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rEBUILDING THE WALLS

Bible Basis: Ezra 7:1, 7, 10–11; Nehemiah 1:2 6; 4:4–6, 13–23; 8:1–12

Key Verse: Don’t be afraid of your enemies. Remember the Lord. He is great and powerful.  
—Nehemiah 4:14, NIrV

Bible Point: Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. God is on my side.

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 21: “Rebuilding the Walls” 

STEp 1: COmE TOGETHEr

Stuff You Need: list of things you can be sure of

Before class, gather a list of statements that we can typically be sure of, such as the sun will rise in 
the east tomorrow, the Earth is round, I will get in trouble if I hit my sister, etc.

In class, read each statement, one at a time and discuss how the children know the statement is true. 
After you have talked about your entire list, ask the children to share with you other things they are 
sure of, as well as things they are not sure of. Then ask:

•	Tell me some things you are sure of. Then tell me some things you’re not sure of. 

•	What makes you sure of some things and not sure about other things?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll meet Nehemiah and we’ll find out what he was sure of.

STEp 2: HEAr THE STOrY

Stuff You Need: copies of The Story for Kids, Bibles, The Story Elementary Trading Card 21

Tell the story from The Story for Kids, Chapter 21. You can also have the children find Nehemiah 1 
and mark it in their Bibles. Either you or a child in your class can read the Scripture passages listed 
throughout the story.

Nehemiah Is Sure
As you tell the story, you’ll pause as indicated and ask, “Do you think …?” Children stomp once for 
yes, and twice for no. Then ask, “Are you sure?” Children should stomp three times if they’re sure.

Nehemiah had a job that not many people had. He was the drink-tester for the king of 
Persia. That meant he tasted anything the king was going to drink, so if someone was 
trying to poison the king, they’d get Nehemiah instead. But no one tried to poison the 
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king, so it was a good job, and the king liked Nehemiah. But Nehemiah’s heart was far 
away from Persia. He wanted to go to Jerusalem and help rebuild the city. First he had to 
ask the king’s permission to go.

Do you think the king will give permission? Tell children to stomp once for yes, and twice 
for no. 

Are you sure? Children stomp three times if they’re sure.

Nehemiah was sure he could help! He was going to get busy doing something about these 
problems. But first, he stopped to pray. Read Nehemiah 1:5–6a. 

Do you think Nehemiah will get everybody to work?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure going to Jerusalem was the right thing to do, and the king agreed. 
When Nehemiah got to Jerusalem, he found everything was a big mess! The people were 
having a hard time. The wall around the city was still broken down, and the gates had been 
burned. Other people who lived in the area were making fun of God’s people. No one 
seemed to be in charge. Not much was getting done. 

Do you think Nehemiah is going to give up and go home to Persia?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure they could get the job done if everyone worked together. Nehemiah 
got everybody organized to get to work. Everybody had a job to do, and they followed 
Nehemiah’s leadership. The people worked with all their hearts and built up the wall 
until it was half as high as they wanted it to be. But the problems were still there. Other 
people living in that area still wanted God’s people to stop building the wall. They still did 
everything they could to cause problems and get in the way. 

Do you think Nehemiah has a plan to solve this problem?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure God wanted them to build that wall. He assigned the families to work 
on the wall, but he told them to keep their swords and spears close to them.  
Read Nehemiah 4:14. 

Do you think the people were encouraged by this?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure. Read Nehemiah 4:16–17.

Do you think the wall will get built all the way up?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure. At long last, the wall was finished, and it was time for celebration. 
Jerusalem, God’s holy city, finally had a wall to protect it. And to celebrate, the people 
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gathered to worship. Ezra, the priest, stood before all the people and read from the law of 
God from sunrise until lunch time. Everyone listened carefully, and when he was finished, 
they bowed down and worshiped the Lord. 

Do you think Nehemiah was happy about this?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure this was the right thing to do. He said to the people, “This day is set 
apart to honor the Lord your God. Don’t be sad. The joy of the Lord makes you strong.” 
Then all the people went off to eat and drink and celebrate. 

Do you think Nehemiah got the job done?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. He knew no matter what the enemies tried to do, God 
was still more powerful. God was on the side of his people, and he’s on your side, too! 

After you have told the Bible story, give each child a copy of The Story Elementary Trading Card 21. 
Ask the children to look at the picture and tell you why Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. As a 
class, read the key verse from the back of the card or from the Bible. Ask:

•	Why do you think Nehemiah was so sure of God’s power?

•	How did Nehemiah handle the things that happened that could have made him not so sure?

Say, The next time you feel alone, remember that God is on your side. 

Collect the cards for now. You’ll send them home with the children later.

STEp 3: ExpLOrE mOrE

Choose any or all of these activity options to help your class explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Building Challenge
Stuff You Need: small paper cups, toothpicks, straws, tape

Explain that just like the people in the Bible story were building and experienced opposition, 
children will face the challenge of building with opposition. Form groups of four to six children 
who will work together. Give each group a set of supplies. You may substitute other items for 
the suggested list if you prefer. The task is to build the biggest wall they can with these items. 
However, the opposition is allowed to come over three times and remove any one piece from the 
construction—even a foundational piece. If you have a lot of groups, you may want to designate 
which groups will be opposition for each other. Set a time limit, such as ten minutes, and at the end 
of ten minutes see who has the biggest wall. Then talk about:

•	What did it feel like when the opposition came to cause trouble?
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•	What does it mean to you that God is on your side?

Say, Nehemiah was sure of God’s power and knew God was on the side of his people. God is on 
your side, too! 

Option 2: Yes, I’m Sure Song
Stuff You Need: Optional: video recording device

Say, Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. We can also be sure of God’s power and that he is 
always on our side. Write a song about today’s Bible Point or Bible story. Allow children to work 
together or separately to write a song incorporating what they learned from today’s lesson. Some 
children may find it easier to write a song to the tune of one they already know. If you have time, 
have children make a music video for the song they wrote and record it. 

Option 3: God Is On Their Side
Stuff You Need: God Is On Their Side Activity Sheet, Bibles, pencils

Give an activity sheet to each child. Divide the class into small groups and make sure each group has 
a Bible and pencils. Talk about the many ways that the people of God relied on him. Talk about how 
today we also rely on God for everything.

Have the groups look in the Bible for the stories of the people on the activity sheet. Have the small 
groups read the stories together and summarize them. Tell them to comment on how God helped 
each person be confident.

Option 4: God Is with me
Have the children close their eyes and imagine themselves all alone. Imagine there is not one person 
around, and they cannot hear anyone talking, laughing … not even breathing. Now imagine that 
you have to pick up the huge 100-pound boulder that is near you and carry it 100 miles to the next 
town. Ask the children to think about whether they feel overwhelmed. Is this impossible to do? If you 
needed help, where or how would you find it? Have volunteers try to describe how they are feeling.

Now have the group think about a time they had to make a big choice. Not something like what to 
have on their pizza but a choice between right and wrong, such as whether to take a brother’s $20 
off the dresser or whether to do the dishes or go outside to play.

Remind the students that God is always on their side, when decisions they have to make are difficult 
or easy! Pray together, thanking God for his support. Have individuals talk about specific times that 
they have felt his presence and support.

STEp 4: GOING HOmE

Pray together thanking God that he is always on our side. Make sure each child takes home a copy 
of The Story Elementary Trading Card 21, Activity Sheet(s)/Crafts, and the Parents’ Page.




