
God’s Unfolding Story

Unfolding 
God’s Story for 

Parents
God’s strength is a 

theme in this unit. We 

are amazed when God 

overrules His own natural 

laws. When God held 

back a river during flood 

season so that hundreds 

of thousands of His 

people could walk across 

on dry land, He put His 

strength on full display.

Ask, “What does it take 

to cross a river?” (a bridge, a boat, an airplane)

Say, “God’s people did not have any of those things. How 

did they cross over? Listen carefully!”

Tell the story.  

Bible Story
God Stopped the River (Joshua 3–4)

God was ready for Joshua and the Israelites to go to the 

new land He had promised to give them, but something was 

in the way—a big, wide river. The water was flowing fast, 

and it was too deep to walk through. Also, there was no 

bridge. As God’s people camped beside the river, they were 

not sure how they would get to the other side. God helped 

Joshua know what to do. 

   Joshua told the people to get everything packed because 

the next day they would go into their new land. Joshua said, 

“Tomorrow, God is going to do something wonderful!”

   The people packed their food, clothes, and tents. They 

gathered their animals. They waited for God to show them 

what to do. 

   Joshua told the priests to go first. Priests were men who 

taught the people about God. With the priests going first, 

the people would be reminded that God was with them. As 

soon as the priests put their toes in the river, all the water 

piled up on one side in a tall, giant heap! It was amazing! 

The priests stood in the 

middle of riverbed on 

dry ground. All of God’s 

people walked to the 

other side, and not one 

person got his or her toes 

wet! 

   When all the people 

had passed, Joshua asked 

each of 12 men to go 

back and choose a big 

stone from the riverbed to 

bring back. The men went 

and got 12 large rocks. 

   After all the people and 

the priests had crossed 

safely to the other side, 

SWISH! All the water returned and flowed as before. Joshua 

and the men placed the rocks in a pile at the camp where 

the people spent the night. The rocks would remind the 

people of the wonderful and amazing way God had helped 

them and protected them. Joshua told the people, “God 

did this so others would know that the hand of the Lord is 

mighty.”

Ask, “How did God help His people?” “What did the people 

do to remember the miracle?” (They took 12 stones from 

the river and set them up to remind them of what God had 

done.)

Pray, thanking God for taking care of all who love Him.

Activity Suggestion
Reminder Stones

Use 12 stones, 12 balls of clay, or even 12 pieces of brown 

paper to make a model of the reminder stones Joshua’s men 

stacked. Explain that men gathered stones from the bottom 

of the river so that the people would remember how God 

took care of them. Talk about ways God cares for your family 

today. Guide your child to draw a picture on a rock that 

represents something your family wants to remember about 

God. Put the stones in a special place.
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Parents
Connect 1. God created everything.

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people. 

4. God sent Jesus to help us. 

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

Bible Story:  
God Stopped the 
River (Joshua 3–4)

Bible Phrase:  
“The hand of the Lord is 

mighty” (Joshua 4:24).
Bible Truth:  

God is mighty and 
powerful.


