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Angel on My Shoulder
[Beth and Scooter enter wearing backpacks like they’re walking home from school.]

Beth:  So when Gretchen’s paper was just right there in plain view, I had to 
 DECIDE not to cheat. I asked Mrs. Lawrence to move me to a different 
 desk.

Scooter:  That’s really smart, Beth. I was tempted to cheat once, too. Except I did. 
 When I saw the answer, I thought, “Well, I knew that! I was just checking.”  

Beth:  And how did that work out for you?

Scooter:  Terrible! I felt so guilty about it that I finally told my mom. She went with 
 me to tell Mr. Keller. It was one of the hardest things I’ve ever done.

Beth:  But I’ll bet you felt a lot better after you did it.

Scooter:  I did! And I wondered why I didn’t just do the right thing in the first place. 

Beth:  Yeah.   

Scooter:  I saw this cartoon the other day where this kid was trying to decide 
 whether he should pull a prank on his friend. An angel popped up above 
 one shoulder and a devil popped up above the other.

Beth:  Oh, I’ve seen that before! The angel was telling him he should be nice to 
 his friend and the devil told him to do the prank because it would be SO 
 funny. 

Scooter:  Yeah. Sometimes I feel like that kid when I’m tempted to do the wrong 
 thing, like there are two voices having a battle.

Beth:  The thing is, those cartoons make it seem like the angel is the weak one, 
 but the good voice inside us is strong. It’s the Holy Spirit.
 
Scooter:  That voice telling us to do the right thing is the Holy Spirit?
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Beth:  Yeah! That’s part of his job. After we believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes 
 inside us and helps us live for God. He helps us know when there’s    
 something we should do and helps us say no to sin.

Scooter:  So the voice telling me to do the right thing isn’t like a wimpy angel on my  
 shoulder?   

Beth:  No way! The Holy Spirit is super-powerful because he is God.

Scooter:  Whoa! So next time I’m tempted, I’m going to tell that wimpy voice telling   
 me to make the wrong choice to BE QUIET.    

Beth:  That’s a good idea. Sometimes the Holy Spirit’s voice is soft, but it’s 
 definitely worth listening to.

Scooter:  I feel a lot better knowing he’s inside me, helping me to do what’s right. 
 Kind of like a superpower. 

Beth:  Yeah, usually cartoons aren’t the best place to figure out what’s true about 
 God. By the way, you still watch cartoons?

Scooter:  Oh yeah. Cartoons are AWESOME … to watch with my little sister.

Beth:  I see.

[Both laugh and exit.]


