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Christmas Eve Worship Opportunities~ 
 

Fourth Sunday in Advent Worship will be at 11:00 a.m. on 
December 24th; additionally, there are four Christmas 
Eve worship opportunities in which we share in the joy of 
the message that “This will be a sign to you: You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger" (Luke 
2:12). 

The 9:15 a.m. Worship Service is a family service in 
which the message of Good News will be conveyed in an 
interactive way that is especially geared to children of all 
ages. Children will stay in worship for the full forty-five 
minute service. This will be an impromptu pageant, which 
has been traditionally offered at 1:00 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve. 

The 11:00 a.m. Worship Service will be a service of  
anticipation as we observe the Fourth Sunday in Advent, 
lighting the four outer candles on the wreath — but not 
the center Christ candle until the evening services. 

The three Christmas Eve evening 
worship opportunities (4:00, 7:00, 
and 9:00 p.m.) will be in the 
Sanctuary and are traditional 
Christmas Eve services with    
carols and candles. Music will be 
offered by the Celebration Ringers 
and Jubilation! choir at 4:00 p.m. 
Our Exultation Ringers, the Sanctuary Choir and instru-
mentalists will offer music at 7:00 and 9:00 p.m. Nursery 
care will be available during both the 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
services. 

Advent Devotions~ 
 by Debi Jensen 
 

Advent is the time when we prepare to celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The name of this 
season is taken from the Latin word “adventus” and it 
means “coming”. For not only do we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, but we also receive the blessing of the coming of 
Jesus daily into our hearts, and we anticipate the second 
coming of Christ in his glory. 
 

There are many ways that you can participate in this   
season of Advent. There are four Sundays in Advent 
(December 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th), and during these 
Sunday worship services we will have special Advent  
liturgies and congregation members lighting the Advent 
candles. 
 

You can also sign up to receive emailed Advent devotions 
from the Reformed Church in America. Just head over to 
[www.rca.org/adventdevos] and sign up. If you’re already 
on the list from years past, the first devotion will show up in 
your inbox on the first Monday of Advent. If you have found 
them valuable in the past, consider telling a friend! 
 

At Home with the Word, a daily Bible reading schedule, 
also restarts with Advent. Check out lectionary readings 
for 2017-2018, broken down day-by-day: [www.rca.org/
athome]. Please enjoy these devotions each day; they 
are a wonderful addition to your Christmas traditions. 

“The Sounds of Christmas” Concert 
Sunday, December 10th at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Bells, instruments and voices of our 
Celebration Ringers, Alleluia Jazz and 
Jubilation! choir will combine in an    
afternoon of Christmas music at 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday, December 10th. 
These three ensembles will perform  

arrangements of familiar carols and Christmas songs, 
along with some original Christmas music by               
contemporary Christian composers. What better way to 
get in the Christmas spirit than by listening to beautiful 
Christmas music in our sanctuary? Invite your family, 
friends and neighbors to this free concert which will be 
enjoyed by all ages! 
 

CDs and DVDs of this concert will be available to order 
after December 10th by signing up on the bulletin board 
in Fellowship Hall. A donation of $2.00 per CD/DVD is 
appreciated to help defray costs. 

http://www.rca.org/adventdevos
http://www.rca.org/athome
http://www.rca.org/athome
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Dear Friends, 
 

What is the season of    
Advent for you? In church-
speak it’s about longing, 
waiting, and preparing. The 
weeks leading up to    
Christmas are a time of  
active anticipation. It’s 
about hope. We pray for the 
time when the Messiah will 
arrive and the lion and lamb 

will lie down together in a peaceable kingdom. 
 

Then we find that Christmas arrives, and despite the   
candles and presents and music and “good news of a 
great joy”, we continue to wait. While Jesus has come to 
our world – and I know and proclaim that peace is now 
assured – all is not yet right. In some ways the joy of the 
Christmas season can highlight the brokenness. It’s the 
time when we ache more because there is one less 
stocking hung by the chimney with care; it’s the time 
when the pain of relationships that have crumbled is  
harder to cover up; it’s hard to sing “joy to the world” 
when you are depressed; it’s when the rest of the world 
seems to be gathered in families, those who are alone 
feel it acutely. So what to do? 
 

Once you’ve acknowledged the reality of life in all its  

complexity, I’d suggest two ways to increase your hope. 
First – worship with others. By reminding ourselves that 
God is in charge, that God plays the long-game, that   
difficulties and disasters and even death are not the end 
of the story, we can place ourselves in the big picture. 
And the big picture is broader and better than our limited 
perspective. By joining with others we find balance. 
Sometimes we are the ones needing support and     
sometimes we are the ones to offer it. Being together is 
how God helps cultivate hope. A second way to do this is 
by giving and serving. I find that by helping others,       
especially those in need, I gain perspective. I am         
reminded that I have many blessings and that I am    
commissioned by God to use those for Kingdom-of-God 
purposes, that God will take what I bring and use it – 
whether that is my offerings of money, time or talent – 
and use it for blessings that I can’t fully fathom.  
 

God is in all our moments: in the preparations, in the         
holly-jolliness, in the brokenness, in the beauty and in the 
peace. I think God simply wants things to be better for us 
– and better through us. 
 

Kay and I wish you a blessed, holy, happy Advent,  
Christmas and 2018. We are blessed to be journeying 
with you to live and love like Jesus. 
 

Peace, 

Focus on Faith 



The Reformed Informer Page 3 

Stewardship~ 
 by Paul Anderson 
 

As individuals and as a congregation we have been given 
much. Out of our blessings we are called to a commit-
ment to support God’s “everyday” work in our congrega-
tion and our community. For the 
first three weeks in December we 
will use the images of the Magi’s 
gifts to the Christ Child to focus 
on our own opportunities to     
respond and give. 
 

 December 3rd is Frankincense Sunday —  
Frankincense is an incense burned in the temple as 
an act of worship. Thus it can represent a spiritual             
rededication of our lives. We will share in the     
sacrament of communion. 

 

 December 10th is Myrrh Sunday — Myrrh is a 
sacred oil; it can represent our commission to reach 
out and minister to others. Service and               
benevolence are part of our calling as Christians. 
As part of this Sunday, each person in our         
congregation is invited to participate in our     
Christmas gift program: Hand to Hand – Recovery 
and Hope. 

 

 December 17th is Gold Sunday — Gold is a 
metal that has been considered precious through-
out history; it can represent the dedication of our 
financial resources. Everyone is asked to      
prayerfully reflect on God’s generous love, and join 
together in stepping ahead in financial giving for 
2018. 

 

In giving Jesus Christ the gift of gold, the wise men 
acknowledged Jesus’ divinity and gave him the best they 
had to offer. By application, we are similarly expected to 
give to Christ our tithes, gifts and offerings. We are      
expected to serve and honor him with the best we have to 
offer. 
 

Our congregation provides many exciting opportunities to 
faithfully share our talents, energy, time and treasure 
through worship, music, Christian education, fellowship, 
personal ministry, and mission. Let us bring our         
modern-day equivalents of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
and lay them at the foot of the manger. By symbolically 
offering these three gifts, may this be a time for each of 
us to grow in faithfulness. Thanks be to God! 
 

Editor’s note: If you do not receive a letter by December 
14th with a faith-promise card—you will be able to access 
the letter and card through the church website at 
[coltsneckreformed.org] or you can contact the church 
office via email [coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net] 
or call 732-462-4555 to request one. 

Who Am I? 
 

1. I was born at home in Essex County 
where I lived until I married and moved 
to Union County. 

2. I always wanted to be a nurse, but it 
never happened. Our two children are, by         
coincidence, in medical careers. 

3. I went to work at the telephone company after high 
school. I retired with 25 years’ service. 

4. I joined CNRC in 1978, which puts me up there 
with the old timers – Rev. LaPenta was the      
minister at that time. 

5. My hobby is writing a newsletter for my          
classmates from high school. 

6. The NY Giants and NY Mets are my favorite 
teams, but I don’t follow sports faithfully. 

7. My husband owned his own business in         
Farmingdale, manufacturing stainless steel piping; 
for a short time we also owned and ran the     
Hillsborough Country Golf Club. 

8. I was blessed to be married 54 years before my    
husband passed away. 

9. My husband’s two favorite people were our two 
grandchildren. 

10. My son and I won the contest for naming the         
Reformed Informer many years ago. 

 

Give up? Turn to page 11 to see my name and picture! 

Meet Your Church Staff — Joy Lenz 
 

Joy is the Administrative Assistant 
to our Church Administrator as well 
as the Secretary to the Nursery 
School—a position she has held for 
the past 11 years. She and her  
husband, Brad, live in an Asbury 
Park townhome overlooking Wes-
ley Lake and Ocean Grove—having 
moved there one year ago when 
their nest emptied and the big 

house and yard was no longer needed—it was a great 
decision! 
 

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Joy moved to New    
Jersey when she was four years old; she grew up in 
Waldwick, lived in Ridgewood and finally Manalapan for 
19 years where she and Brad raised their children.  
 

Joy began her career accidently in Information          
Technology when she stumbled into a part-time job as a 
keypunch operator, which led to computer operator and 
then computer programming — so she changed her field 
of study to computer science! Her career continued as a 
systems analyst, project leader, project manager, and 
systems manager until the best job of “mom” came along! 
 

Joy and Brad have two children together, Jack, who will 

(Continued on page 6, see Church Staff) 
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Is There Church When It Snows or is Icy? 
 

What happens if you wake up on a Sunday morning to 
find 10-12 inches of snow on the ground? Will both of the 
worship services be held? Will Church School classes be 
held?  
 

We have also experienced dangerous ‘black ice’ on the 
roads and walkways on a Sunday morning and because 
this type of weather is very hard to predict, we ask      
everyone to be aware and extra careful of changing  
weather conditions. During the winter months, always 
listen to the local weather on Sunday mornings. And   
remember, that rather than risking an accident if you feel 
uncomfortable driving in icy conditions, the sermon is  
always available online through the church website by the 
following Monday [coltsneckreformed.org]. 
 

If there is a snowstorm or other weather emergency, 
there are ways you can find updates about the church 
service schedule: 
 

 The church website will be updated with any 
pertinent messages listed on the front page—
just scroll down. [www.coltsneckreformed.org]. 

 A Constant Contact email will be sent out  
detailing any changes to the morning worship 
schedule. If you are not currently receiving the 
weekly (Friday) Constant Contact email, please 
let the office know so we can add you to the 
group. Call (732-462-4555) or send an email to 
Pam at [coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net] 
asking to be added to the group. 

So…just because there’s snow on the ground, don’t    
assume that church is cancelled! Remember, our minister 
and music directors have a very short commute to get to 
church! (Scott Brown lives right next door, and Maggie and 
Dave Tripold live on Village Lane.) 

Thursday Evening Bible Study~ 
 

Thursday Evening Bible Study (or TEBS as we like to call it) 

has a varied set of members. There are singles, couples, 
old, young, new to Bible study, and those who have been 
in the class for many years. The class meets on    
Thursday evenings from 6:00—7:15 p.m. in the      
Ministry Center Conference Room. Pastor Debi Jensen 
leads most of our studies but others often help out with 
additional leadership. The study is discussion-based and 
we often have lively questions and opinions during our 
meetings. 
 

Our next study will be about the Gospel of Luke. We 
will start with an overview of the gospel; its history, origin, 
and overarching themes. Since we are approaching    
Advent, it is wonderful that our lessons in December will 
cover the beautiful account of the birth of Jesus that Luke 
gives us. 
 

Not only is our membership varied but we also study a 
varied set of topics. Books of the Bible are a favorite   
topic, of course, and last spring we studied the book of 
Philippians. We like to branch out and study various    
topics so, in the past, we have also looked at TV       
preachers and how they present the message of the   
Bible. We studied the five points of Calvinism, and our 
most recent study followed our sermon series on the Five 
Solas of the Protestant Reformation. 
 

Please consider joining us on Thursday evenings.  
You can join at any time and come when you can. You 
will find us to be a supportive and caring community of 
believers! For more information, please contact Debi  
Jensen (email: [cnrc.associate@gmail.com] or call her at 
the church office 732-462-4555 x122). 

The Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study 
will begin a new study on December 14th on the Twelve 
Women of the Bible. Come join this group who meet 
Thursday mornings from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. in the Ministry 
Center Conference Room. Contact Debi Jensen for more 
information at [cnrc.associate@gmail.com]. 

Upcoming Mission Opportunities~ 
 MAST (Mission Ambassador Support Team)   

leader needed for Jennifer Lucking. Jennifer is 
working in Canada. She is engaged in a mission to 
end the suffering of human trafficking. If you are     
interested in leading a team of individuals interested 
in getting to know Jennifer better and to become 
more familiar with her mission, then please contact 
LuAnne Petrie for details. 

 

 Pedals for Progress: We need a volunteer to 
"spearhead" this rewarding day of bike and sewing 
machine donation. This event typically takes place in 
June. Please contact LuAnne Petrie for details. 
[lupetrie@gmail.com]; phone number 908-692-4140 

 

Mark Your Calendars~ 
 First Responder Training: We have been invited to 

participate in Hope Force's Disaster Relief Training 
Intensive Workshop (3/15 to 3/17/2018) at Three 

Bridges Church in Flemington, NJ. Watch for details 
and signup in early 2018. 

 

 Hurricane Irma Mission Trip: One week trip in mid-
February 2018 to Florida to help individuals impacted 
by Hurricane Irma. Details to follow. 

 

 Hurricane Irma and Maria Mission Trip: September 
30th—October 6, 2018, adult mission trip to St  
Thomas, Virgin Islands. Details to follow. 

CROP Walk: 18 individuals (and one dog) from our church 
showed up in Freehold to walk in this year’s CROP Walk. These 
walkers raised $1,725 through their efforts. A generous        
congregant provided additional funding ...which raised our    
donation to CROP to $7,710.00. 
 

Thanksgiving Food Drive: We donated three frozen    
turkeys and several pounds of dried and canned goods to Open 
Door for their Thanksgiving Food Basket program. Thank you to 
those who donated and who helped with transportation 

mailto:lupetrie@gmail.com
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Fall Clothing Drive Benefits 
by Vera Santucci 

 

It’s time to do some organizing and clear out your closets 
as you add your winter clothes back into your wardrobe; 
and as you’re doing so, think about donating your old 
clothes that don’t fit anymore or that you don’t wear. Only 
clothes and shoes are accepted. Drop off your bagged 
or boxed items at the church office during the week OR in 
Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour through December 
10th. Please call Vera Santucci at 732-972-3151 with 
questions. Your donations will benefit Family Resource 
Association in Shrewsbury. 

~Christmas Gift Program~ 
Hand to Hand — Recovery and Hope 

 

This year our Christmas gift program     
recipients will be those whose homes and 
businesses have been directly affected by 
the onslaught of hurricanes and wild fires. 
Although many have already provided 
much appreciated monetary support to 
these areas, the needs in California,     
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 

Islands continue. Visa gift cards, not only provide        
assistance to individuals, they also support the local 
economies of these devastated areas. The presentation 
of cards will take place on December 10th during  
worship. 
 

Please visit the Christmas Gift Table in Fellowship Hall to 
add your name to the list of participants, and to write your 
name on a “hand” which will be hung on our Christmas 
Palm Tree. You can write a check (any amount) towards a 
Visa gift card purchase OR you can purchase your own 
Visa gift card(s) and contribute them. Note: if you choose 
the latter option, please buy them in $25 denominations so they 
can be distributed evenly. Also, please note that there is a    
service fee to purchase Visa gift cards; however, TD Bank and 
AAA do offer Visa gift cards without the service charge.) 

St. Peter’s Community Outreach Supper~ 
 by Beth Burke  
 

“This pulled pork is the best I’ve ever had!” “Thank you so 
much for what you do.” Comments like these from    
grateful guests of the Community Outreach Supper at St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Freehold are what makes 
this ministry so special to all who are involved. 
 

Many thanks to those who contributed food, supplies or 
volunteered their time at our last barbecue-themed dinner 
in October. It was a blessing to see both familiar faces as 
well as those helping out for the very first time. Including 
second helpings and take-home containers, we served 75 
barbecue-style meals to about 45 guests that night.  
 

It truly takes a village to make this ministry a success for 
those in need — each dinner requires over 70 volunteer/
donation slots to fill in one way or another! Our next    
support date is February 9, 2018, so please watch for 
sign-up sheets posted in Fellowship Hall after the holidays. 
Many hands make for light work, and any contribution is so 
much appreciated! If you’d like more information or have 
any questions about the program, please contact Beth 
Burke at 732-462-9827 or 732-921-3069. 

Blood Drive set for January 24th~ 
 

CNRC will be hosting its biannual blood drive for the   
Central Jersey Blood Center on Wednesday, January 
24, 2018 between the hours of 3:30 and 8:30 p.m. in   
Fellowship Hall. For those of you who are regular donors, 
the last day to donate blood and still be eligible for our 
January drive was November 29th. If you aren’t a regular 
donor, please consider giving blood. 
 

Donation is not difficult and will save someone’s life.   
Surgery patients, accident victims, leukemia and other 
cancer patients, premature babies, cardiac patients, and 
burn victims are just a few of the patients who depend on 
blood and blood products for recovery. 
 

See the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall to schedule the 
time that works best for you. Or you can go to 
[cjbcblood.org] and schedule an appointment. If you use 
the blood center’s website, select Donor Login from the 
menu at the top of the page then login or create a user 
name and password if you haven’t done so previously. 
Follow the prompts to schedule a time. If you have    
questions, contact Kathy Rodman (732-236-0737,     
krodman2@gmail.com) or Cathy Della Fera (732-462-
4171, loca2@optonline.net) and they’ll be glad to help. 

Election Day Event a Success~ 
 by Betsy Aras and Jane Rappleyea 
 

We want to take a moment to say THANK YOU to all 
those who helped make our 2017 Election Day Event  
successful. The second year of our new organizational 
structure was a success, utilizing a team of leaders (and 

trainees who shadowed those leaders) to get the event      
organized and see it through completion. Next year those 
trainees will become the leaders and new trainees will be 
recruited. 
 

Thank you to Charlie Fox and Laurie Robinson (tickets/

marketing), Carol Lang and Dottie Weidman (supplies), Lisa      
Geissler and Becky Axtell (volunteers), Debbie White and 
Donna Otten (Saturday/Sunday Set-Up), Laura Zaccaria and 
Lucy Lennox (Monday Prep), Dianne O’Hara and Linda 
Holder (lunch), LuAnne Petrie, Jan Peterson, and Lyn 
Lewis (dinner), Mary Van Mater and Adrianne Spota-
Walker (Bazaar), Dave Cook and Peter Engelman (clean 

up), But of course none of it can happen without the 
participation of the congregation — working in your 
homes to roast 50 turkeys; baking cakes and pies;      
canning fruits and vegetables; crafting; quilting; donating 
previously loved art, books and household items; coming 
out to eat at the lunch and dinner, shopping at the bazaar, 
working the key volunteer positions Sunday through Tues-
day, and helping to clean up on Wednesday. The task is 
enormous and each and every year, you come through 
with a smile on your face—thank you, thank you, thank 
you. 
 

We raised $15,267 ($7,340 from the bazaar sales and 
$7,927 from the luncheon and dinner.) The money gets 
contributed to our benevolence account, which supports 
mission endeavors locally, nationally, and abroad. 
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graduate with his Master of Science in electrical          
engineering from the University of Illinois in December 
and will join the Ford Corporation in Dearborn, Michigan, 
working in their Electric Powertrain division. Faith is in 
her third year at the University of Maryland, majoring in   
nursing. Her stepchildren include Zak, who recently    
married Michelle (Joy is happy to have another Mrs. Lenz in 

the family) who live in Manhattan; Britney also lives in 
Manhattan and is an account manager for a large apparel 
company; and Jake is in school to become an electrician 
and lives in Little Silver. She and Brad couldn’t be more 
proud of any of them! 
 

Joy loves to travel all over the world but her favorite city 
is Chicago—her dad’s family is from there and she had 
spent lots of time visiting them when she was young. She 
enjoys running and biking and playing the flute — which 
she had not played for over twenty years before joining 
CNRC. Word got back to Maggie Tripold that she was a 
flute player and the rest is history as she’s been playing it 
ever since with Alleluia Jazz and accompanying choirs 
and handbells at CNRC. Her favorite times are spent with 
family—whether everyone is together or it’s just small 
groups of them or one-on-one—nothing makes her     
happier. 
 

Her favorite place to vacation with the kids is somewhere 
with a beach—they are a family of scuba divers, so that 
may be why they are always drawn to similar getaways! 
 

When asked what she enjoys most about working at 
CNRC Joy responds, “I love working in a church and   
seeing all the wonderful congregation members and    
visitors come through the doors of the office for Bible 
studies, to pick things up, to drop things off, to talk with 
staff members, or for whatever reason brings them here. 
I love to talk with them and hear their stories and learn 
what a difference and what an effect this church and God 
have had on their lives. It’s not always happy times that 
bring them in, but it is also so good to know that in times 
of need and sadness, they have a place to go which 
gives them comfort and strength in difficult times. I love 
our church, I love our congregation — it is a special 
place.” 

(Church Staff, continued from page 3) 

~Welcome New Youth Leaders~ 
Debbie and Paul Horan 

 

Paul and I are pleased to 
have heard God's calling 
and have accepted the 
position of Directors of 
Youth Ministry at CNRC. 
We are excited to learn, 
listen, and grow with the 
youth of the church. We 
will be scheduling some   
exciting mission trips, 

youth meetings, and other events. Paul and I will be 
reaching out to the youth of the church to engage in the 
upcoming activities! Parents please encourage your kids 
to get involved! 
 

Some exciting events that the youth have been involved 
with and/or volunteered their time for were the Election 
Day Dinner on November 7th, and a pre-Thanksgiving 
dinner on November 12th held in the Community Center. 
On December 17th from 4-7pm, there will be a Christmas 
party (white elephant) at our home. A $5 gift is suggested. 
 

Please continue to pray for the Youth Ministry as we 
strive to lead the youth in their Christ journey and serve 
him in whatever capacity he calls us. 
 

Any questions, please contact us at 732-768-7202 or   
908-902-6625. 
 

God Bless, Paul and Debbie 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Super Bowl Sub Sale — February 4th 
 

Mark your calendars and make plans to be 
involved! Our youth will have fun while 
making delicious subs for the congregation 
to purchase as they raise money for their 
mission trips and collect money for Open 
Door’s food pantry. Watch for more detail in 
mid-January. 

Fellowship Christmas Party~ 

This year the Fellowship Christmas Party 
will be held on Friday, December 15th, at 
the home of Jan and Joe Anania, 45    
Leland Road, Colts Neck, from 7:00 – 
10:00 p.m. Please bring either an        
appetizer or dessert to share along with a 
$7.00 donation to help cover costs. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board in 

Fellowship Hall or call the church office to add your 
name to the list. We are also asking for help with       
set-up and clean-up. If childcare or a ride to the party is 
needed, please contact John Applegate at 732-766-1146 
and the Fellowship Committee will do their best to help! 
This event is designated for adults only. (Editor’s note: there 
will be no white elephant gift exchange this year) 

~Women of D’Vine—December 5th Gathering~ 
 

Sandy Anderson and Michelle Perkinson will cohost the 
Women of D’Vine December 5th gathering. All women of 
the church are welcome and encouraged to join this    
dynamic group of women seeking to build friendships 
through fun social activities.  

 

Come and join us for food and 
friendly conversation in a festive 
setting at the home of Sandy     
Anderson (8 Raleigh Pass, Colts 
Neck; 732-637-8277) on Tuesday, 
December 5th, at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Please bring an appetizer or    
dessert to share. Beverages will be 
provided. Please RSVP as soon as 

possible to Michelle Perkinson via email at 
[mgperkins@optonline.net], or call (732-614-4362). 
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Morning Bells 
Ring Out During the Advent Season 

Our Morning Bells handbell choir will give Christmas   
concerts at Applewood Estates in Freehold on Monday, 
December 4th

 
and at The Arbors in Spring Lake on  

Monday, December 11th. If you know residents at either 
location, please encourage them to come out and enjoy 
the Christmas and holiday music! 

Exultation Ringers 
to Ring at Monmouth University’s 

“A Musical Winter Wonderland” Concert 
 

Our Exultation Ringers will ring at Monmouth University’s 
“A Musical Winter Wonderland” Concert which will be 
held on Thursday, December 7th, at 7:30 p.m. in Wilson 
Hall. The concert will also feature the Monmouth         
University Chamber Choir, Concert Chorus, Chamber 
Orchestra, and Jazz Band as well as several soloists. It 
will be an evening filled with glorious Christmas and    
holiday music in a beautiful setting! 
 

Tickets are $15.00 and can be purchased online at  
[http://www.monmouth.edu] or by calling the Monmouth        
University Box Office at 732-263-6889. A limited number 
of tickets will also be available at the door on the night of 
the concert. 

Calling Jubilation! Alumni~ 
 

There are many Jubilation! alumni out there who we hope 
will come and sing with the current Jubilation! choir on 
Sunday, December 24th, at the 4:00 p.m. service! We’ll 
meet in the choir room at 3:15 p.m. to rehearse. We’d 
love to see many of you and have you sing with us! 

Calling all Former Celebration Ringers! 
Alumni Bell Choir rings on Sunday, December 31st 

If you have a young adult or college student who 
“graduated” from Celebration Ringers, please let him/her 
know that, as has become our annual tradition, we will be 
getting the Alumni Ringers together to ring during worship 
on Sunday, December 31st. We will rehearse that    
morning, December 31st, at 10:00 a.m. We will also be 
contacting the ringers via email and Facebook with more 
information. Any questions – please call Kay Brown (732-
683-0530) or Maggie Tripold at the church office. 

Jubilation! to begin extended rehearsals 
for #GRACEWINS 

Jubilation! is ready to start on a new musical! Starting on 
Sunday, January 7th, our teens will be spending extra 
time in rehearsals to learn not only the music, but also the 
drama, staging and choreography. Alyssa Cantin-Giles 
and Heather Otten will be sharing their time and expertise 
with the members of Jubilation! during these extended 
rehearsals, along with Jeff Brown and Maggie Tripold. 
 

Our extended rehearsal schedule is as follows: 
Sundays, January 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th; February 4th 

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. w/lunch 
 

Jubilation! will present #GRACEWINS during their trip 
with Celebration Ringers to northern New Jersey and  
upstate New York the weekend of February 9th—11th 
and at both worship services at CNRC on Sunday,     
February 25th. Look for more details about the Jubila-
tion! and Celebration Ringers trip in the February/March      
Reformed Informer! 

“Living Last Supper” to Be Presented 
on Maundy Thursday, March 29th 

 

Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting “The Last Supper” 
comes to life in this dramatic retelling of the night before 
Christ’s crucifixion with thirteen living characters. We will 
be looking for people willing to act, help with set design, 
costumes, etc. Stay tuned for more information! 

Have You Read? 
 by Connie Paul 
 

Islandia, by Austin Tappan 
Wright was published after the 
author’s death in 1942, and I 
believe it has been in print ever since. Your 
library may not have it (but can probably get 
it), but Amazon lists 25 editions, so it’s      
available. This utopian novel has been mostly 
kept in print by word of mouth                      
recommendations by those of us who were 
mesmerized by the history and characters 
brought to life in this thousand-page novel. 
Yes, it’s long, but it’s so worth it. If you’re gutsy 
enough to try it, please let me know! 

The Women’s Book Discussion Group will meet 
on Tuesday, December 12th, from 12:00 noon to 2:00 
p.m. at the home of Kathy Nolte (732-780-8499). In         
preparation for discussion, you should read The Nest by 
Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney.  
 

In January we will gather on Tuesday, January 9th, 2018 
from 12 Noon to 2:00 p.m. in the Ministry Center           
Conference Room (reach out to Grace Niemann with any 
questions at 732-389-2150), discussing Channel of Peace, by Kevin 
Tuerff. 
 

All women of the church are welcome to attend this monthly book 
group where we enjoy lunch, fellowship, and discussion. We meet on 
the second Tuesday of the month through the program year. If you 
have questions or for more information about this group, please send 
an email to Marian Bauman at [marianbauman1@gmail.com]. 
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Women’s Retreats 2018 
"The Lessons of our Life" 

by Kay Brown 
 

Women of CNRC and their friends are invited and en-
couraged to attend one of our annual Women's Retreats. 
Our theme this year will revolve around the parables told 
by Jesus. A parable is a simple story used to illustrate a 
moral or spiritual lesson. During our retreat, we will study 
some of the parables found in the Gospels and consider 
how they apply to our world and our lives. Participants will 
also be encouraged to adapt a parable to modern times 
or to write a new one! 
 

Our leader this year will be Pastor Debi Jensen. Debi is 
a Commissioned Pastor in our Church and is often seen 
helping to lead worship. She is a graduate of the New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary with a Master’s Degree 
in Biblical Studies. Debi has led or helped to lead the re-
treats in the past and is excited to be invited back to lead 
these upcoming retreats. 
 
 

This year there are two options available: 
 

Overnight Retreat Details: 

 Friday, January 19th, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. to   
Saturday, January 20th at 5:00 p.m., held at 
The Chateau Inn and Suites, Spring Lake, NJ. 

 *single occupancy $140 

 *double occupancy $115 (per person) 

 *triple occupancy $75 (per person) 

 The cost includes overnight accommodations, 
breakfast and lunch. The retreat concludes after 
late afternoon worship; dinner is not included. 

 You may check in at The Chateau anytime after 
3:00 p.m. on Friday. Friday night dinner is on 
your own. We will begin our time together at 7:00 
p.m. 

 

Day Retreat Details: 

 Friday*, January 26, 2018 ~ 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 
*please note it is on Friday NOT Saturday this year. 

 To be held in the Upper Room of the Ministry  
Center 

 Cost: $25.00 per person, which includes lunch. 

 Sign up sheets and more information for the     
retreats are available on the bulletin board. 

 

Payment for the overnight retreat is due by Sunday, 
January 7th. Payment for the day retreat is due by  
Sunday, January 21st. Please make checks payable to 
CNRC memo: women's retreat. 
 

Questions? Call or email Kay Brown at 732-683-0530, 
[scottandkaybrown@gmail.com]. 

Church School Chatter – Pre-School 
 

Church School begins early at the Colts Neck           
Reformed Church! We have a combined class of 3-year-
old and 4-year-old children. The children learn stories 
from both the Old and New Testaments. They are being 
taught by our returning teacher Alyssa Giles and our new 

Church School Offerings Support Morgan! 
 

Again this year, the offerings 
from our Church School  
children are dedicated to the 
support of Morgan Kinobe, a 
fourth grader who is associ-
ated with ChangeALife    
Uganda and attends the St. 
Lawrence School in Migyera, 
Uganda. Morgan needs  
support to attend school. He 
lives with his grandparents 
and five other grandchildren. 
Both of Morgan’s parents 
have died and his grandpar-

ents have few options for making money. The money our 
children give as offerings in their Church School classes 
will go to pay for Morgan’s tuition, uniforms, books, and 
provide him with two meals a day. Recently Morgan wrote 
to us, “I am praying so hard to become successful in my 
education so that I help my grandmother.” 
 

Each of the Church School classes learn about Morgan 
and have a month assigned to write him a letter. We hope 
we will forge a close relationship between our children 
and Morgan and that we will correspond with him over 
many years. In October, our 6th and 7th graders wrote to 
Morgan, telling him about Thanksgiving, explaining that 
“Thanksgiving is a day we give thanks for our blessings” 
and “we watch the Thanksgiving Day parade that takes 
place in New York City.” 
 

As your children continue to pray for Morgan, please   
consider sending an offering with your child when they go 
to Church School. The amount you send is not important; 
what’s important is that our children learn to reach out to 
others in need — thank you for helping us teach your  
children this lesson of compassion and caring.  

teacher  Lauren Baghsarian along with assistants Emily 
Contract, Sarah Geissler, Caitlin MacClellan, and        
Elizabeth Applegate. Each week there is one teacher and 
two assistants assigned for the class.  
 

The children enjoy some social time together (Play-doh 
is a favorite activity). Each child is encouraged to tell 
about their week and about things for which they are 
thankful. Then, they have a Bible story and an associated 
craft or activity. They are an active group of children and 
they love to act out their stories. Snack is also a much 
loved time.   
 

If you have a child in this age group, please consider 
bringing your child to this fun and faith-filled class!      
Children are dismissed for Church School following the 
Gospel for Children during the 9:15 service. Come to the 
class any week and register your child. You are always 
welcome to stay in the class with your child until he/she 
feels comfortable. 
 

We give thanks for Alyssa, Lauren and their dedicated 
assistants for bringing the joy of God to these children! 
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Have A Blessed Christmas! 
 by Stacey Savage 
 

Our responsibility as parents is to share 
the blessed Christmas season with our 
children. Let them always remember the 
special times that they shared with you 
so they will pass on the memories to their 
children. It is most important to be      
organized and to prioritize – decide that 
you want your children to remember the 
very best of the season, not you being 
hysterical! 
 

In order to accomplish this I have created a “Survival 
Skills List” for December:  
 

 Maintain a regular routine – ROUTINE IS      
IMPORTANT FOR CHILDREN. 

 Meals and snacks should be healthy and at    
normal intervals. A steady diet of fast food is not 
healthy. 

 Children and adults need plenty of rest and 
sleep. This is the worst time of year to be sleep-
deprived. 

 Include your child in your Christmas prepara-
tion – picking a tree, decorating, baking – things 
that are appropriate for their age-group. Have a 
non-breakable nativity for your child to arrange 
so they can become familiar with the Christmas 
story and the people it involved. Provide them 
with a small tree to decorate. If their participation 
with you is stressful, provide things that are child-
friendly, duplicating the things that you are doing. 

 Get a babysitter if you are going to be shop-
ping for an extended period of time. Children get 
cranky and whine when shopping and the stores 
are filled with sick adults! 

 Purchase the traditional Christmas DVD’s or 
record them so your child can watch them at a 
reasonable time. You will notice most Christmas 
shows begin at prime time, which is way too late 
for young children.  

 Plan a special event if possible – attend a fami-
ly-oriented play, go to the community concert 
and tree-lighting event, Christmas carol with 
your church family, get together with family and 
friends for hot chocolate, purchase tickets to the 
Nutcracker. 

 

This is a holy, happy time of year. Be at peace with    
yourself and your family and you will have created the 
best of the season. 

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary~ 
  

Poinsettia plants will grace the 
Sanctuary on Christmas Eve. They 
may be picked up following the 
9:00 p.m. worship service on  
December 24th or on Sunday,  
December 31st following the 11:00 

a.m. service. The cost is $12.50 each and they are  
available in either white or red. 
  

If you would like to add to the beauty of the Sanctuary this 
season by purchasing a poinsettia, please fill out the form 
found in the weekly bulletin, or call the church office    
(732-462-4555) by Monday, December 11th. 
  

Editor’s note: Please do not take your poinsettia early from the 
Sanctuary as they need to be in place for all the services.   

Annual Classis Assessment: Every year the Classis assesses all RCA churches a certain amount per     
member in order to help finance its services to congregations and the theological education and administrative costs of 
the Reformed Church in America. This assessment supports all three levels of denominational work (General Synod: 

$53.75; Regional Synod: $20.85; Classis: $40.90). The 2018 assessment is $115.50 per active adult member. 
  

Hopefully you have made a pledge to the mission and ministry of our church. Many people also wish to make an        
additional contribution to help cover this assessment. The initial offering envelope may be used for this purpose; you 
may also make a notation on your check in the memo section, “annual classis assessment”. 

Church Library Special Display! 
 By Debi Jensen 
 

On Sundays, December 10th and 17th, there will be a 
special display of Christmas mechanical figures to see. 
These figures are part of a collection by Tom and Ginny 
Russell, who collected them to entertain their children and 
grandchildren. You can come on these Sundays and   
enjoy them as well! 
 

In addition, we have a new 
Nativity display on the table 
in the library. This is a sturdy 
wooden set and so children 
are invited to touch and 
rearrange the figures in 
the set as they learn the Christmas story. 
 

Our Church Library is located outside of Fellowship Hall. 
Come and visit! 

~Pure Creations Workshop~ 
Rescheduled for January 

by Dianne O’Hara 
 

The Fall Essentials Oils Workshop has 
been rescheduled for Sunday, January 
14th at 12:00 noon in Fellowship Hall. 
CNRC member Katie Gilpin will help us 

make alcohol free hand sanitizer, all natural hand soap, 
and immunity roller (a roller bottle with essential oils in it 
that will support your immune system during the          
upcoming germ-y season). The fee is $10 to cover the 
cost of materials. Please sign up on the bulletin board in         
Fellowship Hall or contact Dianne O’Hara in the church 
office at [cnrc.care@gmail.com] for more information 
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Your Daily Prayers are Needed~ 
 

Please include the following members of our church   
family in your prayers this month. In addition to your  
prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, 
call or (if local) visit. If you are available to visit members 
of our church family and would like to be added to our 
rotating list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in 
the church office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-
4555. This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3 
months. 
 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 Kristin Howlett, daughter of Ken and Lonnie 
Howlett, ongoing health concerns 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home  
including, Ruth Carmeli (mother of Margaret 
Carmeli-Peslak), Barbara Reed and Irene  
Kiefer. 

Prayers and Condolences to~ 
 

 Tricia Guadagnino and family on the death of 
her mother, Eleanor Zilinski, on October 16, 
2017. 

 Betty Kluge and family on the death of her    
husband, Fred, on October 25, 2017. 

 Barb Tucker and family on the death of her    
father, William Strasburg, on October 27, 2017. 

 Betty Gomory on the death of her friend, Laura 
Neal, on October 30, 2017. 

 Claire Hall and family on the death of her sister, 
Jacqueline Murphy, on November 19, 2017. 

 Linda Rossano and family on the death of her 
mother, Elena Sanfilippo, on November 24, 
2017. 

Congratulations and Blessings to~ 
 

 Jennifer and Marty Lawlor on the baptism of 
their daughter, McKenna Elizabeth, on October 
8, 2017. 

 Kerri and Michael Ciskowski on the baptism of 
their children, Ryan and Austin, on October 15, 
2017. 

Dear Church Family, 
 

To all of the marvelous people and friends that reached 
out with their concerns, well wishes and prayers for me 
during my recent illness and hospitalization, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. During those dark days of 
not knowing what was wrong with me, your phone calls, 
get well cards, and meals were more supportive and 
treasured gifts than I can possibly tell you in words. I am 
making measurable progress toward the end objective of 
getting whole again. Your support and prayers are playing 
a major part in that success. Thank you.  
 

Frank Niemann 

The Chronic Illness/Pain Support Group 
meets the first Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m. at 
Perkins restaurant in Colts Neck. 
 

We will meet Monday, December 4th and Monday,      
January 8th** (**second Monday due to New Year’s Day). 
 

For more information, please contact Lonnie Howlett at 
732-833-8394 or [lonniespms@hotmail.com]. 

Pace the Race~ 
 by Penney Cowan 
 American Chronic Pain Association 
 

As the holidays approach, it is important that you         
remember one very important concept about living with 
pain: PACE! As activities pick up and the demands on 
time increase, it is easy to get caught up in the excitement 
of seeing family and friends, planning get-togethers, and 
shopping for needed supplies to ensure the holidays are 
successful.  
 

We are all well aware that stress is a part of the holiday 
season. There are so many plans to be made, so many 
things to do, so many obligations, and so little time for 
ourselves. One of the key elements of managing our pain 
is to listen to our bodies, hear that first “ouch” and stop. 
Unfortunately, we seem to turn a deaf ear to the         
messages that our body sends to us, letting us know it is 
time to stop. We push, we tell ourselves we will rest later, 
do our exercises later, ignoring the voice inside telling us, 
“ouch, ouch, and ouch!” 
 

It is not until we find ourselves in a situation that    
prevents us from doing anything that we stop. Suddenly, 
warnings ignored, our body refuses to go any further. All 
of our planning and effort is for naught; we cannot enjoy 
our time with family and friends or take part in activities 
and find we are dealing with increased pain. 
 

It is only in hindsight that we understand what       
happened. Thinking back, we do recall the first time we 
felt the "ouch." We also remember the pressure we felt to 
complete the task at hand. Ask yourself, what would have 
happened if you had taken ten minutes to yourself? 
Would taking the time have prevented you from          
completing your task? Doubtful. 
 

Perhaps you should begin planning now for the holi-
days. Make a list, break your tasks down to small man-
ageable steps, build in time for breaks, and most im-
portantly, listen to your body. It is like the tortoise and the 
hare: the slow and steady wins the race. I hope this year 
you will pace the race and enjoy the holidays! 

Did you know that... 

 Just one pound of weight loss translates to 
four pounds of relief for your knee joints? 

 11 pounds of weight loss can reduce the 
risk of developing osteoarthritis by          
one-half? 

 fifteen pounds of weight loss can cut your 
knee pain by one-half? 
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Who Am I? 
 

Audrey Galiardo 
 

pictured with granddaughter,  

Jeanette Bacon 

Sunday, December 31, 2017  New Year’s Eve. We worship this morning at 11:00 a.m. only. A time of coffee 
and fellowship will be prior to worship, at 10:30 a.m., in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a plate of Christmas cookies to 
share. Church School and youth choir rehearsals will not be held. 
 

Sunday, January 7, 2018  First Sunday of the Epiphany. We greet the new year giving thanks to God our 
Creator at two worship opportunities: 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. The two services are identical with the exception of a 
“Gospel for Children” offered at 9:15. The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. Anna Petrie, a daughter of our 
congregation and second year student at Princeton Theological Seminary, will preach. Church School and youth choir 
rehearsals resume; the Sanctuary Choir will provide music. 
 

Sundays January 14, 21, 28, 2018 We worship these Sundays at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. – rejoicing the Good News 
of God’s salvation. The Sanctuary Choir will provide music on the 14th and 21st; Morning Bells handbell choir rings to 
the glory of God on the 21st, and Celebration Ringers will ring on the 28th. Stay tuned for more information about      
scripture texts! 

(Worship Schedule, continued from page 12) 

Holy Yoga to return in the Spring! 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

We are so excited to announce that church 
member Barbara Tucker will begin Holy  
Yoga Training in January. Many of you have 
been asking if we are bringing the program 
back and the answer is “yes!” Look for     
classes to begin in the spring after Barb 
completes her training. Contact Dianne O'Hara with any 
questions at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].  

Canning Event Set for January~ 
 

Our Canning Crew loves to create 
jarred goodies to be sold at the 
Election Day Bazaar (our jars of 
goodies were a big hit at this year’s 

event!). We are always sure to make 
enough goods — most to raise 
money for the Benevolence Fund, a 
bit to sample as we create in the 
kitchen, and a few to bring home. Carol Lang leads us 
through fun, fellowship, and food prep with her patient 
guidance and creative recipes. It really is a wonderful 
time! Bring your own knife and cutting board, or borrow 
from us. 
 

Our next canning event is Sunday, January 21st, at 12 
Noon in Fellowship Hall. On the agenda is delicious 
Roasted Tomato-Lime Salsa and Cranberry Orange    
Butter! 
 

Please sign-up on the board in Fellowship Hall, or email 
Dianne O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].  

Caregiver Support Group Meets Monthly~ 
 

Do you care for a family member who is sick, elderly,  
disabled or going through a rough patch? If so, who cares 
for you? Our licensed mental health counselor, April 
Humes, leads this confidential support group with advice 
and encouragement. Our members find this group to be 
very helpful. 
 

Please attend our monthly meetings and allow them to be 
a source of comfort for you. This group meets monthly on 
a Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 The December meeting will be held on       
Tuesday, December 19th, in the Ministry Cen-
ter Upper Room at 6:30 p.m. 

 The January meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
January 23rd, in the Ministry Center Upper 
Room at 6:30 p.m. 

 

There is no sign-up required. For more information, 
please contact Dianne O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com] 
or April Humes, MA, LPC at [humeslpc@gmail.com]. 

Knit One, Pray Too! 
 

Knit One, Pray Too! is a knitting group started by Lynne 
Garner and Donna Mulligan to knit baby blankets which 
will be donated to local hospitals’ Neonatal Intensive Care 
Units for preemies. This group is for all knitting abilities!  
Lynne and Donna are happy to teach anyone who wants 
to learn. This group meets the second and fourth      
Tuesdays of the month in Lynne Garner’s home. Join us 
for some fun, fellowship and knitting for a good cause. For 
more information please email Donna Mulligan at 
[mulligand@optonline.net]  

Calling All Single Active Seniors~ 
 

The Single Active Seniors Group (SAS) meets on       
Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the 
Ministry Center. This is a weekly discussion and         
community activity group for unmarried older adults in the 
church and the community, which started meeting on our 
church campus in early April. They engage in lively     
conversation, plan social activities, and encourage group 
participation. The group, facilitated by Gerry Romano (a 
member of our congregation) features guest speakers to 
discuss topics of interest while offering fellowship,    
friendship and support. There are no fees to join  and no 
sign-up required—just show up! For more information, 
email Dianne O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com]. 
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COLTS  NECK  REFORMED  CHURCH 
P. O. BOX  57 

COLTS  NECK,  N. J.  07722 

December/January Worship Schedule 

Return Service Requested 

 

The Colts Neck Reformed Church welcomes you to come and be refreshed by the Word of God, times of prayer and praise, and the community of 
God’s people! We are a welcoming and affirming congregation where all are invited to participate in worshiping our gracious God and all are included in 
a community of faith, service and joy. The 9:15 a.m. worship service coordinates with our church school educational opportunities for three-year-olds 
through seventh graders. As such, this service contains a “Gospel for Children.” Professional nursery care for infants and toddlers is provided at both 
the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship services; the worship services are “live-streamed” in a “family room” where parents can bring their infants and toddlers. 
Both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. services contain the same sermon, hymns, prayers and special music. Youth choirs rehearse on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  

Sunday, December 3, 2017 First Sunday of Advent. We light the first candle on the advent wreath at the 9:15 and 11:00 
a.m. worship opportunities, and will celebrate the Lord’s Supper at both services. This is our “Frankincense Sunday” – in 
the time of Jesus frankincense was a consecrated incense and an important component of the services in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. It was one of the gifts offered to the infant Jesus. We’ll be focusing on the stewardship of our spiritual lives and a 
time of rededication. 
 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 Second Sunday of Advent. Two candles on the advent wreath are lit as we anticipate the 
coming of Jesus Christ, the light of the world! This morning at the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. we will focus on the stewardship of our 
Christian service. This Sunday is “Myrrh Sunday”. As people in Jesus’ day used myrrh to serve and bless others (myrrh resin 

was used often at the time of burial), this will be when we present our Christmas gift cards in support of hurricane and wildfire relief. 
 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 Third Sunday of Advent. We worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. as the light on the 
Advent wreath grows brighter. On this “Gold Sunday” we will look to the last of the gifts of the 
magi—gold—as we consecrate our financial gifts and pledges for 2018. 
 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 Fourth Sunday of Advent. The 11:00 a.m. worship service will 
be a service of anticipation as we observe the fourth Sunday in Advent, lighting the four outer 

candles on the wreath — but not the center Christ candle until the evening services. 
 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 Christmas Eve Worship Services: 9:15 a.m. forty-five minute family service especially 
geared to children of all ages. Children will stay in worship for the full forty-five minute service and we will have an            
impromptu pageant. The 4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., and 9:00 p.m. services are all traditional Christmas Eve services with carols 
and candles. Please refer to the article on the front page of this newsletter for details on all of the December 24th worship         
opportunities. 

(Continued on page 11, see Worship Schedule) 


