The Colts Neck Reformed Church
Rally day – Sunday, September 10, 2017
Come and kick off the church program year with us on
Sunday, September 10th, as we celebrate “God Opens
Doors”. We will worship at one service, beginning at 9:15
a.m., and nursery care for infants and toddlers is available.
This celebration is geared to adults as well as school-aged
children – families are encouraged to worship together.
Following worship, there will be a Ministry Exposition
held in Fellowship Hall, highlighting the many ministry/
mission opportunities at the church
including signing
up
for
church
school and children’s music programming.
The fun continues
as Alleluia Jazz plays for our enjoyment as we gather for
an ALL-CHURCH PICNIC, held on the church grounds,
rain or shine. All are welcome, but if you wish to attend,
please sign up during Patio Refreshments or call the
church office at 732-462-4555. To offset costs, the church
is requesting $7 per adult – high school and above, $3 for
ages 5 through 8th grade, and children under 5 are free!

The Reformed Informer
~to become Bi-monthly Publication~
by Scott D. Brown

September 2017
Election Day Event

Luncheon, Dinner and Craft Bazaar
Tuesday, November 7, 2017
by Betsy Aras
We will be holding our 151st annual Election Day Event:
Luncheon, Dinner and Craft Bazaar on Tuesday,
November 7, 2017. Tickets for the turkey lunch and dinner
will go on sale to the church family on Sunday, October
8th (to the public on Oct. 10th). Held in our Community
Center, all proceeds, which are typically over $10,000,
benefit the church’s benevolence program.
We need help from the entire congregation, so mark your
calendars and make plans now to support this worthy
cause by coming out, eating and volunteering before/
during the event. Volunteer forms will be available in
the Sunday bulletins beginning September 24th!
Stop by the Election Day Event table on Rally Day to hear
more about this annual event and to see how you can get
involved and make a difference.

Inside This Issue

As the church looks to encourage the church family to
engage more in the church’s social media presence, and
reduce postage costs, we are changing the way that our
Reformed Informer is published. This change will also
enable our newsletter editor, Betsy Aras, to reduce her
hours – at her request.
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Information about the church and its daily happenings
will still be actively available; however, you may need to
look to other sources in addition to the Reformed Informer.
Our church website [coltsneckreformed.org], which was
updated over a year ago, continues to play an important
role in getting information out to the community and to our
members – hopefully you have visited the church website
and will make it a habit to do so more often – even from
your smartphone!
Our weekly Bulletin Announcements (available in
church on Sunday mornings and on the website), and the
(Continued on page 3, see Newsletter)
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Focus on Faith

at the emphases of those new understandings in the
month of October.
Dear Friends,

I spend a lot of time with
words: writing, speaking,
preaching, reading. Many
times those words are quick
flashes, like the brief words
that make up a “to do” list.
Sometimes I labor over finding just the right words, for
instance, when I’m writing a
sympathy card. I love
alliteration – praying for help and hope for those who
wonder, wait, watch and weep – for the sound of the
words enhances its impact. Much of what I do in my
ministry is wrap actions in words. That’s what happens at
weddings, and funerals, with baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, as I preach and as I pray.
It also happened 500 years ago as Martin Luther penned
powerful words that set the church in a whole new
direction with the Reformation. In those days a church
door was something akin to a town bulletin board – so
when he posted his 95 theses on the door of the
Wittenberg Germany church, it was a very public
proclamation. It was a radical reorientation of how we
understand our faith. We’ll be looking much more closely

Colts Neck

For Luther and for us, words matter. Words are shared,
ideas are communicated in a dizzying array of formats
these days. Incoming words wash over us – emails, social
media newsfeeds, push news reports, e-letters, ads, texts
and tweets. You’ll read in this issue how we, as a church,
are refining how we communicate most effectively,
changing the newsletter from monthly to six times a year.
Yet however it is done, communication is crucial,
transparency and integrity are of highest value, and in all
of those, words matter. Just because something is
shouted, doesn’t make it true. Just because exclamation
points are used doesn’t mean the content is of import.
Communicating has gotten so easy and cheap that some
don’t bother with quality or integrity. Many lie and shout
with ease. We need to listen to God and learn from God –
for God spoke and a whole universe was created. The
Word of God comes to us – and life is sustained,
redeemed and blessed.
As we begin a new program year, may we listen for the
Word and then communicate God’s Good News through
our welcome, our activities, our care, our classes, our
rehearsals, our fellowship, our meetings, our theology and
our worship.
Peace in Christ,
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Congregational Meeting Set~
On Thursday evening, September 21st, there will be a
Congregational Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
The meeting will begin with a visual overview of the past
program year. Then Scott Brown will present a brief “stateof-the-church” report as he reflects on the year past and
shares his vision for what God is calling us to do in the
future. Finances will be reviewed, elders and deacons will
be elected, and a time for congregational comment are all
reasons why your participation is important!
Available at the Sanctuary entrance/exits are copies of the
“Annual Report.” This is an important document that
summarizes the ministry of our congregation over the past
year (July 1, 2016 – summer 2017). In this report you will
find information about programs enjoyed, mission-partners
supported, a list of new members, baptisms, marriages,
funerals, and a summary of our finances.
If you’d like a PDF copy of the report emailed to you,
please be in touch with the church office through email at
[coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net]. If you would like
a detailed treasurer’s report, just request one – also from
the church office. This report is also posted at the south
entrance of the Community Center.

9/11 Memorial Service—September 10th~
A service is planned for Sunday evening,
September 10th at 6:00 p.m. next to the
Colts Neck Township 9/11 memorial,
behind Town Hall. Freeholder Director
Lillian Burry, Mayor Russell Macnow, and
the daughter of someone who perished on
9/11 will speak. There will be representatives from the
Colts Neck High School ROTC, NWS Earle, pipes and
drums, and the Boy/Girl Scouts. Our Exultation Ringers
Handbell Choir will provide special music; Pastors from
town, including Scott Brown and Debi Jensen, will be
present, with Scott offering the invocation.
(Newsletter, continued from page 1)

weekly Constant Contact Email deliver the most current
and up-to-date information regarding worship services and
activities taking place within the church family. You are
encouraged to continue reading these publications, using
them to your advantage.
The email Prayer Chain is a wonderful way to stay
connected to the health and well-being of your fellow
church family – be in touch with Dianne O’Hara,
Congregational Care Coordinator [cnrc.care@gmail.com]
to be added to this email list or the Friday “Constant
Contact” email.
The Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall is the main spot to
visit on a Sunday morning between services to add your
name to an activity or to find out what’s happening in the
life of the church.
And finally, you can always be in contact with Pam in
the church office [coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net]
or (732-462-4555) to have your questions answered, sign
up for an event, or be in touch with the staff member who
can serve you best.
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Who Am I?

by Kathy Rodman

1. I was born in Harrisburg, PA.
2. I was an only child and raised in the
Presbyterian church.
3. In high school I was active in music programs and
played the piano and drums.
4. At Lebanon Valley College I studied music.
5. I taught kindergarten and elementary music.
6. My spouse and I met through a cousin.
7. We moved to New Jersey in 1956 and then to
Colts Neck in 1962.
8. We have 4 children and 3 grandchildren.
9. I enjoy opera, gardening, bridge and reading.
10. I am a member of various women’s organizations.
Give up? Turn to page 9 to see my name and picture!

New Member Class Offered~
by Dianne O’Hara

Are you interested in joining the church or learning more
about us? We will offer a New Member Class on
Wednesday, October 18th, 2017 from 7:00-8:45 p.m. in
the Ministry Center conference room.
If you are interested in becoming a member we ask that
you attend this class where Rev. Scott Brown will talk
about the history of CNRC and what it means to be a
member. If you plan to attend, please contact Dianne
O'Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or call the church office
(732-462-4555, x112) to register.

Coffee Hour returns to Fellowship Hall~
Hosts/Hostesses Needed

On Sunday, September 17th, we return to our program year
worship schedule with two
worship services at 9:15 and
11:00 a.m. In between the
services we offer a coffee hour/
fellowship time in Fellowship
Hall, located upstairs in the Community Center. The sign-up
will be available on Rally Day and then on the bulletin board
in Fellowship Hall. You can also call or email Betsy Aras (732741-5940) [betsyaras@gmail.com] to sign up for an upcoming
Sunday!
Please consider helping out! Coffee hour is a great time to
chat with friends, meet new people, enjoy a cup of coffee and
a bite to eat, and check the bulletin boards to sign up for all
upcoming activities.
This refreshment time only happens with the help of
volunteer hosts. What do the hosts do? They provide the
food (store-bought or homemade cookies, brownies,
doughnuts, etc. and milk for coffee,) serve, and clean up.
Everything else is provided (coffee/tea, paper products,
lemonade mix) along with detailed instructions on how to use
the coffee pots and how to set up. It’s a lot of fun and a great
way to interact with your church family—whether you’re new
(Continued on page 11, see Coffee Hour)
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Church Staff Changes~
by Rev. Scott D. Brown

The personnel committee is pleased to share that
Dianne O’Hara will add to her current job portfolio,
Administration of Health and Wellness Ministries. As Dana
Eugenio moved to South Carolina over the summer, it
became necessary to have someone else take on the
coordination of the many wonderful programs that
encompasses Health and Wellness. As many of the
initiatives already overlap with Fellowship and
Congregational Care (areas Dianne already staffs), it was
a natural step to ask Dianne to expand her church
leadership role. We are so grateful that Dianne is stepping
into this new role.
The one area that Dana led that we are still looking to fill is
that of leading the worshipful meaningful movement
classes, previously titled Holy Yoga. Focusing on strength,
stretching, balance and prayer/praise, the Consistory is
looking to find two or three people who, with appropriate
training, will provide leadership in this important volunteer
ministry area. If you have interest in learning more about
this, please contact Dianne O’Hara at 732-462-4555, x112
or via email at [cnrc.care@gmail.com]. We hope to have
meaningful movement classes offered as soon as
possible.
Another staff change is that Michelle Spears, who has
served for the past program year as our Youth Ministries
Coordinator, will be leaving that role. She has a wonderful
new vocational opportunity with the Tinton Falls School
District. As we are committed to keeping our youth ministry
a high priority, Michelle is continuing to get the program
year started, ensuring a seamless transition. Thankfully
Michelle will be yet part of our church family and we’ll see
her regularly – even as a youth ministry volunteer!

The Reformed Informer, September 2017
Meet Your Church Staff – Dianne O’Hara~
Dianne O’Hara serves as our Congregational Care
Coordinator and just recently, has taken over the
administrative oversight of our
Health and Wellness Ministry.
Dianne is celebrating her 12year work anniversary this
month. She has been married
to her husband, Michael, for 26
years – they lived in Colts Neck
for 22 years before moving to
Fair Haven 3-½ years ago.
Originally
from
Whitehall,
Pennsylvania, Dianne graduated from Kutztown University,
which is where she met her husband – Mike grew up in
Holmdel.
Dianne and Mike have two children; Matthew is 23 years
old and graduated in June with his MBA from Quinnipiac
University. He is currently working at Foresters Financial in
Edison as a Product Analyst. Kaylyn is 18 years old and
graduated from Red Bank Catholic this past June. She just
started her freshman year at San Diego State University
where she will be studying Criminal Justice.
Outside of work, Dianne enjoys spending time in Long
Beach Island, is a member of the Piecemaker’s Quilt
Group, and enjoys reading and traveling. She loves going
to Broadway musicals and plays and highly recommends
Wicked, if you haven’t seen it. Her favorite place to
vacation is anywhere with a beach.
When asked what she enjoys most about working at
CNRC Dianne answers, I love that I get to work with so
many different people who are committed to serving God
by serving others.
Dianne can be reached at the church office (732-4624555, x112) or via email at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].

Nametag Sundays will Continue~

by Dianne O’Hara
As you arrive to church on a Sunday, you are greeted
perhaps by our greeters in the parking lot and then again
by the ushers as you are handed a bulletin. But what
happens when you take your seat in the pew? Do you
greet the people next to you? Or the ones behind or in
front of you?
What if this was your first time walking into the Colts Neck
Reformed Church and you didn’t know anyone and no one
said hello! Well folks, we have visitors sitting in our pews
just about every Sunday! While that is a blessing for us, it
is also important that visitors are acknowledged and made
to feel welcome.
Why do we have to wear nametags? Everybody knows
me. I know everybody. These are some of the comments I
hear on Nametag Sundays. Why do we have to wear
nametags you ask? Here a just a few reasons.
 Wearing a nametag makes for a friendlier church
 If you forget someone’s name you can still read it
 Nametags make visitors feel comfortable

 People are more approachable when wearing a name tag
 Nametags are conversation starters
 It helps our new members and visitors get to know people
These are just a few of the reasons why, once a month,
we continue to have Nametag Sundays. Our hope is that
everyone in our church, on the first Sunday of the month,
will put on a nametag and get to know someone new!

Green Tip for September~
by Patrick Malloy

The school year is starting again, and what better way is there
to put your child's best foot forward than to show them you
care for the environment? If you live in a walking district,
spend time with your child mapping out a safe walking route
to school. This encourages both eco-friendly travel and the
health and fitness of your loved ones. If walking is not an
option, start a carpool, taking turns with other parents in the
neighborhood. This also encourages community and lets you
get to know better the children your child is going to school
with, as well as their parents. You’ll each save time, energy,
and fuel by applying these tips to your daily schedules.
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Caregiver Support Group Meets Monthly~
Do you care for a family member who is sick, elderly,
disabled or going through a rough patch? If so, who cares
for you? Our licensed mental health counselor, April
Humes, leads this confidential support group with advice
and encouragement. Our members find this group to be
very helpful.
Please attend our monthly meetings and allow them to be
a source of comfort for you. This group meets monthly on
a Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m. Their next gathering will
be on Tuesday, October 17th in the Ministry Center
Conference Room. There is no sign-up required.
For more information, please contact Dianne O’Hara at
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or April Humes, MA, LPC at
[humeslpc@gmail.com].
Did you know that our church offers...

A Chronic Illness/Pain Support Group?
This group provides fellowship for those with chronic
illness or pain, as well as for those who have a loved one
dealing with these ailments. We are not defined by our
chronic illness or pain, yet because we have it in common,
it connects us to one another. We support one another
through sharing experiences, feelings, and knowledge. We
also just have a great time together, sharing a meal and a
laugh! Our group meets the first Monday of each
month at 11:00 a.m. at Perkins restaurant in Colts
Neck. However, due to Labor Day our September
meeting will be held on September 11th. For more
information,
please
contact
Lonnie
Howlett
at
[lonniespms@hotmail.com]

Calling All Single Active Seniors~
The Single Active Seniors Group (SAS) is a community
group and meets on Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Ministry Center. This is a weekly
discussion and activity group for unmarried older adults in
the church and the community, which started meeting on
our church campus in early April. They engage in lively
conversation, plan social activities, and encourage group
participation. The group features guest speakers to discuss topics of interest while offering fellowship, friendship
and support. There are no fees to join these meetings. No
sign-up required—just show up! For more information,
email Dianne O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].

Knit One, Pray Too!
Knit One, Pray Too! is a knitting group
started by Lynne Garner and Donna
Mulligan to knit baby blankets, which
will be donated to local hospitals’ Neonatal Intensive Care
Units for preemies. This group is for all knitting abilities!
Lynne and Donna are happy to teach anyone who wants
to learn. They meet every Tuesday, other than the first
Tuesday of the month, at the home of Lynne Garner. Join
us for some fun, fellowship and knitting for a good cause.
For more information please email Donna Mulligan at
[mulligand@optonline.net].
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Canning Crew Gathers in September~
by Dianne O’Hara

Our Canning Crew loves to create
jarred goodies to be sold at the
Election Day Bazaar. We are always
sure to make enough goods: most to
raise money for the Benevolence
Fund, a bit to sample as we create in
the kitchen, and a few to bring home.
Carol Lang leads us through fun,
fellowship, and food prep with her
patient guidance and creative recipes.
It really is a wonderful time! Bring
your own knife and cutting board, or borrow from us.
Our next canning meeting is Sunday, September 24th
at 12:00 Noon — meet in the church kitchen (our last
canning session before the Election Day Events!). On the
agenda is Jardiniere (which is a mixed vegetable pickle),
and our very popular Chocolate Raspberry Topping!
Please sign-up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall, or
email Dianne O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].

Blood Drive Set for September 27th~
by Kathy Rodman

CNRC is having our biannual blood drive on
Wednesday, September 27th from 3:30 – 8:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Please consider contributing to this
worthwhile cause. 60% of the population is eligible to
donate blood yet only 5% actually do. Sign-ups will begin
on Rally Day, Sunday, September 10th. Just add your
name to the signup poster in Fellowship Hall.
One common reason for being deferred from donating is a
low iron count. The following is a list of iron-rich foods that
can boost the iron level in your blood:











Red meat
Egg yolks
Dark, leafy greens (spinach, kale)
Dried fruits (prunes, raisins)
Iron-enriched cereals (check the label)
Mollusks (scallops, clams, oysters)
Turkey or chicken
giblets
Beans, lentils, chick
peas and soy beans
Liver
Artichokes

Tip: If you eat iron-rich foods along with foods that provide
plenty of vitamin C, your body can better absorb the iron.
If you have questions, contact Kathy Rodman at 732-9464121, [krodman2@gmail.com] or Cathy Della Fera at 732462-4171, [loca2@optonline.net] and we’ll be glad to help.
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Handbell Happenings~

Choirs for Youth~

Our handbell program at CNRC is about to begin its 18th
year! It has been so exciting to see this wonderful ministry
expand and grow, not only as an educational and worship
opportunity, but also as outreach to our community and
beyond. We hope to have many opportunities for outreach
this year, including our 15th Annual Bell Concert here at
CNRC planned for Sunday evening, May 6, 2018. Our
Celebration Ringers will be participating in our Sounds of
Christmas concert at CNRC on Sunday afternoon, December 10th and a weekend tour with Jubilation! in early February. Our Morning Bells will be ringing at various nursing
homes and assisted living/adult communities during the
year. Exultation Ringers will be ringing at Monmouth University’s Holiday Concert on Thursday, December 7th.
Our two younger bell choirs, Echo and Joyful Ringers,
will be ringing periodically during worship throughout the
year and at a senior facility in the spring.

Our Youth Choirs – Cherub Choir, Angel Choir, Alleluia
Choir, and Jubilation! — rehearse on Sunday mornings
from 11:00 a.m. to 12 Noon. Each choir sings several
times throughout the year during Sunday morning worship.
Rehearsals for youth choirs begin on Sunday, September
24th with the exception of Jubilation! choir, which will
begin rehearsals on Sunday, September 17th.

Please call Maggie Tripold at the church
office (732-462-4555) if you have any
questions or are interested in being a part
of our handbell program.

Alleluia Jazz, our instrumental group for high school and
older musicians, directed by Jim McQuerrey, rehearses on
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary (please note that our fall rehearsal schedule
involves two Tuesdays per month) and plays during
worship several times during the year. This year they will
also be participating in the CNRC Sounds of Christmas
concert on Sunday, December 10th at 2:00 p.m.

Introduction to Handbells Workshops….
….September 11th and 13th
Have you ever wanted to try ringing handbells? It looks fun
and, yes, it is fun! This fall, we will be running two introductory workshops for new ringers:




For 3rd—8th graders
Monday, September 11th from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. in
The Ringing Room (downstairs in the Sanctuary
building).
For 9th—12th graders and adults
Wednesday, September 13th from 4:30 to 5:15
p.m. in The Ringing Room.

No previous handbell or musical experience is required just come and find out how much fun it is to ring handbells!
And if you decide you’d like to join a handbell choir, there
is a group for everyone, 3rd grade and up:






Echo Ringers (grades 3 and up) rehearse on
Mondays from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m.
Joyful Ringers (grades 6 and up) rehearse on
Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Celebration Ringers (grades 9-12) rehearse on
Wednesdays from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m.
Morning Bells (adults) rehearse on Mondays from
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Exultation Ringers (adults) rehearse on Wednesdays from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Look for the signup sheets for the workshops during patio
refreshments or at the Music and Worship Arts table on
Rally Day, September 10th; or email or call Maggie Tripold
[mtripold@verizon.net] at the church office (732-462-4555,
x114) if you have any questions.
Please note that placement in a handbell choir is
determined after consultation with Maggie Tripold.

Jubilation! also has an exciting year in store! This fall
we’ll be working on music for our CNRC Sounds of
Christmas concert on Sunday, December 10th. After
Christmas, we’ll begin working on the musical
#GRACEWINS which will be presented at CNRC on February 25th. We also have plans for a weekend tour with
Celebration Ringers in early February.

Instrumental Opportunities~

If you are an instrumentalist, high school age or older,
please consider joining us! Please contact Maggie Tripold
at the church office (732-462-4555) or Jim McQuerrey
(jmmcquerrey@aol.com) if you have questions.

Singing With the Seniors~
Do you like to sing “oldies but goodies” and patriotic
songs? Can you spare an hour or so on a Wednesday
and/or Saturday morning once a month? If so, this is the
group for you! This is not a choir that sings for senior
citizens, rather it’s a group who sings with them. We don’t
rehearse, we just go and share the joy of music with the
residents of the Reformed Church Home in Old Bridge and
Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck. Women and men
of any age are welcome! You can come alone or with
your partner/spouse – the more the merrier! Anyone who
has sung with this group can tell you that we are blessed
by the residents every time we go and sing. Our singing
schedule is as follows:
 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:30 a.m. at the
Reformed Church Home (meet at church at 10:00



a.m. if you want to carpool)

3rd Saturday of each month at 11:15 a.m. at
Brandywine Reflections (meet at church at 11:00 a.m.
if you want to carpool)

In September, we will sing at Brandywine Reflections
on Saturday, the 16th and the Reformed Church Home
on Wednesday, the 20th. You can find out more
information or sign up on Rally Day, September 10th; or
get in touch with Maggie Tripold in the church office.
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choir

Grades / ages

Director(s)

Rehearsal Schedule

Cherubs
(vocal)

Pre-K and Kindergarten

Jeanne Sokol, Ellen Malloy,
Michele Cox, Matt Axtell

Classroom 5—Community Center
11:00—Noon —Sundays

Angel Choir
(vocal)

Grades 1—3

Allison Walter, director
Matthew Goetke, accompanist

Fellowship Hall—Sundays
11:00—Noon

Alleluia Choir
(vocal)

Grades 4—6

Tamar Goetke
Tammy Femiano

Choir Room—Sundays
11:00—Noon

Jubilation!
(vocal)

Grades 7—12

Jeff Brown
Maggie Tripold

The Upper Room—Sundays
11:00—12:00 Noon

Sanctuary Choir
(formerly Senior Choir)
(vocal)

Adults

Dave Tripold

Choir Room—Wednesdays
8:00—9:30 p.m.

Adults

Maggie Tripold

Singing with the Seniors
(vocal)
Alleluia Jazz
(instrumental)

Note: this group sings on 3rd Wednesday and Saturday—no rehearsals

High School & Adults

Jim McQuerrey

Note: additional rehearsals are scheduled throughout the fall

3rd Wednesday—10:30 a.m.
3rd Saturday—11:15 a.m.
Sanctuary—3rd Tuesday
7:00 — 8:15 p.m.

Echo Ringers
(handbells)

Grade 3 and up

Kelly Tyma

Ringing Room—Mondays
4:30—5:15 p.m.

Joyful Ringers
(handbells)

Grade 6 and up

Tamar Goetke

Ringing Room—Mondays
5:30—6:30 p.m.

Celebration Ringers
(handbells)

High School

Kay Brown

Ringing Room—Wednesdays
5:15—6:30 p.m.

Exultation Ringers
(handbells)

Adults

Maggie Tripold

Ringing Room—Wednesdays
6:45—7:45 p.m.

Morning Bells
(handbells)

Adults

Maggie Tripold

Ringing Room—Mondays
10:00 — 11:00 a.m.

Brass Ensemble
(instrumental)

High School & Adults

Dave Tripold
Jim McQuerrey

scheduled as needed

Women’s/Men’s Ensemble
(vocal)

Adult Women/Adult Men

Dave and Maggie Tripold

scheduled as needed

Choirs for Adults~
For the adults of our congregation, we have several musicmaking opportunities. The Sanctuary Choir, (formerly the
Senior Choir) directed by Dr. David Tripold, provides
music for the majority of services throughout the year. The
Sanctuary Choir rehearses each Wednesday from 8:00—
9:30 p.m. Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September
6th. A highlight of this year will be Leonard Bernstein’s
Chichester Psalms on Sunday, November 19th. Our
Men’s Ensemble and Women’s Ensemble are great
opportunities for those who love to sing but can’t make the
weekly commitment to Sanctuary Choir. Watch for
announcements in the Reformed Informer and weekly
bulletins for when these groups will rehearse and sing
during worship, typically during the summer months.

Refer to the table (ABOVE) for specific rehearsal times and locations for all
choirs. Sign-ups for all choirs will take place on Rally Day following the worship
service. Directors will be available to answer any questions you may have. We
look forward to another exciting year of Music Ministry!

Senior Choir becomes Sanctuary Choir~
Yes, it is official – we are now The Sanctuary Choir! A
name change for the Senior Choir has been discussed for
a number of years and we have decided to move forward
with it. The term “Senior” Choir was appropriate and had
meaning when there was a “Junior” Choir; however, since
that is no longer the case, we believe that the word
“Sanctuary” is more descriptive of who we are and what
we do – and that is to “Praise God in His Sanctuary!” as
Psalm 150 so beautifully proclaims.
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Church School Starts Sunday, September 17th~
We are excited to have such a wonderful group of children
registered for Church School this year who are in
Pre-school (three and four-year-olds) through the seventh
grade. We know they are ready to come to class and learn
about God’s love from their teachers and their lessons
from the Bible! We have an Administrative team this year
who helps to organize and support our teachers. They are
Debi Jensen, Sandy Freeman, Lynne Garner, Ali
McMenamy, Noelle Soi and Jane
Rappleyea, along with Jan Anania who is
our Resource Room coordinator. Each
class is staffed with teachers who are
prepared to guide our children in their
faith journey and we have teenage
assistants who have volunteered to help
in the classes. We deeply and sincerely
thank the teachers and assistants for
their commitment to this most important
ministry of our church.
If you are not familiar with our Church School, here are
some frequently asked questions:
I haven’t signed my child up for Church School
yet. Is it too late?
It is never too late! Please come to our Church School
table during Rally Day on September 10th. You can
register your child then. If you are already registered, you
can update your information if needed. If you can’t come to
Rally Day, please call the church office (732-462-4555
x122 or email [cnrc.associate@gmail.com] so Debi Jensen
can get the information about your family and let you know
what class your child will be in.
My child cannot come to class every Sunday. Is
that a problem?
We want your child to come each Sunday but we certainly
understand when he/she has to miss a class. If the class
has handouts, the teacher can save one for your child
from the classes he/she might miss. Since the lessons
follow a theme or story in scripture, having the handouts
will make it easier for your child to understand the scope of
the lessons.
What curriculum do you use?
Our curriculum is from the Reformed Church in America. It
is called Dwell and is based on the stories of the Bible and
is designed to engage the children at a level they can
understand. In Dwell, the children do more than hear a
story. They experience it and each level of Dwell has a
name that reflects that experience. In Pre-school, the
children are encouraged to Play as they learn the stories
of the Bible. In Kindergarten through first grade, children
are encouraged to Imagine what it is like to be part of
God’s family. Second and third grade students will Wonder
about God’s amazing plan for all of us. Fourth and fifth
grade students will Marvel at God’s love. Sixth and
seventh grade students will Dive into questions about their
relationship with God.
Should my child bring a Bible to class?
If your child has a Bible, they are most welcome to bring it
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to class. However, we have classroom Bibles available,
and the teachers will make sure that every child has a
Bible if it is needed for that Sunday’s lesson.
Should my child bring an offering to class?
We think that bringing an offering encourages our children
to be a blessing to others. The size of the offering is not
important but the lesson of giving is fundamental! Their
offering will help to support Morgan Kinobe in Uganda with
his school tuition and supplies at the St. Lawrence School.
The children will be learning about Morgan and writing
letters to him during the year.
What can I do to help?
Ask your child what they learned in class. Many of the
younger children will take home a handout each week and
you can use this as a starting point for discussion. There
may be classroom events that your child’s class will be involved in (such as Sunday morning Coffee and Fellowship) where
you will be asked to help. Make sure your child’s teacher has
your email so you can keep informed of all the upcoming
events. Please also take time to pray with your child each
day so that the love of God is a part of their daily life!
During the year, our Reformed Informer Church School
article will highlight a class or an activity of the Church
School. Thank you for entrusting your children to our
Church School and we encourage your active involvement
in their classes. If you have any additional questions,
please
contact
Debi
Jensen
via
email
at
[cnrc.associate@gmail.com] or call the church office at
732-462-4555 x122.

Come Join a Bible Study!
Our church offers Bible Studies which are designed to
meet the needs of different groups of people. All five Bible
Studies will begin soon and are ready and willing to accept
new members. Read through the following descriptions
and see which of these studies might be of interest to you!
For all of the studies, you can come to as many sessions
as your schedule allows. All the studies are discussion
based and all ideas and questions are welcome. Come
when you can and learn each time you come!

On Rally Day, each of the Bible Study groups will be at a
table and will have a sign-up sheet. Stop by and ask any
questions of the leaders and pick up a study guide for the
first session.
The Women’s Coffee Break Bible Study will have
their first meeting on Thursday, September 14th from
9:30—11:00 a.m. in the Ministry Center Conference
Room. This Bible Study is led by Barbara Tucker. Their
(Continued on page 9, see Bible studies)
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(Bible studies, continued from page 8)

first Bible study will be on the letters of First and Second
Peter. The study is subtitled Courage in Times of Trouble.
The Thursday Evening Bible Study will have its first
meeting on Thursday, September 14th from 6:00—7:15
p.m. in the Ministry Center Conference Room. Debi
Jensen along with other participants will be leading this
discussion based Bible study. This year is the 500th
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. We will
examine the “Five Solas” of the Reformation using the
study guide These Truths Alone: Why the Reformation
Solas are Essential for Our Faith Today.
Senior Bible Study meets Friday morning from 10:00—
11:00 a.m. and will start on September 15th in the Ministry
Center Conference Room. This group is led by Rev. Scott
Brown (and will have occasional leadership by Debi
Jensen) and usually studies the scripture passage that will
be the sermon topic for the coming Sunday. People of
“retirement age” are welcome and the only thing you need
to bring is your Bible.
The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets the first
Saturday of each month from 7:30—9:00 a.m. Art Peslak
and Paul Anderson are the leaders for this group. The
men meet for breakfast and study in Fellowship Hall. Their
first meeting date will be Saturday, October 7th and they
will be using the study guide Matthew: Sermon on the
Mount. All men are welcome to join this group for good
food, good discussion, and good fellowship.
The Young Women’s Bible Study meets on Sundays in
the Ministry Center Conference Room from 11:00 a.m. to
12 Noon and will have their first meeting on September
24th. They will meet during the time that the children’s
choirs are in session. For their first study, they will be
reading Travelling Light: Releasing the Burdens You Were
Never Intended to Bear by Max Lucado. The group is led
by Nancy Holm-Friedauer.
If you more need information about any of these Bible
studies, please stop by our table on Rally Day! Leaders of
each of the studies will be there and they will have copies
of their study guides. You can also contact Debi Jensen
via email at [cnrc.associate@gmail.com] or call 732-4624555, x122) for more information.

Confirmation Class Begins September 17th~
Our Confirmation Class of 2017-18 will be starting with a
(required)
informational
meeting
on
Sunday,
September 17th at 12:00 Noon in Classroom 24/25,
upstairs in the Ministry Center. At least one parent (or
sponsor) is asked to attend with the confirmation student.
Information concerning the class and requirements for
confirmation will be discussed, and any questions will be
answered. Please bring your completed Covenant
Agreement, Family Information, and Student Biography
forms to this meeting.
At the information session, each student will be given a
notebook and Bible to use during the year. In order to
have enough supplies for the class, please make sure
you have called the church office and let us know that
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your child will be attending the class. Classes for
students will begin on Sunday, September 24th in the
Ministry Center Room 24/25 from 12:00 noon to 1:30 p.m.
We will meet approximately every two weeks on Sundays.
Letters of invitation were sent out to students who have
been active in our Church School and are entering the
eighth grade, along with older students who have indicated
interest in the class. If you would like to register your child
for the class, please speak to Pastor Debi Jensen (no later
than September 10th) by calling or emailing her at (732462-4555 x122) or [cnrc.associate@gmail.com].
Rev. Scott Brown and Pastor Debi Jensen are looking
forward to leading another group of our young people
through confirmation and to their own public profession of
faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

~Beach Bash~
for both Senior High and Middle School Youth
(6th—12th grades)
Join us on Friday, September 29th from 6:00—7:30 p.m.
for an awesome campfire on the beach, s’mores, fun and
fellowship! We will meet promptly at 5:30 p.m. in the
church parking lot to carpool
to Seven Presidents Oceanfront Park, Long Branch.
Please bring $5.00, a bathing
suit and towel if you wish, and
a water bottle. In the event of
inclement weather, we will
reschedule. Please sign up
on Rally Day, call the church
office at 732-462-4555, or
send an email to [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com].
The Rev. Chris Vande Bunte, who served as our
Associate Minister, will be installed as the Pastor of
the Delmar (NY) Reformed Church on Sunday,
September 24th at 4:00 p.m. The church is located
at 386 Delaware Ave., Delmar, NY 12054. If you
wish to attend and plan on staying for the reception
following, please RSVP at [Info@drchurch.org]. May
God bless Chris, Ellen and Luke in this new
opportunity for ministry!

Who Am I?
from page 3

Joanne Jacoby
Married to:

John
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Youth Summer Mission Trip to Pennsylvania~

Creative Hands Craft Group~

We were called to Altoona, Pennsylvania to serve through
TeamEfforts youth mission organization. Our amazing
youth that participated were Elizabeth and Kelly
Applegate, Dan Freeman, Caitlin MacClellen, Emily and
Julia Contract, Melanie and Megan Tso, Luke
Nestorowicz, Michael Walker, Hunter Janowski, Dylan
Perkinson, and Grace Kenny. We stayed at Penn Suites,
which was like the Taj Mahal of accommodations! We
engaged in many areas of work; cleaning out the home of
a person who collected too many items, cleaning out
garbage from backyards, building and repairing fences,
and weeding! Chapel was held every night and run by four
TeamEffort staff members in their twenties. The kids really
could relate to them and loved to hear their stories. On our
days off, we went caving and white-water rafting. Only two
fell in, including Paul. God blessed us with new
friendships, interacting with the less fortunate, great
weather, and safe travels. I feel through God's grace,
everyone became closer and everyone truly had a
wonderful trip. Thank you, Colts Neck Reformed Church,
for all your prayers and financial assistance to make this
possible.

Creative Hands will meet on a weekly basis starting
Wednesday, September 27th from 7:00—9:00 p.m.,
upstairs in the Ministry Center in Classroom 22. We have
been working on items to sell at the Election Day Bazaar
which will be here before you know it… come when you
can and help us, visit with your crafts and work on them, or
just come see what we are doing. Any questions, please
contact Mary Van Mater at [mary.b.vanmater@gmail.com]
or Adrianne Spota Walker at [Spota4@gmail.com].

by Debbie and Paul Horan

The letter below, from one of the families our youth group
assisted, is a testament to our youth making a difference
in someone’s life.
Dear TeamEffort Missions,
Thank you and bless you for all the young people from the
Colts Neck Reformed Church who came to work at our
home and yard. Each person worked very hard and did
what they were asked to do. They were here three days
and really accomplished so much. Our son, Mike, who
lives in Virginia came home for vacation and saw all that
they did and was so very pleased. He was so appreciative
for the help that he sent a $100 donation to TeamEffort
Missions. We especially appreciated the ramp that was
installed for easier access to our porch.

by Mary Van Mater

Creativity Abounds at our Craft Bazaar!
by Mary Van Mater

It’s not too early to be thinking of the Election Day
Bazaar—to be held on November 7th. This annual
tradition typically draws crowds all day to our Community
Center as they begin holiday shopping and stop to enjoy
the turkey dinners served upstairs. 100% of the proceeds
of the bazaar go to support the mission gifts of the church.
Many of the items sold are crafted by the Creative
Hands Craft Group of the church. Also, the Piecemaker
Quilt Group often donate some of their beautiful
handiwork. Our Canning Crew works all year too, and
Marjorie Smith continuously collects gently used paintings
for the Art Sale. The bake room is a traditional hit as well.
But many of the wonderful things that are for sale are
created at home by members of the congregation and we
depend on those items. Do you knit, sew, can pickles or
jams, crochet, work with wood, paper craft, paint, make
jewelry, or photograph? Turn
your artistry and crafts into donations for the Bazaar. Be proud
that your homemade items will
be sold at the bazaar to benefit
church benevolences! Donations
can be left in the church office
any time before Election Day.

Thank you so much.
Sincerely, Sally and Bob Deseese

Community Outreach Supper Dates for 2017/18~
by Beth Burke

Our Community Outreach Supper Program will continue
this program year and we hope many of you will return as
volunteers — and perhaps some new folks will choose to
get involved. Our support dates going forward are
October 27, 2017, and February 9th and June 8th,
2018. More information about this outreach endeavor will
be available on Rally Day—or you can contact Beth Burke
with any questions at 732-462-9827.
Thanks to all who contribute food, supplies and/or volunteer time to this vital food ministry — God is truly at work
through all of you.
Be sure to check the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to
see the gracious thank you note received from Marybeth
MacKenzie, thanking us for our help last year.

Dashing through the...
... Snow in September!

by Mary Van Mater and
Adrianne Spota Walker

Enjoy Christmas Crafting with
Creative Hands and your friends at
Colts Neck Reformed Church. Glue,
Glitter and Good-times for Grownups as we prepare together for the
Election Day Bazaar. Enjoy Faith,
Fellowship and a Frosty-treat as we work toward Church
Benevolence and share in an Ice Cream Social. Feel free
to bring a favorite topping and a best buddy.
... oh what fun it is... Fellowship Hall. Monday, September
25th from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Sign up on Rally Day, or
during coffee and fellowship when we return to Fellowship
Hall. You can also email [mary.b.vanmater@gmail.com] or
[spota4@gmail.com] with any questions.
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Your Daily Prayers are Needed~

Church Nursery News~

Please include the following members of our church family
in your prayers this month. In addition to your prayers,
they may really appreciate an occasional card, call or (if
local) visit. If you are available to visit members of our
church family and would like to be added to our rotating list
of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in the church
office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-4555, x112. This
requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3 months.

The church provides a volunteer-staffed nursery during both
the 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services. Located on
the lower level of the Sanctuary building (take the down-stairs
located by the ramped entrance/exit), the nursery is available,
beginning at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings, on a drop-off
basis, for children up to age three. Parents may stay with their
children in the nursery if they choose. Pagers are provided to
parents so that if their child is in need, the nursery staff can
silently page them.

 Emma Sklair, health concerns
 All residents of the Reformed Church Home

Also available, is a “family room.” for parents and infants.
Located across from the church nursery, this room offers a
place for parents to sit with an infant child if they are having
difficulty, need to be fed, etc. The worship service is streamed
“live” to this room on a large screen television. You have
access to a restroom, water, along with hymnals and Bibles.
The church nursery is just across the hall so if you feel your
child is ready to be left in the nursery, you can do that as well
and then return to the service on your own.

including, Ruth Carmeli (mother of Margaret
Carmeli-Peslak), Betty Hundley (mother of Jim
Hundley) and Irene Kiefer.

Prayers and Condolences to~
 Ginnie Vota and family on the death of her father,


Charles Gibson, on June 28, 2017.
Dave Houck and family on the death of his mother,
Margaret Houck, on July 19, 2017.

 Claire Hall and family on the death of her mother,


Ruth Murphy, on July 28, 2017.
Henry Swordsma and family on the death of his
cousin, Claude Verduin on July 30, 2017.

 The Cerny family on the death of their father/
grandfather, John Cerny, on August 7, 2017.

 Lonnie Howlett and family on the death of her


cousin, Martha Farina, on August 17, 2017.
Wendy, Eddie and Hunter Janowski and family on
the death of their son/brother, Austin, on August
19, 2017.

To the Congregation,
I wanted to thank everyone for all the prayers and
lovely cards. I so appreciated them and I am doing
much better. I’m using a walker so I feel more
independent now that I’m out of the wheelchair.
Barbara Reed

Congratulations and Blessings to~
 Lynn and Steve Wirth on the birth of their grand-

daughter, Kayla Helen, on February 2, 2017.
Parents are Chris and Jenn Wirth.

 Karen Rihacek on the birth of her granddaughter,


Shelby Marie, on July 16, 2017. Parents are
Jennah and John Rihacek.
Julia Brown and Melissa Doellman who were
married in the Sanctuary on August 12, 2017.
Proud parents are Scott and Kay Brown.

The Women’s Book Discussion Group will begin
the new program year, meeting on Tuesday, September
12th, from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. at the home of Lynne
Garner (732-493-4619). In preparation for discussion, you
should read Britt Marie Was Here OR My Grandmother Asked
Me to Tell You, by Fredrik Backman.
All women of the church are welcome to attend this monthly
book group where we enjoy lunch, fellowship, and discussion.
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month through the
program year. If you have questions or for more information
about this group, please email Marian Bauman at
[marianbauman1@gmail.com].

Women of D’ Vine to Meet in Ocean Grove~
The Women of D’Vine (fellowship group for women) will meet
Tuesday, September 12th at 7:00 p.m. in Ocean Grove at
the ocean front condo of Laura Burke’s mother-in-law for appetizers and refreshments. The condo is on the second floor;
there are steps into the building, and steps to the second
floor. Contact Laura Burke at (732-890-3657) if you’d like to
attend. In the event of rain the venue may change to a restaurant. All women are invited to join this new dynamic group
for women seeking to build friendships through fun social activities. This group meets on the first Tuesday of each month.
(Coffee Hour, continued from page 3)

to the church or a long-time attendee. Teaming up with
friends or neighbors, or even as part of a church group (such
as a church school class, a book discussion group) is
recommended.
Remember to:
 Keep it simple! Coffee hour is meant to provide a bite
to eat, not a meal.
 Keep control! Watch your children so that they only
take one or two items.
 Keep the focus! This is a time of fellowship and
sharing. Items need not be homemade – it’s not a baking contest. Store bought is fine.
 Keep in touch! Contact Betsy Aras at 732-741-5940 or
[betsyaras@gmail.com] or call the church office and
speak with Pam if you have any questions or would like
to be paired up with another family.
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COLTS NECK REFORMED CHURCH
P. O. BOX 57
COLTS NECK, N. J. 07722

Return Service Requested

September Worship Schedule
Sunday, September 3rd
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Join in the worship of God at 9:15 a.m. Music will be offered
by John Applegate, soloist. A children’s worship activity is offered
– starting in worship and following the “Gospel for Children”,
younger children are dismissed to the Ministry Center with their
leaders. We conclude a sermon series on “Women of the Bible”
by looking at the first woman – Eve. We will celebrate the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as we seek to follow Jesus more
dearly, nearly and clearly.

The Colts Neck Reformed Church welcomes you to come and be
refreshed by the Word of God, times of prayer and praise, and the
community of God’s people! We are a welcoming and affirming
congregation where all are invited to participate in worshiping our
gracious God and all are included in a community of faith, service and
joy. The 9:15 a.m. worship service coordinates with our church school
educational opportunities for three year olds through seventh grade. As
such, this service contains a “Gospel for Children. Professional nursery
care for infants and toddlers is provided at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.
worship service; the worship services are simulcast in a “family room”
where parents can bring their infants and toddlers. Both the 9:15 and
11:00 a.m. services contain the same sermon, hymns, prayers and
special music. Please note that the 11:00 a.m. service resumes on
September 17th. Youth choirs rehearse on Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, September 10th
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost.
Today is Rally Day, the traditional kick-off to the church program
year. We will worship at one service, beginning at 9:15 a.m. The Sanctuary Choir will provide service music; nursery
care for infants and toddlers is available. Come and kick off the church program year with friends and a deepening faith.
Editor’s Note: see the Rally Day article on the front page of this newsletter for more details on Rally Day activities

9/11 Memorial Service
At 6:00 p.m., at the Colts Neck Town Memorial, located at the lakeside of the Town
Hall, there will be a 9/11 Remembrance Service. Please see the article on page 3 for more information about this
special service.
Sunday, September 17th
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost. We resume our two-worship schedule, with services
beginning at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. The Sanctuary Choir and Exultation Ringers will provide service music at both worship
opportunities. Church school for three-year-olds through seventh grade, resumes during the first service; the children
begin the morning in worship in the Sanctuary; then, following the “Gospel for Children”, they are dismissed (at approximately 9:35 a.m.) to their classes. Jubilation! choir rehearsals begin today at 11:00 a.m. Professional nursery care is provided at both worship services downstairs in the Sanctuary building. If you would like more information about the church
school and children’s ministries, please call Pastor Debi Jensen at 732-462-4555, x122.
Sunday, September 24th
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Worship services are at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. Music
will be offered by Alleluia Jazz at both services. We are a welcoming and affirming congregation where all are invited to
participate in worshiping our gracious God and all are included in a community of faith, service and joy. Church School
classes have begun (during the 9:15 a.m. service) and youth choir rehearsals begin today from 11:00 a.m. to 12 Noon.

