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Summer Worship Schedule~ 
 

Come and be refreshed by the Word of God, times of 
prayer and praise, and the community of God’s people! 
Our sermon series for July and August is “Women of the 
Bible – Their Fascinating Stories and Enduring Lessons.” 
 

 Summer worship schedule: one service at 9:15 a.m., 
followed by refreshment time under the Ministry 
Center portico. 

 The sacrament of the Lord’s   Supper will be served 
on July 2nd and on August 6th — There will also 
be an 11:00 a.m. service on these two Sundays.  

 The Sanctuary is air-conditioned! 

 Summer church school activity for Pre-K through 
entering 3rd grade is offered each week. 

 Nursery care is provided. 

 If you’ve missed a sermon or two, don’t forget you 
can catch up via the web—audio copies of the ser-
mons are available at [www.coltsneckreformed.org]. 

 You can give your offerings and financial gifts online 
as well as in person; go to the church website for 
instructions. Church expenses continue year round! 

 Invite a friend! Summer is often the season when 
guests check out a congregation. Remember to offer 
them a visitor bag, located at the Welcome Centers 
at each entrance to the Sanctuary. 

 Each week there will be musical offerings by     
members of the church family. 

 On August 27th we’ll have a Hymn Sing. 

 September 10th — Rally Day! One worship service 
at 9:15 a.m. After worship, we have a Ministries  
Expo, highlighting the many groups, organizations, 
and service-opportunities of the church. This is    
followed by an All-Church Picnic. 

Editor’s note: Refer to the worship schedule on pages 12 and 11 
of this newsletter for more detail on our weekly Sunday services. 

~Church School Leads Worship~ 
by Debi Jensen 

 

Our church was blessed to have our children lead us in 
worship at the 9:15 service on June 11th. The children 
recited their Bible memory work as part of the worship 
service and they served as greeters and ushers. The 
theme of the service was “Tell Me the Stories”, because 
telling the stories of the Bible to our children is what keeps 
our faith alive. Having our children learn Bible verses 
each year is what grounds them in faith. We give thanks 
for the administrators, teachers, and assistants who are 
part of our church school. We also give thanks to the  
families and others who support the children in their faith 
journey. Thanks be to God for these youngest Christians!  

~NOAH~ 
Young adult/Young Families Fellowship 

by Sean Horan 
 

Members of our church family in their 
20s or 30s and/or with children in 
preschool through elementary school 
are invited to a Summer Social 
Gathering at the home of Scott and 

Kay Brown, just west of the church (park in the church 
parking lot), 135 Route 537, Colts Neck, on Sunday,   
August 27th from 3:30—5:30 p.m. 
 

Come (children welcomed and expected!) for fellowship 
and fun activities. Beverages provided! Dress casually! 
To help us plan, please sign-up during patio refresh-
ments or email Sean Horan at [sean.horan@yahoo.com]. 
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     Office Staff 

 Scott D. Brown, Minister — Home #732-683-0530 
 email: revscottbrown@verizon.net 
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 email: cnrc.associate@gmail.com 

 Maggie Tripold, Director of Music and Worship Arts 
 email: mtripold@verizon.net 
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 Dianne O’Hara, Congregational Care Coordinator 
 email: cnrc.care@gmail.com 

 Pam Licata, Church Administrator/Secretary 
 email: coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net 

 Stacey Savage, Director of Early Childhood Ministries 
 email: cnrcns@verizon.net 

 Dana Eugenio, Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 
 email: danae@holyyoga.net 

 Michelle Spears, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
 email: coltsneckyouth@gmail.com 

 Joy Lenz, Administrative Assistant, Nursery School Secretary 

 Betsy Aras, Newsletter Editor email: betsy.cnrc@gmail.com 

Consistory 
 

Elders: 
Reed Feuster ...... Vice-President 
Connie Paul ........ Worship 
Jane Rappleyea .. Discipleship for Ongoing Ministries 
Kathy Rodman .... Assimilation & Congregational Care 
Claire Morris ........ Long Range Planning/Health & Wellness 
Sean Horan ......... Discipleship for Youth/Young Adults 

 

Deacons: 
Chris Weh ........... Clerk 
Andrea Van Note Outreach 
Doug Freeman .... Fellowship 
Paul Anderson .... Stewardship and Finance 
Bob Gassaway .... Building & Grounds 
Clark Petrie ......... Mission 

The Reformed Informer is published monthly by 

Colts Neck Reformed Church, 139 Route 537, P.O. Box 57, Colts Neck, NJ  07722 
 

Church office phone:  732-462-4555  •  Nursery school phone: 732-462-4662 
Fax: 732-866-9545  •  Church e-mail: coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net  •  Website:  http://www.coltsneckreformed.org 

Church office administrative hours:  (Monday — Friday)  8:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

Newsletter Editor: Betsy Aras / Articles are due the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Submissions may be edited. 
Email Submissions to:  Reformed.Informer@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

“Did you always want to be 
a priest?” a young boy 
asked me one Sunday at 
Coffee Hour. Now, I know 
you all laughed when you 
read that but, even if you 
change that question into 
“Did you always want to be 
a pastor?” it is still an oddly 
anachronistic question. 
When I was in high school 

and taking those tests that purported to assess your    
abilities and steer you toward a career, the job of religious 
leader was not one of the possibilities. You see, I am old 
enough to remember when women were not welcome in 
the pulpit. As a child, I attended church but I never saw a 
woman speak in front of the church unless she was     
asking people to bring a covered dish to the next potluck 
supper. I had no role models. 
 

When I started coming to the Colts Neck Reformed 
Church, I was welcomed into teaching positions and 
found that overwhelmingly fulfilling. I certainly taught 
Church School but I also began to study the Bible on my 
own and to offer classes to others. I found support here 
through our ministers who encouraged me to take classes 
at seminary (“Just try auditing a class”, they said, “You 
might like it”), from my husband Craig and son Paul, who 

supported me when I wanted to change careers, and from 
the members of CNRC, who affirmed my gifts of teaching 
and preaching. 
 

Thank you to Scott Brown, Chris Vande Bunte, and Jeff 
Knol who mentored me and helped me to believe in    
myself. Thanks to CNRC and all the churches where I 
have been privileged to preach. Thanks also to the     
people who have attended those services and, through 
their comments, made me believe that the words inspired 
by the Holy Spirit and spoken by me could make a      
difference in their lives. Oh, and thank you to God of 
course, who pushed and cajoled and called and refused 
to let me go; God who chose me and set me on a path of 
discipleship and service to the kingdom. 
 

Did I always want to be a pastor? No, but God always 
wanted me in this role to serve God’s people and to   
model this service for those who may follow me. Thank 
you for supporting me in this challenging but uplifting role 
as Commissioned Pastor. Thank you for allowing me to 
serve this congregation and others as we travel God’s 
road together. 
 

Peace, 

Focus on Faith 
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Who Am I? 

1. I was born in Cleveland but have spent 
more time in NJ than OH. 

2. As a child I attended a Lutheran 
church. 

3. I played the violin from 4th to 9th grade. 

4. I have three degrees: two in music and one in 
nursing. 

5. My daughter was born in New Brunswick, NJ 
and my son was born in Everett, WA. 

6. I have sung leading roles in nine operas. 

7. Besides teaching voice, I have taught Music  
Together and Gymboree. 

8. I was director of Alleluia Choir for five years. 

9. My hobbies include reading, cross stitch and 
rubber stamping. 

10. I have lived in Colts Neck for 20 years. 
 

Give up? Turn to page 11 to see my name and picture! 

Welcome New Members~ 
 

On Thursday, June 8th we welcomed three new members 
into the life of the Colts Neck Reformed Church. Please 
find time to say “hello” and welcome them to the church. 

 

Gerry Romano lives in Colts Neck 
and is the mother of Vinny Eugenio 
and Mary Ferraiola, also the grand-
mother of Davin, Vaughn, Ghillian 
and Ethan. Gerry and her husband 
owned and operated a laundromat 
and deli in Queens. She has been a 
widow for 17 years and is now    
retired. Gerry has written children's 
books and volunteers at SCAN,  
producing local Cable TV commer-

cials. She also is the facilitator of SAS (Single Active  
Seniors) which meets here at the church, every Sunday 
at 12:30 p.m., in the Ministry Center Conference Room. 
 

Shirley and Ray Wagenhorst 
have recently moved to Seabrook 
and interestingly enough are the 
mother and step-father of our own 
Scott Brown. Ray and Shirley 
have been married for 40 years 
and have five children and 11 
grandchildren between them. After 
living in the Hudson Valley for the 
past 55 years they were ready to 
make a change and move closer 
to family. Ray worked for IBM as a 
senior engineer and after retiring 
in 1991, went back to school and 
started a new career as a nurse. He worked 19 years as 
a nurse before retiring in January of this year. Ray has 
enjoyed scuba diving and canoeing. Shirley is retired from 
a career in education. She enjoyed teaching confirmation 
classes and was a Clerk of Consistory for many years at 
her church in the Hudson Valley. Shirley enjoys going to 
Bible studies, doing puzzles and playing board games. 

New Member Class Offered~ 
 By Dianne O’Hara 
 

Are you interested in joining the 
church or learning more about us? 
We will offer a New Member class 
on Monday, July 31st from 
7:00—8:45 p.m. in the Ministry 
Center conference room. If you are 
interested in becoming a member, we ask that you attend 
this class where Rev. Scott Brown will talk about the    
history of CNRC and what it means to be a member. If 
interested in attending, please contact Dianne O'Hara at 
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or call the church office to        
register at 732-462-4555. 

Meet Your Church Staff — Rev. Scott D. Brown~ 
 

Scott Brown has been a minister at this church cumulatively for 27 years (9 as associate 
minister from 1985—1994; and since 1999 as our senior minister). He and his wife, Kay, 
live in the house just west of the church sanctuary at 135 Route 537 in Colts Neck. 
 

Scott is originally from Wappinger Falls, NY and did work for IBM during high school,    
college, and full-time for nine months prior to going to seminary. He graduated from the 
State University of Albany with a degree in Rhetoric and Communications and a minor in 
Computer Science. He earned his Masters of Divinity at the New Brunswick (NJ)          
Theological Seminary and was ordained as a minister in June of 1985. Scott and Kay have 
three children, Jeff, Zach, and Julia — all grown and independent. Jeff and Zach are active 
at CNRC; Julia is an ordained minister, currently finishing her certification in chaplaincy. 
 

In his free time Scott enjoys music (both listening to and playing the piano), rooting for the Mets, traveling, reading, and 
visiting St. Thomas. His favorite book is East of Eden by John Steinbeck; favorite places to vacation are St. Thomas (in 
the winter) and Lake Champlain (in the summer); and his favorite Bible verse is Romans 8:38-39. Fun fact: Scott’s   
mother and stepfather (Shirley and Ray Wagenhorst) just moved to Seabrook in Tinton Falls, NJ. Scott says, “How fun to 
have both my older and younger generations worshiping together here!” When asked what Scott enjoys most about 
working at CNRC he answers, “Being able to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ with such dedicated, caring, lov-
ing people. This congregation, staff and consistory is such a blessing to Kay and me!” 

mailto:cnrc.care@gmail.com
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Address Updates~ 
 

In the last year, the Post Office renumbered the houses 
and businesses on County Road 537, eliminating the 
need for an east or west designation. As such, the    
physical address for the church, nursery school, and Rev. 
Scott Brown’s residence has changed. Please take a  
moment to update your address books to the new       
addresses. Mail to the church or nursery school should 
still be addressed to a PO Box, as indicated below. 
 

Colts Neck Reformed Church OR Nursery School 
139 Route 537 

PO Box 57 
Colts Neck, NJ 07722 

 

Rev. Scott and Kay Brown 
135 Route 537 

Colts Neck, NJ 07722 

~Christmas In July~ 
with Creative Hands Crafting Group 
by Mary Van Mater and Adrianne Spota Walker 

 

"O Come, All Ye Faithful" and join Creative Hands for 
some Christmas crafting on Wednesday, July 19th at 7:00 
p.m. Gather around crafting stations, in Fellowship Hall, 
which will have all that is needed 
to make various Christmas crafts 
for the Election Day Bazaar where 
all proceeds go toward our 
Church benevolence programs! 
 

Enjoy a summer sampling of 
Christmas songs, snack on Christmas cookies and join in 
to "Decorate the Christmas Tree". Beverages and music 
will be provided. Feel free to bring a friend, and your    
favorite treat to share…or just stop in and join us for fun 
and fellowship! 
 

It won’t be a “White Christmas” or a “Silent Night”, 
but let’s make it “A Holly Jolly” evening of adult     
fellowship for all! 
 

Sign up during patio refreshments on Sunday morning or 
call the church office during the week to have your name 
added to the list. Questions? Please contact Mary Van 
Mater at 732-872-2176 or [mary.b.vanmater@gmail.com] 
OR Adrianne Spota Walker at 848-333-3518 or 
[spota4@gmail.com]  

Serving Others in the Name of Christ~ 
by Kay Brown 
 

The week of June 18-23, eleven women of our congrega-
tion traveled to the Florence Crittenton Agency (FCA) in 
Knoxville, TN for a mission trip. The FCA is a non-profit 
social services agency that provides supportive services 
to teens – in particular, young women, most of home are 
in the foster care system, in the areas of mental health, 
substance abuse treatment, counseling, advocacy and 
prevention services. This is the second year that we’ve 
had a women’s mission trip to this place of great need 
and great hope. 
 

Not only did we enhance the facility in amazing ways 
(HUGE amounts of mulching, landscaping, cleaning out a 
barn, moving five rooms of office furniture so new flooring 
could be installed, carpet cleaning, kitchen help) we     
interacted with the residents in powerful ways. We had 
fun (tie-dying t-shirts, making salsa and pickles, lotion 
making) while at the same time developing relationships 
of faith and encouragement. We (Kay Brown, Alicia 
Dimstios, Ginne Hooper, Michele Lewski, Claire Morris, 
Lyn Lewis, LuAnne Petrie, Bernadette Riehle, Vera    
Santucci, Maggie Tripold, Dottie Weidman) are grateful to 
our church family for the financial and prayer support. 
 

A thank you note from one of the girls said, “I appreciate 
greatly everything that you’ve done for us. We don’t have 
much of a family, but this week, I’ve seen that people  
actually care about us and want us to be great in life. I’ve 
never experienced something like this, honestly—what 
you women do for children like us. I’ve had fun sharing 
our stories with you. Y’all actually listen. Thank you for 
that!” 
 

LuAnne summed up our week wonderfully when she said, 
“I am grateful for the mission opportunities afforded by 
this church. For one short week we “mission ladies” were 
able to serve as an island of respite amidst the girls who 
seem to be swimming upstream in a river of sadness. 
During that week we built relationship’s “without strings” 
while engaging in fun activities with these young women. 
And at the end of the week we “sisters” came home    
feeling that we had been blessed by their smiles, laughter 
and hugs.” 

Pedals for Progress a Success~ 
by Clark Petrie 
 

Thank you to all who donated bicycles and sewing ma-
chines at CNRC's Pedals for Progress collection on June 
17. We collected 39 bicycles, 1 sewing machine, and  
$239 in cash donations. These will be sent to third world 
countries to be refurbished and used by those needing 
them, while the money is used to offset transportation 
costs. 
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It was Italian Night at ... 
St. Peter’s Community Outreach Supper 

by Beth Burke  
 

“Grazie mille” (thanks a million!) to all those who contrib-
uted food, supplies or volunteered their time at our last 
Community Outreach Supper at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Freehold last May. Our Italian-themed dishes 
and abundance of delicious desserts kicked off the spring 
evening for approximately 35 appreciative guests.      
Vegetarian lasagna, and sausage and peppers (a new 
dish requested by St. Peter’s) were especially big hits 

with those who attended! Our volunteer crew, who includ-
ed familiar faces as well as some eager newcomers, 
served a total of over 65 meals including second helpings 
and take-home containers. 
 

Support dates for the upcoming year are still being      
finalized, so please watch for sign-up sheets posted later 
this summer for our fall date. We are always looking for 
new volunteers to help serve, cook or donate other     
supplies to make the evening a success for those in 
need. If CNRC’s support dates don’t work for your   
schedule but you’d still like to help, the dedicated folks at 
St. Peter’s run this important food ministry every two 
weeks throughout the year. If you’d like more information 
or have any questions, please contact Beth Burke at 732-
462-9827 or 732-921-3069. 

Blood Drive Set for September~ 
 by Kathy Rodman 

You can save a life by donating blood.     
Statistics show that only 5% of the           
population donates blood yet 25% of us will 
need blood at least once in our lifetime. To 
help reduce the shortage of blood, our next 
CNRC blood drive is scheduled for    
Wednesday, September 27th between the 
hours of 3:30 and 8:30 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall. Please consider taking part in this life-saving event. 

To those of you who give regularly, the last day to   
donate blood and still be able to give at our church blood 
drive is August 1st. Blood can only be donated every 56 
days. So mark these dates on your calendar. Sign-ups 
begin on Rally Day, September 10th. 

~Volunteers Requested~ 
at Brandywine in Colts Neck 

by Andrea Van Note 
 

Brandywine Reflections at Colts Neck is looking for     
individuals or groups to assist with activities for its       
residents. Carmen Tinus, their very energetic director of 
activities, would greatly appreciate having extra hands to 
assist her, as the residents are at a variety of cognitive 
levels. They play games, bingo, do arts and crafts, and 
love visitors! If you are interested in volunteering, you may 
contact Carmen at [ctinus@brandycare.com] or call 732-
303-3100 and ask for her. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to email Andrea Van Note at 

[aj_5131@msn.com]. Thank you 
for considering this great oppor-
tunity to be a blessing to others 
and be blessed in return! 

Raising Hope for Others August FUNdraiser~ 
 By Laura Burke 
 

Please consider joining Raising Hope for Others, Inc. on 
Saturday, August 5th from 2:00—5:00 p.m. at Gordon’s 
Corner Fire House (683 Tennent Road, Manalapan) for 
an afternoon of FUNdraising and FUN! There will be    
activities for the entire family (ticket and silent auctions, 
petting zoo and children’s crafts). This is the 10th annual       
community fundraiser for Raising Hope for Others, a 
501(c)3 charitable organization. 
 

This year the fundraiser will support Marie DeWoolf and 
others in need. Marie was diagnosed with Autoimmune 
Hemolytic Anemia and Lupus in 2009 followed by Multiple 
Myeloma in 2010. Autoimmune Hemolytic Anemia and 
Lupus are both autoimmune disease meaning the im-
mune system has turned on itself. Lupus causes swelling 
and inflammation as well as a wide variety of other symp-
toms including fatigue, skin, kidney and lung problems 
and painful, swollen joints. Multiple Myeloma is when the 
plasma cells in the bone marrow become cancerous and 
multiply. Marie is currently in remission and on chemo 
medication preventative therapy. As a result from the 
chemo medication, she has developed severe bilateral 
peripheral neuropathy and is wheelchair bound. Marie is a 
wife and mother of three who enjoys family activities,   
entertaining family and friends and being an active    
member of the school PTO. Monies raised will help     
alleviate financial burdens. In addition, this year’s       
fundraiser will also support several other organizations 
and foundations. 
 

For more information, please email or call Laura Burke 
at [raisinghopeforothers@gmail.com] or 732-890-3657. 

Thanks for the Dresses~ 
 by Michele Lewski 
 

We collected WELL OVER 100 great dresses (and other 
items) for the Charity King Prom Dress Drive. More im-
portantly, that’s over 100 “dreams come true” for local 
girls. Thank you! 
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Women’s Ensemble on Sunday, August 20th 
Come and Sing! 

If you are a woman who likes to sing, here’s a wonderful 
opportunity for you! Our Women’s Ensemble will be sing-
ing in worship on Sunday, August 20th. We’ll rehearse 
on Sunday, August 13th at 10:30 a.m. in the balcony and 
on Sunday, August 20th at 8:30 a.m., prior to singing in 
worship. We hope you’ll come and join us in raising your 
voice in song to the Lord! Please contact Maggie Tripold 
[mtripold@verizon.net] or 732-462-4555 if you have any 
questions. 

Communion Servers Needed~ 
 

If you have been ordained as an elder or deacon, either 
at CNRC or at another church, and are interested in  
serving communion, we would love to add you to our list 
of servers. You will be scheduled to serve communion at 
either the 9:15 or 11:00 a.m. service, several times a 
year. Please call or email Maggie Tripold at 732-462-
4555, x114 or [mtripold@verizon.net] if you are willing to 
serve in this way. 

Hymn Sing — Sunday, August 27th~ 
 

The singing of hymns is one of the hallmarks of our wor-
shiping life as a congregation. Many of you have favorites 
that have strengthened your faith over the years. You will 
have the opportunity to request your favorite hymn at our 
annual summer hymn sing on Sunday, August 27th.  
 

As you come into the Sanctuary that morning for worship, 
you will be given a slip of paper on which to write the 
name and hymnal number of your   
favorite hymn. During the service, we'll 
collect the requests and select a    
number of them at random to sing   
together. This is always a special   
Sunday in the life of our congregation! 

Want to Try Ringing Handbells? 
 

Have you ever wanted to try ringing handbells? It looks 
fun and, yes, it is fun! This fall, we will be running two 
introductory workshops for new ringers: 
 

For 3rd—8th graders: 

 Monday, September 11th from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. in 
The Ringing Room (downstairs in the Sanctuary 
building). 

 

For 9th—12th graders and adults: 

 Wednesday, September 13th from 4:30 to 5:15 
p.m. in The Ringing Room. 

 

No previous handbell or musical experience is required - 
just come and find out how much fun it is to ring hand-
bells! And if you decide you’d like to join a handbell choir, 
there is a group for everyone, 3rd grade and up: 
 

 Echo Ringers (grades 3-5) rehearse on Mondays 
from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. 

 Joyful Ringers (grades 6-8) rehearse on Mondays 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

 Celebration Ringers (grades 9-12) rehearse on 
Wednesdays from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. 

 Morning Bells (adults) rehearse on Mondays from 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

 Exultation Ringers (adults) rehearse on Wednes-
days from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. 

 

Look for the signup sheet for the workshop during patio 
refreshments, or call or email Maggie Tripold at 732-462-
4555, x114 or [mtripold@verizon.net] if you have any 
questions. Note: Placement in a handbell choir is         
determined after consultation with Maggie Tripold. 

Choir Opportunities at CNRC~ 
 

If you or anyone in your family enjoys singing, we have a 
choir for you!  Stay tuned to the September Reformed 
Informer for a more detailed article about all of our       
musical ensembles, but here is a quick overview of Colts 
Neck Reformed Church’s vocal choirs: 
 

Senior Choir (adults) rehearses on Wednesday evenings 
from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. from early September through  
early June in the choir room (upstairs, Sanctuary building). 
 

Jubilation! (7th –12th
 
grade) rehearses on Sundays from 

11:00 a.m. to Noon from mid-September through         
mid-May in the Ministry Center Upper Room. 
 

**Please note that we are reconfiguring our children’s 
choirs! See below for the new age/grade groupings. You will be 
receiving more information over the summer if you have a child/

children in pre-K through 6th grade. 
 

Alleluia Choir (4th – 6th grade) will rehearse on Sundays 
from 11:00 a.m. to Noon from mid-September through 
early May in the Choir Room. 
 

Angel Choir (1st – 3rd grade) will rehearse on Sundays 
from 11:00 to 11:45 a.m. from mid-September through 
early May in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Cherub Choir (pre-K and K) will rehearse on Sundays 
from 11:00 to 11:45 a.m. from late September through 
Palm Sunday in Room 5 in the Community Center. 
 

If you have any questions about any of these choirs or 
about our overall music program, please call Maggie 
Tripold at the church office. 

Singing With the Seniors will return in          
September. This group doesn’t rehearse; however, they 
meet twice a month and travel to The Reformed Church 
Home in Old Bridge (3rd Wednesday of each month) and 
Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck (3rd Saturday of each 

month) to share the joy of music with the residents.   
Women and men of any age are welcome to join — the 
only prerequisite is that you like to sing “oldies but    
goodies” and “patriotic” songs. Time commitment is about 
an hour and a half. Find out more information at the Music 
Table on Rally Day, September 10th or speak with Mag-
gie Tripold in the church office [mtripold@verizon.net]. 
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Openings for Church School Teachers~ 

“Jesus said, let the little children come to me.”  Mark 10: 14b 

We have many opportunities for Church School teach-
ers starting in September! We currently have a group of 
dedicated teachers in our church school and many of 

them will be returning to teach in  
September. However, we always have 
room for new faces. Each class is 
staffed with two teachers and grades 
Pre-School through 3rd grade have 
high school assistants. Training is 
provided during the summer for new 
teachers. Curriculum and special   
lessons during holidays are set up for 
all classes. Since we have two   

teachers, you only have to teach half of the Sundays   
during the year. We also have a list of substitute teachers 
to call on if both class teachers must be out. 

We have some openings in our classes – many classes 
are already staffed with an experienced teacher who can 
mentor someone new to teaching. If you are interested in 
this very important church ministry, please contact Debi 
Jensen at the church office via email: 
[cnrc.associate@gmail.com] or call 732-462-4555 x122. 

Summer Church Activity 
Weekly Leaders Are Needed! 

 

Help is still needed to lead the Summer        
Sunday Activity for our youngest       
children (pre-school to entering 3rd 
grade). The lessons and supplies for the 
summer activity will be organized ahead 
of time. Our lessons this year are called 

“God’s Amazing Son” and include some of the best 
known stories of Jesus. We just need at least two people 
to lead each session. Leaders must include at least one 
adult and we welcome teen helpers to make things work. 
Please sign up during patio refreshments to help in this 
important Children’s Ministry during the summer months. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to help our children in their 
spiritual growth! Contact Debi Jensen at 732-462-4555, 
x122 or [cnrc.associate@gmail.com].  

YOUTH GROUP 
Upcoming Events for July/August 

Looking Ahead~ 
by Michelle Spears 

 

As youth programs take a brief pause for the summer, it is 
gratifying to look back on the past ten months and reflect 
on just how blessed we are to have such a wonderful 
group of young people enjoying fellowship and spiritual 
growth with their friends. We pray for a fun, relaxing, and 
safe summer for our youth and look forward to continuing 
on our journey in September. Before you know it we will 
be planning our fall programs. We encourage and wel-
come your activity ideas! Please email me at 
[coltsneckyouth@gmail.com] with any suggestions. 

Youth Kayaking Adventure Recap~ 
by Clark Petrie 

 

Despite a rainy morning 
on Saturday, June 3rd, 
and a not-so-promising 
start to the day, all of our 
youth members showed 
up early at the church and 
were ready to go by our 
departure time. The 
weather got sunnier and 
warmer as the day wore 
on. We were following a 
group of Boy Scouts in 
canoes at the start, but 
our kayaks were much 
easier to maneuver and 
we zipped on ahead of 
them to have the Wading 
River in Chatsworth, NJ to 
ourselves in a short time. 
We stopped for lunch at a 
campground located on 
the river where we sat 
together around a picnic 
table. After lunch, I think 
some of the kids were 
feeling much more      
confident about their   
paddling skills, to the 
point that we had three 
flip their boats within 
about five minutes while 
trying fancier moves. We 
finished up after about     
3-1/2 hours and it was a 
terrific day. We'll have to 

try it again! Special thanks to Doug McCoy and Paul Mac-
Clellan for helping out. 

~Youth Summer Get-Together~ 
for 6th—12th Grade Youth 

Attention all Youth in 6th—12th grade — 
watch for details through “remind” this sum-
mer for a casual get-together. If anyone has a 
“party planning super power”, backyard pool, 
or beach house, and would like to take the 
lead, please reach out to Michelle Spears at 
[coltsneckyouth@gmail.com]. Thank you! 
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CNRC 
Health and Wellness Ministries 

By Dana Eugenio, Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 

“Oh, the summer night, Has a smile of light, And 
she sits on a sapphire throne.” 

Bryan Waller Procter 

Canning Crew Summer Events! 
 

Our Canning Crew loves to create jarred goodies to be 
sold at the Election Day Bazaar. We are always sure to 
make enough goodies: most to raise money for the Be-
nevolence Fund, a bit to sample as we create in the kitch-
en, and a few to bring home. Carol Lang leads us through 
fun, fellowship, and food prep with her patient guidance 
and creative recipes. It really is a wonderful time! Please 
consider joining us at the following events. Bring your own 
knife and cutting board, or borrow from us.   
 

Friday, July 28th — 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Pot Luck and Canning Combo 
Come to Fellowship Hall and bring a simple dish to 
share with the Crew. After a fine time of dining and 
chatting, we’ll get to ‘work’ (more like ‘play’) in the   
kitchen. On the agenda: Salted Brown Sugar Peach 
Jam and Preserved Cinnamon Watermelon Rind. 

 

Saturday, August 19th — 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Peach Power: Peach Picking/Canning Combo 
We’ll pick juicy peaches off the trees at Eastmont     
Orchards, then bring our fresh fruit to Fellowship Hall to 
prepare peachy-keen treats: peach salsa; peach and 

amaretto syrup; and even…peach ice 
cream!  
 

Sign-up sheets for summer Canning 
Crew will be available during Sunday 
patio refreshments, and in the church 
office during the week. Please be 
sure to include your email so I can 
reach you in case of any changes in 
locations or produce availability. 
Questions? Email Dana Eugenio at 
[danae@holyyoga.net] 

Summer Chair Yoga Pose 
~Seated Cat-Cow Stretch~ 

 

Seated Cat-Cow Stretch will 
help you cool down from the 
summer heat, as it enhances 
emotional balance and relieves 
stress. The flowing movements 
massage the inner organs like 
the kidneys and adrenal glands,        
increasing calm energy. This 

pose also stretches the spine, neck, hips, abdomen, and 
back, which will improve posture and balance. 
 

 Sit upright in a chair with both feet on the floor. 

 Place your hands, palms down, on your knees. 

 Inhale deeply through your nose as you arch the 
back and look upward. 

 Exhale through your mouth as you round the 
spine and let your head drop forward. 

 Repeat 3-5 times, moving with the breath. 

Health and Wellness Groups 
continue over the Summer... 

 Knit One, Pray Too! meets every Tuesday 
night, other than the first Tuesday of the month, at 
7:00 p.m. in Lynne Garner’s home. For more infor-
mation, please email Donna Mulligan at 
[mulligand@optonline.net] and ask to be added to her 
email list—so you can be up-to-date on any meeting 
changes, etc. 

 

 Single Active Seniors meets weekly on   
Sunday afternoons at 12:30 p.m. in the Ministry Cen-
ter Conference Room. For more information about 
this group, email Dana Eugenio at 
[danae@holyyoga.net]. 

 

 Caregiver Support Group is moderated by 

our Christian Mental Health Counselor, April Humes, 
and meets once a month on Tuesday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center. Please be in contact 
with Dana Eugenio at [danae@holyyoga.net] for more 
information. Also, watch for meeting updates on the 
weekly Constant Contact and in the weekly bulletin 
announcements. 

Mark Your Calendars~ 
 

The Reformed Church Home’s 26th Annual Golf   
Classic will be held Monday, September 18th, 2017 at 
Battleground Country Club in Manalapan, NJ. This is a 
fun fundraiser for a Reformed Church related ministry — 
The Reformed Church Home, which is an award-winning    
assisted living and nursing home facility in Old Bridge, NJ. 
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Nursery School Students 
Enjoy End-of-Year Programing~ 
 by Stacey Savage 
 

Our three year old students had quite a treat in June with 
a visit from Green Meadows farm. Culminating a month-

long farm study which  included 
the creation of their very own 
nonfiction farm book, students 
were given a hands-on farm   
experience right here at school. If 
you were in the parking lot      
Friday, June 2nd, you may have 
seen alpacas, ponies, chickens,     
bunnies, goats, geese and a few 
ducks. Green Meadows set up a 
pen for these animals and our 
students to roam free. These 
types of hands-on learning     
experiences are what early child 
education is all about here at 
CNRCNS! 

Electronic Giving is Available! 
 

Visit the church’s website [coltsneckreformed.org] and 
follow the link under the “giving” tab, where you will find 
step-by-step instructions on how to set up your 2017 con-
tributions by scheduling how much you choose to give 
along with the frequency (weekly, monthly, or one time). 
You input your own   banking information, keeping your 
private information confidential. Your payments will be 
made automatically on the days that you designate. 
Online giving simplifies your personal banking and 
also makes the church’s cash flow more even and 
predictable. Set it up once, and it happens automatically 
after that. If you would like a tutorial or assistance, please 
call the church office or Greg Robinson (732-308-1644). 

Goody Bag Update from Lebanon~ 
 by Michelle Spears 
 

As you might recall, our 
youth group lovingly assem-
bled goody bags a few 
months ago for refugee   
children in Lebanon who are 
battling cancer. Molly Petrie 
received them in May and 
hand-delivered them to the 
sweet children as part of her 
work with the non-profit 

'Karma'. As you'll see in the photos, 
some of these children are really 
sick and have a tough fight ahead. 
The goody bags were a huge hit 
with the Mickey Mouse Pez        
dispensers bringing the most smiles 
— hands down! 
 

Our youth group feels grateful to 
have been part of such a special 
project! 

Election Day Event 2018 
 by Betsy Aras and Susan Linnell 
 

Although we’re enjoying the summer months, we need to 
look ahead to our annual Election Day Event which will be 
held on Tuesday, November 7, 2017. The Committee 
structure was changed last year, and the work load was 
spread out among eight committee leaders—and the   
result met with great success! This year many of last 
year’s committee leaders have agreed to return for one 
more year; however, we are going to pair them with a 
trainee – who will learn the position this year and handle 
the position in 2018. Please consider getting involved 
in this annual event, which raises over $10,000 for our    
benevolence fund. For more information or if you’d like to 
come onboard the leadership team, please contact Betsy 
Aras at [betsyaras@gmail.com]. 

Long Range Planning Committee Begins Work~ 
 by Scott D. Brown 
 

Last month, the church started a long-range planning  
process. It is important to the continued vitality of our  
congregation to look strategically five to fifteen years 
ahead, especially in the areas of campus facilities, staffing 
and finances. Reed Feuster, consistory vice-president, is 
convener, with committee members being: Becky Axtell, 
Scott Brown, Shawn Burke, Joe Lawlor, Jane Rappleyea, 
Stacey Savage and Jennifer Smith. Pam Licata will be an     
ex-officio member and minute taker. 
 

Meeting approximately five times a year, this group is 
tasked with big-picture visions of ministry and mission. As 
initiatives become clearer, there will be smaller            
implementation groups that will work on areas in an       
ad hoc manner. Please keep this group in your prayers. 

Train a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old 

he will not depart from it. 
Proverbs 22:6 
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Dear Church Family, I would like to thank you all sincerely 
for the prayers for my sister, Linda, during her recent illness 
and passing on May 29th.  Naomi Mendez 

Julia Brown 
and 

Melissa Doellman 
Together with their families 

 

Invite the Congregation 
to Celebrate their Wedding 

at the church 

on the Twelfth of August 
at ten o’clock in the morning. 

 

All are also invited to a  
Cupcake and Punch Reception 

in Fellowship Hall 
following the Ceremony 

Staff Summer Office Hours~ 
 

During the summer months, life in the church office is a 
bit different that during the program year. Vacations and 
job responsibilities mean that the ministry continues in 
strong, but varied ways. 
 

The church office is open regularly Monday through 
Thursday mornings and occasionally in the afternoons. If 
you need to stop by on Fridays or in the afternoon, staff 
members may be around, but if you want to ensure that a 
specific person is in the office, it would be advisable to 
call first. You can always leave a message on the        
answering machine or via e-mail and you will receive a 
response as soon as possible. Scott and Debi will not be    
taking time away from Colts Neck 
at the same time, so one or the 
other will be preaching and avail-
able for pastoral support through-
out the summer. 

Summertime Patio Refreshments 
 

Sign-ups continue for summertime refreshments. Many 
weeks are still available. Please check 
the sign-up sheet during Sunday patio 
refreshments and sign up for a week that 
you would be able to provide and serve 
cold drinks after the 9:15 a.m. service. 
Unlike coffee hour in Fellowship Hall, we 
do not offer food in the summertime. Any 
questions please call or email Dianne 
O'Hara at 732-462-4555, x112 or 
[cnrc.care@gmail.com]. 
 

An information/direction sheet about summertime patio 
refreshments can be emailed to you as a PDF file. Please 
call or email Pam in the church office at 732-462-4555 or 
[coltsneckreformedchurch@verizon.net] to request a 
copy. 

Your Daily Prayers are Needed~ 
 

Please include the following members of our church   
family in your prayers this month. In addition to your  
prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, 
call or (if local) visit. If you are available to visit members 
of our church family and would like to be added to our 
rotating list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in 
the church office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-
4555. This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3 
months. 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home 
including, Ruth Carmeli (mother of Margaret 
Carmeli-Peslak), John Cerny, Betty Hundley 
(mother of Jim Hundley) and Irene Kiefer. 

Prayers and Condolences to~ 

 Al Niehaus and Garrett Thompson, on the death of 
their nephew, Raymond Niehaus, on May 23, 2017. 

 Paul Lang and family on the death of his mother, 
Louise Lang on May 27,2017. 

 Naomi Mendez and family on the death of her  
sister, Linda Besares on May 29, 2017. 

 Leny Banat and family on the death of her brother, 
Hassan Rada, on May 31, 2017. 

 Bernadette Riehle and Ceara Canaley, on the 
death of Ceara’s aunt, Kathleen on June 4, 2017.  

 John Cerny and family on the death of his sister, 
Gretl Oestringer, on June 12, 2017. 

 Keith Hawkins and family on the death of his    
father, John Hawkins, on June 13, 2017. 

 Cindi Westendorf and family on the death of her 
mother, Charlotte Clime, on June 17, 2017. 

Dear Church Family, Thank you for your many expressions 
of care and concern during my recent illness. The many 
cards, gifts, phone calls, and visits have lifted my spirit in the 
midst of this trial as we continue to wait and pray for God’s 
healing touch.  Brenda McQuerrey 

Congratulations and Blessings to~ 
 

 Paul and Debbie Horan on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Joanna Jane Manderachi, on May 29, 
2017. Parents are Tom and Lisa Manderachi.  

 Roger and Valerie Busico on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Makenna Marie Busico, on June 4, 
2017. Parents are Charlie Busico and Dina 
McDermott. 

 Kristine Cantin and Jordan Garside who were  
married in the sanctuary on June 3, 2017. Scott 
Brown officiated. 

 Ellen and Patrick Malloy on the birth of their 
daughter, Zoe Kathleen, on June 13, 2017. 
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welcome guest pianist Tamar Goetke, and special music will be offered. Following the 9:15 a.m. worship, join us for 
time of fellowship and patio refreshments outside. 

 

Sunday, August 13, 2017: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost. Join us at 9:15 a.m. for worship with your church family. 
In his letters, the Apostle Paul thanks many women for their support of his ministry. Our sermon will remember the 
special role of these women. Special music will be offered by Jim McQuerrey, French horn.  

 

Sunday, August 20, 2017: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost. We gather for worship at 9:15 a.m. and special music 
will be offered by a Women’s Ensemble. Ruth is one of four women who is named in the genealogy of Jesus. Hear her 
story and why she’s related to the Savior. Come and be refreshed by the Word of God.   

 

Sunday, August 27, 2017: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost. Join us in worship today for Hymn Sing Sunday! We 
randomly select hymns to sing from the favorites indicated by the congregation this morning. Come and sing about 
resurrection as we rejoice in the story of Tabitha. 

 

Sunday, September 3, 2017: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost. On this Labor Day weekend we gather to worship 
and celebrate Communion at 9:15 a.m. Today’s sermon will focus on the first woman named in Scripture — we       
remember and lift up Eve in worship. Special music will be offered.  

 

Sunday, September 10, 2010: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Today is RALLY DAY—a Sunday that marks the 
kick-off to our church program year for 2017-18. We’ll worship together at 9:15 a.m. (nursery care will be available),   
followed by a Ministries Expo in Fellowship Hall, highlighting the many groups, organizations, and service-
opportunities of the church. This is followed by an all-church picnic—mark your calendars and plan to attend! 

(Worship Schedule, continued from page 12) 

Who Am I? 
from page 3 

 

Janine Faller 

Green Tip for the Summer Months~ 
 by Patrick Malloy 
 

Two Ways to Kill Weeds Naturally … 
 

1. Pick them! Yes, it’s old-fashioned 
but it will definitely kill them! 

2. Spray them with vinegar; more 
resistant plants may need a    
couple of applications 

Have You Read? 
 by Connie Paul 
 

The Most Dangerous Man in America: 
Scenes from the Life of Benjamin 
Franklin, by Catherine Drinker Bowen, 
is just that—stories about Franklin, not 
a full biography. That, of course, would have to be a 
much longer book, since Franklin lived a long, active life, 
involved in much of our country's early history. Published 
in 1974, the book is a classic, but if you've never read it, 
or not read it recently, you might be entertained by the 
variety of projects it describes. You've heard about the 
kite, of course, but maybe not the details. And maybe 
you've never heard about the Albany Plan or the early 
smallpox vaccination arguments. Most libraries should 
have the book and Audible has a sound version. Enjoy. 

The Women’s Book Discussion Group will 
begin meeting again on Tuesday, September 12th 
from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. at the home of Lynne 
Garner (732-493-4619). They are reading Britt Marie 
was Here and My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You 
She’s Sorry, by Fredrik Backman over the summer 
months and plan to discuss the books when they 
return in September. 
 

All women of the church are welcome to attend 
this monthly book group where we enjoy lunch, 
fellowship, and discussion of that month’s book. 
Hostesses rotate each month. We meet on the 
second Tuesday of the month throughout the 
program year (September to June). Please email or call 
Marian Bauman at [marianbauman1@gmail.com] or  
732-922-4531 for more information. 

Women of D’Vine Gathers for Dinner~ 
 by Jan Anania 
 

This new Women’s Fellowship Group will meet for dinner 
on Tuesday, July 11th at 7:00 p.m. at The Inlet Café, 3 
Cornwall Street, Highlands. Anyone interested should 
RSVP to Jan by July 7th at [jematoo@aol.com] or 732-
308-2332. If you wish to carpool from the church, let Jan 
know as well and plan to meet by 6:30 p.m. 
 

All women of the church are invited to 
join this new dynamic group for women 
seeking to build friendships through fun, 
social activities.  

Pastoral Vacation~ 
 

Rev. Scott Brown will be out of town and on vacation from 
July 6th through July 22nd. During this period, if you have 
pastoral needs or concerns, please be in touch with   
Pastor Debi Jensen at the church (732-462-4555) or a 
member of consistory. 
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COLTS  NECK  REFORMED  CHURCH 
P. O. BOX  57 

COLTS  NECK,  N. J.  07722 

July/August Worship Schedule 

Return Service Requested 

 

Sunday, July 2, 2017:  Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost. We gather to worship and celebrate 
Communion at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. This Sunday 
we will begin a sermon series on “Women of the   
Bible”. In the sermon, we will discover some unique 
lessons from “Unnamed Women”. Special music will 
be offered by Doug McCoy, soloist, and following the 
9:15 a.m. worship, join us for a time of fellowship and 
patio refreshments outside, weather permitting. 

 

Sunday, July 9, 2017:  Fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost. Join us at 9:15 a.m. for worship with your church family. Our sermon series will contin-
ue with a lesson from the Old Testament on Hannah, the mother of Samuel. Special music will be 
offered by Susan Fox and Dottie Weidman. Join the church family for patio refreshments and fel-
lowship, outside, following the service. 

 

Sunday, July 16, 2017: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost. We worship this morning at 9:15 
a.m. Deborah, the only woman judge of Israel, will be the subject of our sermon. Special music 
will be offered by Lyn Lewis, clarinet. You are encouraged to stay for iced tea and lemonade, and 
a time of fellowship following worship this morning. 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2017: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost. We gather for worship at 9:15 a.m. and welcome 
guest organist, Jeff Brown. Special music will be offered by Allison Walter, bassoon. Come learn about Rahab and her 
story (Joshua 2). 

 

Sunday, July 30, 2017: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost. Today we gather to worship at 9:15 a.m. Special music 
will be offered by David Sherman, soloist. Mary Magdalene — perhaps the most misunderstood woman in the Bible; 
who was she really and why is she in the Bible? 

 

Sunday, August 6, 2017: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost. We gather to worship this morning at 9:15 and 11:00 
a.m. The story of Hagar, told in the book of Genesis, is yet important today; come, listen, learn, and worship! We    

(Continued on page 11, see Worship Schedule) 

The Colts Neck Reformed Church welcomes you to come and 
be refreshed by the Word of God, times of prayer and praise, 
and the community of God’s people! We worship with one    
service at 9:15 a.m.** during the summer months, followed by 
refreshments under the Ministry Center portico. The Sanctuary 
is air-conditioned and prayer conditioned! A “Gospel for       
Children”, and a Summer Sunday children’s activity is offered 
each week for 3 year olds through entering 3rd grade. Nursery 
care is provided for infants through age two.  

**On Sundays, July 2nd and August 6th there will be a 9:15 and 
11:00 a.m. service – Communion will be celebrated! 


