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Rally day – Sunday, September 9, 2018~

Congregational Meeting Set~

Come and kick off the church program year with us on
Sunday, September 9th, as we celebrate “One
Generation Calling to the Next”. We will worship at one
service, beginning at 9:15 a.m. and nursery care for
infants and toddlers is available. This celebration is
geared to adults as well as school-aged children; families
are encouraged to worship together.

On Monday evening, September
10th, there will be a Congregational
Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. The meeting will begin
with a visual overview of the past
program year. Then Scott Brown will
present a brief “state-of-the-church”
report as he reflects on the year past
and shares his vision for what God is calling us to do in
the future. Finances will be reviewed, elders and deacons
will be elected, and a time for congregational comment
are all reasons why your participation is important!
Available at the Sanctuary entrance/exits are copies of
the “Annual Report”. This is an important document that
summarizes the ministry of our congregation over the
past year (July 1, 2017 – summer 2018). In this report you
will find information about programs enjoyed, mission
partners supported, a list of new members, baptisms,
marriages, funerals, and a summary of our finances.
If you’d like a PDF copy of the report emailed to you,
please contact the church office through email at
[coltsneckreformedchurch@gmail.com]. If you would like
a detailed treasurer’s report, just request one from the
church office. This report is also posted at the south
entrance of the Community Center.

This year we are excited to be moving the Ministry Expo
and the Church Picnic to Colts Neck Firehouse #1, a few
doors west on Route 537. Following worship join us
inside the firehouse for the Ministry Exposition, which
highlights the many ministry/mission opportunities at the
church. This is a great time to sign up for church school
and children’s music programming.
The fun continues as we gather outside under the pavilion
for our annual Church Picnic, held rain or shine. All are
welcome, but if you wish to attend, please sign up during
Patio Refreshments or call the church office at 732-4624555. We will be serving hamburgers, hotdogs and
assorted salads. Water
will
be
provided.
Please bring whatever
else you’d like to drink
as well as a lawn chair.
To offset costs, the
church is requesting $8
per adult – high school
and above, $5 for ages 5 through 8th grade, and children
under 5 are free!
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Focus on Faith
Dear Friends,
Thank you. I realize that
being granted a sabbatical
is a privilege that is not
available, or even possible,
in many careers. Though
many may need a time for
recalibration or restoration,
that must necessarily be
postponed until retirement.
So yes, thank you; these
are simple and short
words, but I do not offer them lightly.
Having time to step-aside from the responsibilities has
been such a blessing for me. I love what I do, and yet I
recognize that there has been a toll that comes with
ministry. But I’m back! And I’m excited about the new
seasons of ministry ahead. I confess there are aspects of
the work of ministry that I didn’t miss while on sabbatical.
But I sure did miss the privilege of publicly proclaiming
God’s grace, and mostly I missed you. I missed sharing
the joys and walking together through the challenges.
An essay I read this summer (from Summer: A Spiritual
Biography of the Season; ed. G. Schmidt and S.M. Felch)
reminded me of how we get by with a lot of help from our
friends. It says, “Although our North American capitalistic

Colts Neck

culture teaches us to say “I need things,” it does not
encourage us to say “I need you.” But we live depending
on each other. One of summer’s profound spiritual gifts is
the awareness that we are not alone: that others work
with us, play with us, worship with us. There are others
who live with us and love us. We see that even our
smallest processes are aided by the larger community
that builds roadways, establishes laws, carries our mail,
defends, gathers and distributes food and clothing, founds
libraries and schools. We are called away from solitude to
an awareness of community.”
Now that we enter into the new program year, I am ever
grateful for our community – for those who pray, who
come alongside, who encourage, lead, teach, sing and
ring, serve, play, care. Let’s commit ourselves to the
exciting, life-giving support of living in the grace of God…
together. This will be especially evident in our Rally Day
celebrations as “one generation shall declare God’s
mighty acts to another.” (Psalm 145:4). Exciting times are
ahead!
I love you and am so grateful for our life together.
Peace,

Please Note: The Church Email as well as all Staff
email addresses have changed. Please look below
and update your address books ASAP!
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Meet Your Church Staff – Gary Fare
Gary has served as the Church
Sexton for Maintenance since
2004. He has been married to his
wife, Karen, for 35 years and they
have two children – Gary Jr. (29)
and Kaitlyn (26). They have lived in
Millstone Twp. for 23 years.
Gary grew up in Parsippany, NJ
until he married and has since lived
in Monmouth County. He graduated
from William Paterson College with a degree in
Environmental Science. He has recently retired after a 42
year career in the public sector. Gary specialized in the
Waste Water Treatment field, obtaining the highest state
licenses in the field. He retired as the Executive Director
of a large public waste water treatment authority, serving
in this position for 30 years.
Gary and his wife enjoy vacationing in Aruba with their
family. Since his retirement, he has taken up boating and
fishing as a hobby. His favorite book is 90 Minutes in
Heaven. One of Gary’s proudest accomplishments is
being a kidney donor, and strongly supports others to
participate in the gift of life program.
Gary says that working at Colts Neck Reformed Church
has been a pleasure; the people are very appreciative for
everything.
(Program year, continued from page 1)

knitting group, canning, quilting or bowling? Do you
have an idea for a new group? Give me a call and let’s
chat about it.
Rally Day will be held on September 9th. This year we
are happy to announce that we are holding the Ministry
Expo and our annual Church Picnic at Colts Neck
Firehouse #1 on Route 537. We will offer hotdogs and
hamburgers, salads, an ice cream truck and a few more
surprises, so be sure to sign up on the sign-up sheet or
call the church office at 732-462-4555.
Scott and Debi will begin a fall sermon series — One
Generation Will Call to the Next — based on Psalm
78:4 “We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy
deeds of the Lord.”
The Fellowship Committee has been meeting throughout
the summer to plan some fun activities for the year.
Nursery school applications have been rolling in all
summer and director Stacey Savage has exciting plans
as the Nursery School continues to grow.
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Who Am I?
1. I was born and raised in New Jersey.
2. I met my Kansas born spouse at a church group in
North Jersey.
3. We’ve been married for 51 years.
4. We have 2 children and 3 grandsons, all of whom
live in New Jersey.
5. Our son was born on my birthday.
6. During my career as a chemistry teacher, I taught
Chris Vande Bunte, former associate pastor of this
congregation.
7. I’ve collected novelty salt and pepper shakers since
I was six years old and now have over 1000 sets.
8. For over 20 years my spouse and I were club
square dancers.
9. I am an active member of the Rutgers Master
Gardener Association of Monmouth County.
10. I made my first quilt for the arrival of my first
grandson and am now a member of the CNRC
Piecemakers.
Give up? Turn to page 14 to see my name and picture.

Welcome New Members~
On June 14th we welcomed
Marian Gattsek into the life of
the Colts Neck Reformed
Church. Please find time to say
“hello” and welcome her into
the church.
Marian lives in Freehold. She
has two grown sons — Charles
and Edward — and she works
part-time as a paralegal for
Sills Cummis. Marian is a
friend of Ginne Hooper, who
encouraged her to join our
quilting group on Monday
nights. Marian happened to
see one of our bulletins while
at quilting and decided to come to services on Sundays.
In her spare time Marian enjoys quilting, sewing and
spending time with her family.

New Member Class Offered~
Are you interested in joining the Colts Neck Reformed
Church or learning more about us?

We are blessed with a thriving church with many
opportunities to get involved. We look forward to an
exciting 2018—2019. Our programs depend on all of you
to be successful. Thank you to all of you who have been
and continue to be involved and we’re looking forward to
adding new members to all of our groups this year.

We will offer a New Member Class on Thursday,
September 27, 2018, from 7:00—8:45 p.m. in the
Ministry Center conference room. If you are interested in
becoming a member we ask that you attend this class
where Rev. Scott Brown will talk about the history of
CNRC and what it means to be a member.

Please contact me [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-4624555, x112 if you have any questions about any of our
groups or questions about how to get involved.

If interested in attending, please contact Dianne O'Hara at
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or call the church office to register
at 732-462-4555.
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Mission Corner News and Happenings
September—October 2018
by LuAnne Petrie

It’s been a wonderful summer for the Mission
Commission. We have certainly enjoyed the slower pace
but we will be “ramping” up our activities again come
September. Here is a quick synopsis of our summer:
Looking Back:
June 2nd Pedals for Progress: Approximately 30
bicycles and 5 sewing machines were donated/collected
and sent to Albania, where they will be put to good use by
the local residents.
June 21st Family Promise: A small team of CNRC
volunteers went to the Freehold Presbyterian Church to
host evening meal activities and to stay overnight with
women and their children experiencing homelessness in
Monmouth County. Family Promise’s mission is to help
homeless and low-income families achieve sustainable
independence through a community-based response.
June 23rd Saturday Soup at Trinity Church: Five
energetic volunteers from our church traveled to Asbury
Park to help with the setup, food preparation, service. and
cleanup at their Saturday Soup lunch program. This is
one prong of a three-prong program (the others are an
urban garden and a food pantry) run by Trinity Church; the
program’s mission is to organize, within the community, to
meet the needs of hunger in Asbury Park.
July 14th—21st: Led by Greg Robinson, under the
banner of Hope Force International, four CNRC members
joined Greg (Sharon and Rachel Johannsen, and John
and Jackson Irwin) in traveling to Puerto Rico to help with
a “push effort” to get roofs on as many hurricanedamaged homes as possible before this season’s rains
begin. See associated article “Reflections on Puerto Rico”
by Rachel Johansson in the next column.
Looking Forward:
Keep your eyes open for a new “My Little Library” that
will grace our church campus sometime in the next
month. Thank you to Doug McCoy, who has graciously
offered to be our “master builder”.
Helping Hands Calendar: A Helping Hands Calendar
will be distributed at Rally Day (be sure to visit the Mission
table). This calendar will provide a focused list of Mission
Collections that will take place throughout the year.
August 30th (and November 8th) Family Promise: Help
prepare and/or serve dinner/or host an overnight stay for
a small group of women and their children experiencing
homelessness at Freehold Presbyterian Church. Speak
with Kathy Rodman [krodman2@gmail.com] or Barb
Serafin [barbserafin22@gmail.com] for more information.
September 15th through October 13th: We have
committed to support Habitat for Humanity, who, in
conjunction with Thrivent Financial, are sponsoring
“Building on Faith” month. This is a one month “build
effort” to provide ramps to four local families. Qualified
ramp recipients have been identified in Freehold,
Morganville, Long Branch and Fair Haven. Two types of
volunteers are needed: Volunteers to help with the

construction, and volunteers who are willing to provide
lunches for the workers. A signup to volunteer, as well as
additional information, will be posted in September on the
Mission Bulletin Board.
St Peter’s Community Supper — September 28th:
See the separate article (on page 5) about how you can
volunteer at these quarterly events.
September 29th—October 13th: St Thomas, Virgin
Islands Mission Trips One (9/29/2018-10/6/2018) and Two
(10/6/2018-10/13/2018); Twenty-seven volunteers (12 and
15, respectively) will be heading to St Thomas to assist
with Hurricane Irma and Marie relief efforts.
October 21st CROP Walk: All are invited to participate
in our 2018 CROP Walk to benefit local and international
hunger initiatives. Location: Reformed Church of
Freehold, 67 Main St (Route 537) Registration: 1:30 p.m.,
Start Time: 2:00 p.m.; Routes: “mini fun” and 3-mile route.
Stay tuned for some creative fundraising opportunities to
help support the CROP Walk.
October 21st Mission Jamboree 4:00—7:00 p.m.:
(yes, you can do both the CROP Walk and participate in the
Mission Jamboree!) Location: Refer to the Mission

Jamboree article by Lucy Lennox on page 5.

Date TBD: Saturday Soup at Trinity Episcopal Church in
Asbury Park: We are working with this program to find a
specific Saturday, every two months, where we will
provide volunteers. Stay tuned!

Reflections on Puerto Rico
by Rachel Johansson

The trip to Puerto Rico was truly a once in a lifetime
experience. Five of us ventured on a journey that would
forever change our lives… but more importantly the lives
of others. My mother, Sharon, and I, as well as a father
and son team – John and Jackson Irwin, and our leader
Greg Robinson, joined four volunteers from Tennessee,
all under the banner of Hope Force International. Flying
into San Juan, Puerto Rico we sat in awe as we looked at
the blue tarp colored scene below. We all thought, God
has led us here, because by the sight of it, they surely
needed help. Throughout the week in Isabela, we made
sure to fasten our tool belts as we headed off to the work
site. We worked to attach tin metal roofs to houses that
had been devastated by hurricanes. Each and every one
of us participated in the ladder climbing festivities, juggling
tools and supplies up to the rooftops of each house. I
surely never thought I would ever catch my mother and
me on a roof together — talk about a true bonding
experience! As a whole, we ended up completing more
roofs than any volunteer group had completed within the
same span of time – seven houses, in six days, with nine
people. As a thank you, some of the homeowners
prepared a homemade feast of rice, beans and chicken
for lunch. Going on a trip like this was a very humbling
experience. It was especially nice to have my mother with
me to share this experience, for we will always have these
special memories. Accepting an opportunity such as this
one, really allows you to reflect on your life, and feel
blessed for everything you’ve been given.

The Reformed Informer
Blood Drive set September 26th~
by Kathy Rodman

CNRC will be hosting its biannual Blood Drive for the
Central Jersey Blood Center on Wednesday, September
26th between the hours of 3:30 and 8:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Please consider contributing to this
worthwhile cause. Sixty percent of the population is
eligible to donate blood, yet only five percent actually do.
Donation is not difficult and could save
someone’s life. Surgery patients,
accident victims, leukemia and other
cancer patients, premature babies, cardiac patients, and burn victims are just
a few of the patients who depend on
blood and blood products for recovery.
One common reason for being deferred from donating is
a low iron count. Following is a list of iron-rich foods that
can boost the iron level in your blood: Red meat, Egg yolks,

Dark, leafy greens (spinach, kale), Dried fruits (prunes, raisins),
Iron-enriched cereals (check the label), Mollusks (scallops,
clams, oysters), Turkey or chicken giblets, Beans, lentils, chick
peas and soy beans, Liver, Artichokes. Tip: If you eat iron-rich
foods along with foods that provide plenty of vitamin C, your
body can better absorb the iron.

Sign-ups begin on Rally Day, Sunday, September 9th.
Just add your name to the sign-up poster in Fellowship
Hall. If you use the blood center’s website, select Donor
Login from the menu at the top of the page, then log in or
create a user name and password if you haven’t done so
previously. Follow the prompts to schedule a time. Any
questions, contact Kathy Rodman (732-236-0737),
[krodman2@gmail.com] or Cathy Della Fera (732-4624171), [loca2@optonline.net].

St. Peter’s by the Numbers
by Beth Burke

As fall approaches, CNRC is honored to continue supporting the St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Community
Outreach Supper. The church, located in the heart of
Freehold, is a true inspiration of hope and kindness to
community members experiencing food insecurity. Here’s
a breakdown of important numbers to know regarding this
amazing ministry:
 53,000: Estimated number of people in Monmouth
County who don’t know where their next meal will
come from, including those of all races, ages and
backgrounds.
 2,400: Meals served each year under the
Community Supper program.
 50: Average number of different food or other
donated items needed for each supper.
 33: Years the program has been operating. When
it began, suppers were held on the last Friday of
the month to help those whose monthly paycheck
had run out. They are now held on the second and
fourth Friday of each month.
 25: Average number of food trays served at each
meal (feeding up to 80 guests)!
 15 – 20: Volunteers needed to fully staff a supper.
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 5: Days available the week of the supper to drop
off donated food or supply items. Volunteers don’t
have to be present at the supper to be a valuable
part of making it successful!
 3: Hours of their time people can donate on the
day of the supper, depending on the role they
choose to fill. Opportunities to help include setting
up the room; providing food, desserts and drinks
for the meal; serving, greeting or counting guests,
and cleaning up after the supper. The program is
also now in need of someone with experience as a
kitchen coordinator (or a desire to learn how),
either for our own support dates or for other dates
during the year.
Support dates for the 2018-19 program year are
September 28th, January 11th, and May 10th. Sign-up
sheets for September volunteers are now posted on the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.
A member of the Mission Committee will be available
on Rally Day with recipes, volunteer instructions, steam
pans and answers to any questions, or please contact
Beth Burke at 732-462-9827 or 732-921-3069. Please
help us make the end of summer a special time for those
in need through this important and rewarding program!

Mission Jamboree set for October 21st
by Lucy Lennox

Mark your calendars for October 21, 2018, for our first
ever Mission Jamboree! Have you ever wondered
exactly where the benevolence monies go? Here’s your
opportunity to find out more about all the people and
organizations that our church supports locally and around
the globe. This family-friendly event will be held on the
church property from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. As you travel from
station to station, you will learn about different missions
for which we pray, at which we volunteer, and those to
whom we give generously. You will also meet the people
involved in some of those missions. The travel portion will
be followed by a celebration and blessing in the
Sanctuary and then a meal in Fellowship Hall. We need
volunteers to help with this event. If you are interested in
helping and want more information, please contact Lucy
Lennox at [llennox3@gmail.com] or 732 598 0303.

Knit One, Pray Too!
Knit One, Pray Too! is a
knitting group started by Lynne
Garner and Donna Mulligan to
knit baby blankets that are
donated to local hospitals’
Neonatal Intensive Care Units
for preemies.
This group is for all knitting abilities! Lynne and Donna
are happy to teach anyone who wants to learn. They
meet the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month in
Lynne Garner’s home. Join them for some fun, fellowship
and knitting for a good cause. For more information about
this group and to learn how you can get involved, please
email Donna Mulligan at [mulligand@optonline.net].
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Open Door Food Pantry in Freehold~

September Canning Crew Canning Event~

On Sunday, August 5th, guest preacher Rev Julia
Doellman-Brown asked “what are you hungry for?” and
discussed how our hunger is satisfied by God as we
partake as a community in the sacrament of communion.
She also pointed out that it is our responsibility as a
community of God’s people to show our concern for the
people of the world by nurturing their souls and feeding
their bodies, as Jesus did with
the five loaves and two fish.

Have you had an opportunity to work with our Canning
Crew? This group loves to create jarred goodies to be
sold at the Election Day Bazaar. They are always sure to
make plenty of goods—most to raise money for the
Benevolence Fund, a bit to sample as they create in the

by Tullis Savage

With this sermon in mind, our
church has supported Open
Door in Freehold for many
years. Open Door is a food pantry that services many western
Monmouth County families and is vital to their existence.
If each of us brought one can or box of a non-perishable
food item each time that we attended church, we would
be increasing our contribution dramatically.
Sometimes people are embarrassed to bring only one
item, but on Sunday, July 29th, there were 105 people in
church and if each person or family would have brought
one food item, the two collection containers at the church
would have been filled!!
Each time you grocery shop, please think of those who
are so much less fortunate and pick up at least one item
that you can bring to church with you to donate to Open
Door. The greater community needs to be supported 365
days per year.

by Dianne O’Hara

kitchen, and a few to bring home. Carol Lang leads
participants through fun, fellowship, and food prep with
her patient guidance and creative recipes. It really is a
wonderful time! Bring your own knife and cutting board, or
borrow from us.
Our next canning event is Sunday, September 23rd at
12:00 Noon in the church kitchen (the last canning
session before the Election Day Event!). On the agenda:
Jardinière (which is a mixed vegetable pickle) and our
very popular Chocolate Raspberry Topping! Please
sign-up on the board in Fellowship Hall, or email Dianne
O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].
Please note that canning will take a break after this
September event and will resume in January.

Election Day Event
Luncheon, Dinner and Craft Bazaar
Tuesday, November 6, 2018
by Jane Rappleyea

Creativity Abounds at our Craft Bazaar!
by Mary Van Mater

We will be holding our 152nd annual Election Day Event
– Luncheon, Dinner and Craft Bazaar – on Tuesday,
November 6, 2018. Tickets for the turkey lunch and
dinner will go on sale to the church family on Sunday,
October 7th (to the public on Oct. 9th). Held in our
Community Center, all proceeds, which are typically over
$10,000, benefit the church’s benevolence program.

It’s not too early to be thinking of the Election Day
Bazaar—to be held on November 6th. This annual
tradition typically draws crowds all day to our Community
Center as people begin holiday shopping and stop to
enjoy the turkey meals served upstairs. 100% of the
proceeds of the bazaar go to support the mission gifts of
the church.

This is a great opportunity for our church family to join
together to make this year's event a success. We need
help from the entire congregation, so mark your
calendars and make plans now to support this worthy
cause by coming out, eating, and volunteering before/
during the event. Volunteer forms will be available in
the Sunday bulletins beginning September 23rd!

Many of the items sold are crafted by the Creative
Hands Craft Group of the church. Also, the Piecemaker
Quilt Group often donate some of their beautiful
handiwork. Our Canning Crew works all year too, and
Marjorie Smith continuously collects paintings for the Art
Sale. The bake room is a traditional hit as well. But many
of the wonderful things that are for sale are created at
home by members of the congregation, and we depend
on those items. Do you knit, sew, can pickles or jams,
crochet, work with wood, paper craft, paint, make jewelry,
or photograph? Turn your artistry and crafts into
donations for the Bazaar. Be proud that your homemade
items will be sold at the bazaar to benefit church
benevolences! Donations can be left in the church office
any time before Election Day.

Stop by the Election Day Event table on
Rally Day, September 9, 2018 to hear
more about this annual event and to
see how you can get involved and make
a difference – “many hands make light
work". I look forward to your participation and support this year.

The Reformed Informer
Thrive & Survive – Life after Cancer
by Claire Morris and Katie Gilpin

There is no doubt the word “cancer” elicits many emotions. Many questions come to mind once a diagnosis
has been made. And once a treatment protocol has been
completed and one is labeled a “survivor”, the biggest
question becomes What Will My Life Be Like After
Cancer?
Join us on Sunday, September 23rd at 12:00 Noon
(following worship) in Ministry Center Classroom 23, as
we explore that question and the
multiple questions related to it
TOGETHER. We want to hear
your voices and share our
journey, whether you have
recently been diagnosed, have
been on the road for a long time,
or anywhere in between!
Collectively, we will explore the
best practices and information
regarding living well as we
continue after this unwanted, but nonetheless, prominent
mile marker. We hope to meet once a month throughout
the year.
Contact Claire Morris [cmorris1022@gmail.com] or Katie
Gilpin [katie.gilpin912@gmail.com] with your interest or
any topics you think might be of interest to this group.
We will be at the Health and Wellness table on Rally
Day, September 9th, and would be happy to answer any
questions. Looking forward to greeting you and traveling
this road with companions!
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Holy Yoga~
Holy Yoga (HY) is an experiential worship of our glorious
Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. Come honor Him through
movement at any or all of our scheduled classes. They
are for all skills levels, for men and women, for those who
would like to deepen their faith and improve their
wellness. These HY classes are accessible to any adult,
regardless of his or her mobility, flexibility or strength.
Modifications are possible with all
of the poses. Dress comfortably
(and appropriately for an activity
held at a church) so you can move
with ease.
Join us in our Yoga Room, located
on the lower level of the Ministry
Center, to participate in any or all
of our Holy Yoga sessions.

•

Holy Yoga: Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. (beginning
9/4). Poses are done on a mat. Bring your own,
or borrow one of ours. The flow is slow moving.

•

Balance HY: Thursdays at 11:15 a.m.
(beginning 9/6). Poses are done with a chair or
standing if you are able. These poses help
anyone with balance, inner-ear, or mobility
challenges.

•

Chair HY: Fridays at 11:15 a.m. (beginning 9/7).
This popular class is comprised of poses done in
chairs or standing. Stretch and strengthen your
way to health and happiness.

Please email our Holy Yoga instructor Barb Tucker at
[barbaratucker@aol.com] with any questions.

Church Based Mental Health Services Presents:

Hear a Story, Share a Story, Change a Story
Sunday, October 14th at 12:00 Noon
Join Church Baed Mental Health Services for a brief film
screening and discussion of Into the Light. Explore how
you can help change the culture around mental health
and emotional well-being.
We will gather in the Upper Room of the Ministry Center.
Questions? Call April Humes, MA, LPC at 732-867-8647.

Did you know that our church offers

A Chronic Illness/Pain Support Group?
This small group provides fellowship for those with
chronic illness or pain, as well as for those who have a
loved one dealing with these ailments. We are not defined
by our chronic illness or pain, yet because we have it in
common, it connects us to one another. We support one
another through sharing experiences, feelings, and
knowledge. We also just have a great time together,
sharing a meal and a laugh!
Our group meets the first Monday of each month at 11:00
a.m. at Perkins restaurant in Colts Neck; however, due to
Labor Day, our September meeting will be held on
Monday, September 10th. For more information, please
contact Lonnie Howlett at [lonniespms@hotmail.com]

Page 8

The Reformed Informer, September 2018

Handbell Happenings~

Choirs for Youth~

Our handbell program at CNRC is about to begin its 19th
year! It has been so exciting to see this wonderful
ministry expand and grow, not only as an educational and
worship opportunity, but also as outreach to our
community and beyond. We hope to have many
opportunities for outreach this year, including our 16th
Annual Bell Concert here at CNRC planned for Sunday
evening, May 5, 2019. Our Celebration Ringers will be
participating in our Sounds of Christmas concert at CNRC
on Sunday afternoon, December 9th. Our Morning Bells
will be ringing at various nursing homes and assisted
living/adult communities during the year. Exultation
Ringers will be ringing at Monmouth University’s Holiday
Concert on Thursday, December 6th. Our two younger
bell choirs, Echo and Joyful Ringers, will be ringing
periodically during worship throughout the year and at a
senior facility in the spring.

Our Youth Choirs—Cherub Choir, Angel Choir,
Alleluia Choir, and Jubilation!—rehearse on Sunday
mornings from 11:00 a.m.—Noon. Each choir sings
several times throughout the year during Sunday morning
worship. Rehearsals for all the youth choirs will begin on
Sunday, September 16th. Plans are underway for an
intergenerational musical in the spring, which will involve
all youth choirs and people of all ages who would like to
participate!

See the article below regarding the Introduction to Handbells workshops for new
ringers. Please call Maggie Tripold at the
church office (732-462-4555) if you have any questions or
are interested in being a part of our handbell program.
Please note that placement in a handbell choir is determined after consultation with Maggie Tripold.

Instrumental Opportunities~

Introduction to Handbells Workshops~
September 12th and 14th
Have you ever wanted to try ringing handbells? It looks
fun and, yes, it is fun! This fall, we will be running two
introductory workshops for new ringers:

•

For 9th—12th graders and adults
Wednesday, September 12th from 4:30—5:15
p.m. in The Ringing Room (downstairs, Sanctuary building)

•

For 3rd—8th graders
Friday, September 14th, from 4:30—5:15 p.m. in
The Ringing Room (downstairs, Sanctuary building)

No previous handbell or musical experience is required just come and find out how much fun it is to ring handbells! And if you decide you’d like to join a handbell choir,
there is a group for everyone, 3rd grade and up:

•
•
•
•
•

Echo Ringers (grades 3-5) rehearse on
Mondays from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m.
Joyful Ringers (grades 6-8) rehearse on
Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Celebration Ringers (grades 9-12) rehearse on
Wednesdays from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m.
Morning Bells (adults) rehearse on Mondays
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Exultation Ringers (adults) rehearse on
Wednesdays from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Look for the signup sheets for the workshops during patio
refreshments or at the Music and Worship Arts table on
Rally Day, September 9th. Or call or email Maggie Tripold
[mtripold@verizon.net] at the church office (732-4624555) if you have any questions.

Jubilation! also has an exciting year in store! This fall
we’ll be working on music for our Sounds of Christmas
concert at CNRC on Sunday, December 9th, at 2:00 p.m.
Refer to the table on the next page to see where the
choirs meet and their rehearsal times. Please call Maggie
Tripold (732-462-4555) for more information.

Alleluia Jazz, our instrumental group for high school and
older musicians, directed by Jim McQuerrey, rehearses
on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. (please
note that our fall rehearsal schedule involves two Tuesdays per
month) and plays during worship several times during the

year.

This year they will also be participating in the Sounds of
Christmas concert at CNRC on Sunday, December 9th at
2:00 p.m., and giving their own concert on Sunday
evening, May 19, 2019.
If you are an instrumentalist, high school age or older,
please consider joining us! Please contact Maggie Tripold
at the church office (732-462-4555) or Jim McQuerrey
(jmmcquerrey@aol.com) if you have questions.

Worship Arts Opportunities~
 Drama: Do you enjoy acting? We integrate dramas,
both small and large scale, into worship on special
occasions.
 Lay Readers: We often look for people who are
willing to read scripture at special services such as
Good Friday, etc.
 Art: We love to use original artwork for bulletin
covers, posters, scenery, etc.
 Scenery/Props: Do you like to paint or build sets?
We often need people who are interested in helping
with scenery/set design for children’s/youth musicals,
Christmas programs, etc. This could involve building
sets, painting, gathering props, etc.
 Sound and Video System Operators: A group of
volunteers run the soundboard and monitor the video
during Sunday morning worship and for special
services. Training is provided.
 Ushers and Greeters: Do you enjoy greeting
people? We are always looking for people who are
(Continued on page 9, see Opportunities)
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choir

Grades / ages

Director(s)

Rehearsal Schedule

Cherubs
(vocal)

Pre-K and Kindergarten

Jeanne Sokol, Michele Cox,
Matt Axtell

Classroom 5—Community Center
Sundays - 11:00—Noon

Angel Choir
(vocal)

Grades 1—3

Allison Walter, director
Matthew Goetke, accompanist

Fellowship Hall—Sundays
11:00—Noon

Alleluia Choir
(vocal)

Grades 4—6

Tammy Femiano

Choir Room—Sundays
11:00—Noon

Jubilation!
(vocal)

Grades 7—12

Jeff Brown
Maggie Tripold

The Upper Room—Sundays
11:00—12:00 Noon

Sanctuary Choir
(vocal)

Adults

Dave Tripold

Choir Room—Wednesdays
8:00—9:30 p.m.

Adults

Maggie Tripold

Singing with the Seniors
(vocal)
Alleluia Jazz
(instrumental)

Note: this group sings on 3rd Wednesday and Saturday—no rehearsals

High School & Adults

Jim McQuerrey

Note: additional rehearsals are scheduled throughout the fall

3rd Wednesday—10:30 a.m.
3rd Saturday—11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary—3rd Tuesday
7:00 — 8:15 p.m.

Echo Ringers
(handbells)

Grade 3 and up

Kelly Tyma

Ringing Room—Mondays
4:30—5:15 p.m.

Joyful Ringers
(handbells)

Grade 6 and up

Tamar Goetke

Ringing Room—Mondays
5:30—6:30 p.m.

Celebration Ringers
(handbells)

High School

Kay Brown

Ringing Room—Wednesdays
5:15—6:30 p.m.

Exultation Ringers
(handbells)

Adults

Maggie Tripold

Ringing Room—Wednesdays
6:45—7:45 p.m.

Morning Bells
(handbells)

Adults

Maggie Tripold

Ringing Room—Mondays
10:00 — 11:00 a.m.

Brass Ensemble
(instrumental)

High School & Adults

Dave Tripold
Jim McQuerrey

scheduled as needed

Women’s/Men’s Ensemble
(vocal)

Adult Women/Adult Men

Dave and Maggie Tripold

scheduled as needed

Choirs for Adults~
For the adults of our congregation, we have several
music-making opportunities. The Sanctuary Choir,
directed by Dr. David Tripold, provides music for the
majority of services throughout the year. Sanctuary Choir
rehearses each Wednesday from 8:00—9:30 p.m.
Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September 5th. The
Sanctuary Choir will be offering Gabriel Faure’s Requiem,
an exquisitely beautiful masterwork, during the Lenten
season. Our Men’s Ensemble and Women’s Ensemble
are great opportunities for those who love to sing but
can’t make the weekly commitment to Sanctuary Choir.
Watch for announcements in the Reformed Informer and
weekly bulletins for when these groups will rehearse and
sing during worship, typically during the summer months.

Refer to the table (ABOVE) for specific rehearsal times and locations for
all choirs. Sign-ups for all choirs will take place on Rally Day following the
worship service. Directors will be available to answer any questions you
may have. We look forward to another exciting year of Music Ministry!
(Opportunities, continued from page 8)

willing to serve as ushers and/or greeters for Sunday
morning services and special services.

 Flower arranging/Sanctuary decorating:
Help is needed prior to Christmas Eve and Easter
worship services to arrange poinsettias, lilies, and
tulips in the Sanctuary.
If any of the above pique your interest or if you have ideas of your
own, come visit the Music and Worship Arts Table on Rally Day!
Or contact Maggie Tripold at [mtripold@verizon.net].
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Singing With the Seniors~

Church School Starts September 16th

by Maggie Tripold

Do you like to sing “oldies but goodies” and patriotic
songs? Can you spare an hour or so on a Wednesday
and/or Saturday morning once a
month? If so, this is the group for
you! This is not a choir that sings
for senior citizens, rather it’s a
group who sings with them. We
don’t rehearse, we just go and
share the joy of music with the
residents of the Reformed
Church Home in Old Bridge and
Brandywine Reflections in Colts
Neck. Women and men of any age are welcome! You
can come alone or with your partner/spouse – the more
the merrier! Anyone who has sung with this group can tell
you that we are blessed by the residents every time we
go and sing.
Our singing schedule is as follows:

•

3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:30 a.m. at the
Reformed Church Home (meet at church at 10:00 a.m. if
you want to carpool)

•

3rd Saturday of each month at 11:15 a.m. at
Brandywine Reflections (meet at church at 11:00 a.m. if
you want to carpool)

In September, we will sing at Brandywine Reflections on
Saturday, September 15th, and the Reformed Church
Home on Wednesday, September 19th. You can find
out more information or sign up on Rally Day, September
9th or contact Maggie Tripold in the church office.
An exciting intergenerational opportunity is
in store this year as we present a musical for all ages on
Sunday, March 17, 2019. Our youth choirs – Cherubs,
Alleluia Choir, Angel Choir and Jubilation! – will be
learning the music. We also need other church members
of all ages who are interested in acting, singing,
costumes, props and scenery! For more information, stay
tuned for bulletin announcements about a Coffee Hour
Connection this fall, where you can sign up to be involved
in this exciting church-wide event!

We are excited to have such a wonderful group of
children registered for Church School this year who are in
Pre-school (3 and 4 year-olds) through the seventh grade.
We know they are ready to come to class and learn about
God’s love from their teachers and their lessons from the
Bible!
We have an Administrative team that helps to organize
and support our teachers. Each class is staffed with
teachers who are prepared to guide our children in their
faith journey and we have teenaged assistants who have
volunteered to help in the classes. We deeply and
sincerely thank the administrators, teachers and
assistants for their commitment to this most important
ministry of our church.
On Rally Day September
9th, please come to our
Church School table at the
Ministry Expo where you can
either register your child or
check that your information is
correct. You can also pick up the schedule for the coming
year. If you can’t come to Rally Day, please contact
Pastor Debi Jensen at the church office (732-462-4555
x122) or email [cnrc.associate@gmail.com] so she can
get the information about your family and let you know
what class your child will be in.
This year, we will also be handing out offering
envelopes for each child. The children can use the
envelopes for their Church School offering. An offering
does not have to be money – they may also write on the
envelope how they honored God or others during the
week. Offering envelopes will encourage them to be a
blessing to others. We hope families will encourage the
children to use the envelopes each week when they come
to Church School.
We hope your children come to Church School
regularly so they grow into strong and loving Christians.
Please support their learning by asking them about their
lessons, helping them to use their giving envelopes, and
praying with them each day. The Gospel of Matthew
19:14 tells us that Jesus said, “Let the little children come
to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of heaven belongs.”

Successful Summer Sunday School~
Our youngest Church School children enjoyed a summer of exciting and meaningful lessons which began on
Sunday, June 18th. Thanks to Jane Rappleyea for organizing all the lessons and crafts this year. Also, thanks to the
weekly volunteers who willingly and lovingly taught our children: Donna Emmons, Elizabeth McDermott, Noelle Soi,
Bri Horan, Jillian Sherman, Sandy Anderson, Kathy Rodman, Kiersten Geissler, Karen Nestorowicz, Isabelle
Nestorowicz, Kelly Applegate, Caitlyn MacClellan, Beth Ann Cerny, Sandy Freeman, Lynne Garner, Connie Paul, and
Barbara and Randy Reitmeyer. Thank you all for being a part of this summer ministry for our children!
The summer classes (held through September 2) offered a worship activity for children ages three through entering 3rd
grade; they were dismissed following the “Gospel for Children”. Held upstairs in the Ministry Center, the program offered
stories, crafts, and Bible lessons from “Awesome Adventures: God’s Amazing Kids”. Lessons included a reading of a
Bible story, a game or activity, a craft to make, and a comic to take home that reinforced the lesson of the day. The
children learned about Isaac and how he fulfilled a promise by God to his older parents, about David who was a
shepherd boy and became a King, about how a young boy gave his lunch and Jesus used it to feed 5000 people, and
about Timothy who learned about faith from his mother and grandmother.

The Reformed Informer
Come Join a Bible Study!

by Pastor Debi Jensen
Our church also offers Bible Studies
which are designed to meet the
needs of different groups of people.
All five Bible Studies will begin
soon and are ready and eager to
accept new members. Read through
the following descriptions and see
which of these studies might be of
interest to you! For all of the studies, you can come to as
many sessions as your schedule allows. All of the studies
are discussion-based and all ideas and questions are
welcome. Come when you can and learn each time you
come!
On Rally Day, each of the Bible Study groups will have
signups and information. Stop by their table and ask any
questions of the leaders and pick up a study guide for the
first session.
 The Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study
will have their first meeting on Thursday,
September 13th, from 9:30—11:00 a.m. in the
Ministry Center Conference Room. This Bible
Study is led by Barbara Tucker. Their first Bible
study will be on the Gospel of John. The study is
titled John: Eternal Love.
 The Thursday Evening Bible Study
welcomes singles, couples, and people of all
ages. This group will have its first meeting on
Thursday, September 13th, from 6:00—7:15
p.m. in the Ministry Center Conference Room.
Debi Jensen along with other participants will be
leading this discussion based Bible study. Last
year, they enjoyed reading and studying the
Gospel of Luke. This year, they will study
Luke’s second writing – The Acts of the
Apostles. Debi will email a study guide each
week so be sure to get on the mailing list to
receive the guide. The guide for September 13th
will be available on Rally Day.
 Senior Bible Study meets Friday mornings
from 10:00—11:00 a.m. and will begin
September 14th, in the Ministry Center
Conference Room. This group is led by Rev.
Scott Brown (and will have occasional leadership by Debi Jensen) and usually studies the
scripture passage that will be the sermon topic
for the coming Sunday. People of “retirement
age” are welcome and the only thing you need
to bring is your Bible.
 The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
meets the first Saturday of each month from
7:30—9:00 a.m. Art Peslak and Paul Anderson
are the leaders for this group. The men meet for
breakfast and study in Fellowship Hall. Their first
meeting date will be Saturday, October 6th.
Last year, they studied the Gospel of Matthew
and this year, they will study the Gospel of
John using Life Lessons from John by
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Max Lucado. All men are welcome to join this
group for good food, good discussion, and good
fellowship.
 The Young Women’s Bible Study meets on
Sundays in the Ministry Center Conference
Room from 11:00—11:45 a.m. and will have
their first meeting on September 16th. They will
meet throughout the program year during the
time that the children’s choirs are in session.
There is also childcare available in the church
nursery, downstairs in the Sanctuary building.
The group is led by Nancy Holm-Friedauer and
she tells us, “We are going to be doing something a little different this year, but we will have
schedules and assignments at Rally Day.”
If you need more information about any of
these Bible studies, please stop by our
table on Rally Day! Leaders of each of
the studies will be there and they will
have copies of their study guides. You
can
also
contact
Debi
Jensen
[cnrc.associate@gmail.com] or call: 732-462-4555 x122
for more information.

~Skillbuilders Program for~
Suddenly Single People
Are you a recent widow or widower or recently divorced
or separated? Are you suddenly finding yourself dealing
with tasks on your own that were previously done by your
significant other? This new series of workshops will
give you some new skills and help you feel empowered to carry on with life’s basic responsibilities. The
workshops, led by speakers with expertise in various
areas, will address such topics as personal finances and
money matters; legal and estate Issues; how to talk to
your doctor; basic home maintenance; and/or cooking
and shopping for one. You do not have to attend all of the
sessions but can choose which ones are most useful to
you.
The introduction to the series will be held on Sunday,
September 23rd, in the Ministry Center Conference
Room at 2:00 p.m. and will include a discussion about
grief, resiliency, and moving on. Our speakers for this
session will be Barbara Battles to introduce the program,
and Lorrie McGough (Licensed Psychological Counselor)
who will speak on loss and grief. The remaining
workshops will be held at the same time on September
30th, October 14th, October 28th, and November 11th.
We are still finalizing the full schedule, so please register
to receive email updates or check the weekly bulletin for
which topic will be offered at each of the workshops.
These meetings will be a safe place, with others in a
similar situation, where you can ask questions and gain
confidence to handle some of life’s challenges that may
be difficult dealing with on your own. Please come to our
first meeting if you think this program is for you. If you are
interested but cannot attend on September 23rd, please
contact Barbara Battles at [blbattles@optonline.net] or
call her at 732-276-5249 to register.
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Senior High Summer Stories~
The Senior High Youth group has been very busy this summer. Fourteen youth – Caitlin MacClellan, Elizabeth
Applegate, Kelly Applegate, Emily Contract, Julia Contract, Jessica Cerny, Sarah Maxwell, Grace Kenny, Luke
Nestowowicz, Josh Nestorowicz, Cristian Fernandez, Michael Walker, Hunter Janowski, and Kevin Martin traveled to
Virginia Beach, Virginia on June 24th for a one week mission trip. Sponsored by Team Effort, our group engaged in
repairing a roof and building a handicapped ramp for the owner of the home. We were blessed with great weather and a
lot of shade! Our free time consisted of going white water rafting on the James River in Richmond, Virginia and a beach
day. We were so proud of our youth who selflessly gave up their time to serve others through Christ.
Later in the summer the youth also spent time together at the Horan house for barbecues, and a trip to Dorney Park!
In Christ, Paul and Debbie Horan — Directors of Youth Ministry

Senior High News~

by Debbie and Paul Horan

Paul and I are looking forward to a successful upcoming program year with the CNRC Youth Group. We will be planning
some events that we would like to encourage the youth to participate in, such as baking cookies for the college bound
youth, the CROP walk, and other volunteer activities that will be offered throughout the year. Parents are encouraged to
inquire more about our youth program and to encourage their youth to engage in inspirational service focused on helping
others and learning how individual actions can change their lives and the lives of others. For more information or if you
have questions, please contact us at [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com].

Elementary Youth Group (Grades 2—5)

Junior High Youth News (Grades 6—8)

Calling all CNRC youth in grades two through five! Our
2018-2019 program year begins on Friday, September
14th from 5:30—7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will
enjoy sharing back-to-school stories over pizza, and then
we will bake cookies and make cards for members of our
congregation who could use a little cheer! Friends are
always welcome to join the fun.

Karen Nestorowicz and I have been busy planning lots of
exciting events for the upcoming year!

by Jeanne Sokol

I welcome input from both children and parents on
activities for this year. Last year we enjoyed making slime,
make-your-own ice cream sundaes, playing “Sardines” in
the Ministry Center, enjoying a cookout and outdoor
movie at the Horans’, and a pool party at the
Schmockers’. Our focus this year will continue to be on
fun, fellowship and mission together!
Please contact me with any questions and suggestions
(732-939-4425). Looking forward to a great year ahead!

By Christin Outwin

This year we plan to schedule events for the 3rd weekend of the month. For our first get-together we will be
having a pizza kickoff party right before the first Joyful
Ringers rehearsal on Monday, September 17th at 4:45
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. For the following months we'll
be apple picking, volunteering, watching Christmas
movies, and sharing in fellowship and friendship. We're
looking forward to fun times and hearing from the
middle-schoolers about their interests as well! Look for
announcements in the Sunday bulletins, on the sign-up
board in Fellowship Hall, and by email for event
happenings throughout the year.
Any questions, please email or call Christin at
[coutwin@yahoo.com] or 732-682-9266; email or call
Karen at [kcnestor@gmail.com] or 732-804-7013. Thank
you for sharing your children with us. Have a wonderful
end of the summer and a strong start to the school year!
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Confirmation Class Begins September 16th

Reformed Church Home Golf Outing

Our Confirmation Class of 2018-2019 will be starting with
an Informational Meeting on Sunday, September 16th.
The first class will be held on Sunday, September 23rd.
Letters of invitation were sent out to students who have
been active in our Church School and are entering the
eighth grade. If you did not get a letter but have a child
who is in eighth grade or older and would like to register
your child for the class, please speak to Pastor Debi
Jensen no later than September 9th, by calling the
church office (732-462-4555 x122) or sending her an
email [cnrc.associate@gmail.com].

Honors the Colts Neck Reformed Church
On Monday, September
17th, 2018, the Reformed
Church Home will once again
be hitting the links for the
27th Annual Golf Classic at
the
historic
Battleground
Country Club. The golf outing brings together great
friends, loyal corporate partners, and dear family and
church members for a day of challenging golf to benefit
an important cause… our seniors.
The day's events include 18 holes of golf with carts,
breakfast, beverages and
snacks on the course, an
Awards Luncheon, and a
Golfer Goody Bag. This
year our church will be
honored for all the support
we provide to the home.
To add a little more excitement to the day there will be
a variety of contests with great prizes for the lucky winners. In addition, you will have the opportunity to win
great gifts at our auction such as gift certificates to private
golf courses, golf items, tickets to theaters and sports
events, and gift cards from local merchants and restaurants. To end this perfect day, our guests and golfers will
have an opportunity to win the 50/50 which is always a
great attraction.
The comradery of good friends, acquaintances, and fellow co-workers is truly a delight to see. For over 27
years this event has made a difference in the lives of
our residents contributing to special programs and
projects which has created a compassionate caring
environment they call HOME. For more information
please visit our website [www.reformedchurchhome.com]
or call Marie Trezza at 732-608-9230, ext. 108.

A required informational session for parents and students
will be held on Sunday, September 16th, at 12:00 p.m.,
upstairs in the Ministry Center in Room 24/25. At least
one parent (or sponsor) is asked to attend with the
confirmation student. Information concerning the class
and requirements for confirmation will be discussed and
any questions will be answered. Please bring your
completed Covenant Agreement, Family Information, and
Student Biography forms to this meeting.
At the information session, each student will be given a
notebook and Bible to use during the year. In order to
have enough supplies for the class, please make sure
you have called the church office to let us know that your
child will be attending the class. Classes for students will
be held on Sundays starting on September 23rd in the
Ministry Center Classroom 24/25 from 12:00 noon to
1:30 p.m. We will meet approximately every two weeks.
Rev. Scott Brown and Pastor Debi Jensen are looking
forward to leading another group of our young people
through confirmation and to their own public profession of
faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

Women’s Book Discussion Group News~
by Marian Bauman

This small group meets monthly throughout the program
year at the homes of its members. All women of the
congregation are invited to join us on the second
Tuesday of each month (from Noon to 2:00 p.m.) for
fellowship, food, and fun discussion. If you are not on the
email list to receive updates about the Women’s Book
Discussion Group, or are interested in finding out what
we're all about, please send your email to
[marianbauman1@gmail.com].
Hilda Hecht (732-462-0710) will be the hostess for the
Tuesday, September 11th meeting from Noon to 2:00
p.m. The book being discussed is
The Marriage Bureau by Penrose
Halson.
Looking ahead, Connie Paul will
host the October 9th book
discussion group. The book being
discussed is Stepping Off the Edge
by Deborah Tuhy Simmons. For a
copy of this book to read, please contact Connie at
[theconniepaul@gmail.com].

Have You Remembered the
Church in your Will?

Have You Read?

by Connie Paul

The Walt Longmire Series by Craig Johnson includes
14 books and an A&E television series (also on Netflix).
Called western mysteries, the books are worth reading in
addition to watching. First in the series is The Cold Dish.
The most recent is Depth of Winter. You will enjoy getting
to know the sheriff of Absaroka County, Wyoming if you
haven't already met.
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Why Nametag Sundays?

~Coffee Hour returns to Fellowship Hall~

As you arrive to church on a Sunday, you are greeted
perhaps by our greeters in the
parking lot and then again by
the ushers as you are handed a
bulletin. But what happens
when you take your seat in the
pew? Do you greet the people
next to you, or the ones behind
or in front of you?

On Sunday, September 16th, we return to our program
year worship schedule with two worship services at 9:15
and 11:00 a.m. In between the services we offer a coffee
hour/fellowship time in Fellowship Hall, located upstairs in
the Community Center. The sign-up will be available on
Rally Day and then on the bulletin board in Fellowship
Hall. Contact Dianne O’Hara with any questions.

by Dianne O’Hara

What if this were your first time walking into The Colts
Neck Reformed Church and you didn’t know anyone and
no one said hello? Well, folks, we have visitors sitting in
our pews just about every Sunday! While that is a blessing for us, it is also important to the visitors that they are
acknowledged and made to feel welcome.
Why do we have to wear nametags? Everybody knows
me. I know everybody. These are some of the comments
I hear on Nametag Sundays.
Why do we have to wear nametags you ask? Here a just
a few reasons:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wearing a nametag makes for a friendlier church;
If you forget someone’s name you can still read it;
Nametags make visitors feel comfortable;
People are more approachable when wearing a
name tag;
Nametags are conversation starters;
It helps our new members and visitors get to know
people;

These are just a few of the reasons why once a month we
continue to have nametag Sundays. Our hope is that
everyone in our church, on the first Sunday of the month,
will put on a nametag and get to know someone new!

Hosts/Hostesses Needed

Please consider helping out! Coffee hour is a great
time to chat with friends, meet new people, enjoy a cup of
coffee and a bite to eat, and check the
bulletin boards to sign up for all
upcoming activities.
This
refreshment
time
only
happens with the help of volunteer
hosts. What do the hosts do? They
provide the food (store-bought or homemade cookies,
brownies, doughnuts, etc. and milk for coffee) serve, and
clean up. Everything else is provided (coffee/tea, paper
products, lemonade mix) along with detailed instructions
on how to use the coffee pots and how to set up. It’s a lot
of fun and a great way to interact with your church family—whether you’re new to the church or a long-time
attendee. Teaming up with friends or neighbors, or even
as part of a church group (such as a church school class,
a book discussion group) is recommended.
Remember to:
 Keep it simple! Coffee hour is meant to provide a
bite to eat, not a meal.
 Keep control! Watch your children so that they
only take one or two items.
 Keep the focus! This is a time of fellowship and
sharing. Items need not be homemade – it’s not a
baking contest. Store bought is fine.
 Keep in touch! Contact Dianne O’Hara or Pam
Licata in the church office (732-462-4555) if you
have any questions or would like to be paired up
with another family.

Women of D'Vine is a ladies fellowship group that

meets monthly for friendship and community. Everyone
is welcome to attend! Meetings are generally on the first
Tuesday of the month in the evening and include
beverages, appetizers and desserts. We will gather on
Tuesday, September 4th, at the home of Sandy
Freeman (732-462-4772) beginning at 7:00 p.m.
Looking ahead, we will meet on Tuesday, October 2nd at
the home of Kathy Rodman.
If you would like to be added to the email list for
Women of D'Vine, please send your contact information
to [marianbauman1@gmail.com] to receive updates
about the group. For questions or further information,
please contact Sandy Anderson at [sja7669@gmail.com].

Who Am I?
from page 3

Linda Balzer
married to:

Gerry Balzer
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Your Daily Prayers are Needed~

Remembering Corporal Daniel Baldassare~

Please include the following members of our church
family in your prayers this month. In addition to your
prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card,
call or (if local) visit. If you are available to visit members
of our church family and would like to be added to our
rotating list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in
the church office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-4624555. This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3
months.

Following Pastor Debi Jensen’s participation in the
memorial service held for Corporal Baldassare, along with
other clergy in the community, one of several flags that
had been flown across the
country in honor of Corporal
Baldassare’s service to the
United States Marine Corps
and his country, along with
this plaque, was presented to
our church as a thank you.
You will find it displayed near
the Military Bulletin Board in
Fellowship Hall.

❖ Emma Sklair, health concerns
❖ Kristin Howlett, daughter of Ken and Lonnie
Howlett, ongoing health concerns
❖ Daniel Kibler, son of Nancy and Robert Kibler,
autoimmune diseases
❖ All residents of the Reformed Church Home
including, Ruth Carmeli (mother of Margaret
Carmeli-Peslak), Irene Kiefer.

Prayers and Condolences to~
❖ Luis Valdez and Ivonne Fernandez on the
death of Luis’s sister, Milagros Valdez-Soria, on
May 15, 2018.
❖ Drew and Kathy Naysmith, on the death of
Drew’s brother, Stephen, on May 23, 2018.
❖ Pete Engelman and family on the death of
Pete’s father, Peter, on June 6, 2018.
❖ Harold Rapp and family on the death of his
wife, Rachel, on June 25, 2018.
❖ Henry Swordsma on the death of his wife,
Nanette, on July 16, 2018.
❖ Mark Holmes and Donna Mulligan, on the
death of Mark’s brother, Tony, on July 20, 2018
as well as the recent deaths of their brother-inlaw, John, Donna’s Aunt Loretta and Donna’s
friend, Dot.
❖ Al and Laura Zaccaria and family on the death
of Al’s father, Paul, on July 27, 2018.
❖ Dan Fenski and Barbara Battles on the death of
Dan’s mom, Margaret Prygon, on August 5, 2018.
“I would like to thank the Colts Neck Reformed Church
community for the wonderful support you showed to Nanette’s
family and myself. The Memorial service was excellent.
The repast was also excellent. Love, Henry Swordsma.”

Congratulations and Blessings to~
❖ Susan and Michael Fox on the birth of their
granddaughter, Olivia Grace, on May 22, 2018,
to Michael and Melissa Fox.
❖ Nancy Faustmann on the birth of her grandson,
Kai Deker Goetke, on July 7, 2018 to Theresa
and Tom Goetke.
❖ Gerlinde and Robert Martin on the birth of their
son, Ezra Noah, on July 27, 2018.

Calling All Single Active Seniors~
The Single Active Seniors Group (SAS) meets on
Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the
Ministry Center. This is a weekly discussion and activity
group for unmarried older adults in the church and the
community. They engage in lively conversation, plan
social activities, and encourage group participation. The
group features guest speakers to discuss topics of
interest while offering fellowship, friendship, and support.
There are no fees to join these meetings. No sign-up
required—just show up! For more information, email
Dianne O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].

The congregation is invited
to celebrate the uniting of

Helen Burke
and

Christopher Zaccaria
in marriage
Saturday, September 22, 2018
at two o’clock in the afternoon
Colts Neck Reformed Church
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Return Service Requested

September Worship Schedule
Sunday, September 2, 2018 Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost. On this Labor Day weekend we gather to
worship and celebrate Communion at 9:15 a.m. Rev.
Scott Brown will be preaching. The Women’s Ensemble
will offer special music.

The Colts Neck Reformed Church welcomes you to come and be refreshed by
the Word of God, times of prayer and praise, and the community of God’s
people! We are a welcoming and affirming congregation where all are invited
to participate in worshiping our gracious God and all are included in a community of faith, service, and joy. The 9:15 a.m. worship service coordinates with
our church school educational opportunities for three-year-olds through seventh grade. As such, this service contains a “Gospel for Children”. Professional nursery care for infants and toddlers is provided at both the 9:15 and 11:00
a.m. worship services; the worship services are simulcast in a “family room”
where parents can bring their infants and toddlers. Both the 9:15 and 11:00
a.m. services contain the same sermon, hymns, prayers, and special music.
Please note that the 11:00 a.m. service resumes on September 16th. Youth
choirs rehearse on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, September 9, 2018 Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost. Today is Rally Day where we kick-off the
program year with our traditional Rally Day worship
service at 9:15 a.m. The Sanctuary Choir will provide
service music. Bring the entire family to this
specially-themed worship service – “one generation shall
declare God’s mighty acts to another.” (Psalm 145:4). Worship will be followed by a Ministries Expo and a church
picnic on the grounds of Colts Neck Firehouse #1, located just west of the church, off of Route 537.
Sunday, September 16th
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost. We resume our two-worship schedule this Sunday with services at both 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. We begin a sermon series today based on Psalm 78:4, “forward by faith
for the next generation.” Each week’s sermon will focus on a family from the Bible and their faith throughout the generations. The Sanctuary Choir and Exultation Ringers will provide service music at both worship opportunities. Church
school for three-year-olds through seventh grade resumes during the first service; the children begin the morning in worship in the Sanctuary; then, following the “Gospel for Children”, they are dismissed (at approximately 9:35 a.m.) to their
classes. Youth choir rehearsals begin today at 11:00 a.m. Professional nursery care is provided at both worship services
downstairs in the Sanctuary building. If you would like more information about the church school and children’s ministries, please call Pastor Debi Jensen at 732-462-4555, x122. See the Rally Day article on the front page of this newsletter for more details about this exciting Sunday!

Sunday, September 23rd
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost. We worship at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. today and Alleluia
Jazz will offer special music at both services. Sermon series continues focusing on families from the book of Genesis.
Sunday, September 30th
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Join us for worship this morning at 9:15 or 11:00 a.m.
Music is offered by our Sanctuary Choir. We continue with our sermon series looking at families from the book of Genesis.

