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A Community Thanksgiving Service~ 
 

On Tuesday, November 20th, at 7:30 p.m. in our   
Sanctuary, our congregation hosts St. Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Church as together we praise God at this season 
of Thanksgiving. Deacon John Wedemeyer will preach, 
Debi Jensen and Scott Brown will participate, and a   
combined choir from both churches will sing. Additionally, 
our Exultation Ringers will offer their praise. 

George Washington declared a National Day of     
Thanksgiving in 1789. In 1863, in the midst of the Civil 
War, President Lincoln proclaimed an annual        
Thanksgiving Day — thanks to Sarah Josepha Hale, who 
had campaigned for the holiday for 40 years. In 1941, 
President Franklin Roosevelt established the fourth 
Thursday in November as the day we now celebrate in 
gratitude to our generous God. 

Rally Day Wrap Up~ 
 

Sunday, September 9th, was a wonderful day in the life of 
our congregation. Worship was God-centered and       
reflected the call of our faith as “One Generation Calls to 
the Next.” This was reinforced by the hands linked with 
others in the chancel display and the photographs of our 
congregation with all generations gathered in praise. Find 
yourself in the picture by looking on our Facebook page, 
our website, or in Fellowship Hall. 
 

The Ministries Expo was held at the Colts Neck Firehouse 
#1 and was exciting as people of all ages learned about 
the wide range of ministry and mission opportunities. The 
picnic was fabulous despite the weather. Even with the 
rain, over 180 people enjoyed great food, wonderful                 
conversations, a petting zoo, pony rides and games. The 
dunk tank had to be postponed due to the weather – but 
it’ll be here at some time! Thanks to the Fellowship   
Committee for organizing and preparing and serving. 
Thanks to the NOAH group for grilling. Thanks to the 
Nursery School for underwriting the petting zoo, and to 
Paul and  Debbie Horan for organizing the games. Many 
people joined in to make it a very enjoyable gathering.  

Save the Date 

“The Sounds of Christmas” Concert 
Sunday, December 9th, at 2:00 p.m.  

 

Our Celebration Ringers, Jubilation! Choir, and Alleluia 
Jazz will be presenting a variety of Christmas music – 
sacred and secular, from old familiar favorites to new 
songs - that will be sure to get you into the Christmas 
spirit. Our theme for this year’s concert is “Hope for the 
World.” Invite your friends, family and neighbors to this 
free concert! 
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Dear Friends, 

God is the same – yester-
day, today and forever 
(Hebrews 13:8) – but the 
church changes. The 
church is ever enlivened by 
God’s Holy Spirit to present 
the Good News to each and 
every age in relevant and 
context-appropriate ways. A 
huge theological shift    

happened 500 years ago in the Reformation. Some say 
that a new era of church reform is underway now with a 
movement away from church hierarchies, whether that be 
Protestant denominationalism or the unquestioned      
authority of the Catholic priesthood, to more personalized, 
community-focused, service-oriented Christianity. This 
new vision of faith deals more seriously with the call to 
care for creation, respects science, and seeks deep     
ecumenism. 

That’s heady stuff. So, thanks for continuing to read this! 
The church is changing not just theologically but also in 
practical ways. I didn’t think that Colts Neck Reformed 
Church has changed that much since I first came to serve 
among you in 1985 – but then I think back! When I     
started, smoking inside, during Sunday morning coffee 
hour, was the norm, with ash trays put out in Fellowship 

Hall. Looking back, it seems like it should have been a no
-brainer, but I remember that consistory meeting when it 
was decided to go “smoke-free” – let’s just say it wasn’t a 
unanimous decision. 

Also, in 1985 there were no computers in the church   
offices. Now there are 10 – which are all used every day, 
all day. Email has dramatically changed how ministry  
happens. It used to be that most correspondence was by 
mail (say 4 letters a day), phone calls (maybe 5) and  
people stopping by (maybe 3). I still get 5 phone calls a 
day and perhaps 3 people just stop in, but it’s more like 
75 emails! 

Also, the newsletter has changed. 33 years ago, the 
newsletter was typed on a stencil, clip art was taped in, 
and then mimeographed, and because we were fancy, it 
was done on colored paper. It was 
folded and put in an envelope to be 
mailed – and again, since we were 
a state-of-the-art church, we had 
an address-o-graph machine with   
individual  metal plates to imprint 
each name. 

With the retirement of Betsy Aras being imminent after 
decades of superb service as church secretary,           
administrator, webmaster and newsletter editor, it’s a 
good time to re-consider how the church communicates 
most effectively. I’d love to hear from you. What works?  

(Continued on page 3, see Focus on Faith) 

Focus on Faith 
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➢ Do you read the newsletter once or do you keep it 
to review it for information during the month? 

➢ Do you find the weekly bulletin announcements 
more to your liking?  

➢ How do you best receive information?  

➢ On your phone?  

➢ Through the website?  

➢ Is our Friday email helpful? 

➢ Is your preferred communication snail mail, email 
or texting?  

I’d imagine that answers are different for each generation.  
But as we move into the future, we want to communicate 
effectively. Help us to do that! For we have great         
programming, wonderful opportunities for service, and a 
message of Jesus which never goes out of style. 

Peace, 

(Focus on Faith, continued from page 2) 

Remembering Those Who Have Died~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

On Thursday, November 1st, there will be a                
Remembrance Service in the Sanctuary for anyone who 
is grieving a loved one and would like to remember and 
celebrate his/her life. The service will begin at 4:00 p.m. 
 

As part of the service you can have a 
keepsake candle with the name of your 
loved one. If you would like to have a 
candle, please contact Dianne O’Hara at 
[cnrc.care@cnrc.church] or call 732-462-
4555, ext. 112, by Tuesday, October 
30th to give her the name. If you do not 
wish to reserve a candle you are still    
welcome to attend 

Who Am I? 
 

1. I was born in Bexley, Ohio 

2. This year is my 65th Bexley High 
School reunion. I lived only six minutes 
from the school. 

3. I was in the US Army with the Signal Corps… 
tracking satellites. 

4. I retired from IBM as a senior engineer, then 
spent the next 22 years as a registered           
professional nurse. 

5. Scuba diving was a special avocation. I led     
several Caribbean and South Pacific dive trips. 

6. My spouse and I share five children, eleven 
grandchildren and two great grandchildren. 

7. Driving up to, through and back from Alaska in 
2001 took us 78 days. We returned early         
because of 9/11. 

8. I am a transplant from upstate NY. 

9. I have been a grateful member of CNRC for 1-1/4 
years. 

 

Give up? Turn to page 11 to see my name and picture! 

Annual Meeting Review~ 
 by Scott D. Brown 
 

At the annual congregational meeting held in September, 
finances of the year past (fiscal year 7/17-6/18) were   
reviewed – thank you for the dedicated financial support. 
It was noted that there was a budget deficit (akin to the 
congregation’s checkbook) which was covered by        
reserves (savings). 
 

Yet this past year our expenses were carefully monitored, 
but were more than what was given. Please give! If you 
didn’t know or think that the church desires your financial 
support, please know that it does. Sometimes we don’t 
talk a lot about money and so people think that there is no 
need; please give as generously as you can. If you want 
to know more or talk about this, please contact Scott 
Brown, or the deacon for stewardship and finance, Paul 
Anderson at [pda7669@gmail.com] or 732-637-8277. 
 

The current budget (reflecting a very modest increase to 
keep up with cost of living) was supported; new deacons, 
Morgan Savage and Guy Vander Vliet, and new elder, 
Katie Gilpin, were elected. Thanks to Bob Gassaway,  
Andrea Van Note, and Chris Weh who completed their 
years of service. A highlight of the evening was the “year 
in review” slide presentation. 
 

In looking back and forward both, may we give God glory 
and humbly be obedient to his commission to share the 
Good News of salvation. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends~ 
 

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, 
November 4th, at 2:00 a.m.—remember 
to turn your clocks back one hour 
before heading to bed on Saturday, 
November 3rd as we “fall back”! 

Church Based Mental Health Services Presents: 
Hear a Story, Share a Story, Change a Story 

Sunday, October 14th at 12:00 Noon 
 

Join Church Based Mental Health       
Services for a brief film screening and 

discussion of Into the Light. Explore how 
you can help change the culture around 
mental health and emotional well-being. 

 

We will gather in the Upper Room 
of the Ministry Center. 

 

Questions? Call April Humes, MA, LPC at 732-867-8647. 
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Welcome New Consistory Members~ 
 

New members of consistory were recently ordained and 
installed. We give great thanks for the time, leadership 
and gifts shared by Bob Gassaway, Andrea Van Note, 
and Chris Weh, as their terms have ended. Bob and Chris 
served two two-year terms; Andrea completed one term 
before she moved to Colorado. And now God has called, 
and the congregation elected new elders and deacons to 
provide leadership. 
 

Katie Gilpin serves as an elder 
with primary responsibilities in    
outreach and assimilation. Katie 
resides with her husband Rob, and 
son, Jared, in Manalapan. Katie is a 
4th and 5th grade Special           
Education Teacher. She has been a 
member of Colts Neck Reformed 
Church for her entire life having 
been baptized, confirmed, married 
– and now ordained here! She is a 
member of many generations of 
CNRC members – most recent are 
her mother Chris Weh and grandmother Marge Flock. 
Fun facts: her favorite movie is The Wizard of Oz, her 
favorite vacation spot is Lake George, and her hobbies 
are CrossFit, learning about and using essential oils,         
gardening, and taking care of her chickens! 

 

Morgan Savage has been elect-
ed, ordained and installed as a 
deacon, serving on consistory with 
a leadership role in the area of 
Building and Grounds. Morgan lives 
in Holmdel with his wife Stacey. 
They have three children: Brayden, 
Delaney and Mackenna. Morgan is 
a Colts Neck Police Officer        
professionally, and is a volunteer 
Colts Neck Firefighter. Morgan was 
baptized, confirmed and married at 
the Colts Neck Reformed Church! 

For fun he enjoys fishing with his family. His favorite place 
to vacation is Key West and his favorite Bible verse is 
John 15:13 “No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
 

Guy VanderVliet is a deacon 
serving as clerk, the recording    
secretary for the Consistory, which 
also places him on the personnel 
committee. Guy and his wife Nancy 
moved to Freehold in 1969, and 
have lived in the same house 
(somewhat expanded, however) 
ever since. They began their      
affiliation with CNRC in the early 
'70s and soon after their son Chris-
tian was born. Before retirement, 
Guy spent 31 working years as a 
School Business Administrator. First in Holmdel in the 
early '70s and then he moved to Piscataway where he 
retired (for the first time) as Deputy Superintendent of 

Schools, Business Administrator, and Board Secretary. 
His second career was as a Sales Exec and Team Lead-
er for Johnson Controls, where he developed, financed 
and installed school facility improvements that were fully 
funded by the energy savings that resulted. The 
VanderVliets have a home on Hilton Head Island, SC in 
Shipyard Plantation; their daughter Megan and her two 
children live nearby in Bluffton, SC. For fun he has been 
restoring antique cars for several years and now focuses 
on Corvette sport cars. “I have had a few in the past and 
now have two, one that is 41 years old and one that is 19 
years old; neither ever sees the rain....” He writes, “We 
found the church to be the most open, welcoming, and 
friendly that we could have imagined, and things have not 
changed.” 
 

In addition to these new Consistory members, the follow-
ing people continue in their service: Barbara Battles 
(worship), Nancy Holm (mission – benevolences); Sean 
Horan (youth and young adults), John Applegate 
(Fellowship), LuAnne Petrie (mission – hands on), Paul 
Anderson (stewardship and finance), Reed Feuster (vice 
president), Claire Morris (health and wellness), and Brian 
Allain (Christian Discipleship). Please keep all these lead-
ers in your prayers as they work with the ministers, the 
staff and congregation to promote God’s work. 

Creative Hands Craft Group~ 
 

Please be on the lookout in the Sunday Bulletin for     
Creative Hands crafting workshops 
as we prepare items for The Elec-
tion Day Bazaar. We are hoping 
for a few workshops in October. All 
adults are welcome as we work 
together to produce hand crafted 
gifts, holiday items, and orna-
ments. 

Election Day Bazaar~ 
 by Mary Van Mater and Adrianne Spota-Walker 
 

The Election Day Events are right around the corner! We 
look forward to working together in fellowship and mission 
preparing for the Bazaar as part of the Election Day 
Event! All contributions, no matter how small, make a 
great difference. Think of donating your beautiful       
paintings and prints (Marjorie Smith at 732-866-9933) past 
treasures and trinkets (Vera Santucci at 732-972-3151) 

unique crafts and creations (please leave at the church office 

with name and phone) and homemade cookies and cakes 
for the big day. Any questions, feel free to contact us at 
[mary.b.vanmater@gmail.com] or [spota4@gmail.com]. 

Transplant Awareness Month~ 
 

In keeping with Transplant Awareness month, on       
Sunday, October 21st, Cindi and Russ Westendorf, and 
Marjorie Smith will be offering a Moment for Mission at 
both worship services. They will welcome a special guest 
at the 9:15 a.m. service—Gary Fare, our church sexton 
for maintenance—who has donated a kidney to save 
someone’s life. More information including brochures will 
be available in the church library during our coffee       
and fellowship time between the services.  
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Our Musical Ensembles are in Full “Swing!” 

Rehearsals for all of our musical ensembles are           
underway, and many of the groups have several new 
members, which is just wonderful! If you are new to 
CNRC (or have been around for a while!) and are        
interested in learning more about any of our musical 
groups for you or your children, please contact Maggie 
Tripold at [music@cnrc.church] or 732-462-4555, x114. 

Intergenerational Musical Opportunity 
“The Old Testament Fast Forward” 

Following our Rally Day theme – “One Generation Calls 
to the Next” – we have an exciting opportunity for another 
intergenerational musical, The Old Testament Fast      
Forward. The Old Testament is really a library of books, 
and the revelation of a Divine plan that took more than 
4,000 years of human history to tell. This delightful      
musical proposes to retell the entire story in just 10 
minutes! Well... as the characters find out, if you include 
all the dialog, and sing the songs at their recommended 
tempi, the musical runs overtime! Centering on the great 
characters and themes of faith, and injecting some humor 
on the way, this musical will be a wonderful teaching tool 
for all of us. 

The Old Testament Fast Forward will be presented on 
Sunday, March 17, 2019 and it would be wonderful to 
have as many members of the congregation involved as 
possible! Our youth choirs – Cherubs, Angel Choir, Allelu-
ia Choir and Jubilation! – will be learning the music. But 
we also need adult actors, actresses and singers, and 
help with scenery, costumes and props.   

For more information and to find out how you can be       
involved, come to our Coffee Hour Connection on       
Sunday, October 14th in Fellowship Hall between services. 

~Singing With the Seniors~ 
in October and November 

 

Do you like to sing “oldies but goodies” and patriotic 
songs? Can you spare an hour or so on a Wednesday 
and/or Saturday morning once a month? If so, this is the 
group for you! This is not a choir that sings for senior citi-
zens, rather it’s a group who sings with them. And you 
can sign up month by month – come when you can! 
 

Our schedule for October and November is as follows: 
 

➢ Wednesdays, October 17th & November 14th 
at the Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge 
Meet there at 10:30 a.m. or at church at 10:00 
a.m. if you’d like to carpool. 

➢ Saturdays, October 20th & November 17th   
at Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck 
Meet there at 11:15 a.m. or at church at 11:00 
a.m. if you’d like to carpool. 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in Fellow-
ship Hall to indicate your availability. Questions? Contact 
Maggie Tripold at [music@cnrc.church] or 732-462-4555. 

Alleluia Jazz Concert at Seabrook Village~ 
 

The Towne Square Auditorium was buzzing on Sunday 
afternoon, September 16th, as Alleluia Jazz delighted the 
Seabrook residents with a variety of big band and rock 
and roll tunes. People were actually dancing in the aisles!  
We also had a Sing-Along of timeless tunes which was 
enjoyed by all. What a fun way to spend a Sunday after-
noon – both for Alleluia Jazz members and Seabrook  
residents! 

Save the Date! 

Saint Joseph’s University Singers Concert 
Saturday, November 10th, at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Mark your calendars now for a wonderful music           
experience as we are privileged to host the Saint         
Joseph’s University Singers from Saint Joseph’s          
University in Philadelphia, PA! The concert will be held in 
our Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 10th.  
 

Stay tuned for future bulletin announcements and       
Constant Contact updates for more information about 
meals, housing, and ways you can help host our college 
guests! 

Holy Yoga (HY) Continues as an experiential 
worship of our glorious Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. 
Come honor Him through movement at any or all of our 
scheduled classes. These HY classes are accessible to 
any adult, regardless of his or her mobility, flexibility or 
strength. Modifications are possible with all of the poses. 
Dress comfortably (and appropriately for an activity held at a 

church) so you can move with ease. Join us in our Yoga 
space, located on the lower level of the Ministry Center, to 
participate in any or all of our Holy Yoga sessions. 

• Holy Yoga: Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. Poses are done 
on a mat. Bring your own, or borrow one of ours. The 
flow is slow moving.  

• Balance HY: Thursdays at 11:15 a.m. Poses are done 
with a chair or standing if you are able. These poses help 
anyone with balance, inner-ear, or mobility challenges. 

• Chair HY: Fridays at 11:15 a.m. This popular class is 
comprised of poses done in chairs or standing. Stretch 
and strengthen your way to health and happiness.  

 

Please email our Holy Yoga instructor Barb Tucker at 
[barbaratucker@aol.com] with any questions. 
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Mission Corner — News and Happenings~ 
 By LuAnne Petrie 
 

The Mission Committee is happy to report that we are in 
“full swing” with many mission opportunities. Be sure to 
check out the Mission Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall for 
sign ups, pictures and new events. Here are some of the 
events we have planned for this fall. 
 

Helping Hands Calendar: In an effort to focus on   
specific material donations, “targeted donations” will be 
designated throughout the year. The Helping Hands    
calendar is now posted in Fellowship Hall. 
 

For October — the designated Helping Hands     
collection is for gently used household items, or 
homemade craft items or canned goods - to be sold 
at the Election Day Bazaar, part of the Election Day 
Events. 
 

For November — the designated Helping Hands 
collection will be food for Thanksgiving Day         
baskets, as well as hats, mittens and scarves to 
keep bodies and bellies warm as we move into   
colder weather. A drop off box is in Fellowship Hall 
by the Mission Bulletin board. 
 

If you have other ideas for Helping Hands collections, 
please email Deanna Martin 

[deannamartin@optonline.net] 
 

“Building on Faith”: CNRC has partnered with Habitat 
for Humanity for their 2018 “Building on Faith” monthlong 
program running from September 15th—October 14th. 
We have committed to providing the construction, lunch 
volunteers, and the funding for one handicap accessible 
ramp that is being built in Freehold, NJ. This project ran 
September 15th, 28th and 29th; however, if rain dates 
were necessary, they will be posted for October. 
 

St Thomas Adult Mission Trips I and II:  Sept 29th—
October 6th and October 6th—October 13th, we will be 
sending two groups — for a total of 25 volunteers to St 
Thomas to work on reconstruction following last year’s 
hurricanes.  
 

More Opportunities to help feed the hungry: October  
is a month with several opportunities to help feed people 
who are without adequate food.  
 

First, there is the ever present “Food Collection 
Box”, located in the narthex of the church, and a 
second box in the back hallway near the vestry, 
where you can place nonperishable food items; these 
are then delivered by a “silent angel” to the Open 
Door Food Pantry in Freehold. Imagine the impact if 
each person attending church brought with them one 
can of food, each Sunday, for this collection.  
 

Second, Our Youth Group is participating in “Food 
Stock”! Paper bags were provided to the              
congregation on September 23rd to be returned on 
September 30th filled with non-perishable food. The 
Youth also distributed bags to the local community as 
we continue to show our neighbors how we are     
engaged in local mission. The final food drop off/
celebration date is October 13th at the Freehold 
Township Firehouse on Stillwells Corner Road. 
 

Third, the CROP Walk will take place on Sunday,   
October 21st in Freehold. Walkers will gather at the 
Freehold Reformed Church for a 1:30 p.m. registration 
and a 2:00 p.m. walk. 
 

Mission Jamboree: Family-friendly event will be held on 
the church property for our church and the larger communi-
ty. Please read the article below for all the details on this 
exciting program set for Sunday, October 21st! 
 

Election Day Events: Saturday, November 3rd through 
Wednesday, November 7th—with the main event taking 
place on Tuesday, November 6th! There are multiple  
opportunities to get involved with this dinner, be it setup, 
food preparation, servers, clean up, or help with the       
Bazaar. Mark your calendars now and plan to get involved. 
Signup sheets are posted on the bulletin board in           
Fellowship Hall or sign up online through the SignUp.com 
website at [http://signup.com/go/NbZCnoL]. 
 

Christmas Gift Program: Stay tuned, more to come on 
how you can participate this year! 

Eat, Pray, Give – A Mission Jamboree! 

Are you looking to make a difference in your community, 
our country or the world, but are overwhelmed with the 
choices available to get involved? Would you like to get to 
know more about some of these opportunities without    
doing endless research in different directions? 

On Sunday, October 21st from 4:00—7:00 p.m., the 
church will host a multi-generational, family friendly        
exploration and celebration of the missions and charities 
we support. EAT, PRAY, GIVE will recognize the amazing 
work of over 30 organizations while educating the          
congregation and community about the various ways they 
can come together to touch the lives of many. These can 
include hands-on local volunteer efforts, joining teams sent 
to areas that need disaster/ongoing relief, or providing 
financial support, just to name a few. The evening will be 
divided into three parts:  

Give: 4:00—5:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center. Get your 
passport card punched as you and your family travel 
around to stations and learn about available opportunities 
directly from organization representatives - from our Pedals 
for Progress bicycle collection to our support of mission 
work in South India. Once your passport card is full you will 
be awarded with a special token of all your ‘travels’. 

Pray: 5:30—6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Come celebrate 
with music and blessings for all who volunteer their time or 
are otherwise involved in charitable work across the globe. 

Eat: 6:00—7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Come break 
bread as we all share a community meal together. This will 
be a POTLUCK dinner. Drinks and dessert will be provided, 
but please bring one main dish or appetizer per family to 
share. If you can help with set up or clean up that day, 
please sign up on the Mission board in Fellowship Hall or 
contact Lucy Lennox at 732-598-0303. 

The event is open to the public, so please invite any 
friends and family who may be interested too! For more 
information and details on the charitable organizations who 
will be represented, visit [www.coltsneckreformed.org]. 
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Meet our Pre-School Class! 

Our Pre-school class is a joyful and lively group of three 
and four-year-old children. For some of them, this is their 
first time in Church School and it may take a few Sundays 
to settle into the class. As with all our classes, parents are 
welcome to stay with their children during the class until 
both child and parent feel comfortable. 

We have three teachers for our Pre-school class this 
year. Alyssa Giles and Aly Naysmith both taught in 
Church School last year. Christin Outwin is new to   
teaching but is excited to be in the classroom with our 
littlest ones. Assistants for the class this year are Emily 
Contract, Amanda Geissler, Sarah Maxwell, and Caitlin 
MacClellan. 

We are glad to welcome such a wonderful group of     
children to learn about the love of Jesus and hear the  
stories of the Bible. 

~Church School Giving Envelopes~ 
for Time, Talent, and Treasure 

Our Church School students will have their own giving 
envelopes this year. Each student will bring home a box 
of envelopes – just like their families at home! This will 
emphasize our theme of “One Generation Calls to the 
Next” as the children are encouraged to be fully           
supportive of our church.  

The envelope can contain “treasure” as we give to sup-
port Morgan Kinobe of ChangeALife Uganda with money 
to pay for his tuition, meals, books, and uniforms. There is 
also room on the envelope for the children to write how 
they used their “time” or “talent” to honor God by helping 
others. Time to honor God may include such things as 
prayers, reading the Bible, or sharing their Church School 
handout or craft with the family. Talent in helping others 
might include making a card for someone, doing a chore 
at home, or being part of a mission project at church. 

Please help your child to bring an envelope each Sunday 
to Church School. Giving is important for all ages and it is 
never too soon to start. Thank you for your support!  

Bible Study Blast! 
Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study~ 

For an hour and a half each Thursday morning, a group of 
women meet for study, fellowship, sharing, prayer, and 
laughter. They are a supportive group of women who are 
always ready to welcome more members to their study. 
This group began on September 13th and will spend 12 
weeks on a study of the Gospel of John using The Pas-
sionate Life study guide called John: Eternal Love. Some 
of the chapters are titled “The Living Expression of God”, 
“The Way to Life,” “The Good Shepherd, Resurrection, 
and Life Eternal.” 

Even if you missed some weekly sessions, you are wel-
come to be part of this group of dedicated and supportive 
women. Please join the group on Thursday mornings in 
the Ministry Center Conference Room from 9:30—
11:00 a.m. Their study leader is Barbara Tucker and she 
can be reached via email at [barbaratucker@aol.com] or 
call her at 732-598-0984. 

…and there are other Bible Studies! 
If this Bible Study does not meet your needs, we have 
four others! All of the following meet in the Ministry Center 
Conference Room: Thursday Evening Bible Study 
meets from 6:00—7:15 p.m. on Thursday nights and is 
studying the Book of Acts; Senior Bible Study meets 
Friday mornings from 10:00—11:00 a.m. to study the 
scripture passage that will be used in worship on Sunday; 
Young Women’s Bible study meets Sunday morning at 
11:00 a.m. while children are in choir rehearsals. 
 

Our Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
meets on the first Saturday of each 
month in Fellowship Hall starting at 
7:30 a.m. with breakfast, followed 
(this fall) by discussion of the     
Gospel of John using Life Lessons 
from John by Max Lucado. 

Fourth Graders to receive Bibles~ 

It is our tradition in the Colts Neck Reformed Church to 
give a Bible to each of our children in the fourth grade 
Church School class. This year, we will be presenting  
Bibles to the class on Sunday, October 14th during the 
9:15 a.m. worship service. Please come and enjoy this 
special event with our fourth graders. The children will sit 
with their families and will be called up to the front of the 
church to receive their Bibles. The children will then be 
dismissed to Church School class following the Gospel for 
Children. 

If you have a child who did not get a Bible as a fourth 
grader, please contact Pastor Debi Jensen (732-462-
4555 x122) or email [associate.pastor@cnrc.church] to 
arrange for your child to participate. 

Reading the Bible is a wonderful thing to do with your  
children. It is a great intergenerational activity that can 
bring joy and closeness to your family. Enjoy the Word of 
God together! 
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Church School Thanksgiving Food Drive~ 
 

Our Church School classes will be collecting food for our 
annual Thanksgiving Food Drive, which runs Sunday,    
October 28th through Sunday, November 18th. We will 
be collecting specific items by grade (see list below). The 
children may bring their donations to their Church School 
class. There will be a box in Fellowship Hall marked 
“Open Door Food Drive” for the collection. Drivers will be 
needed to help transport the food to Open Door Food 
Pantry in Freehold on Sunday, November 18th. An email 
reminder will be sent as we get closer to the date. 
 

All the food collected is used to provide holiday meals for 
families in our area. To help make this project a success, 
our church school classes will be joined in this collection 
by our church family and the Nursery School. Helping to 
share our blessings with those less fortunate is a wonder-
ful lesson for our children to learn. 
 

Church School food donations by grade: 
 

• Preschool – stuffing and gravy (dried, canned or 
boxed)  

• Grades K and 1 – canned fruit and cranberry 
sauce 

• Grades 2 and 3 – sweet or white potatoes (canned 
or dried) 

• Grades 4 and 5 – canned vegetables 

• Grades 6 and 7 – muffin mix, cake mix and frosting 
Confirmation Class Has Begun~ 

Our Confirmation Class of 2018-19 began on September 
16th with an introductory meeting for parents and stu-
dents. Classes this year will be held from 12:00 – 1:30 
p.m. in the Ministry Center Room Classroom 24. At the 
introductory meeting, the requirements of the class were 
explained, and each student received a notebook and 
study Bible for use in class. The first official class of the 
year was held on September 23rd 

We are happy to welcome eight students to our class this 
year. Our students are: Madison Burke, Cameron Busico-
Vasquez, Kylie Jacoutot, Abigail Kenny, Aidan Lawlor,   
William Paddock, Nina Rizzo, and William Surdez. 

Rev. Scott Brown and Pastor Debi Jensen are looking 
forward to leading another group of our young people 
through confirmation and to their own public profession of 
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. We pray that the 
families and the congregation support this generation of  
believers as they take this next step in their spiritual journey. 

Youth Group News~ 
 by Paul and Debbie Horan 
 

We have implemented some special events from        
September to December that will engage our youth in  
volunteering their time in many different capacities. The 
youth will be partnering with Food Stock on September 
30th and October 7th. This is an Annual Food Drive that 
collects food donations which go directly to food pantries. 
The youth will distribute bags to the congregation to be 
filled with food donations. The bags will also be delivered 
to homes in the Colts Neck area for further donations. Our 
goal is to expand our volunteering in the community and 
to inform the community about the commitment and     
volunteer work to which our church is dedicated. These 
events are open to all church youth who would like to   
participate and make a difference. 
 

More upcoming events include movie nights, CROP 
Walk, volunteering to pick up debris on roads in the Colts 
Neck area, baking cookies for the college youth,      
Election Day Event, and our youth Christmas Party.  
We encourage our parents to have their children join us 
and find out that our youth welcome all as they strive to 
serve Christ through their volunteering and actions. For 
further information about our Youth Group or questions, 
please contact Paul or Debbie at [youth@cnrc.church]. 

Young Adults–Gap Year? Summer opportunity!! 
 

Cultivate is a program for 18 to 25-year-olds to partner with 
RCA missionaries for a summer or a full year and see how 
God is at work in another part of the globe. As you serve, 
your relationship with God will deepen and your under-
standing of the world will expand. The program includes 
training, peer support, mentoring, and debriefing after you 
finish your service. The application form for 2019-20 is now 
available at [http://cultivate.rca.org] For more information, 
contact [cultivate@rca.org]. Cultivate is a program of RCA 
Volunteer Engagement and Global Mission. 

Elementary Youth Group Mission Efforts~ 
by Jeanne Sokol 
 

The Elementary Youth Group  
gathered to make cookies and 
cards for our church family        
Applewood residents as well as 
Henry Swordsma, Earl Siddons 
and Harold Rapp. Kristine 
Schmocker led the children in 
making the actual cards, which 
turned out beautifully. We are 
very proud of our children’s  
mission efforts! Thank you,  
Kristine, for your leadership!! 

Small Groups Abound at CNRC~ 
 

Single Active Seniors meet every Sunday at 12:30 
p.m. in the Ministry Center Conference Room. No sign up 
is required—just show up! Email Dianne O’Hara in the 
church office for more details [cnrc.care@cnrc.church]. 
 

The Chronic Illness/Pain Support Group meets the 
first Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m. at Perkins Res-
taurant in Colts Neck. Email Lonnie Howlett for more in-
formation about this fellowship/support group at 
[lonniespms@hotmail.com] 
 

Knit One, Pray Too! meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month knitting baby blankets which are 
donated to local hospitals’ Neonatal Intensive Care Units 
for preemies. For more information, email Donna Mulligan 
[mulligand@optonline.net]. All knitting abilities welcome! 
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Colts NECK REFORMED Church 
152nd Election DAY Luncheon, DINNER AND BAZAAR 

Tuesday, NOVEMBER 6, 2018 
 

LUNCHEON 

TWO RESERVED SEATINGS are AVAILABLE AT 11:15 A.M. AND 12:30 P.M. 

Open Seating Based on Availability from 11:30 A.M. TO 1:30 P.M. 

TAKE-OUT ORDERS WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM 11:00 A.M. 
 

MENU CONSISTS OF: 
TURKEY SALAD PLATE, CHIPS, TOMATO WEDGES, ROLL 

OR 
HOT TURKEY SANDWICH PLATE W/DRESSING 

 

BOTH INCLUDE CIDER, CRANBERRY-ORANGE RELISH, COLESLAW, DESSERT, AND BEVERAGE 
 

ADULTS (sit-down)                               $10.00 
ADULTS (take-out)                                $11.00 
CHILDREN UNDER 12                            $5.00 

 

DINNER 

THREE RESERVED SEATINGS AT 5:00, 6:30, and 7:30 P.M. 

TAKE-OUT ORDERS AVAILABLE FROM 5:30 to 6:30 P.M. ONLY 
 

MENU INCLUDES: 
CIDER 

TURKEY WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS 

MASHED POTATOES AND GRAVY 

DRESSING, GREEN BEANS, CRANBERRY-ORANGE RELISH, RELISH TRAY, 

ROLLS & BUTTER, DESSERT AND BEVERAGE 
 

ADULTS (sit-down)              $15.00 

CHILDREN UNDER 12         $6.00 

ADULTS (take-out)               $16.00 

CHILDREN UNDER 12         $6.00 
 

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE ON SUNDAY MORNINGS DURING COFFEE HOUR (after the 9:15 a.m. service) 

BEGINNING OCTOBER 7th TO THE CHURCH FAMILY / TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC ON OCTOBER 9th 

CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (732-462-4555) DURING THE WEEK TO PURCHASE TICKETS 
 

The Craft Bazaar is a wonderful place to begin your holiday shopping! Church members have been busy sewing, 
crafting, decorating, canning and baking for this all-church event. There will be lots of holiday ornaments and 
handmade crafts to be found in the Christmas Room and Country Store, while delicious homemade breads, jellies, 
pies, and cakes can be found in the Bake Shop. Donated artwork will also be available for sale. The Bazaar (held 
downstairs in the Community Center) will be open from 10:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 6, 2018. 

 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE LUNCHEON, DINNER AND BAZAAR WILL BE GIVEN TO 
THE ONGOING BENEVOLENCE PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH. 

 

To purchase tickets for the Election Day Luncheon/Dinner please contact the church office at 732-462-4555. 

To volunteer or for more information, please email Becky Axtell at [electiondaycnrc@gmail.com] 
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Whom to Contact?:  A brief summary of “who’s in charge of what...” 
 

Have there been times when you had a question about something going on at church and you weren ’t sure who to call?  
Keep this paper on your bulletin board or calendar.  Certainly there are many situations that do not appear below. In 
those cases, simply call the church office (732-462-4555), and Pam Licata, our Church Administrator, will help to steer 
you in the right direction. 
 

To inquire about… The person to contact is...(732 area code if not indicated) 

Marriage or baptism ........................................................................................................................................... Scott Brown (462-4555) 

Counseling ......................................................................................................................................................... Scott Brown (462-4555) 

A pastoral concern ................................................................................................. Scott Brown (462-4555) or Debi Jensen (462-4555) 

Joining the church .......................................................................................................................................... Dianne O’Hara (462-4555) 

Health and Wellness Ministries ...................................................................................................................... Dianne O’Hara (462-4555) 

Holy Yoga .......................................................................................................................................................... Barb Tucker (845-9388) 

Submitting an announcement for the Sunday bulletin (deadline: Thursday at noon, prior to Sunday) ........................ Pam Licata (462-4555) 

Submitting an article for the church newsletter (deadline: the 10th of the previous month) ........................................ Betsy Aras (462-4555) 

Contributing flowers for worship .......................................................................................................................... Pam Licata (462-4555) 

Becoming a Greeter ....................................................................................................................................... Dianne O’Hara (462-4555) 

Becoming an Usher or Communion Preparer .........................................................................Pam Licata or Maggie Tripold (462-4555) 

Becoming a Sunday morning Golf Cart driver ..................................................................................................... Pam Licata (462-4555) 

Church nursery, or volunteering in the nursery during worship ..................................................................... Stacey Savage (462-4662) 

Becoming a Sound or Video Operator during worship ..................................... Bill Perkinson (462-1283) or Maggie Tripold (462-4555) 

Using the hearing assist devices during worship ............................................................................................. Bill Perkinson (462-1283) 

Coffee hour / volunteering to host .................................................................................................................. Dianne O’Hara (462-4555) 

Church School .................................................................................................................................................. Debi Jensen (462-4555) 

Benevolence and mission programs/suggestions or needs .............................. LuAnne Petrie (946-1177) or Nancy Holm (908-902-9722) 

Music Program/Worship Arts/Drama.............................................................................................................. Maggie Tripold (462-4555) 

Youth Ministry ..................................................... Paul Horan (732-768-7202) and Debbie Horan (908-902-6625) [youth@cnrc.church] 

Children receiving communion or confirmation class ........................................................................................ Debi Jensen (462-4555) 

Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study (Thursday mornings) ................................................................................. Barb Tucker (845-9388) 

Bible Study—general questions ..........................................................................................................................Debi Jensen (462-4555 

Senior Bible Study (Friday mornings) ................................................................................................................ Scott Brown (462-4555) 

Thursday Evening Bible Study……………… .................................................................................................... Debi Jensen (462-4555) 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study (1st Saturday of the month) ...................................... Art Peslak (308-0460) or Paul Anderson (637-8277) 

Young Women’s Bible Study ............................................................................................... Nancy Holm [nancy.holm.esq@gmail.com] 

Women’s Book Discussion Group (Tuesday afternoons)............................................................................. Marian Bauman (922-4531) 

Fellowship activities / suggestions for activities ............................................ John Applegate (817-0316) or Dianne O’Hara (462-4555) 

Assembling Sunday bulletins or helping with Newsletter mailings ...................................................................... Pam Licata (462-4555) 

Election Day Luncheon and Dinner ................................. Jane Rappleyea (946-4887) or Victa McKenzie (mckenzievicta@gmail.com) 

Creative Hands Craft Groups and EDE Craft Bazaar ......................... Mary Van Mater (872-2176) / Adrianne Spota-Walker (848-333-3518) 

Quilting Group (Monday evenings) ............................................................. Ginne Hooper (908-962-1599) / Nancy Feuster (431-4125) 

Knit One, Pray Too! Knitting Group ..................................................................................... Donna Mulligan [mulligand@optonline.net] 

Women of D’Vine (a Fellowship Group for Women) ....... Sandy Anderson (637-8277) or Victa McKenzie (mckenzievicta@gmail.com) 

Noah (a Fellowship Group for young families and singles) ......................................................................... Sean Horan (908-208-6154) 

Church budget ................................................................................................ Paul Anderson (637-8277) or Alicia Dimtsios (431-3144) 

Your record of giving / pledge .................................................................................... Greg Robinson (gregory.robinson98@gmail.com) 

Endowment Fund ................................................................................................................................................Jack Coffey (780-5446)  

Repairs / improvements to our church property ...................................................................Morgan Savage (msavage45@verizon.net) 

Nursery School ............................................................................................................................................. Stacey Savage (462-4662) 

Atlantic Cemetery ............................................................................................. Tom Russell (741-8125) or John Applegate (817-0316) 

Sharing a prayer concern/ joining the prayer chain ........................................................................................ Dianne O’Hara (462-4555) 

Having the Sacrament of Holy Communion brought 

    to your home or to the hospital ...................................................................................................................... Scott Brown (462-4555) 

Getting more involved, but not sure how? ...................................................................................................... Dianne O’Hara (462-4555) 
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Sunday, November 11th Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost. As we praise God, the Sanctuary Choir offers   
musical leadership at both worship services. 
 

Sunday, November 18th Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost. Celebration Ringers ring and the Cherub Choir 
sings at both services as we reaffirm our commitment to Christ and the church on this Stewardship Sunday. 
 

Tuesday, November 20th Thanksgiving Service. At 7:30 p.m., our congregation hosts St. Mary’s Roman Catho-
lic Church as together we praise God at this season of Thanksgiving. Deacon John Wedemeyer will preach; Debi Jen-
sen and Scott Brown will participate, and a choir from both churches will sing. Our Exultation Ringers also will offer their 
praise. See the article on the front page of this newsletter for more details. 
 

Sunday, November 25th Christ the King Sunday. We conclude our sermon series on John 4 on this last Sunday 
of the church year, the last Sunday before the season of Advent. Morning Bells and Sanctuary Choir will share musical 
leadership. 

(Worship Schedule, continued from page 12) 

Who Am I? 
from page 3 

 

Ray Wagenhorst 
 

married to  

Shirley 
 

step-father to: 

Scott Brown 

Your Daily Prayers are Needed~ 
 

Please include the following members of our church fami-
ly in your prayers this month. In addition to your prayers, 
they may really appreciate an occasional card, call or (if 
local) visit. If you are available to visit members of our 
church family and would like to be added to our rotating 
list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in the church 
office [cnrc.care@cnrc.church] or 732-462-4555, x112. 
This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3 
months.  
 

❖ Emma Sklair, health concerns 

❖ Kristin Howlett, daughter of Ken and Lonnie 
Howlett, ongoing health concerns 

❖ Daniel Kibler, son of Nancy and Robert Kibler, 
autoimmune diseases 

❖ All residents of the Reformed Church Home  
including, Ruth Carmeli (mother of Margaret   
Carmeli-Peslak), Marge Flock, and Irene Kiefer 

Congratulations and Blessings to~ 
 

❖ Hans Harder on the birth of his great-grandson, 
Henry Michael. 

❖ Gerlinde and Robert Martin on the baptism of 
their son, Ezra Noah, on September 16, 2018. 

❖ Chris Zaccaria and Helen Burke who were   
married in the sanctuary on September 22, 
2018.  Scott Brown officiated. Proud parents are 
Laura and Ed Burke and Laura and Al Zaccaria. 

Prayers and Condolences to~ 
 

❖ Carol Forester and family on the death of her 
husband, Ben, on September 16, 2018. 

Thank you to everyone in the congregation who 
kept me in their thoughts and prayers as I went 
through surgery and follow up testing for a      
recurrence of cancer. Feeling the warmth of your 
prayers truly meant so much to me. I am doing 
well and will continue with periodic monitoring. 
 

~Kathy Rodman 

Have You Read? 
 by Connie Paul 
 

H is for Hawk by British author Helen Macdonald. Not one 
of the alphabet mystery series, H is for Hawk is the award 
winning true story of a woman’s effort to raise a goshawk. 
It is available in book and audio format from ElibraryNJ 
and for purchase from Amazon. The movie has been on 
PBS and BBC in 2017. Goshawks are very tough: “As 
near to a dragon as one can get in real life” according to 
Macdonald. Her training is carefully described and was 
completely absorbing. Hawks have been part of human 
history forever — read and find out why and how. 

~Be An Armchair Traveler~ 
Join the Women's Book Discussion Group! 

So far this year we have traveled to England, and on 
Tuesday, October 9th, from Noon to 2:00 p.m. we will 
be visiting the Philippines when we discuss "Stepping off 
the Edge: Faith and Fiasco in a Philippine Mission" by 
Deborah Tuhy Simmons. Please contact Connie Paul 
[theconniepaul@gmail.com] if you need a copy of this 
book to read. 
 

On Tuesday, November 13th, from Noon to 2:00 p.m. 
we will spend time in Alaska when we discuss "The Great 
Alone" by Kristin Hannah. 
 

Our group reads both fiction and non-fiction and we have 
meetings from September through June, on the second 
Tuesday of each month. Everyone is welcome to join us. 
Please send your email address to Marian Bauman: 
[marianbauman1@gmail.com] if you would like to get on 
our list and receive reminder emails with hostess details. 



The Reformed Informer, October/November 2018 Page 12 

COLTS  NECK  REFORMED  CHURCH 
P. O. BOX  57 

COLTS  NECK,  N. J.  07722 

October/November Worship Schedule 

Return Service Requested 

 

In the months of October and November we will be taking an 
intensive look into one of the most fascinating stories in the 
New Testament – Jesus and the woman at the well, recorded 
in John 4:1-42. Come, learn and be filled! 
 

Sunday, October 7th  World Wide Communion   
Sunday. Join your church family – as well as Christians around 
the globe – for worship and the celebration of the Lord’s     
Supper. We gather at 9:15 or 11:00 a.m. The Sanctuary Choir 
provides service music. If you cannot be in worship and would 
like the sacrament brought to your home, nursing home or  
hospital room, please contact one of the ministers. 
 

Sunday, October 14th Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost. We worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. 
and music will be offered by the Celebration Ringers and Jubilation! Rev. Brown begins his sermon series by setting the 
stage with the question from John 1, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” With joy and thanksgiving, we present 
Bibles to the fourth graders during the 9:15 a.m. service. 
 

Sunday, October 21st Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost. Our sermon series continues this morning as 
Joyful Ringers and Alleluia Choir provide musical leadership at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship opportunities.   
 

Sunday, October 28th Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost. Our five choral choirs join forces,                      
intergenerationally, to offer praise to God with a combined anthem containing the hymn, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
at both 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. services. 
 

Thursday, November 1st Remembrance Service at 4:00 p.m. on this All-Saints Day, as we give thanks for those 
past – their love, their faith, their legacy. This 30-minute service is held in the Sanctuary. 
 

Sunday, November 4th Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost. We share in the sacrament of communion at the 
9:15 and 11:00 a.m. services. The sermon series on John 4 continues and the Angel Choir and Sanctuary Choir        
provide service music. 
 

(Continued on page 11, see Worship Schedule) 

The Colts Neck Reformed Church welcomes you to come and be   
refreshed by the Word of God, times of prayer and praise, and the 
community of God’s people! We are a welcoming and affirming      
congregation where all are invited to participate in worshiping our gra-
cious God and all are included in a community of faith, service, and joy. 
The 9:15 a.m. worship service coordinates with our church school   
educational opportunities for three-year-olds through seventh grade. As 
such, this service contains a “Gospel for Children”. Professional nurse-
ry care for infants and toddlers is provided at both the 9:15 and 11:00 
a.m. worship services; the worship services are simulcast in a “family 
room” where parents can bring their infants and toddlers. Both the 9:15 
and 11:00 a.m. services contain the same sermon, hymns, prayers, 
and special music.  


