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Christmas Eve Worship Opportunities~ 
 

There are five Christmas Eve worship opportunities in 
which we share in the joy of the message that “This will 
be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger." (Luke 2:12) 

The 1:00 p.m. service is a family service in which the 
message of Good News will be 
conveyed in an interactive way 
that is especially geared toward 
families with children of all ages. 
This service will be held in the    
Sanctuary. 

The 3:00 p.m. service will be 
held in Fellowship Hall, upstairs 
in the Community Center. This is 
a contemplative worship time. It will center around     
hearing the nativity story, sharing the sacrament of    
communion, and singing Silent Night with the lighting of 
candles. 

The three later Christmas Eve evening worship            
opportunities (4:00, 7:00, and 9:00 p.m.) will be in the 
Sanctuary and are traditional Christmas Eve services with 
carols and candles. Music will be offered by the           
Celebration Ringers and Jubilation! choir at 4:00 p.m. The 
Exultation Ringers, Senior Choir and instrumentalists will 
offer music at 7:00 and 9:00 p.m. Nursery care will be 
available during both the 4:00 and 7:00 p.m. services. 

Christmas Gift Program Continues! 
“It’s not about how much we give 

but how much love we put into giving.” ~Mother Teresa 
by Beth Burke 

As you read this, the Christmas Gift Program to benefit 
guests of Family Promise and the St. Peter’s Community 

Outreach Supper is speeding       
towards its conclusion, but there are 
still many ways to help out! Sign-ups 
and drop-offs for Christmas Care 
Packages, Walmart gift cards, and 
general donations will continue    
during Coffee Hour Connections  
between the services in Fellowship 
Hall, and in the church narthex after 

the 11:00 a.m. service through Sunday, December 11th. 
On that date, the congregation will present their gifts   
during both church services (please note this is a change 
from the original date of December 4th). A decorated drop 
box for completed care packages will be in Fellowship 
Hall if you’d prefer to drop them off early. You may also 
drop off gift cards or monetary donations in the Ministry 

(Continued on page 3, see Christmas Gift Program) 

“The Sounds of Christmas” Concert 
Sunday, December 11th at 2:00 p.m. 

Bells, instruments and voices of our Celebration    
Ringers, Alleluia Jazz and Jubilation! choir will combine in 
an afternoon of Christmas music at 2:00 p.m. on       
Sunday, December 11th. These three ensembles will 
perform arrangements of familiar 
carols and Christmas songs, along 
with some original Christmas    
music by contemporary Christian 
composers. What better way to get 
in the Christmas spirit than by   
listening to beautiful Christmas 
music in our Sanctuary? Invite 
your family, friends and neighbors 
to this free concert which will be enjoyed by all ages! 

Senior Choir to Sing Selections from 

Handel’s Messiah – Sunday, December 4th 
 

On Sunday, December 4th, during both worship         
services, our Senior Choir and soloists, Matthew Goetke 
and Janine Faller, will sing selections from George  
Frideric Handel’s oratorio, Messiah. This musical work 

(Continued on page 6, see Messiah) 
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Dear Friends, 
 

The first Christmas cards 
have already arrived.     
Decorating has begun.   
Baking, shopping, partying, 
caroling, sharing, worship-
ing… it’s a busy season. Yet 
I was intrigued by these 
words from a blogger, Krista 
Ortiz, “But what if the most       
important thing that        

happens this Christmas isn’t something we do, but a 
question we ask?” This is a great time to ask others – 
friends, neighbors, co-workers: “Do you want to know   
Jesus?” 
 

The election has raised the anxiety level of many. It’s not 
about a political party or whether or not you voted for Mr. 
Trump – change is challenging, and this time of transition 
has the potential for more change than is typical. Much is 
unknown. So if you combine people’s heightened concern 
with the research that indicates that most people would 
come to church if someone they knew just asked — and 
that people are more receptive to going to church at 
Christmas than other times of year — it’s a great time to 
ask, “Do you want to know Jesus?” Invite someone to join 
you in worship, because knowing that the holiday is called 
Christmas, some will wonder, “What’s all the hype 

about?” Never underestimate the amount of desire a little 
curiosity can spark. Curiosity is what led the shepherds to 
meet Jesus, and curiosity could be what leads the people 
you invite to meet Jesus as well.  
 

This Christmas, we have the opportunity to introduce 
those who are hurting to the Savior. We can invite people 
to a place where they can meet the God who       
acknowledges their greatest fears, sees their deepest 
longings, and sent His Son to save us. I am deeply      
disturbed by the seeming legitimization of hate and white 
supremacy; we need to be for others shelter from the 
storm. Remember that Jesus was once a refugee. And 
remember the Word of the Lord: “Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the city of David a Savior has been born…”  
Luke 2:10-11 
 

Kay joins me in wishing you an Advent/Christmas season 
of abiding hope. We are extraordinarily blessed by your 
prayers, your care and your friendship. We love the     
opportunity to serve God with such a giving, creative, faith
-filled congregation. 
 

Abiding with you in God’s hope and comfort, 

Focus on Faith 
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Center main office – please do not leave those items in 
the Fellowship Hall dropbox. 
 

Though we have had a wonderful response to the       
program so far, we may still need volunteers to staff and 
provide food/supplies for the St. Peter’s Outreach    
Supper on December 23rd. Please check out the      
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall during the week or the 
Coffee Hour Connections table on Sundays for openings, 
recipes, and drop-off instructions. Serving pans for home-
made items are located in the back right corner of the 
Community Center kitchen. For further questions        
concerning any of this year’s Christmas Gift Program  
efforts, please contact Beth Burke at 732-462-9827, Barb 
Serafin at 732-946-3311, or Kathy Rodman at 732-946-
4121. May God bless us all during this beautiful season 
of caring and sharing our gifts with others! 

(Christmas Gift Program, continued from page 1) 

Who Am I? 
 

1. I was born in Rahway, NJ to an Italian 
Catholic mother and an Irish Protestant 
father. 

2. I attended Woodbridge schools. 

3. As a First Aider, I delivered 4 children including 
the third of my 4 children. 

4. I worked as a grocery clerk, at a hardware store, 
as an industrial postal worker, IBM machine     
operator, built fire engines, a body man, construc-
tion superintendent, property manager, bakery 
production at Delicious Orchards, automobile 
alignment technician, carpenter, and gas station 
owner. 

5. I have flown in 5 WWII aircraft. 

6. I was an elder in the Presbyterian Church. 

7. I have one brother. 

8. I have 8 grandchildren. 

9. Currently, I am a Military Defense Contractor. 

10. My wife and I have been married 56 wonderful 
years. 

 

Give up? Turn to page 11 to see my name and picture. 

New Member Class Offered~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

Interested in joining the church or learning more about 
us? We will offer a New Member class on Sunday,     
February 12, 2017 from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the      
Ministry Center Conference Room. If you are interested in   
becoming a member, we ask that you attend this class 
where Rev. Scott Brown will talk about the history of 
CNRC and what it means to be a member. If interested in 
attending, please contact Dianne O'Hara at 
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or call the church office (732-462-
4555) to register. 

Stewardship and Electronic Giving~ 
 by Tom Russell and Paul Anderson 
 

Your 2017 Faith Promise Stewardship card will be   
returned to you in January with your 2016 giving state-
ment. If you have not yet returned your card and wish to 
do so, you may place it in the offering plate or mail it to 
the church office, attention: Financial Secretary. If you 
never received a card and would like one, call the church 
office during the week. 
 

Electronic Giving is Available! Visit the church’s web-
site [coltsneckreformed.org] and follow the link under the 
“giving” tab, where you will find step-by-step instructions 
on how to set up your 2017 contributions by scheduling 
how much you choose to give along with the frequency 
(weekly, monthly, or one time). You input your own   
banking information, keeping your private information 
confidential. Your payments will be made automatically 
on the days that you designate. Online giving simplifies 
your personal banking and also makes the church’s cash 
flow more even and predictable. Set it up once, and it 
happens automatically after that. If you would like a tutori-
al or assistance, please call the church office or Greg 
Robinson (732-308-1644). 

Offering envelopes for 2017~ 
 by Tom Russell and Paul Anderson 
 

Your Offering Envelopes will be available to be 
picked up beginning Sunday, December 18th. Please 
look for your boxes on the tables in Fellowship Hall. If you 
need offering envelopes assigned, contact Pam Licata in 
the church office. 
 

You will notice that the 2017 envelopes do not have 
boxes to designate Current, Benevolence or Building. We 
operate under a unified budget. That means that your 
giving goes to support the broad range of ministries in the 
church, which certainly include benevolences and      
mortgage reduction — as well as salaries, educational 
ministries, administrative expenses and more. Rather 
than having you allocate your giving in different           
categories, please know that all of your offering goes to 
support the ministry of Jesus Christ, in and through the 
Colts Neck Reformed Church, in good and vital and    
important ways! If you would like information on the 
church's budget, you may ask any member of Consistory. 
You may still designate special gifts by putting a note in 
your envelope or on your check. 
 

Remembering the church in your will: If you would like 
information about remembering the church in your will, 
please contact Scott Brown or Jack Coffey, chairperson 
of the Endowment Fund Committee. 
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Have a Blessed Christmas~ 
 by Stacey Savage, Director of Early Childhood Ministries 
 

The holiday season is upon us, and for many people that means decorating the house, baking 
cookies and shopping at the mall. The sound of Christmas music can be heard everywhere you 
turn. Unfortunately all the sounds of the season aren’t happy ones. The sounds that often get 
overlooked at this time of year are the ones coming from children who are suffering from stress 
associated with the holiday season. 

Families want their holidays to be special and happy for everyone, especially children. But what 
many parents fail to remember is that the holiday season can be a time of hustle and bustle and a 
never-ending whirlwind of stress for their children. 

You can help your children manage their holiday stress by following these tips: 

 Limit TV and video games — It's very easy at this time of the year to allow the TV and video 
games to become the baby sitter. But children who are stressed need some type of physical 
activity or exercise. Remember routines — for parents of small children, this is especially good advice. During the 
holidays children will find their routines disrupted. They are often dragged along on shopping expeditions or taken to 
events over which they have no control. And when a routine is broken, stress can result.  

 Nutrition — Do you ever notice the lines at the fast food restaurants as it gets closer to the holidays? They are    
getting longer because parents typically are too busy to go home and cook a nutritious meal. And factor in all of 
those sugary holiday treats, and you end up with a stressed out, hungry family. Plan at least one healthy meal as a 
family every day. And don't forget to toss in a healthy snack while you're visiting the mall. 

 Family traditions — Many people fail to underestimate how important traditions are to themselves and their        
children. Family traditions offer great comfort and security for children when everything in their lives is being         
disrupted by the holiday season. Perhaps your family would enjoy creating an Advent calendar together, or baking 
cookies and delivering them to a local nursing home or soup kitchen. 

 Rest and relaxation — Everyone, especially children, needs to take a "time out" over the holiday season to rest and 
relax. For parents of younger children this is especially good advice, because a well-rested child will be much      
happier on a trip to the mall than one who is in desperate need of a nap. Schedule some rest and relaxation time for 
everyone in the family. 

The holiday season doesn't have to be a time of stress and exhaustion. Make sure you do your part to make the most 
wonderful time of the year live up to its reputation. You and your children will be glad you did. 

~Parents of Young Children~ 
Welcome to Worship at CNRC! 

 

Worship at the Colts Neck Reformed Church is            
intergenerational – on some Sundays you may see four 
generations of one family sitting in the same pew. And of 
course, among those generations, there are children. On 
any  given Sunday, there can be a chorus of laughter, 
crying, and fidgeting from children in worship. And for 
these children (and their parents!), we give thanks! 
 

We are so glad that you are here, and that you brought 
your children with you! Thank you! A few suggestions 
for your worship experience: 
 

 Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you 
have to suppress it in God’s house. 

 It can be helpful to sit toward the front where it is 
easier for children to see and hear. 

 Sing hymns loudly, pray, and voice the responses 
with enthusiasm. Children learn behavior by copying 
you. If you are excited about God, they will be too! 

 There are story books in the narthex (the entrance 
off Route 537) — your child is welcome to read, look 
at, and use these books. If you would like to borrow 
one of the books for a few days, feel free to do so. 

 Bring your child(ren) forward for the Gospel for 
Children during the 9:15 service, even if they are too 
young to attend Church School. You can sit with them 
during the Gospel and enjoy the experience with 
them. 

 Attend worship often. Children like and need      
routines in which they can participate. 

 

We also encourage you to use our Nursery and Family 
Room if your child is just too fussy to sit through a       
worship service. The Nursery and Family Room are    
located downstairs under the Sanctuary. The Nursery is 
intended for infants and toddlers up to age three and is 
staffed with two trained caregivers. Lots of toys and     
coloring books are there for your toddler to enjoy. The 
Family Room is across the hall from the Nursery. It has 
comfortable chairs, an attached restroom, books for your 
child, hymnals, and a large television where the services 
are streamed live. You can stay here with your child and 
still participate in the worship service. 
 

And to those who are sitting near worshiping parents 
and children: a smile of encouragement is always        
welcome to parents with small, active children! 
 

Jesus welcomed the little children, and so do we. 
Whether talking, crying, laughing, or singing, the sounds 
of children in worship are joyful songs of praise. 
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TEBS starts an Advent Study~ 
 by Debi Jensen 

Guess when our Thursday Evening Bible Study meets? 
You are right – we meet on Thursday evenings from 
6:00 to 7:15 p.m. in the Ministry 
Center Conference Room. Our 
study group has people of all  
ages (singles and couples). Debi 
Jensen is the regular leader but 
she encourages others to take a 
turn at leadership. We have been doing a “Bible 101” 
study where we look at an overview of each book of the 
Bible and have just completed our study of the Old Testa-
ment. Our plan after Christmas will be to begin our over-
view of the New Testament. 

We are going to do a special set of lessons for Advent 
and Christmas starting on December 1st. It is a great time 
to join in with our study! Our study guide will be On This  
Holy Night: The Heart of Christmas featuring reflections 
by several of today's well-loved Christian writers and 
speakers. On This Holy Night has selections for the 
Christmas season that are certain to encourage and    
inspire us. The six chapters are written by: Max Lucado, 
Rick Warren, David Jeremiah, John Maxwell, Jack      
Hayford, and Bill Hybels.  

Are you looking for a way to deepen your understand-
ing of the coming of the Christ Child into our world?    
Consider joining us for our Advent study. If that does 
not work into your schedule, then come and join us at any 
time you can. We love to have new members! 

Church School Chatter 

Kindergarten and First Grade 

We have a combined class of Kindergarten and First 
Grade students this year. They are an active and fun 
class who are learning lessons about the apostle Paul.  
They are learning about how Jesus spoke to Paul, 
changed his life, and then how Paul became a missionary 
for Christ. 

During Advent and Christmas, all the Church School  
classes will take a break from their regular lessons and 
learn about the birth of Christ. Special lessons will be 
taught and the children will make ornaments for our  
Sanctuary Christmas Tree. This is a wonderful time of 
year for the children and they so enjoy the Christmas  
lessons. If you have a child in this age group, please   
consider bringing your child to this fun and faith-filled 
class! Children are dismissed for Church School after the 
Gospel for Children at the 9:15 service. Come to the class 
any week and register your child. 

The children are being taught by Maggie Purcell and Aly 
Naysmith with assistants Alex Geissler, Amanda Geissler, 
Michael Walker, and Joe Mahoney. Each week there is 
one teacher and two assistants assigned for the class so 
that the children have lots of supervision and help. 

We give thanks for Maggie and Aly and their dedicated 
assistants for bringing the joy of God to these children! 

Thanksgiving Food Drive Wrap Up~ 
 by Clark Petrie 
 

Our Thanksgiving Food Drive concluded on November 
20th as members of Colts Neck Reformed Church       
delivered our non-perishable donations and frozen      
turkeys to Open Door, the food pantry we support in  
Freehold. We collected two carloads of canned goods, 
Thanksgiving dinner fixings, and four frozen turkeys this 
year. This much needed food will bring joy and cheer to 
many needy families in our area this Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season. Thank you to all who made this     
possible! 
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was composed in 1741 and is one of the best-known and 
most frequently performed choral works in Western     
music. 
 

The selections the choir will sing are from Part I of the 
oratorio, where the Messiah's coming and the virgin birth 
are predicted by the Old Testament prophets and the  
annunciation to the shepherds of the birth of the Christ is 
represented in the words of Luke's gospel.   

(Messiah, continued from page 1) Exultation Ringers to Ring at Monmouth University’s 

“A Musical Winter Wonderland” Concert 
Thursday, December 8th 

Our Exultation Ringers will ring at Monmouth University’s 
“A Musical Winter Wonderland” Concert which will be 
held on Thursday, December 8th at 7:30 p.m. in      
Wilson Hall. The concert will also feature the Monmouth 
University Chamber Choir, Concert Chorus, Chamber 
Ensemble and Jazz Band as well as several soloists. It 
will be an evening filled with glorious Christmas and    
holiday music in a beautiful setting! Tickets are $15.00 
and can be purchased online at [www.monmouth.edu] or 
by calling the Monmouth University Box Office at         
732-263-6889. A limited number of tickets may be      

available at the door on the 
night of the concert. 

Morning Bells Ring 
Out During the    
Advent Season 

 

Our Morning Bells handbell choir will give Christmas   
concerts at The Arbors in Spring Lake on Monday,      
December 5th

 
and at Applewood Estates in Freehold on 

Monday, December 12th. Please pray for this group as 
they share God’s love through music during the Advent 
season. 

“Singing With the Seniors” in December~ 
 

Do you like to sing Christmas carols? Come join us as we 
bring smiles to the residents of the Reformed Church 
Home and Brandywine Reflections by singing with them!   
Our schedule for December is as follows: 
 

 Saturday, December 17th at Brandywine   
Reflections in Colts Neck 
Meet there at 11:15 a.m. or at church at 11:00 a.m. 
if you’d like to carpool 
 

 Wednesday, December 21st at the Reformed 
Church Home in Old Bridge 
Meet there at 10:30 a.m. or at church at 10:00 a.m. 
if you’d like to carpool 
 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship 
Hall to indicate your availability. Questions? Contact    
Maggie Tripold at [mtripold@verizon.net] or 732-462-4555. 

Calling all Former Celebration Ringers! 
Alumni Bell Choir to Ring on Christmas Day 

If you have a young adult or college student that 
“graduated” from Celebration Ringers, please let them 
know that, as has become our annual tradition, we will be 
getting the alumni ringers together to ring during worship 
on Sunday, December 25th. We will rehearse that  
morning, December 25th at 10:00 a.m. We will also be 
contacting the ringers via email and Facebook with more 
information. Any questions – please call Kay Brown (732-
683-0530) or Maggie Tripold at the church office.   

What Star is This? Epiphany Art Project 
for Sunday, January 8th 

The Worship Committee is working on 
an art project for Sunday, January 8th 
to symbolize Epiphany, which is     
celebrated as the day that the Star of 
Bethlehem had finally led the Magi 
from the East to the child Jesus. But 
the greatest significance of the Star of 
Bethlehem was not its brightness, but 
its part in the heavenly announcement of everything that 
Jesus was. 
 

We need your help to create this project which will     
represent the awe and wonder of the Magi. Materials will 
be available on Sunday, December 18th during Coffee 
Hour for anyone who is interested in making a star(s) for 
the mobile. The stars will need to be returned to 
church by Tuesday, January 3rd. This is a great family 
activity for the week between Christmas and New Year! 

The Senior Choir rehearses with the choir from St. Mary’s  
Catholic Church prior to the joint Thanksgiving Worship Service. 
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Cookies = Happiness 

Sunday, December 4th from 4:00—6:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall and Kitchen 
 

Let’s cheer up our congregation’s college freshmen and sophomores and 
give them a little energy boost to get through their final exams. All        
ingredients provided…we just need bakers and packers! Please RSVP to 
Michelle Spears at [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com] or kindly reply to the 
“remind” invite if you can join us! 

December Events for 
Middle School and High School Youth 

(6th—12th Grades) 

“The Sounds of Christmas” Concert 

Sunday, December 11th at 2:00p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Come out to soak in some Christmas spirit and show your support for 
your peers! Bells, instruments, and voices of our Celebration Ringers, 
Alleluia Jazz, and Jubilation! Choir will combine in an afternoon of 
Christmas music in our Sanctuary. Friends are always welcome! 

~Christmas Caroling~ 
Sunday, December 18th from 3:00—5:00 p.m. 

 

Please join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as 
we spread the true meaning of Christmas through song.  
After meeting at the church, we will drive to the homes of 
selected congregants. We will finish caroling in the church 
neighborhood and gather back at Fellow-
ship Hall for hot cocoa and devotions. 
Dress warmly; bring a flashlight…and a 
friend or two! Please RSVP to Michelle 
Spears at [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com]. 

~Christmas Break Get-together~ 
 

Watch for details on a Youth Group activity to 
be held over the school break! 

Election Day Lunch, Dinner and Craft Bazaar a Great Success! 
 by Betsy Aras, Chairperson 
 

I want to take a moment to say THANK YOU to all those who helped make our 2016 
Election Day Event successful. We had a new organizational structure this year,  
utilizing a team of leaders to get the event organized and see it through completion. 
Thank you to Charlie Fox (marketing), Carol Lang (supplies), Lisa Geissler (volunteers), 

Kathy Rodman (Sunday/Monday prep), Dianne O’Hara (lunch), LuAnne Petrie (dinner), 

Adrianne Spota-Walker (Craft Bazaar), Mary Van Mater (Craft Bazaar), Dave Cook 
(clean up), and Susan Linnell (CEO who created our new structure) for serving on the 
leadership team. But of course none of it can happen without the participation of the 
congregation, working in your homes to roast 50 turkeys, baking cakes and pies, 
canning fruit and vegetables, crafting and quilting, coming out to eat at the lunch and 
dinner, shopping at the craft bazaar, working the key volunteer positions Sunday 
through Tuesday, and helping to clean up on Wednesday. The task is enormous and 
each and every year, you come through with a smile on your face—thank you, thank 
you, thank you. 
 

We raised approximately $13,500 ($7,600 through the lunch and dinner and $5,900 
from the craft bazaar sales). That money gets contributed to our benevolence      
account, which supports mission endeavors locally, nationally, and abroad. 

New Jersey Devils "Faith and Family Night" 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017 

Puck drops at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Calling all hockey fans! Join your church 
family as we watch the New Jersey Devils 
take on the LA Kings at the Prudential 
Center, Newark. Cost is $39 per ticket.    
Family and friends are welcome. Families 
are responsible for their own transportation; however, 
chaperones/drivers will be available if you will be join-
ing us without an adult.  
 

To reserve tickets, please sign up on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall and indicate if you will need a ride. Email 
Michelle Spears [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com] with any 
questions. 

Save the date: 30-Hour Famine 
 

January 20—21, 2017; overnight 
with our friends from the          

Reformed Church of Hawthorne. 
Details to follow! 
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CNRC 
Health and Wellness Ministries 

by Dana Eugenio 
Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 

Staying healthy during the holidays... 
...Be calm, cool and collected 

Is the rushed pace of December wearing you down? 
Stressed about having houseguests — or being a house-
guest? Anxious about the holiday meal pleasing all      
palates? Concerned that Christmas conversation will be 
ruined by acrimonious political discussions? Then be  
prepared with a relaxation plan! To preventatively ward off 
anxiety, take walks, practice yoga and stay connected 
with loved ones on a regular basis. Also, consciously plan 
an inner ‘escape’ in the event that Yuletide feels less fes-
tive, and more frantic. 

Here is an example of a mental first aid kit, in case of an 
emotional emergency: Once you notice your breath     
getting shallow, or your head staring to ache, take slow 
and calming breaths. Deeply inhale and feel your belly 
expand, fully exhale and feel your belly drop. Allow the 
exhalations to get longer than the inhalations. Pull your 
shoulders down and away from your ears. Unclench your 
jaw. Unfurrow your brow. Force the corners of your mouth 
upward into a grin. Recognize that you cannot control 
people or fickle recipes, only how you react to them. Keep 
your breath, your movements, and the tone of your voice 
calm. Mentally detach yourself from aggravating          
situations—observe without judgment, and try to see the 
humor or irony from a forgiving point of view. 

If all else fails, serve dessert early. And never lose sight 
that Christmas is a celebration honoring the birth of our 
one true King, who gifts us with love, grace and mercy 
every day of the year, in this life and the life everlasting. 
Thanks be to God.   

Congregational Christmas Cookie Baking! 

Saturday, December 17th at 12:30 p.m. 

Our church Advent Series this year is called, “The Senses 
of Christmas: Meeting Jesus through Smell, Sound, 
Touch, Taste, and Sight”. The Health and Wellness     
Ministry will be providing the “Taste” component of this 
unique way to experience the Christmas season. Please 
contribute to this offering by joining us to bake cookies, 
including gluten-free and dairy-
free, for our church family to  
enjoy during one of our services. 
Of course, we’ll be sure to bake 
enough delicious cookies to 
have some to take home, too. 
This time of festive fellowship 
and food will get you in a Christmas mood! Please sign up 
on the Fellowship Hall board.** 

**A group of us will be coming straight from “Singing with the 
Seniors” at Brandywine. If you would like to spend lunchtime 
with us before we bake, please bring a bagged lunch to Fellow-
ship Hall at 12:00 noon…if you’re interested in “Singing with the 
Seniors” as well, check out page six for more information – what 
a day of spreading Christmas cheer! 

If you have questions or comments about any 
Health and Wellness Ministry activities, please email 

Dana Eugenio at [danae@holyyoga.net] 

Simple and Healthy Recipe… 

Parmesan-Roasted Butternut Squash 

A delicious snack, as well as an easy side dish! One 1-½ 
lb. butternut squash, peeled, seeded, and cut into 3/4 
inch pieces (or, just buy pre-cut fresh squash); 2 Tbsp. 
olive oil; 1/3 cup grated parmesan (try Parmigiano-
Reggiano, it’s more flavorful), ¼ tsp. dried thyme (or 
sage, or basil). 

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Coat a 15x10 in.     
baking pan with non-stick baking spray, or place 
parchment paper or non-stick tin foil on the pan. 
Place squash in prepared pan and drizzle with oil, 
and sprinkle with salt and pepper. 

2. Roast 15 minutes. Stir the squash; roast 5 min more. 
Sprinkle on cheese and herbs. Roast 2-5 more mins, 
or until squash is tender. Keep an eye on the squash 
while roasting! Don’t burn it - cooking time is variable. 
Recipe adapted from BH&G. 

~Caregiver Group Continues to Meet~ 
 

Are you a caregiver? Being a caregiver presents many 
challenges among them: 

 feelings of guilt and frustration; 

 balancing kids and aging parents; 

 dealing with doctors and insurance 
companies; 

 finding time for you; 
 

We will be talking about this and more at our next      
caregiver meeting, led by April Humes, MA, LPC, on  
Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m. in the Ministry 
Center Conference Room.  
 

This is a very informal meeting where we will talk about 
issues that you, as a caregiver, are facing. All are        
welcome. 

Canning Crew, Making Christmas Gifts! 

Join us on Sunday, December 4th at 12:00 Noon in   
Fellowship Hall as we create joyful jars of holiday good-
ness that we can give out as Christmas gifts! Carol Lang, 
our canning crew leader, will guide us in making         
Decadent Raspberry Chocolate Topping and Zesty Peach 
Salsa, and will provide charming labels for us to put on 
our giftable treats. Please join us for this time of canning 
and festive fellowship. There is a fee of $8 and a        
recycled jar—in return you get 3 canned treats, ready for 
gifting — a great deal! Please email Dana or sign up on 
the Fellowship Hall board. 



The Reformed Informer Page 9 

Join your Church Family for 

A Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance 
An evening of fantastic food, delightful dancing 

and fabulous fellowship 
 

 Date: February 11, 2017 

 Time: 7:00—11:00 p.m.  

 Place: CN Fire Co. #1 Rt. 537 Colts Neck 

 Cost: $25.00 per person 

 Featuring Music by DJ Ryan 

 Food: hors d’oeuvres, buffet dinner,   
desserts and beverages 

 Limited to 100 people 
 

Looking for a great night out for a great price? The men of 
the church (with a little help from the women) will be  
hosting this Valentine-themed event for couples and    
singles. 
 

Lots of help will be needed; set up, prepping the food, 
decorating, serving, and clean-up. Check the volunteer 
sheet on the bulletin board to sign up to help. 
 

Sign-ups for the dance will go up in early January. 

Women’s Retreat 2017 
"A Common Bond" 

by Kay Brown 
 

Women of the Colts Neck          
Reformed Church and their friends 
are invited and encouraged to   

attend our annual overnight women's retreat Friday,  
January 27th (7:00 p.m.) through Saturday, January 
28th (5:00 p.m.) At the retreat this year, led by Rev.    
Donna Field, we will explore how we connect with       
ourselves and with others. In this connection, we will see 
how we experience God, how we can make a connection 
through scripture, and how we connect by sharing       
encouragements and affirmation. 
 

Details: We gather on Friday, January 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
at The Chateau Inn and Suites, Spring Lake, NJ. 
 

 single occupancy $135 (limited to the first nine 
women who sign up) 

 double occupancy $105 (per person) if you do 
not have a roommate preference you can still 
sign up and let another woman sign up in the 
room with you 

 triple occupancy $75 (per person) 
 

The cost includes overnight accommodations, breakfast 
and lunch. Please note the change in format from        
previous years: the retreat will conclude after late        
afternoon worship, dinner is not included. 
 

You may check in to the Chateau anytime after 3:00 
p.m. on Friday. Friday night dinner is on your own. We 
will begin our time together at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sign-up sheets for the retreat are on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall. Payment for the overnight retreat 
must be received by January 8, 2017. Please make 
checks payable to CNRC memo: women's retreat. 
 

Questions? call or e-mail Kay Brown 732-683-0530, 
[scottandkaybrown@gmail.com]. 

We’re Broadway Bound next May 2017~ 
 by Maggie Tripold and Betsy Aras 
 

Mark your calendars and make plans to 
join your church family as we head to NYC 
to see the new musical, “Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory” on Saturday, May 13, 2017. The 2:00 
p.m. matinee performance at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre 
will be preceded by lunch at the Hard Rock Café.  
 

The ticket cost of $132.50/person is all-inclusive (round trip 
bus transportation from CNRC, lunch at Hard Rock Café, 
mid-mezzanine theatre seats, and tip for the bus driver.  
 

Sign up begins on Sunday, December 11th and      
payment in full is due by January 15, 2017. Look for the 
poster on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. A wait list 
will be added when the bus fills. 
 

This would be a great Christmas gift for family, friends, 
moms and children (it’s Mother’s Day weekend!) Speak 
with Maggie Tripold (732-462-4555) or Betsy Aras (732-
741-5940) if you have any questions. 

Green Tips for December~ 
 by Patrick Malloy 
 

It’s December and we're not talking cash! 
This holiday season, consider giving gifts 
to friends, family and co-workers that will 
last the whole year through... plants! 
 

Among your many options... 

 House plants with particular air-purifying qualities, 
like pathos, philodendron, and spider plants. 

 Miniature azaleas, rose bushes, hibiscus, 
Christmas cactus or holly. 

 A set of seed packets for the vegetable or flower    
garden. 

 A gift certificate for plants or seeds from a      
gardening supply catalog or shop. 

 Landscape plants native to your region of the country. 

(Continued on page 11, see Green Tips) 

Thank You Jared Reid~ 
 

For the past several years Jared Reid has quietly and 
faithfully served our congregation behind the scenes! Jar-
ed regularly transported the donated food, which is col-
lected weekly in the narthex of the sanctuary, to Open 
Door, the food pantry in Freehold. Jared is no longer driv-
ing, thus concluding this service to us and to God. Thank 
you, Jared for your care and mission-mindedness. 
 

If anyone would enjoy picking up this volunteer service 
(every other week coming to the church at your conven-
ience, loading up the food and bringing it to Open Door), 
please contact Clark Petrie, our Commissioner of Mission 
[clarkpetrie@hotmail.com]. 
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Your Daily Prayers are Needed~ 
 

Please include the following members of our church   
family in your prayers this month. In addition to your   
prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, 
call or (if local) visit. If you are available to visit members 
of our church family and would like to be added to our 
rotating list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in 
the church office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-
4555. This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3 
months. 
 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 Andrew Schaber, grandson of Brian and   
Nancy Allain, treatment for Burkitt’s Lymphoma 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home in-
cluding, Ruth and Tony Carmeli (parents 
of Margaret Carmeli-Peslak), John Cerny,  
Betty Hundley (mother of Jim Hundley) and 
Irene Kiefer. 

Prayers and Condolences to~ 
 

 Jeanne Sokol and family on the death of her 
mother, Johnnie Lehman, on November 6, 
2016. 

 Nanette Swordsma and family on the death of 
her uncle, Cosmo Pisani, on November 10, 
2016. 

 Nancy Ruiter and family on the recent death of 
Nancy’s brother, John Hartog. 

Congratulations and Blessings to~ 
 

 Jim and Brenda Wishbow on the birth of their 
grandson, Benjamin Anthony Skube, on       
October 21, 2016. Proud parents are Michael 
and Alexandria Skube 

 Muyshann and Joseph Dazzo, on the baptism 
of their daughter, Vivienne Mei, on October 30, 
2016.  

 Jeff and Jamie Knol on the birth of a daughter, 
Margot Adelaide, on November 16, 2016. 

 Laurie and Greg Robinson on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Brielle Elaine, on November 17, 
2016. Proud parents are Kevin and Katelin 
Robinson. 

 Sarah and Jay Moran on the baptism of their 
son, Connor James, on November 27, 2016. 

The Women’s Book Discussion Group will 
meet on Tuesday, December 13th from 12:00 noon to 2:00 
p.m. at the home of Kathie Nolte (732-780-8499). 
We will be discussing “Crooked Letter” by Tom 
Franklin. All women of the church are welcome to 
attend this monthly book group where we enjoy 
informal discussion, light refreshments and each 
other’s company. We meet on the second     
Tuesday of the month, through the program year. 
Contact Lynne Garner at 732-493-4619 or 
[revandref@yahoo.com] for more information.  

Have You Read~ 
by Connie Paul 
 

Do you like mysteries? One of my favorite 
series is by Julia Spencer Fleming who 
writes about an Episcopal priest, Rev. 
Clare Fergusson, and Chief of Police Russ Van Alystyne, 
in upstate New York, The first in the series is In the Bleak 
Midwinter. She tells a good story with characters you care 
about. There are now eight books in the series. 

Blood Drive set for January 25, 2017~ 
 by Kathy Rodman 
 

CNRC will be hosting its biannual blood drive for the  
Central Jersey Blood Center on Wednesday, January 
25, 2017 between the hours of 3:00 and 8:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. For those of you who are regular      
donors, the last day to donate blood and still be eligible 
for our January drive was November 30th. If you aren’t a 
regular donor, please consider giving 
blood. It’s not difficult and could save 
someone’s life. 
 

See the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall to 
schedule the time that works best for you. 
Or you can go to [cjbcblood.org] and 
schedule an appointment. If you use the 
blood center’s website, select Donor Login from the menu 
at the top of the page then login or create a user name 
and password if you haven’t done so previously. Follow 
the prompts to schedule a time. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Kathy Rodman at           
732-946-4121 or [krodman2@gmail.com]; or Cathy Della 
Fera at 732-462-4171 or [loca2@optonline.net], and we’ll 
be glad to help. 

Quilt Group Celebrates Christmas~ 
  

The Piecemakers Quilting Group will have their 
annual Christmas Party on Monday, December 
5th, at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Betsy Aras, 7 Fox 
Hill Drive, Little Silver. 
  

The Quilters will continue to meet on Monday     
evenings through the month of December, including 
the 12th, 19th, and 26th. New members are always 
welcome to join this group. Meet us in Fellowship Hall on 
Monday evenings from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. Call the church 
office for more information.  

The Chronic Pain/Illness Support Group 
meets on the first Monday of the month at 11:00 a.m. at 
Perkins Restaurant in Colts Neck. For December, please 
join us on Monday, December 5, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

If you’d like to hear more about this 
group, please contact Lonnie    
Howlett at 732-833-8394 (home) or 
email at [lonniespms@hotmail.com].  
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Who Am I? 
from page 3 

 
Bob Gassaway 

 
pictured with wife: 

Lilyan 

New Jersey Devils 
~Annual Faith and Family Night~ 

 

Join your church family as we meet at the Prudential  
Center (Newark) and sit together to watch the New Jersey 
Devils play the LA Kings. The puck 
drops at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 24, 2017. Cost is $39 per 
ticket and everyone is responsible 
for their own transportation. Please 
sign up on the bulletin board in    
Fellowship Hall if you'd like to      
reserve a ticket, or speak to Dianne 
O'Hara [cnrc.care@gmail.com] with 
questions. 

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary~ 
  

Poinsettia plants will grace the 
Sanctuary on Christmas Eve. They 
may be picked up following the 
9:00 p.m. worship service on  
December 24th or on Sunday,  
December 25th following the 11:00 
a.m. service. The cost is $12.50 each and they are avail-
able in either white or red. 
  

If you would like to add to the beauty of the Sanctuary this 
season by purchasing a poinsettia, please fill out the form 
found in the weekly bulletin, or call the church office    
(732-462-4555) by Monday, December 12th. 
  

Editor’s note: Please do not take your poinsettia early from the 
Sanctuary as they need to be in place for all the services.   

Church Family Christmas Card Exchange~ 
  

December can be a little less 
hectic and costly if you join 
the annual Christmas card 
exchange. It enables you to 
send just one card to the   
entire church family. You may 

include a short message if you choose. All messages will 
be printed and included in the worship bulletins on  
Christmas Eve. If you wish to participate, please submit 
your card to the church office by Sunday, December 
18th. Cards will also be posted on the bulletin boards for 
all to enjoy! 

CNRC Annual Adult Fellowship 

Christmas Party 
 

Join the church family on Saturday, December 10th, at 
the home of Kathie and Wayne Nolte, 93 Stone Hill Road, 
Colts Neck, from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. for our annual CNRC 
Christmas Party. Please bring 
either an appetizer or dessert 
to share along with a $5.00 
donation to help cover costs. 
 

We will have a "White Elephant" 
gift exchange. This is a good 
time to find a home for that one-of-a-kind item buried 
deep in your closet – bring it wrapped and anonymous 
(one gift per person or per couple). Re-gifting from previous 
"White Elephant" events is encouraged! Come out and 
join your fellow friends and family of faith, enjoying great 
food, fun and fellowship together! 
 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 
during Coffee Hour, or call the church office to add your 
name to the list. We are also asking for help with set up or 
clean up. 
 

If childcare or a ride to the party is needed, please contact 
Dianne Maxwell at 732-706-5683 and the Fellowship 
Committee will do their best to help! PLEASE NOTE: This 
event is designated for adults only. 

~Christmas Caroling~ 
Sunday, December 18th from 3:00—5:00 p.m. 

 

Please join your church family for an 
afternoon of fun and fellowship as we 
spread the true meaning of Christmas 
through song. Meet at the church 
(Community Center) at 3:00 p.m. and we 
will drive to the homes of congregants. 
We will finish caroling in the church 
neighborhood and gather back at       

Fellowship Hall for hot cocoa and devotions. Dress  
warmly; bring a flashlight…and a friend or two! 

 A basketful of tulip, daffodil and crocus bulbs. 

Other festive tips to save some green: 

 Recycle last year's cards into this year's gift 
tags. Use serrated scissors to cut the front of the 
card into appealing shapes and sizes. 

 Make sure this year's cards are made from 
recycled paper. 

 Put E-mail to work and send paper-free       
electronic greeting cards. 

 Avoid wrapping paper. Use    
newspaper or brown craft paper 
that you can decorate yourself. 
Sunday comics also make a color-
ful, recyclable wrap kids will love! 

(Green Tips, continued from page 9) 
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COLTS  NECK  REFORMED  CHURCH 
P. O. BOX  57 

COLTS  NECK,  N. J.  07722 

December Worship Schedule 

Return Service Requested 

 

Christmas Day Worship! As part of our worship on Sunday, December 25th (one service at 11:00 a.m.), you are invited to bring a bell with you – 
a dinner bell, sleigh bell – anything that makes a “jingle” – to help ring in the Good News of Christ’s birth. As you enter the Sanctuary, keep the 
bells muffled and quiet, then near the close of the service we will join in ringing and singing “Joy to the World” in an acclamation of praise and joy. 
Search out those bells and bring them with you to church so together we can proclaim that Jesus Christ is born! We conclude our series as we see 
the Christ child in our midst. Worship on January 1, 2017: Please note that there will be one service on New Year’s Day – at 11:00 a.m. There 
will be a Gospel for Children, but no church school. This is an ideal opportunity for families to share in the sacrament of communion together. Start 

off 2017 in the best way possible: worshiping God with your church family! 

Sunday, December 4, 2016  Second Sunday of Advent. We light the first two candles on the Advent wreath 
this morning at the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship opportunities, and will celebrate the Lord’s Supper at both services.   
Music will be offered by the Senior Choir as they present several selections from Handel’s Messiah! Come and           
experience the sounds of the season! 

Sunday, December 11, 2016  Third Sunday of Advent. We worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. Music will 
be offered by the Echo/Joyful Ringers and Senior Choir at both services as the light on the Advent wreath grows brighter. We 
give thanks in anticipation of the arrival of Jesus Christ into our world and our lives. Come and experience the touch of the sea-
son! 

Sunday, December 18, 2016  Fourth Sunday of Advent. Our Alleluia Angels and Cherub Choir will provide 
service music at both worship opportunities – 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.  Come and experience the taste of the season! 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 Christmas Eve. There are five Christmas Eve worship opportunities        
(1:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., and 9:00 p.m.) in which we share in the joy that “This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." (Luke 2:12) The Good News is that Jesus Christ is Lord! 
Read the article on the front page for all the details on Christmas Eve Worship opportunities. 

Sunday, December 25, 2016  Christmas Day. We worship this morning at 11:00 a.m. only. Yea, Lord we 
greet thee, born this happy morning! Come and give thanks for the good news of the great joy. Bring a bell with you to 
worship (if you don’t have one, we’ve got plenty!) to ring in the Good News of Jesus’ birth. 

Sunday, January 1, 2017  First Sunday after Christmas. We greet the New Year giving thanks to God, our 
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. Please note: we worship this morning at 11:00 a.m. only. There will be nursery 
care provided and a Gospel for Children offered during this service. The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 


