
Bible Basis: John 1:1–18; Luke 1:26–2:20

Key Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.  
—Luke 2:11, NIrV

Bible Point: God sent a Savior for the world. I can believe Jesus is my Savior.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 22: “The Birth of the King” 

THE BIrTH OF THE KING
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STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

Stuff You Need: lyrics to familiar Christmas carols, scraps of paper, whiteboard or easel pad, 
markers, bowl

Ahead of time, prepare slips of paper for children to play a Pictionary-type game with lyrics from 
Christmas carols. Write one short phrase on each slip of paper such as “Silent night, holy night,” “on 
Mary’s lap is sleeping,” or “Angels we have heard on high.” Put several folded slips in a bowl and 
have volunteers take a slip and draw its meaning for the large group to guess. Play several rounds 
with different volunteers. After the game, talk about:

•	What’s your favorite Christmas carol and why?

•	How do Christmas songs help us remember the Christmas story?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’re going to hear the details of the Christmas story. Let’s see 
how well we know them. 

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 22

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 22. Have the children find Luke 2 and mark it in their 
Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed throughout the story.

A Savior Comes
In this story, you will deliberately make mistakes. The children will let you know when they think 
you’ve made a mistake and provide the right information. 

Say, Listen carefully to the story, because I might get confused. I might need you to help me get 
the facts straight. If you think I’m saying something that’s not quite right, stomp your feet until 
I stop. Then you can tell me what I said wrong and help me get it right. Begin the story, pausing 
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as indicated for children to stomp and correct you. If children don’t stop you, then stomp your own 
feet and correct yourself.

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in the Old West. Pause, stomp, and correct. 
Nazareth is not in the Old West. It’s in Galilee. The angel went to a young woman named 
Matilda. Pause, stomp, and correct. Oh that’s right; her name was Mary, and she was 
engaged to a man named Charles. Pause, stomp, and correct. Thanks for straightening me 
out. His name was Joseph. Mary and Joseph. I’ve got it now. The angel Gabriel greeted 
Mary and said, “The Lord has given you special favor.”

Gabriel told Mary she was going to become pregnant by the Holy Spirit of God and give 
birth to a baby girl. Pause, stomp, and correct. Not a girl? Then it must have been a boy. A 
baby boy. Mary was pretty happy about this, and she took a nice long nap. Pause, stomp 
and correct. What Mary actually did was praise God! 

Someone else needed to hear this news. Mary was engaged to Charles, Pause, stomp, and 
correct. I mean Joseph. When he found out Mary was going to have a baby, he wasn’t sure 
he wanted to marry her. Then an angel of the Lord came to him in the bathtub. Pause, 
stomp, and correct. No, not the bathtub. It was a dream. The angel came to him in a dream 
and said, “Don’t be afraid to take Mary home as your maid.” Pause, stomp, and correct. 
Joseph wasn’t going to hire a maid. Mary was going to be his wife. That makes more sense. 
The angel said, “She is going to have a son. You must give him the name Mike.” Pause, 
stomp, and correct. I knew that didn’t sound right. The baby’s name would be Jesus. That’s 
right, Jesus. When Joseph woke up from the dream, he did what the angel of the Lord told 
him to do. He took Mary home as his wife.

In those days, President Lincoln made a law. Pause, stomp, and correct. That doesn’t sound 
right, does it? It can’t be Lincoln. Kennedy? Bush? Obama? Maybe it wasn’t a president. 
How about Caesar Augustus? Yes, that sounds better. Caesar Augustus, the Roman 
emperor, wanted a list of everyone in the whole Roman world. All the people had to go to 
their hometowns to put their names on the official list.

Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth. But that’s not the town Joseph came from. His family 
came from New York City. Pause, stomp, and correct. Okay, it wasn’t New York; it was 
Bethlehem. He came from Bethlehem. So Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem, the 
town of Casey at the Bat. Pause, stomp, and correct. No, I think Casey was from Mudville, 
but Bethlehem was the town of David. While they were there, the time came for Mary’s 
baby to be born, so they headed for the hospital. Pause, stomp, and correct. No hospital in 
Bethlehem! They couldn’t even find a decent room to stay in. But Mary gave birth to her 
first baby anyway. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips of cloth and placed him in 
a shopping cart. Pause, stomp, and correct. No hospital, and no shopping cart. Mary put the 
baby in a manger. 

Out in the fields nearby, there were carpenters. Pause, stomp, and correct. Carpenters don’t 
work in a field. It must have been shepherds. They were taking care of their puppies. Pause, 
stomp, and correct. I guess shepherds don’t take care of puppies. They take care of sheep. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds. The glory of the Lord shone all around 
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them. They were ready to party! Pause, stomp, and correct. I guess it was kind of scary. 
Those shepherds were terrified. Nothing like this had ever happened before.

Read Luke 2:10–12.

And then a whole rock band appeared in the sky. Pause, stomp, and correct. Okay, not a rock 
band. A large group of angels. They praised God, saying, “May glory be given to God in 
the highest heaven!”

Then the angels left and the shepherds looked at each other. They said, “Let’s go out to 
dinner.” Pause, stomp and correct. No time for dinner! Those shepherds said, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has happened.” So off they went to Bethlehem. When 
they got there, they couldn’t find Mary and Joseph anywhere. Pause, stomp, and correct. 
That’s not right. The truth is, they found Mary, Joseph, and the baby. The baby was lying 
in the manger, just like the angel had said. After the shepherds had seen him, they told 
everyone about what had happened. Everything they had seen and heard was just as they 
had been told.

Read Luke 2:19. 

The light of God had come into the world. That light was Jesus. Not everyone believed in 
him. Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave them the right to 
become children of God. Jesus came from the Father, and he was full of grace and truth. 

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 22. 
Ask children to look at the picture and tell you something special about the baby in the picture. As a 
class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

•	What is your favorite part of the Christmas story?

•	What difference does it make if you think Jesus is the Savior of the world?

Say, Christmas is a favorite time of year for many people. Remembering that Jesus is the Savior 
makes it even more special.

Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with the children later.

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Greeting Card Ornament
Stuff You Need: old Christmas cards, scissors, hole punch, narrow ribbon in three-foot lengths

Gather enough old Christmas cards so that each child can have three. Try to have a wide assortment 
of images of the Christmas story. You may want to cut the backs off ahead of time so children only 
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handle the pictures. Say, Find three pictures that show different parts of the Christmas story. 
Children can string together three cards, or if they’d like they may cut specific images out of the 
card. Hole punch the bottom and the top of each picture. String the images together by running a 
ribbon through the holes, making sure to keep the ribbon behind the pictures. Go in through the top 
and out from the bottom of each picture. Tie a knot at the bottom of the ribbon and a hanging loop 
at the top. Talk about:

•	How can you use this project to tell someone the story of a Savior being born?

•	Invite the children to say the Bible verse together: “Today in the town of David, a Savior 
has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

You might want to invite any children who want to know more about believing in the Savior to speak 
to you privately. 

Option 2: marble manger relay
Stuff You Need: marbles, construction paper, masking tape

Use the masking tape to mark start and finish lines across the room from each other. Assign players 
to teams of four or five. If you have a small class, use at least three people to a team, or play as one 
group. Give each player a sheet of construction paper. Show how to fold the paper in half lengthwise 
two times to create a crevice that looks like a manger.

Remind children, In our Bible story, the angels brought good news to the shepherds, the 
shepherds ran off to Bethlehem to see the good news—Jesus in the manger—and then the 
shepherds told everyone they could find about the good news of a Savior. Your job is to pass 
the good news (the marble) across the room by rolling it from one manger to another. Players 
stand next to each other, feet touching, and pass the marble. Once a player passes the marble from 
his manger to the next person’s manger, he or she can run to the head of the line and be ready to 
receive it, then pass it again. If the team loses control of the marble and it falls to the floor, the entire 
team goes back to the start line. 

Option 3: Jesus is the Savior
Stuff You Need: Jesus Is the Savior Activity Sheet, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Talk about the story of the first Christmas, highlighting main 
ideas. Have the children solve the puzzle, using the codes.

Solution 1: Jesus was born in a manger on Christmas morning.

Solution 2: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.

Option 4: What I Believe
Talk to your group about the many things that they believe. These can be very general and do not 
have to be about their faith. Allow several minutes and quite a few ideas to be brainstormed. Write 
these on chart paper or whiteboard so you can refer back to them.
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Ask:

•	Which of these beliefs are very important to you?

•	Are there any beliefs in this list that really help to determine how you live your life and 
make decisions?

Now talk about faith with the group. 

•	What are some key beliefs that the group has about their faith?

•	Does everyone in the group agree with these beliefs?

Break the large group into smaller groups of no more than four. Have each group write a persuasive 
speech or a skit that tries to influence people to believe in Jesus as the Savior. Present the skit to the 
rest of the groups and have them respond as to whether each helped guide them in their belief.

STEp 4: GOING HOmE

Pray together thanking God for sending a Savior. Make sure each child takes home a copy of The 
Story Elementary Trading Card 22, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.




