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Coffee Hour Conversation Tables~ 
 

All are invited to coffee and fellowship time between the 
worship services! It is a time of connection and conversa-
tion – all to build up the body of Christ. Thanks to those 
volunteers who host and provide snacks. (This is a wonder-
ful opportunity for those with gifts of service and hospitality. 
Please contact Betsy Aras if you’d like to help.) 
 

To help conversation clusters there are now high-top   
tables. These were recently purchased with money from 
the memorial fund. Please enjoy – and as 
you do so, remember to include others, 
meeting those whom you might not      
already know. Also, please help by throw-
ing away your plates and cups! 

Remembering Those Who Have Died~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

On Sunday, October 30th there will be a Remembrance 
Service in the Sanctuary for anyone who is grieving a 
loved one and would like to remember and celebrate their 
life. The service will begin at 4:00 p.m. 
 

As part of the service you can have a 
keepsake candle with the name of your 
loved one. If you would like to have a 
candle, please contact Dianne O’Hara at 
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-4555 
ext. 112, by Tuesday, October 25th to 
give her the name. If you do not wish to 
reserve a candle you are still welcome to 
attend. 

Rally Day Wrap Up~ 
 

Sunday, September 11th, 
was a wonderful day in 
the life of our congrega-
tion. Worship was God 
centered, and  reflected 
our call to be travelers – 
invested in the culture of 
the Kingdom of God, and 
not just tourists. 
 

The Ministries Expo was 
exciting as people of all 
ages learned about the 
wide range of ministry 
and mission opportuni-
ties. The library was    
inviting, and sign-ups for 
programs was terrific.   
 
 

The picnic was fabulous. Great weather, the most        
attendees ever, wonderful music from Alleluia Jazz, and 
delicious food catered 
by Saker Shop Rite 
kept with the travel 
theme and featured 
international cuisine. 
Thanks to the Fellow-
ship Committee for 
their outstanding work 
in making this such an enjoyable gathering. Kudos! 

The 150th Annual Election Day Event, set for 
Tuesday, November 8th, is fast approaching. 
Be sure to get involved in this time-honored     

tradition by volunteering to help in some way. 
If you want to help but are not sure how, send us 

an email to [electiondaycnrc@gmail.com] 
and we’ll get you onboard! 

CROP Walk is Sunday, October 16th 
in Red Bank. Mark your calendars and 
get signed up to participate. Turn to 
page 9 for more information. 



The Reformed Informer, October 2016 Page 2 

     Office Staff 
 

 Scott D. Brown, Minister — Home #732-683-0530 
 email: revscottbrown@verizon.net 

 Debi Jensen, Pastoral Associate 
 email: debi_jensen@verizon.net 

 Maggie Tripold, Director of Music and Worship Arts 
 email: mtripold@verizon.net 

 Dr. David Tripold, Organist and Senior Choir Director 

 Dianne O’Hara, Congregational Care Coordinator 
 email: cnrc.care@gmail.com 

 Pam Licata, Church Administrator/Secretary 
 email: coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net 

 Stacey Savage, Director of Early Childhood Ministries 
 email: cnrcns@verizon.net 

 Dana Eugenio, Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 
 email: danae@holyyoga.net 

 Joy Lenz, Administrative Assistant, Nursery School Secretary 

 Betsy Aras, Newsletter Editor email: betsy.cnrc@gmail.com 

 

Consistory 
 

Elders: 
Reed Feuster ...... Vice-President 
Connie Paul ........ Worship 
Jane Rappleyea .. Discipleship for Ongoing Ministries 
Kathy Rodman .... Assimilation & Congregational Care 
Claire Morris ........ Long Range Planning/Health & Wellness 
Sean Horan ......... Discipleship for Youth/Young Adults 

 

Deacons: 
Chris Weh ........... Clerk 
Andrea Van Note Outreach 
Doug Freeman .... Fellowship 
Paul Anderson .... Stewardship and Finance 
Bob Gassaway .... Building & Grounds 
Clark Petrie ......... Mission 

The Reformed Informer is published monthly by 

Colts Neck Reformed Church, 139 Route 537, P.O. Box 57, Colts Neck, NJ  07722 
 

Church office phone:  732-462-4555  •  Nursery school phone: 732-462-4662 
Fax: 732-866-9545  •  Church e-mail: coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net  •  Website:  http://www.coltsneckreformed.org 

Church office administrative hours:  (Monday — Friday)  8:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Newsletter Editor: Betsy Aras / Articles are due the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Submissions may be edited. 
Email Submissions to:  Reformed.Informer@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Ministry is an odd and   
wondrous calling. That 
phrase is not coined by me, 
but it is apt. To think that 
there are those of us set 
apart or chosen to convey 
the grace of God. To    
communicate the Word of 
the Lord. To hold           
confidences. To share in 

the most wonderful and vulnerable moments of life (and 
death.) I am so humbled that God has claimed me in such 
a way. I know, beyond  a shadow of a doubt, that it is not 
because I am close to being worthy. I am a sinner, saved 
by grace.   
 

As Christians, our primary vocation is to live and love like 
Jesus. Some do this by being a Christian salesperson, or 
a Christian teacher, or a Christian plumber, or… well, you 
get the point. God gives abilities and aptitudes for many 
ways to witness to God and earn a living. It’s great that 
not all of us are engineers, just as it’s good that not all of 
us are preachers. But some are – and it’s odd and     
wondrous to be called on to lead a church, to comfort the 
afflicted and afflict the comfortable, to preach, to      
prophesy, to administer the sacraments, to offer pastoral 
care. 

Our, Kay and I, daughter, Julia, will be ordained as a  
Minister of Word and Sacrament on October 9th. I hope 
you will join in this time of worship and commissioning. 
We saw gifts of ministry in Julia from a young age – but 
didn’t tell her as we didn’t want to unduly influence her to 
follow in her dad’s footsteps. Yet a call from God was 
there. 
 

That’s one part of what’s necessary to be ordained (in 
common parlance, “to become a reverend.”) First there 
needs to be an inner call – a sense that God is nudging 
you to do this. Then there needs to be training — in the  
Reformed Church you are required to have an             
undergraduate degree, then seminary training. This is a 
Master of Divinity degree, which is a three year, full-time 
program. This is when you learn, among other things, 
Greek and Hebrew and church history and counseling 
and theology and preaching and church administration. 
This is when one seeks a confirming call – that your 
home church recognizes gifts of ministry. For Julia, our 
elders affirmed her. Then the classis (our regional       
assembly of ministers and elders) also interviews and 
questions a candidate. After the conclusion of the        
academic work, the classis administers an examination, 
much like passing the bar exam if one wished to be an 
attorney, or a CPA exam if one were to be an accountant. 
Then finally, if all those steps have been climbed, there 
needs to be a call to a form of ministry. This is a confirma-
tion that others see God’s gifts in a person. 
 

(Continued on page 3, see Focus on Faith) 

Focus on Faith 
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For Julia, she is currently a chaplain-resident at a hospital 
in Normal, Illinois. She is extending her training, but also 
administering the sacraments, leading chapel services, 
calling on patients, caring for the distressed and bringing 
God’s hope. With all the criteria being met, the classis, 
which is a corporate bishop, will lay hands on her and 
officially designate her as Reverend Julia Brown. I’m so 
proud. Thank you for your prayers, your care and your 
love. Julia was baptized here when she was six weeks 
old, confirmed here, ordained an elder here, and soon to 
be ordained here. 
 

Colts Neck Reformed Church – thank you! 
 

(Focus on Faith, continued from page 2) 

Annual Meeting Review~ 
 

At the annual congregational meeting held last month, 
finances of the year past (fiscal year 7/15-6/16) were   
reviewed – thank you for the dedicated financial support. 
The current budget, which although reflects modest     
increases in some areas to keep up with cost of living and 
additional programming for a growing church, is lower 
than previous years due to staff reduction/reconfiguration.  
This budget was supported.  
 

New deacons, Paul Anderson and Andrea Van Note and 
new elders Reed Feuster and Sean Horan were elected.   
Thanks to Harry Carter, Paul Jensen, Paul MacClellan 
and Jeanne Sokol who completed their tenure of service.   
 

A highlight of the evening was the “year in review” power-
point/slide presentation. This wonderful slide show of 
photographs is available by contacting Betsy or Pam at 
the church office. In looking both back and forward, may 
we give God glory and humbly be obedient to his       
commission to share the Good News of salvation. 

Who Am I? 
 

1. I was born in Neptune, NJ. 

2. I grew up in Freehold Township across 
from the Nescafe plant on Jerseyville 
Avenue. 

3. I went to high school with Laurie Harris. 

4. I played football with Tom Savage on the Freehold 
Regional High School team in 1963 and 1964. 

5. I married my high school sweetheart. 

6. I have lived the vast majority of my life within four 
miles of the smokestacks on the Nescafe Plant in 
Freehold. 

7. My wife and I live in the house where she grew up. 

8. I did not learn to play a musical instrument until I 
was 47 years old. 

9. I am an author, writer, and public speaker. 

10. I was an assisting minister in the Lutheran faith for 
15 years. 

 

Give up?  Turn to page 11 to see my name and picture! 

New Member Class Offered~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

Are you interested in joining the church or learning more 
about us? We will offer a New Member class on   
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 from 7:00-8:45 p.m. in 
the Ministry Center Conference Room. If you are     
interested in becoming a 
member, we ask that you 
attend this class where Rev. 
Scott Brown will talk about 
the history of CNRC and what 
it means to be a member. If 
interested in attending, 
please be in touch with Dianne O'Hara, Congregational 
Care Coordinator,  at [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-
4555, x112, to register.  

Meet Our Newest Members~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

On Sunday, September 11th, we welcomed seven new 
members into the life of the Colts Neck Reformed Church.  
Please find time to say “hello” and welcome them into the 
church.   
 

Noelle Mcilvaine and her husband 
Brian live in Freehold. She first 
heard of CNRC from Jeff Brown 
and Amy Lewis when they were 
friends in high school. After        
attending grad school in Texas,  
Noelle became an adjunct English 
Professor but left to join the     
Catholic Charities Disaster         
Response Program, which provides 
case management for all the victims 
of Hurricane Sandy as they continue to rebuild. She has 
just accepted a new job as the records clerk for the     
Atlantic Highlands Police Department as a further step in 
a career in public service. In her spare time Noelle enjoys 
running and is currently training for a Spartan 10-mile  
obstacle course in October and the Philadelphia 26.2 mile 
marathon in November. She and her mother, Debbie   
Davies, are looking forward to meeting people and getting 
involved in some church groups. 
 

Ginny and Jim McGall live in 
Applewood Estates and some 
of their friends told them about 
CNRC. Ginny is a St. Lawrence 
University (in New York State) 
graduate and worked as a math 
teacher before her retirement. 
Jim is a graduate of Brown   

(Continued on page 4, see New Members) 
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University, served in the U S Army, worked in the        
aerospace industry, and retired from his position in the 
Treasurer's Office of The American Federation of         
Musicians. After retiring, Jim and Ginny lived in North 
Carolina for 20 years, but recently moved back to New 
Jersey to be closer to their three grown children and six 
grandchildren. Jim enjoys golfing, traveling and he plays 
bridge. Ginny enjoys music, has joined our Morning Bells, 
and swims a half mile every day. They feel very at home 
at our “vibrant church.” 
 

Robert and Gerlinde Martin 
live in Tinton Falls with their 
eighteenth month old son, 
Jacob. Robert is a SGT in 
the Army National Guard, 
stationed at Fort Dix. He  
enjoys golfing and any     
outdoor activities. Gerlinde 
owns her own business 
called Soaps Up, where she 
sells organic soaps, lip balms and lotions and more. 
Gerlinde enjoys arts and crafts and is looking to expand 
her business by doing party favors and wholesale in local 
stores. On November 12th, Gerlinde will be hosting a 
Pure Creations workshop in Fellowship Hall. Turn to page 
10 for more details and make plans now to attend! 
 

Doug McCoy lives in Free-
hold. He has two grown 
daughters, Christy and Katie. 
Doug is a mechanical engi-
neer and works for the     
Department of Defense. He 
is a member of the Senior 
Choir and in his spare time 
he enjoys auto mechanics, 
construction, woodworking 
and boating.  
 

Debbie Davies has lived in 
Monmouth County for most of 
her life having grown up in 
Middletown, and living in  
Howell for the last 30 years. 
Debbie and her husband, 
Glenn have been married for 
32 years and have two 
daughters; Noelle (who also 
joined), and Danielle, who 
lives in Boise, Idaho. Debbie 
is a dental hygienist and has 
been working in the same 
office for 31 years. Some of her many hobbies and inter-
ests include; sewing, quilting, gardening, baking, skiing 
and playing tennis. She appreciates the active, committed 
congregation here at CNRC and looks forward to serving 
alongside you all. 

(New Members, continued from page 3) Meet our New Consistory Members~ 
 by Scott Brown 
 

New members of consistory were recently elected.  
Please keep them, and the entire church leadership team 
in your prayers. 
 

Paul Anderson serves as a deacon with primary respon-
sibilities in the area of Stewardship and 
Finance. Paul resides with his wife 
Sandy in Colts Neck. Paul has three 
sons, Devin, Doug and Ronnie. Devin 
has two children, giving Paul the joy of 
being a grandfather! Doug attends the 
University of South Carolina and Ronnie 
is a senior at Colts Neck High School. 
Paul is an executive vice-president for 
Hunter, Roberts Construction, a major 

commercial construction company in NYC. For fun he 
enjoys fishing, golfing and doing what projects Sandy has 
ready for him! Fun fact: Paul’s favorite restaurant is Wolf-
gang’s Steakhouse, in New York City. 
 

Reed Feuster has been elected to 
serve as our Vice-President. As such, 
he chairs the Personnel Committee.  
Reed lives in Freehold Township with 
his wife Nancy. They have three adult 
children and three grandchildren. 
Reed grew up in Charleroi, PA, is a 
retired engineer, and is a model train 
enthusiast. He’s been a member of 
CNRC for 12 years and his favorite 
restaurant is Clementine’s in Avon. 
 

Sean Horan is an elder with coordinating oversight for 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 
Sean lives in Lincroft, NJ with his 
wife, Briana, and three children,   
Owen, Declan and Olivia. He is a 
Senior Branch Manager for       
Randstand US, managing their  
Hackensack and South Plainfield 
offices. Sean has been a member of 
CNRC for 7+ years and his favorite 
hobbies include date nights with his 

wife, exercising, and watching Liverpool FC (soccer). His     
favorite restaurant is MJs in Tinton Falls and Ocean City, 
NJ is a favorite vacation spot. 
 

Andrea Van Note serves as a     
deacon involved in Outreach         
Ministries. She lives in Oceanport 
with her husband, Jeff, and they have 
six adult daughters and one grand-
daughter. Andrea is the Operations 
Coordinator at Monmouth University 
and handles everything from parking 
to card access on campus. She is 
also a part time Realtor with 
Camassa Agency in West Long Branch. Andrea joined 
CNRC in September of 2013. She enjoys traveling,     
gardening, cooking and spending time with her grand-

(Continued on page 5, see New Consistory) 
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daughter; her favorite restaurant is the Keyport Fishery; 
and her favorite vacation spot is any national park. 
 

In addition to these new consistory members, the        
following people continue in their service: Connie Paul 
(Worship), Kathy Rodman (Assimilation), Jane         
Rappleyea (Discipleship for Children and Youth), Doug 
Freeman (Fellowship), Clark Petrie (Mission), Claire 
Morris (Health and Wellness), Bob Gassaway (Building 
and Grounds) and Chris Weh (Clerk). Please keep all 
these leaders in your prayers as they work with Scott 
Brown, the staff and congregation to promote God’s work. 

(New Consistory, continued from page 4) The Green Team Report~ 
 by Patrick Malloy 
 

Each fall, leaves turn from a 
summery, fresh green to        
autumnal, rich reds and yellows. 
As homeowners tackle the job of 
raking leaves, clearing gardens, 
and cleaning yard debris, they 
create a lot of noise and         
pollution. In fact, one              
gas-powered leaf blower can 
emit as much pollution as 80 cars! Here are some tips for 
a quieter, cleaner way to maintain the yard: 
 

Choose hand-powered or electric tools over gas: 
 

Leaf blowers: Rakes are effective, and cheaper than 
using a leaf blower. Plus, you get a chance to burn some 
extra calories! If you need a power tool for a hard to reach 
spot (like your roof, or in between shrubbery), try an   
electric leaf blower rather than a gasoline-powered one. 
Electric leaf blowers are usually quieter, more              
energy-efficient, and get the job done just as well as their 
high-powered counterparts. 
 

Garden trimmers: As an alternative to more energy-
intensive trimmers, you can also try electric trimmers. Or, 
if you want to be a retro gardener, use manual shears to 
trim back invasive bushes and carefully prune your      
favorite tree. 
 

Lawn mowers: Many yards are small enough that a hand
-powered lawn mower does the job. Hand-powered lawn 
mowers are very quiet, replacing the roar of a power   
motor with the quiet whir of the lower-tech model. If you 
have a larger yard or one that requires heavier        
maintenance, research electric lawn mowers which make 
less noise and have a lower environmental impact.  
 

Hire neighborhood kids to help: If you don’t have the 
time or energy to clean up your yard after a long work 
week, support the local economy by hiring kids in the 
neighborhood to help you with your yard work. Not only is 
it affordable, but it’s also more ecological! 
 

Compost as much as possible: Instead of putting your 
leaves, branches, and weeds into plastic bags only to be 
picked up by trash collectors, consider turning this lawn 
“waste” into nutrient-rich soil ready for your spring garden! 
Collecting compost is quite easy and can save money on 
soil and fertilizer when it comes time to start your garden 
after the cold season. Almost everything in your yard is 
compostable (grass and plant clippings, leaves, dead or 
brown weeds), except for weeds that have seeds or     
pernicious weeds (i.e. ivy) that can withstand composting. 
Mix in some of your kitchen waste as well – fruit and   
vegetable peels, tea bags, and coffee grinds – to increase 
your yield. 

CNRC Nursery School Begins 46th Year~ 
 by Stacey Savage 
 Director of Early Childhood Ministries 
 

The school year at the Nursery School has jumped off to 
a great start. There are already wide grins, skipping in the 
hallway and new friendships. It is a very exciting time of 
year for children and adults!  
 

For 2016/17, our enrollment continues to look healthy. We 
have 12 4/5 years olds, 18 3-year-olds and 16 2/2-½ year 
olds. Our teachers include Mrs. Sharon Mazzucca, teach-
ing our 4/5 year old class; Mrs. Laura Tucker and Mrs. 
Holly Willis teaching our 3 year old classes, and Mrs.   
Alison Scher is teaching the playgroup. Our teacher    
assistants are Mrs. Crissy Applegate, Mrs. Kay Brown 
and Miss Casey Renna. The Nursery School is so       
fortunate to have a compassionate and experienced staff. 
 

Our school calendar is packed with fun-filled activities for 
the entire year. Some of the fall activities include: harvest-
ing pumpkins from our own Nursery School garden which 
also includes marigolds, potatoes, and green beans; 
walking through Holmdel Park to see fall changes; having 
a Halloween parade and a fall festival; hosting our 4th 
annual Spooky Science Night (on Thursday, October 27th 

from 5:30-7:00 p.m.); studying about the First Thanksgiving 
and sharing a feast with our families; making gifts for our 
parents and baking cookies at Christmas time. This year 
we will also continue our Meeting with the Minister   
Program, a special time when the children meet Rever-
end Brown in the Sanctuary to discuss what being a good 
Christian means when you are 3 or 4 years old. 
 

Back by popular demand are a number of new          
preschool enrichment activities including ballet, music and 
movement, geography, literacy and science discovery. 
Please visit our Nursery School Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/CNRCNS for information on all the 
exciting things happening at the school. 
 

The children are exposed to a tremendous amount of  
information and given the opportunity to experiment with 
equipment, ideas and behaviors. We provide a learning 
environment that is safe, carefully structured with the best 
interest of all children. This is our 46th year providing 
quality early childhood instruction and we are still enjoying 
every minute of it.  

http://www.thedailygreen.com/living-green/blogs/green-products-services/leaf-blowers-55102003
http://www.earthshare.org/2009/08/collecting-compost.html
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COLtS NECK REFORMED CHuRCH 
150th ELECtION DAY LuNCHEON, DINNER AND BAZAAR 

tuESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2016 
 

LUNCHEON 

TWO RESERVED SEATINGS are AVAILABLE AT 11:15 AND 12:30 P.M. 

Open Seating Based on Availability from 11:30 A.M. TO 1:30 P.M. 

TAKE-OUT ORDERS WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM 11:00 A.M. 
 

MENU CONSISTS OF: 
TURKEY SALAD PLATE, CHIPS, TOMATO WEDGES, ROLL 

OR 
HOT TURKEY SANDWICH PLATE W/DRESSING 

 

BOTH INCLUDE CIDER, CRANBERRY RELISH, COLESLAW, DESSERT, AND BEVERAGE 
 

ADULTS                                $10.00 
CHILDREN UNDER 12           $5.00 

 

DINNER 

THREE RESERVED SEATINGS AT 5:00, 6:15, and 7:15 P.M. 

TAKE-OUT ORDERS AVAILABLE FROM 5:30 to 6:30 P.M. ONLY 
 

MENU INCLUDES: 
CIDER 

TURKEY WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS 

MASHED POTATOES AND GRAVY 

DRESSING, GREEN BEANS, CRANBERRY RELISH, RELISH TRAY, 

ROLLS & BUTTER, DESSERT AND BEVERAGE 
 

ADULTS (sit-down)              $15.00 

CHILDREN UNDER 12         $6.00 

ADULTS (take-out)               $15.00 

CHILDREN UNDER 12         $6.00 
 

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS DURING COFFEE HOUR (after the 9:15 a.m. service) 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 9th TO THE CHURCH FAMILY / TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC ON OCTOBER 11th 

CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (732-462-4555) DURING THE WEEK TO PURCHASE TICKETS 
 

The Craft Bazaar is a wonderful place to begin your holiday shopping! Church members have been busy sewing, 
crafting, decorating, canning and baking for this all-church event. There will be lots of holiday ornaments and 
handmade crafts to be found in the Christmas Room and Country Store, while delicious homemade breads, jellies, 
pies, and cakes can be found in the Bake Shop. Donated artwork will also be available for sale. The Bazaar (held 
downstairs in the Community Center) will be open from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 8, 2016. 

 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE LUNCHEON, DINNER AND BAZAAR WILL BE GIVEN TO 
THE ONGOING BENEVOLENCE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH. 

 

To purchase tickets for the Election Day Luncheon/Dinner please contact the church office at 732-462-4555. 
To volunteer or for more information, please email [electiondaycnrc@gmail.com] 
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Table for Five…Thousand! 
The Miracle of the Loaves and Fishes 

An Intergenerational Musical 
 

Many of you remember the wonderful intergenerational 
musical The Tale of the Three Trees that involved over 80 
members of our congregation of all ages in March 2014.  
It was such a great experience for so many that we’ve 
been looking for another opportunity to do something like 
it.  And we found it! 
 

Table for Five…Thousand! is the musical version of the 
miracle of Jesus feeding the five thousand. This is the 
only miracle – apart from the resurrection – that is report-
ed in all four gospels. In this musical version of the story, 
the focus is on the narrative as it appears in John – where 
one young boy with five loaves and two fish is the catalyst 
for everything that follows.  
 

Table for Five…Thousand! will be presented on Sunday, 
March 19, 2017 and we need your help! Our youth choirs 
– Cherubs, Alleluia Angels and Jubilation! – will be learn-
ing the music. But we also need adult actors, actresses 
and singers and help with scenery, costumes and props.  
 

For more information and to find out how you can be   
involved, come to our Coffee Hour Connection on   
Sunday, October 23rd in Fellowship Hall.  

Our Musical Ensembles are in Full “Swing!” 
 

Rehearsals for all of our musical ensembles are           
underway. And many of the groups have several new 
members, which is just wonderful! If you are new to 
CNRC (or have been around for a while!) and are        
interested in learning more about any of our musical 
groups for you or your children, please contact Maggie 
Tripold in the church office at 732-462-4555. 

“Hymn Sing Sunday is one of my 
Favorite Services of the Year!” 

 

The above comment was heard numerous times after our 
worship service on Sunday, August 21st – the day of our 
annual hymn sing. It was a joyful Sunday of singing! Our 
Sanctuary is filled each Sunday with spirited singing in 
praise of God, but particularly at our hymn sing. 
 

Have you wondered what hymns are most requested?  
Well, here are the results! 
 

How Great Thou Art (8); Amazing Grace (7); 
The Old Rugged Cross (6); In the Garden (5) 

 

We sang several of your requested hymns during worship 
in September and we will continue to sing others through-
out the year, so keep coming back to worship. You never 
know when your favorite hymn might be sung! 

Singing With the Seniors in October 
(formerly Women’s Outreach Choir) 

 

Do you like to sing “oldies but goodies” and patriotic 
songs? Can you spare an hour or so on a Wednesday 
and/or Saturday morning once a month? If so, this is the 
group for you! This is not a choir that sings for senior  
citizens, rather it’s a group who sings with them. We don’t 
rehearse, we just go and share the joy of music with the 
residents of the Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge 
and Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck. Women and 
men of any age are welcome! You can come alone or 
with your partner/spouse – the more the merrier! Anyone 
who has sung with this group (formerly the Women’s  
Outreach Choir) can tell you that we are blessed by the 
residents every time we go and sing. And you can sign up 
month by month – come when you can! 
 

Our schedule for October is as follows: 
 

 Saturday, October 15th at Brandywine Reflec-
tions in Colts Neck; Meet there at 11:15 a.m. or 
meet at church (11:00 a.m.) if you’d like to     
carpool. 

 Wednesday, October 19th at the Reformed 
Church Home in Old Bridge; meet there at 10:30 
a.m. or meet at church (10:00 a.m.) if you’d like 
to carpool. 

 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in Fellow-
ship Hall to indicate your availability. Questions? Contact 
Maggie Tripold by phone or email at 732-462-4555, x114 
or [mtripold@verizon.net]. 

~Save the Date~ 

Sunday, December 11th at 2:00 p.m. 
“The Sounds of Christmas” Concert 

 

Our Celebration Ringers, Jubilation! choir and Alleluia 
Jazz will be presenting a variety of Christmas music — 
sacred and secular, from old familiar favorites 
to new renditions that will be sure to get you 
into the Christmas spirit. Invite your friends, 
family and neighbors to this free concert! 

The Senior Choir sings during Worship on 
Rally Day, September 11, 2016. 
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Fourth Graders to Receive Bibles 
~Sunday, October 16th~ 

 

It is our tradition in the Colts Neck Reformed Church to 
give a Bible to each of our children in the fourth grade 
church school class. This year, we will be presenting   
Bibles to the class on Sunday, October 16th at the 9:15 
a.m. service just before the Gospel for Children. Please 
come and enjoy this special event with our fourth graders. 
If you have a child in the class, they can sit with their  
family and then they will be called up to the front of the 
church to receive their Bibles. The children will then be 
excused to Church School class following the Gospel for 
Children. 
 

If you have a child who did not get a Bible as a fourth 
grader, please contact Debi Jensen (732-462-4555 x122 
or email debi_jensen@verizon.net) to arrange for your 
child to participate. 
 

Studying and reading the Bible is to be enjoyed 
throughout our lifelong spiritual journey. Let’s Celebrate 
the Journey with our children! 

Confirmation Class Has Begun~ 

Our Confirmation Class of 2016-2017 began on          
September 25th with an introductory class for parents and       
students. Classes this year will be held from 12:00 
p.m. until 1:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center Upper 
Room. At the first class, the requirements were explained 
and each student received a notebook and study Bible to 
use. Our next class will be Sunday, October 2nd. 

We are happy to welcome nine students this year. Our 
students are: Kelly Applegate, Courtney Campbell, Julia 
Contract, Marian Hager, Katherine Hill, Hunter Janowski, 
Cassidy Kemp, Sarah Maxwell, and Joshua Sass. 

Rev. Scott Brown, and Debi Jensen are looking forward 
to leading another group of our young people through 
confirmation and to their own public profession of faith of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. This is indeed a journey 
to celebrate! 

Thank You to our Summer Interns! 

This summer, our church was privileged to have four   
interns: Julianna Heck, Faith Lenz, Jillian Sherman, and 
Ben Zaccaria. Their jobs were varied and here are some 
of the things they did: Jillian Sherman put together the 
lesson plans and crafts for each of the Sunday Summer 
Activities for our youngest children and gave a Gospel for 
Children. She also organized a youth group farewell party 
for Jeff and Jamie Knol. Ben Zaccaria presented a Bible 
Study on the Maccabees and was a worship liturgist. Ben 
prayed at a worship service at Applewood Estates and  
visited members of the congregation. Julianna Heck 
scanned and categorized historical documents from the 
Election Day Dinner under the supervision of Susan    
Linnell. Julianna was also a liturgist. Along with Faith 
Lenz, they inventoried and filed curriculum and music. 
Faith Lenz took the lead on the cleaning and organizing of 
our resource rooms, and sorting the New Destinies 4 Kidz 
items. She was also a Gospel for Children leader. Togeth-
er with Julianna, they planned and implemented a      
summer Ice Cream Social for the congregation. 

Julianna tells us, “I learned most importantly the signifi-
cance of team work and working together as a group. It 
was incredible to see the progress of the Election Day 
Dinner project. From two large binders of history, we were 
able to create something that would be useful for a large 
amount of people and something that can be added to 
year after year.” 

Ben had some special memories, “I cherish the moments 
I get in the pulpit and with the kids up front, talking to  
people in need of visitations is incredibly rewarding, and 
being able to lead a Bible study fulfils my true passion. I 
was able to learn even more about the book of           
Maccabees, while being privileged enough to spread that 
newly-found information to others.” 

Jillian writes, “When I was told I could work as an intern 
over the summer, I immediately said yes. I love finding 
ways to give back to the church when they need help.  
Doing this internship not only was a way to help the 
church but made me feel like a member of the church. I 
never felt like I belonged more than I did this summer.” 

And Faith sums it up, “However, reflecting upon my work 
this summer with the Colts Neck Reformed Church, the 
most rewarding part of the internship was working with 
such wonderful people. Mrs. Jensen offered her help and 
mentorship every step of the way, Julianna and I worked 
side-by-side most of the time, I got to help out Mrs. 
Tripold, see Reverend Brown in his “natural habitat”, was 
greeted by Pam every morning, and met one of my     
favorite people ever, Gary, our church sexton. That being 
said, thanks for a great summer and a great opportunity 
CNRC!” 

Thanks to these wonderful young people of our church.  
Their contributions this summer were invaluable to CNRC 
and to their own spiritual journeys! 

Memorial Gifts were given during the month 
of September in memory of Bobby Coulson. 

Have You 
Remembered 
the Church 

in your will? 
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 6th-8th grade—Middle School Youth 
Fellowship will have their first fellow-
ship event on Sunday, October 2nd 
from 1:30-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
We’ll get to know one another and play 
some games! 

 

 The public schools are off on Wednesday, October 
12th — so let’s go canoeing! This event will be open 
to all youth and their friends in grades 6-12. We 
will meet to carpool in the church parking lot. When 
everyone is loaded up we will head to Princeton 
where we will rent canoes and spend some time on 
the canal. After canoeing we 
will eat bag lunches and head 
into the town of Princeton for 
ice-cream. 

 

We will meet at church at 10:00 a.m. and parents 
can expect their youth to be back at church by 5:00 
p.m. (Celebration Ringers, you will be able to stay at 
church for your rehearsal!) 
 

 Cost: Please bring $10 to help pay for canoe rental, 
and ice cream. 

 Packing: Please pack a bag lunch, a towel, and a 
change of clothing in case you fall into the canal! 

 RSVP: Please email the church office at 
[coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net] by Friday, 
October 5th to reserve a spot. 

 

 CROP Walk! Sunday October 16th. For youth and 
people of all ages. The walk to 
raise funds to alleviate hunger 
starts and ends at Red Bank 
Regional High School in Little 
Silver. Registration begins at 1:00 p.m. and the 5 mile 
walk begins at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 Middle School and High School Youth: Meet at the 
Sakers (1 Laurel Court, Millstone 
Township) on Saturday, October 
22nd from 7:00—9:15 p.m. for 
pumpkin carving and evening     
vespers around the fire pit! Please 

RSVP to the church office so that we can ensure 
enough pumpkins for all! 

 

 High School Youth – Sunday, October 30th, 
5:00—6:30 p.m. beginning in the 
Youth Space, downstairs in the       
Ministry Center. Sardines… Manhunt…  
Dinner… Bible study… 

Save the Date – October 16th 

CROP Walk in Red Bank, NJ 
 

This year we will be joining with Red Bank at 1:00 p.m. 
on Sunday afternoon, October 16th in their 36th annual 
5-mile CROP Walk to end hunger. Money raised is used 
to restock local food pantries and a 
portion goes to Church World     
Service, an organization focused on 
feeding people in all corners of the 
world. Look for the information 
table in Fellowship Hall during 
coffee hour where you can sign up, 
learn about getting sponsors, and 
get your questions answered by our 
coordinators, Steve and Jeanne Johnson. You can email 
the Johnson’s directly at: [steveandjeannej@gmail.com]. 

The Women’s Book Discussion Group will 
meet on Tuesday, October 11th, from 12:00 noon to 
2:00 p.m. at the home of Pam Russo (732-741-8375). We 
will be discussing “Indian Creek Chronicles: A Winter 
Alone in the Wilderness” by Pete Fromm. 
 

All women of the church are welcome to attend 
this monthly book group where we enjoy infor-
mal discussion, light refreshments and each 
other’s company. We meet on the second 
Tuesday of the month through the program 
year. Please call or email Lynne Garner at 732-
493-4619 or [revandref@yahoo.com] for more 
information. (Editor’s note: next month’s meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, November 15th) 

Have You Read? 
 by Connie Paul 
 

The Prayer Box is the first in a    
series called Carolina  Heirlooms. It 
was written by Lisa Wingate in 2012 and has been well 
reviewed. Set on Hatteras Island, it is the story of a young 
single mother who gets given the job of going through the 
effects of an elderly neighbor. Chief among the effects are 
81 prayer boxes, which tell the story of the woman’s life 
and which help the young woman come to terms with her 
own story. A sympathetic and faith-filled tale which con-
tains nuggets of wisdom, most of us will find a thought or 
two useful in our own lives. 
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CNRC 
Health and Wellness Ministries 

Did you know that our church offers: 
A Chronic Illness/Pain Support Group? 

Our group provides fellowship for those with chronic    
illness or pain, as well as for those who have a loved one 
dealing with these ailments. We are not defined by our 
chronic illness or pain, yet because we have it in        
common, it connects us to one another. We support one 
another through sharing experiences, feelings, and 
knowledge. We also just have a great time together,   
sharing a meal and a laugh! Our group meets the first 
Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m. at Perkins restau-
rant in Colts Neck. Our next gathering will be on October 
3rd. For more information, please contact Lonnie Howlett 
at [lonniespms@hotmail.com] 

Canning Crew 
~Potluck Dinner and Canning Event~ 

Our Canning Crew loves to create jarred goodies to be 
sold at the Election Day Bazaar. We are always sure to 
make enough goods: most to raise money for the Benev-
olence Fund, a bit to sample as we create in the kitchen, 
and a few to bring home. Carol Lang leads us through 
fun, fellowship, and food prep with her patient guidance 
and creative recipes. It really is a wonderful time! Bring 
your own knife and cutting board, or borrow from us. 

A Potluck is a great way for our church family to come 
together and inspire conversation and connection with 
one another. A shared meal feeds our bodies as well as 
our spirit. 

Our next Canning Crew Event is a group potluck dinner 
followed by creating jars of October-ish deliciousness. 
The Pot Luck Dinner and Canning Combo is on      
Friday, October 14th at 6:00 p.m. Bring a simple dish to 
Fellowship Hall to share with the Crew. After a fine time of 
dining and chatting, we’ll get to ‘work’ (more like ‘play’) in 
the kitchen. On the agenda: Spicy Honey Mustard and a 
Pickled Sugar Pumpkin. Please sign-up on the board in 
Fellowship Hall, or email [danae@holyyoga.net].  

Simple and Healthy: 
  Toasty Spiced Pumpkin Seeds 
 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Line a rimmed baking 
sheet with parchment paper. Place 1 cup raw pumpkin 
seeds, 1 tsp extra virgin olive oil, ¼ tsp sea salt, ½ tsp 
ground cumin, and ½ tsp ground coriander in a bowl, and 
stir until well combined. Spread the mixture on the pre-
pared baking sheet and bake for 7 to 8 minutes (check 
after 5 minutes to prevent burning). Use your senses: 
Once you smell the spices, and you hear the seeds start 
to pop, they’re done. Allow to cool on the baking sheet. 
Enjoy! 

Health benefits: pumpkin seeds contain zinc, which helps 
boost memory as well as mood. They also contain iron, 
potassium, magnesium, and calcium, which all improve 
mental focus, reduce anxiety and delay cognitive decline. 
Cumin and coriander have an anti-inflammatory effect on 
the body, and contain vitamins and minerals which im-
prove cognitive functioning and memory. 

Recipe adapted from “The Healthy Mind Cookbook” by 
Rebecca Katz 

Church Staff Availability~ 
 

Staff members are available in the 
church office at varying times. Several 
positions are part-time with flextime and 
there are times when work happens 
away from the church office or the minister is out visiting. 
If you wish to be certain that a particular person is     
available, it is good to call ahead, and if possible, to 
schedule an appointment. Of course, if a specific person 
isn’t available at a particular time, typically others will be 
able to assist you. And please don’t hesitate to use e-mail 
or voice mail; we want to help and assist as effectively as 
possible! 
 

Scott Brown  day off: Tuesday 
  732-462-4555, x110; [revscottbrown@verizon.net] 

Debi Jensen  day off: varies 
  732-462-4555, x122; [debi.jensen@verizon.net] 

Pam Licata Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
  732-462-4555, x111;  
[coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net] 

Maggie Tripold  day off: Thursday 
  732-462-4555, x114; [mtripold@verizon.net] 

Dianne O’Hara  Monday-Thursday, midday 
  732-462-4555, x112; [cnrc.care@gmail.com] 

Dana Eugenio  available upon appointment 
  732-462-4555, x115; [danae@holyyoga.net] 

Betsy Aras  available upon appointment 
  732-462-4555, x113; [betsy.cnrc@verizon.net] 

Dave Tripold  available upon appointment 

Joy Lenz  Mon., Thurs., Fri.– 9am—2pm 
  732-462-4555, x116; [joylenz@verizon.net] 

Stacey Savage  Monday — Friday, 9am—3pm 
  732-462-4662; [cnrcns@verizon.net] 

Pure Creations Workshop~ 
 

On Saturday, November 12th at 10:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall, Gerlinde Martin, the owner of SOAP’S UP 
Treat Your Skin will guide us in creating handmade, all-
natural soaps and candles! Participate in our workshop 
to make two, 2.5 oz. soaps, and two, 4 oz. Mason jar    
candles, each personalized with the essential oils,       
fragrances, and colors of your choosing. These beautiful 
creations will make wonderful Christmas gifts and    
stocking stuffers! There is a fee of $10 to cover materials. 
Please sign-up on the Fellowship Hall board by Sunday, 
November 6th. (Read more about Gerlinde Martin on page 4). 
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Who Am I? 
from page 3 

 
Harry Carter 

 
Married to: 

Jackie 

The Reverend Classis of New Brunswick 
The Reformed Church in America 

 

will meet on Sunday, October 9, 2016 
at 4:00 p.m. at the 

 

Colts Neck Reformed Church 
 

to ordain 
 

Julia E. Brown 
 

to the ministry of Word and Sacrament 
 

Your prayers and presence are requested. 

Your Daily Prayers are Needed~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

Please include the following members of our church    
family in your prayers this month. In addition to your   
prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, 
call or (if local) visit. If you are available to visit members 
of our church family and would like to be added to our 
rotating list of visitors, please email or call Dianne O’Hara 
in the church office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-
4555. This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3 
months. 
 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home 
including, Ruth and Tony Carmeli (parents of 
Margaret Carmeli-Peslak), John Cerny, Betty 
Hundley (mother of Jim Hundley) and Irene 
Kiefer. 

Prayers and Condolences to~ 
 

 Lydia Coulson and family on the death of her son, 
Robert, on August 23, 2016. 

 Rick Shead and family on the death of his     
grandfather, Joseph Shead, on August 23, 2016. 

 Brian Allain and family on the death of his step 
brother, Mark Brosseau, on September 8, 2016. 

 Bernadette Riehle and Ceara Canaley on the 
death of their mother/grandmother, Jean Riehle, 
on September 18, 2016. 

Congratulations and Blessings to~ 
 

 Gordon and Lynn Wells on the birth of their  
granddaughter, Avery Lynn Denton, on August 21, 
2016. Proud parents are Melissa and Matt Denton 
and big sister Kora. 

 Tammy and Jeff Femiano on the baptism of their 
son, Gavin Robert, on August 28, 2016. 

 Jay and Sara Moran on the birth of their son,  
Connor James, on September 6, 2016.  

Dear Family and Friends of Colts Neck Church, 
 

Thank you all for the many calls, visits, cards and 
hugs for me and my children during the most try-
ing time. Thank you Scott for your comforting 
presence! God’s blessings on you all. 
 

Lydia Coulson 

Dear Scott, Pam and CNRC, 
 

We were so pleased and blessed to host 
Brendan’s Eagle Court of Honor in Fellowship 
Hall. We taught the kids nursery/Sunday school 
there years ago. Now we are full with teenagers! 
The setting was perfect to celebrate and for 
guests to see the work — the CNRC Patio. 
 

Thank you very much, 
The Clarks 

Caregiver Workshop Offered at CNRC~ 
 by Dana Eugenio and Dianne O’Hara 
 

Are you a caregiver for a loved 
one? If so, are you  taking care of 
yourself? Respite care makes it       
possible for you to be a healthier 
and happier caregiver. God wants 
you to take care of yourself.     
Having time to care for yourself is 
part of your spiritual calling. 

 

Join our Christian Counselor, April Humes, MA, LPC, 
as she leads a workshop for Caregivers! Topics covered 
will include Stress Management and Making Tough     
Decisions. 
 

This worship will be held on Tuesday, October 18th at 
6:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center Conference Room. 
 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or 
call the church office at 732-462-4555 to indicate your 
interest. If you have other questions, please contact April 
directly at 732-867-8647. 

The Installation of Rev. Jeff Knol as the Pastor of the 
Blawenburg Reformed Church will be held on Sunday, 

October 23rd at 4:00 p.m. The church is located at 
424 Route 518, Blawenburg, NJ 08504 
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COLTS  NECK  REFORMED  CHURCH 
P. O. BOX  57 

COLTS  NECK,  N. J.  07722 

October Worship Schedule 

Return Service Requested 

 

Sunday, October 2nd  World Wide 
Communion Sunday. Join your church 
family – as well as Christians around the 
globe – for worship and the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper. We gather at 9:15 and 
11:00 a.m. Senior Choir provides service 
music. If you cannot be in worship and 
would like the sacrament brought to your home, nursing home or hospital room, please contact Scott Brown or Debi 
Jensen. We continue a fall sermon series on the Minor Prophets of the Old Testament. This week we highlight the 
message of Jonah. 

 

Sunday, October 9th  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost. We worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. and 
music will be offered by Jubilation!, our youth choir. Come, and learn more about the message and relevancy of 
Habakkuk. 

 

Sunday, October 16th  Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost. We gather to give praise to God – Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit – at both 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. Our 4th graders will receive personal Bibles. Celebration Ringers, Alleluia 
Angels and Senior Choir will all be sharing their gift of music. Hosea is a prophet with a 
Word from the Lord like none other! Come, learn and give thanks. 

 

Sunday, October 23rd  Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost. Echo Ringers and 
Joyful Ringers provide musical leadership at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship          
opportunities. The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. The sermon focuses on the 
scriptural meaning found in Haggai. 

 

Sunday, October 30th  Reformation Sunday. We sing together “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” and are         
musically led in worship by the Morning Bells and Senior Choir at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. services. Our     
message will come from the book of Zephaniah. At 4:00 p.m. all are invited for a contemplative vespers service, held 
in the Sanctuary, remembering those who now live eternally with God. 

The Colts Neck Reformed Church, a welcoming and affirming congregation of the   
Reformed Church in America, welcomes you to come and be refreshed by the Word of 
God, times of prayer and praise, and the community of God’s people! At the Colts Neck 
Reformed Church, the 9:15 a.m. worship service coordinates with our church school  
educational opportunities for three year olds through seventh grade. As such, this service 
contains a Gospel for Children. Professional nursery care for infants and toddlers is   
provided at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship service; the worship services are simul-
cast in a family room where parents can bring their infants and toddlers. Both the 9:15 
and 11:00 a.m. services contain the same sermon, hymns, prayers and special music. 


