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Holy Week and Easter Sunday Worship~ 
 

 Palm Sunday, April 9th 
9:15 and 11:00 a.m. 

 Maundy Thursday, April 13th 
7:30 p.m. 

 Good Friday, April 14th 
7:30 p.m. 

 Easter Sunday, April 16th 
7:00 a.m. Easter Dawn 
9:15 and 11:00 a.m. Festival Services of Worship 

Editor’s Note: Please turn to the Worship 
Schedule (on pages 12 and 11 of this         
newsletter) for more details on all the Holy 
Week and Easter Sunday worship services as 
well as  other Sundays in April. 

National Day of Prayer — May 4, 2017~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara and Maggie Tripold 
 

National Day of Prayer calls on all people of different 
faiths in the United States to pray for the nation and its 
leaders. The theme this year is For Your Great Name’s 
Sake! Hear Us... Forgive Us… Heal Us! Taken from  
Daniel 9:19, which says, “O Lord, Listen! O Lord, Forgive! 
O Lord, Hear and Act! For Your Sake, O My God.” 
 

In observance of National Day of Prayer, Room 24/25, 
located upstairs in the Ministry Center, will be transformed 
in a Sanctuary of Prayer where you can come and spend 
one-on-one time with God in prayer and reflection. Prayer 
is central to developing and nurturing a relationship 
with God. 
 

This prayer room will be available on 

 Thursday, May 4th, from 10:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

 Friday, May 5th, from 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 
 

Come when you wish and stay as long as you like.  

“Bach, Beethoven… and the Beatles!” 
Handbell Concert - Sunday, April 30th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

This year marks our 14th 
Handbell Concert at CNRC!  
Come out Sunday evening, 
April 30th at 7:00 p.m. to 
hear our four handbell choirs 
– Echo and Joyful Ringers, 
Morning Bells, Celebration 
Ringers and Exultation Ring-

ers – in concert. Our 65+ ringers will delight you with a 
variety of handbell selections in different musical styles – 
in fact, this year our theme is “Bach, Beethoven… and the 
Beatles!” Invite your family, friends and neighbors! You 
won’t want to miss this wonderful     
evening of bell music. The free concert 
will be followed by a reception in       
Fellowship Hall. 
 

The members of our handbell choirs are 
as follows: 
 

Echo Ringers – Kelly Tyma, director 
David Goetke, Toni Guadagnino, Cayla Lamegos-
Outwin, Colin Purcell, Jack Saker, Jayna Sass,      
Brayden Savage, Logan Schachter 

(Continued on page 5, see Handbell Concert) 

April 23rd is Youth Sunday!  
 

Mark your calendars and plan to worship with us 
at 9:15 or 11:00 a.m. as the youth of our        
congregation plan and lead worship that      
morning. Special music will be offered by the 
Echo and Joyful Ringers as well as Alleluia Jazz! 
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Dear Friends, 

The last few weeks have 
not been restful at my home 
because we have been  
doing some remodeling. We 
moved into our house about 
twenty-nine years ago and 
we are finally redoing the         
bathrooms and our den. 
The builder-grade bathroom 
vanities that were too short 

and falling apart have been replaced with clean and    
spacious models. The glued-on paneling in the den along 
with the brown carpet have been stripped out and        
replaced with clean walls and new floors. Everything in 
the affected rooms had to get packed up and moved to 
other places. Dust, noise, and smells abounded but now 
the finishing work is being done. The rooms are clean and 
painted and… empty. Now that these rooms in my house 
have been transformed, I want to enjoy this change. I 
don’t want to decorate the walls or fill up the drawers right 
now. I don’t want all the old baggage to come into this 
new space. I want to sit and enjoy the quiet possibilities of 
these empty rooms.  

Sometimes we fear the empty spaces in our lives.     
Emptiness sounds like loneliness or abandonment. It 

sounds like a wilderness place where the comforts of our 
lives are absent and where we are unsure about our   
future. For the past few Sundays, we have heard some 
messages about Jesus being in the wilderness, resting by 
a well, or taking a walk up a mountain. Jesus lived in a 
desert land where the wilderness was an empty land-
scape. Jesus did not often have time to be alone or time 
to speak to just one person. But, having heard these 
scripture stories of his times of quiet conversation and 
prayer, I am certain that he must have cherished those 
moments. I also grew up in such a desert land where the 
horizons curved with the earth and the landscape was 
unbroken vistas. I know that I often miss the uncluttered 
places of my life. 

Lent is a time of contemplation and quiet spaces. It is a 
time of prayer and simplicity. But it is also a time to move 
past the dust of our humanity and look forward to the 
beauty of the resurrection. In the freedom of austerity and 
humility, we can find the empty room in which to stretch 
out our arms and revel in the delight of new possibilities. 
It offers a time to give yourself, sins and all, into the 
hands of a loving God. I pray that during this Lenten   
season you have made a wilderness for yourself; made 
an empty space where the joy, love, grace and peace of 
Christ can grow anew. 

Blessings to you, 

Focus on Faith 
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Who Are We? 
 

1. He was born in the Whitestone section 
of Queens. 

2. She was born in Passaic, NJ. 

3. One of us was raised Baptist and the 
other was raised Catholic. 

4. We competed in the same band festival in high 
school but didn’t know it until later. 

5. We met at the Herald News in Passaic. 

6. She works for the Asbury Park Press. 

7. He is self-employed in the advertising industry. 

8. We have a son and a daughter who will both be 
married in 2018. 

9. We enjoy traveling; our next trip is to Alaska! 

10. We have been members of CNRC for almost 30 
years. 

 

Give up? Turn to page 11 to see our names and picture. 

New Member Class Offered~ 
 

Are you interested in joining the church or learning more 
about us? If so, we will offer a New Member Class on 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 from 7:00—8:30 p.m. in the 
Ministry Center Conference Room. 
 

If you are interested in       
becoming a member we ask 
that you attend this class 
where Rev. Scott Brown will 
talk about the history of 
CNRC and what it means to 
be a member. If interested in 
attending, please contact Dianne O'Hara at 
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or call the church office (732-462-
4555) to register. 

Meet Our Newest Members~ 
 by Dianne O’Hara 
 

On Thursday, March 9th we welcomed three new mem-
bers into the life of the Colts Neck Reformed Church.  
Please find time to say “hello” and welcome them into the 
church. 
 

Mark Tarby — Mark and his wife, 
Debbie, live in Farmingdale,     
having recently moved down from 
Edison, NJ. They have two grown 
daughters—Briana who is a      
professional musician with the U.S. 
Coast Guard Band in New London, 
CT, and Rebecca, who is a public 
school music teacher in NYC. 
Mark’s wife, Debbie, is a church 
organist and choir director at First 
Presbyterian Church of Avenel. 
Mark is a self-employed engineer who has been doing 
consulting work for the past 12 years. Mark also enjoys 
music and has been singing in the Senior Choir for the 
past year. In his free time he enjoys being outdoors and 
hiking. Mark also volunteers at the Soul Kitchen in Red 
Bank.  
 

Lew and Joyce Anderson 
— Lew and Joyce live in   
Middletown and were     
members of Tower Hill 
Church in Red Bank for many 
years before deciding they 
were looking for a change. 
Lew and Joyce have been 
married for 56 years and met 

on a blind date. Joyce is a retired secretary and in her 
spare time she likes to read and play bridge. She is also a 
member of the Colts Neck Chapter of the New Jersey 
Chapter PEO which is a philanthropic group which raises 
money for scholarships for women. Lew retired in 1999 
from Bell Labs and enjoys sailing, sports cars and track 
driving. Lew also volunteers at Riverview Medical Center 
and, after Super Storm Sandy, he spent a lot of time do-
ing kitchen installations in damaged homes. 

Greeter Opportunity~ 
 by Kathy Rodman 
 

Greeters are an essential part of our 
worship team. They are the first    
person many people encounter at 
church on Sunday morning. To a    
visitor, warmth, friendliness and caring 
are some of the most important qualities in a church. The 
Greeter is their first link to the congregation. If visitors are 
made to feel comfortable in that first contact, they are 
more likely to return. 
 

If you have a talent for smiling, we would love to have you 
join the Greeter Team. This commitment requires 15 
minutes of your time once every 8 weeks. Just arrive   
early to church and greet people with a friendly “Good 
Morning”. 
 

If you think this important ministry might be for you, 
please contact Kathy Rodman, [krodman2@gmail.com] or 
732-946-4121. A more detailed description of greeting 
instructions can be emailed to you.  

Gifts to the Memorial Fund of the Colts Neck 
Reformed Church during the month of February and 

March have been given in memory of 
Marcia Reid and Beverly Saunders. 

 

Editor’s Note: This fund holds monetary gifts given in memory 
(or sometimes, in honor) of a person. The Memorial Fund is 
where the “donations to CNRC in lieu of flowers” are deposited. 
Donations to this fund come from a wide variety of people,   
giving $25 to $100 at a time. These monies are dispersed by 
Consistory action, typically in the areas of worship or Sanctuary 
enhancement. Past uses have included children’s choir robes, 
new hymnals, and sound system needs. Once a gift is given to 
this fund, the Consistory is the discretionary body. 

mailto:cnrc.care@gmail.com
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Collection for 4th Annual Wish-Upon-A-Prom~ 

Want to clean your closets AND make someone smile? 
We are supporting Charity King’s 4th Annual Wish-
Upon-A-Prom Event – providing prom dresses, gowns 
and accessories to local students (many in Asbury Park, 
Belmar, and Red Bank). We will have a “wardrobe”-type 
collection box in Fellowship Hall every Sunday in April 
(except Easter Sunday) and continuing through May 7th. 
All styles and sizes (dresses, gowns, accessories, 
shoes), gently used, are very welcome! 

Questions or need help? Contact Michele Lewski 
[mlewski@verizon.net] 

Are you doing any spring cleaning? If so we have two 
separate mission projects to which you could contribute. 

Read below for more information on both collections. 

Spring Clothing Drive Benefits 
~Family Resource Association in Shrewsbury~ 

by Vera Santucci 
 

It’s time to do some spring cleaning and clean out your 
closets as you add your spring and summer clothes back 
into your wardrobe; and as you’re doing so, think about 
donating your old clothes that don’t fit anymore or that 
you don’t wear. Only clothes and shoes are accepted. 
Drop off your bagged or boxed items at the church office 
during the week OR in Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour 
every Sunday in the month of April (except Easter 
Sunday) and continuing through May 7th. Please direct 
any questions to Vera Santucci at 732-972-3151. 

Atlantic Cemetery~ 
by Scott Brown 
 

The cemetery adjacent to the parking lot is a part of the 
ministry of the church. It has been a sacred place of    
interment and remembrance since February 6, 1866. It is 
governed by a sub-corporation with its own board of   
trustees. There are still plots available; in a typical year 
seven or eight burials take place, including the placement 
of ashes of those who have been cremated. 

 

The annual Trustees Meeting is set for Thursday, April 
27th, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. in the Ministry Center           
Conference Room. The trustees ensure that the cemetery 
is maintained as a place of dignity and peace. According 
to the bylaws, the president of the Consistory, Scott 
Brown, is the president of the Cemetery Association. For 
the past four decades, Tom Russell has ably served as 
secretary; he is now assisted by John Applegate. (Tom is 
also the person to contact if you have questions about 
purchasing a cemetery plot.) Ron Bird serves as      
treasurer, and Ed Janowski is the greenskeeper. 

Remembrance Garden~ 
 by Scott Brown 
 

In the second chapter of Genesis, God is described as 
being immediate and personal, walking and talking with 
Adam and Eve in a garden. In the Gospels, just before his 
betrayal and arrest, Jesus and his sleepy disciples 
prayed… in a garden called Gethsemane. We live in 
what’s called the “Garden State”. Some gardens produce 
food, some are simply places for renewal and reflection, 
some are for prayer. At the Colts Neck Reformed Church, 
more specifically the Atlantic Cemetery, we have a      
remembrance memorial garden. You might use the     
garden to pray for others, for matters on your own heart, 
to give thanks to God, or as a place to be silent and listen 
to God. Yet this gar-
den, located through 
the arbor on the south 
border of the ceme-
tery, has been created 
specifically as a     
special place for 
church members and 
their friends to place      
cremated remains. 
 

The cemetery still 
has plots for sale; 
yet, as cremation has 
gained acceptance, 
the cemetery trustees 
have made this option 
available as well. To 
bury cremains in an 
urn or to have a     
casketed burial, one 
would need to have a 
designated grave. In 
the remembrance garden, cremated ashes are trenched 
directly into the earth, as we can be reminded of the first 
garden, where God created humanity out of the dust of 
the earth. “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust – but this is with 
the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 

There is also the opportunity to purchase an engraved 
paver in the remembrance garden. This does not need 
only to be for those who are buried there. For someone 
who is buried elsewhere, or was buried at sea, or had 
their body donated to science – or if you’d just like to           
remember someone or honor someone, you can order a 
paver to be engraved and placed in the remembrance 
garden walkway. The cost is $300 for engraving a 12”x12” 
brick with up to 5 lines of wording, with up to 14         
characters per line (letters, spaces, punctuation) or $225 
for a 6”x 9” brick with up to 3 lines of wording (14       
characters per line). 
 

If you have questions about the cemetery, purchasing a 
plot, the remembrance garden, or ordering pavers, please 
contact the church office (732-462-4555) and as needed, 
you will be directed to the person who you can best help 
you. 
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Joyful Ringers – Tamar Goetke, director 
Kelly Applegate, Cameron Busico, Frankie 
Guadagnino, Cassidy Kemp, Will Paddock, Kiki Sass, 
and Hadley Schachter. 

 

Celebration Ringers – Kay Brown, director 
Elizabeth Applegate, Rebecca Carmeli-Peslak, Emily 
Contract, Daniel Freeman, Sean Gassaway, Nick 
Gayzik, Alex Geissler, Amanda Geissler, Sarah    
Geissler, Caitlin MacClellan, Josh Nestorowicz, Luke 
Nestorowicz, Kaylyn O’Hara, and Michael Walker.  

 

Morning Bells 
  Maggie Tripold and Allison Walter, directors 

Crissy Applegate, Michele Cox, Alicia Dimtsios, Sandy 
Freeman, Betty Gomory, Janice Hammond, Ginne 
Hooper, Emily MacClellan, Grace Leibel-Niemann, 
Ginny McGall, Brenda McQuerrey, Jim McQuerrey, 
Vera Santucci, and Len Simicich. 

 

Exultation Ringers – Maggie Tripold, director 
Crissy Applegate, Jan Applegate, Betsy Aras, Jeff 
Brown, Kay Brown, Matthew Goetke, Tamar Goetke, 
Lucy Lennox, Joy Lenz, Lyn Lewis, Kelly Tyma, Allison 
Walter, and Dottie Weidman.   

(Handbell Concert, continued from page 1) 

Morning Bells and Echo/Joyful Ringers 
to Ring-Out in the Community 

 

Two of our handbell choirs – Morning Bells and Echo/
Joyful Ringers – have the wonderful opportunity to ring in 
the community on Monday, April 24th and Monday, May 
1st. Morning Bells will be giving a concert at Arbor      
Terrace (formerly Kensington Court) in Tinton Falls on 
April 24th at 10:30 a.m., and Echo and Joyful Ringers will 
be traveling to The Arbors in Spring Lake on Monday  
afternoon, May 1st, to ring for the residents. 

Table for Five… Thousand! 
 

The miracle of Jesus feeding the five thousand was won-
derfully portrayed on Sunday, March 19th through music 
and drama with congregation members of all ages. 

“Singing With the Seniors” in April~ 
 

Come sing with us and the residents at The Reformed 
Church Home and Brandywine! Our schedule for April is 
as follows: 
 

 Saturday, April 15th, at Brandywine              
Reflections in Colts Neck 
Meet there at 11:15 a.m., or at church at 11:00 
a.m. if you’d like to carpool 

 Wednesday, April 19th, at the Reformed 
Church Home in Old Bridge 
Meet there at 10:30 a.m. or at 
church at 10:00 a.m. if you’d 
like to carpool 

 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin 
board in Fellowship Hall to indicate 
your availability. Questions? Contact Maggie Tripold at 
[mtripold@verizon.net] or call the office at 732-462-4555, 
x114. 

Singing for the Soul (and Body!)~ 
 

Choral groups have known for years that singing makes 
them feel good. Just ask any member of our Senior Choir, 
Jubilation! or our youth choirs! Now, studies suggest that 
singing not only improves mood and relieves stress, it 
may help fight disease. Researchers measured levels of 
the chemical cortisal, a signal of stress, and found these 
levels in the choir members to have fallen. Researchers 
have also determined that the breathing patterns during 
singing not only contributed to feelings of exhilaration, but 
also to chemical changes in the body. The conclusion? 

Choral singing offers health      
benefits across the board: physical, 
emotional and spiritual. And YOU 
can benefit too — during hymn 
singing on Sunday mornings! 
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CNRC 
Health and Wellness Ministries 

Christ Walk Update~ 

Great work, Christ Walkers! We 
are really racking up the miles! 
By doing our activities all for the 
glory of God, we are traveling a meaningful journey     
together along our path of faith. 

As of the writing of this article, there are 100 Christ   
Walkers, and we have traveled 2750 miles. These are the 
routes we, as a church family, have journeyed: 

We have walked from Bethlehem to Jerusalem,           
representing the beginning and end of Christ’s life (200 

miles); then from Jerusalem to Damascus, where Paul’s 
conversion on the Damascus Road took place (150 miles), 

and from Damascus to Caesarea for one of Paul’s mis-
sionary journeys (200 miles). Next, we trekked the distance 
of another of Paul’s missionary journeys, from Jerusalem 
to Corinth (1050 miles). And now we are walking Paul’s 
journey to Rome (1800 miles). These are important and 
meaningful journeys upon which to to prayerfully focus. 
What a wonderful way to deepen our faith! 

Depending on how many miles we earn — please           
remember to report your miles to Mileage Master Claire at 
[cnrc.christwalk2017@gmail.com] — we can get in      
another spiritual expedition or two before Easter. 

The final passage of our Lenten Christ Walk will be the 
Jerusalem Challenge. This is the Via De La Rosa (Way 
of Sorrows), the route that Jesus took through Jerusalem 
during the last week of his life. It includes his preaching in 
the Temple, clearing the Temple of the money-changers, 
his last Supper with the disciples, his arrest in the garden 
of Gethsemane, his trial, and his crucifixion. This journey 
will bring us through the commemoration of the last    
Supper on Maundy Thursday; then Good Friday to honor 
the remembrance that Jesus willingly suffered and died 
as a sacrifice for our sins; next, Holy Saturday which   
represents the day that Jesus lay in the tomb after his 
death… and finally, Easter Sunday: the celebration of   
Jesus Christ’s resurrection from death. 

May these travels be a source of inspiration for you, both 
during our Lenten Christ Walk and throughout your signifi-
cant, blessed faith journey: your life-long Christ Walk. 

Thank you to all the Christ Walkers for their physical and 
spiritual efforts; to our church family for praying for our 
safe journey, to Mileage Master Claire Morris for creating 
our CW blog and calculating our distance covered; to 
Adrianne Spota Walker for her creativity and talent; and to 
Reverend Scott Brown and Debi Jensen for their support 
of our program. 

By Dana Eugenio, Director of Health and Wellness Ministries 

Thanks be to God! “…thanks be to God who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ!” 

1 Corinthians 15:57 

Canning Crew for April~ 

Join us on Sunday, April 23rd at 12:00 noon in       
Fellowship Hall for fellowship, food, and philanthropy. 
Our fearless canning leader, Carol Lang will lead us in 
creating jars of tastiness. We’ll make Strawberry Honey 
Jam and Pickled Cauliflower with Lemon. Delicious ways 
to celebrate spring!  

Our canned goods are sold at the Election 
Day Bazaar, with all proceeds going to the 
benevolence program. There will be 
enough jars of goodness for you to bring 
home and enjoy, too! 

If you have not participated in our canning 
yet, please come to our April session! 
Many hands make light work, we have a 
great time together, and the samples are delicious. 
Please bring a sharp knife and a cutting board, or borrow 
from us. Sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 
or email me at [danae@holyyoga.net]. 

(Note: teens and tweens: this is a great way to earn points for 
Confirmation, Community Service, and NHS. It’s also fun!)  

Satisfying Snacks~ 
Christ Walkers (and all members of our church family) 
need sustenance and energy to continue our journey of 
faith. Try these easy, tasty treats when you need a      
pick-me-up. All recipes serve 1. 

 Apple Slices with Banana and Almond Butter: 1 
apple, cored and sliced into ½ in. rounds; 1 tbsp. 
almond butter; ½ banana thinly sliced; 1/8 tsp. 
ground cinnamon; ¼ tsp. unsweetened cocoa   
powder. Put the apple slices on a plate and spread 
the almond butter on each slice. Arrange the bana-
nas on top and sprinkle with the cinnamon and  
cocoa powder. (Recipe by Rebecca Katz) 

 Mango Coconut Power Smoothie: 1 c. frozen or 
fresh mango; 1 c. unsweetened coconut milk; 1 c. 
water; 1 scoop unsweetened protein powder; 1 
scoop ice. Combine all in a blender and blend until 
smooth. Serve immediately. (Daniel Plan recipe) 

 Frozen Yogurt Blueberry Bites: 1c. fresh or     
frozen blueberries; 1c. Greek yogurt. Drop each 
blueberry into yogurt and coat completely. Place on 
a sheet of parchment paper. Repeat until all berries 
are coated. Place In freezer for at least an hour. 
(Cooking Light recipe) 

The Chronic Pain/Illness Support Group 
meets on the first Monday of the month at 11:00 a.m. at 
Perkins Restaurant in Colts Neck. For April, please join us 
on Monday, April 3, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

If you’d like to hear more about this group, please contact 
Lonnie Howlett at 732-833-8394 or email at 
[lonniespms@hotmail.com].  

Caregiver’s Support Group will meet on Tuesday, 
April 25th at 6:30 p.m. in The Upper Room. Contact Dana 
Eugenio with any questions at [danae@holyyoga.net]. 
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YOUTH GROUP 
Upcoming Events for April 

Upcoming Youth Sunday Rehearsals~ 
 

Calling all Senior High Youth! It’s not too late to join our 
April rehearsals. If you were unable to attend the lock-in, 
you are still welcome to participate in Youth Sunday – join 
us at the rehearsals listed below: 
 

 Sunday, April 2nd  12:15 to 2:00 p.m. 
Bring a bagged lunch – meet in The Upper Room 

 

 Friday, April 21st   7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Dress rehearsal – meet in the Sanctuary 

Lock –In/Youth Sunday Planning Meeting~ 
 

The Senior High Youth had a productive overnight      
“lock-in” and Youth Sunday planning meeting at the     
Sakers’ home. Lots of brainstorming took place and some 
great ideas resulted! Special thanks to the Saker Family 
and our adult youth sponsors! We look forward to an   
exceptional Youth Sunday Worship Service on Sunday, 
April 23rd. 

Youth Sunday Adult Helpers Needed! 
 

If you are interested in helping during any of the above 
Youth Sunday practices or if you are available to help at 
coffee hour on Sunday, April 23rd, your participation 
would be greatly appreciated! Please email Michelle 
Spears at [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com] to sign up. Thank 
you! 

“Remind” App – Our Staying in touch tool~ 
 

The “Remind” app is helping us spread the word about 
upcoming youth events and activities as well as proving 
to be a good organizational tool to keep track of           
attendance. 
 

Moving forward, we will 
disable the “group conver-
sation” feature so that    
correspondence is private 
and follow-up responses 
will not be sent to the entire 
group. If the “Remind” app 

is not convenient for you, please contact Michelle Spears 
at [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com] to let her know your pre-
ferred means of communication (email, text, phone). You 
can also contact Michelle if at any time you would like to 
update your contact information for the remind app. 

Children at the Lord’s Table~ 

On Sunday, April 30th, and Tuesday, May 2nd, we will 
hold a class for children who wish to learn about the    
sacrament of Communion and then take their first  
Communion on May 7th. The first class will include the 
student and parent(s) or sponsor and we will learn about 
the history and significance of communion. The second 
class will be held for the students (parents or sponsors 
can attend but are not required) where we practice the 
celebration of the sacrament. All fifth graders should have 
received a letter of invitation. If you did not receive a letter 
and have a child you would like to have in the class 
(younger and older children are welcome), please contact 
Debi Jensen at the church office (732-462-4555) or by 
email (debi_jensen@verizon.net). 

Summer Youth Mission Trip 
to Blue Knob, Pennsylvania 

for all 9th—12th Grade Youth 
 

This summer, from June 25th to July 1st, Paul and  
Debbie Horan will be leading a youth mission trip to Blue 
Knob, Pennsylvania. This trip is being coordinated with an 
organization called TEAMeffort Ministries. In the town of 
Altoona and the surrounding areas in the Allegheny 
Mountains, mission trips allow youth to serve families and 
ministries in need through hands-on projects. These    
projects include painting, 
home repair, roofing and 
building wheelchair ramps. 
Local churches and missions 
will also be served during this 
mission trip as groups lend a 
hand to help maintain and 
improve their facilities,   
showing the love of Christ 
throughout an area in need. Groups will stay in apartment 
style college dorms at Penn State University, Altoona 
campus. All meals are provided except two lunches and 
two dinners during free time. There will be a day and a 
half of free time to do something fun at nearby Hershey 
Park, etc. 
 

There will be a $300 fee associated with this trip to help 
cover the cost of the organization fee, transportation, and 
side activities. Scholarship money is available upon     
request and families with multiple children are offered a 
declining fee per child (1-$300. 2-$200, 3-$100). The trip 
is open to all youth who will be entering 9th grade 
this September through 12th graders. 
 

An application form for this trip is posted in            
Fellowship Hall. Applications are due no later than 
Sunday, May 7th along with a $150 deposit check. If 
you have any questions, please reach out to Paul and 
Debbie Horan at [refpaul@hotmail.com] for more infor-
mation. Hope you can join us! 
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The Colts Neck Reformed Church Nursery School 

Offered fun hands-on activities 
during FREE Family Science Night 

 

by Betsy Aras 
 

The Colts Neck Reformed Church Nursery School hosted 
their 5th annual Family Science Night on Thursday, 
March 9th. This year’s Family Science Night theme     
focused on animal science and included interactive     
science experiments, activities, and demonstrations    
emphasizing concepts in animal adaptation, life cycles, 
animal habitats and much more. 

Over 100 children and their families explored the lives of 
various animals through hands-on scientific experiments. 
Families, friends, and students of CNRCNS explored the 
make-up and creation of owl pellets, tested how whale 
blubber helps whales survive frigid temperatures and  
explored many other hands-on animal themed activities. 
Through the owl pellet dissection, our young learners  
experienced and identified many animals that fall prey to 
the owl by collecting bones in its pellet. 

The CNRCNS staff created over 10 interactive            
experiences to help promote life science to our young 
students and their siblings. This year they were happy to 
include Insectropolis and the New Jersey Marine Science      
Consortium. Insectropolis is a fun and unique insect 
learning center that dazzles visitors of all ages. Their 
knowledgeable staff brought a variety of live arthropods 
as well as pinned specimens, for our young scientists to 
gain a better understanding of the structure, characteris-
tics, and basic needs of organisms while investigating the diversity of life. This is their 
2nd year partnering with the New Jersey Marine Science Consortium. The            
Consortium shared one of their resident horseshoe crabs with our students for fun 
hands on  learning experience. The Nursery School students look forward to their  
yearly trip to Sandy Hook where the Consortium facilitates hands on seashore       
experience that allows the students an opportunity to seine for sea creatures found on 
the bay side of Sandy Hook. 

“The Colts Neck Reformed Church Nursery School is pleased to offer a wide range of 
fun and educational programs for children, families and adults that stress the         
importance of environmental conservation and foster an interest in the sciences 
through engaging, hands-on experiences,” said Stacey Savage, Director of Early 
Childhood Ministries for The Colts Neck Reformed Church. “The Nursery School    
invites all families to take advantage of these unique learning experiences.” Look for 
more of these fun family events as we continue to bring our school, church, and    
community together.” 

More information about The Colts Neck Reformed Church Nursery School can be 
found on their web page at [www.coltsneckreformed.org/nursery] or visit the           
Facebook page at [www.facebook.com/CNRCNS]. 



The Reformed Informer Page 9 

Newsletter Assemblers Needed~ 
 

Did you know that each month a small group of          
volunteers gather in the conference room of the Ministry 
Center to help assemble the monthly newsletter? They 

help with folding, sealing, labeling, 
and sometimes with putting on the 
postage. Without the help of these 
tireless volunteers, the office staff 
would have to work extra hours to 
get this  important job done. 

 

We could use a few more volunteers to add to our 
rotating list as we’ve lost some of our helpers due to a 
move or health reasons. 
 

Here’s how it works: you will get a phone call from the 
church office a couple of days before the scheduled    
assembly to see if you are able to help. You can say YES 
or NO—if you’re not available, don’t worry, we’ll try again 
the next month. If you can help, you are asked to arrive 
at 9:00 a.m. that morning and are done within an hour.  
 

Assembly tends to take place on Wednesday mornings 
and occasionally on Monday and Friday mornings—it can 
change depending on the calendar. It’s a great time of 
social interaction with the other helpers while providing a 
service for your church. 
 

To be added to our list of volunteers, please email or 
call Pam [coltsneckreformed@verizon.net] or (732-462-
4555) in the office and she will sign you up! 

Think Green 
 by Patrick Malloy and Nick Vota 
 

Earth Day is April 22nd and you can help 
lessen your environmental impact by 
making small changes. Here are a few 
suggestions to get you started: 
 

1. Get a high-efficiency showerhead. 

2. Recycle Water — collect water in a bucket while 
waiting for your shower to get hot and use it for 
cleaning or to water your plants. 

3. Compost — turn your food and lawn wastes into 
rich mulch. 

4. Buy Green Power from your utility. 

5. Improve the efficiency of your existing water 
heater. 

6. Use energy efficiency lighting. 

7. Load the washing machine with a full load. 

8. Avoid the daily waste of fast food packaging and 
shopping bags — bring your own containers and 
cloth bags. 

Trip to BlueClaws Game Set~ 
 by Laura Burke 
  

Please join the Fellowship Committee and Raising Hope 
for Others for a day at the ballpark on Saturday, April 29, 
2017 at 1:00 p.m. and/or Sunday, June 18, 2017 at 
1:00 p.m. Enjoy the day with family and friends while 
watching the Blue Claws minor league team play. Tickets 
are on sale now for $10 per person and children (12 years 

and younger) receive a voucher for a hot dog, chips, and 
soda. If neither date works for you, but you would like to 
help, this year Raising Hope for Others is partnering with 
Ocean County Big Brothers/Big Sisters; consider donating 
tickets that will be used to allow children to attend a game 
with their Big Brother or Big Sister. 
 

A portion of the proceeds will go directly to Raising Hope 
for Others (a local 501(c3) charity) whose mission is to as-
sist fellow human beings during life's most difficult times. 
Sign up in Fellowship Hall. You can also email or call 
Laura Burke with the number of adult and children tickets 
at 732-890-3657 or [burke0762@verizon.net]. And..."meet 
us out at the ball game"! 

New Women's Fellowship Group Forming~ 
 by Jan Anania and Sandy Anderson 
 

Be a part of a new dynamic group for women seeking to 
build friendships through fun social activities. 
 

When:  Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Where: Home of Jan Anania 
  45 Leland Road, Colts Neck 
 

Hosted by: Sandy Anderson and Jan Anania 
 

RSVP: to Jan at 732-308-2332 if interested in 
joining us; there is also a sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 

 

Refreshments will be provided. 

~Serving God in the World~ 
by Kay Brown 

 

A week working/serving/getting to 
know/supporting teenaged girls at risk 

in Tennessee 
 

There are still a few spaces available for our women’s 
mission trip to Tennessee. See below for the information: 
 

When:  June 17-23, 2017 

Where: near Knoxville, Tennessee; the Florence 
Crittenton Agency, a non-profit ministry 
focused on serving community mem-
bers in need 

Type of work: property maintenance, light clerical work 
and food service 

We will stay: on air mattresses in the lower level of 
the facility; walk to the gym to shower; 
meals in main dining hall with clients 

We will travel: in two vans — it’s approximately a 12-
hour drive; we’ll make the trip in one 
day. 

How much: anticipated cost, $150 plus incidentals 
and meals on travel days 

Who:  up to 15 adult women 

Why:  We are blessed to be a blessing! 
 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall. If you have questions, email or 
call Kay Brown at [scottandkaybrown@gmail.com] or 732-
683-0530; 
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Your Daily Prayers are Needed~ 
 

Please include the following members of our church   
family in your prayers this month. In addition to your  
prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card, 
call or (if local) visit. If you are available to visit members 
of our church family and would like to be added to our 
rotating list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in 
the church office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-462-
4555. This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3 
months. 
 

 Emma Sklair, health concerns 

 All residents of the Reformed Church Home  
including, Ruth Carmeli (mother of Margaret 
Carmeli-Peslak), John Cerny, Betty Hundley 
(mother of Jim Hundley) and Irene Kiefer. 

Memorial Services Scheduled~ 
 

 A memorial service for Beverly Saunders will be 
held on Saturday, April 22nd at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary, followed by a repast in            
Fellowship Hall. 

 

 A memorial service for Rachel Bischoff, mother 
of Laurie Robinson, will be held on Saturday, 
April 22nd at 3:00 p.m. with a repast following 
in Fellowship Hall. 

Prayer Chain Reminders~ 
by Dianne O’Hara 

 

Due to privacy issues, if you ask 
that our prayer chain members and 
our congregation pray for a friend or 
family member, you need to have 
asked that person if it’s okay to pray 
for him or her and to print their name 
in the announcements. 
 

If you would like prayers for a family member and/or 
friend, please contact me directly and let me know. I do 
not assume it. I need to hear from you directly. 
 

I am typically in the office on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday and usually send out the requests between the 
hours of 9:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. If you send me a request 
on a day that I am not in the office, it will be sent out the 
next day. Anything sent Friday through Sunday will be 
sent out on Monday. 
 

In the event of an emergency or urgent request over 
the weekend, or on a day when I am off, please also copy 
Scott Brown on the email [revscottbrown@verizon.net].  
 

Anything sent after 3:00 p.m. on Thursday is not   
guaranteed to be in the Sunday bulletin but will be       
included the following week.  
 

Please consider joining the list of people who receive 
and pray for the requests we get! Please email me at 
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] and I will add you to the list. 
 

If you would like to add the name of someone who needs 
prayers, please email me at [cnrc-care@verizon.net] or 
call the office at 732-462-4555, x112. 

Prayers and Condolences to~ 
 

 Audrey Galiardo and family on the death of her 
husband, Richard, on March 16, 2017. A       
memorial service was held on March 20th in the 
Sanctuary. 

 Judy Baillie and family on the death of her 
daughter, Dawn Belenski, on March 16, 2017. A 
memorial service was held on March 23rd in the 
Sanctuary. 

Congratulations and Blessings to~ 
 

 Leah and Jay Vitale on the baptism of their 
daughter, Camille Cristina, on February 26, 
2017. Cristina and Bob Wyatt are Camille’s 
grandparents. 

 Linda Berbrick on the birth of her granddaughter, 
Maeve Marie Bartlett, on March 11, 2017. Proud 
parents are Dana and Christopher Bartlett. 

 Brian and Nancy Allain on the birth of a grand-
son, Sean Daniel Donegan, on March 18, 2017. 
Proud parents are Danielle and Dan Donegan. 

Kindergarten/1st Grade Class 

~Send cards to Mrs. Sklair~ 
 

Our curriculum and Lenten devotional both emphasize 
caring and loving others. Our Kindergarten/1st Grade 

class took these lessons to heart 
and wanted to reach out to a 
member of our congregation who 
might enjoy a gift from them. 
Along with one of their teachers 
(Maggie Purcell), the children 
decided to make cards for Emma 
Sklair. Knowing that Mrs. Sklair is 
blind, the children made three-
dimensional cards for her to feel. 
They used tissue paper to make 
puffy flowers and other designs. 
They glued felt hearts onto their 
cards. 

Mrs. Sklair was so happy to receive the cards and to “feel” 
the love sent to her by these youngest Christians. Thank 
you to the class for their lesson in Lenten love! 

The Women’s Coffeebreak Bible Study will 
be studying The 23rd Psalm, the Lord our Shepherd. This 
new study begins on Thursday, April 27th. The group 
meets on Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the     
Ministry Center Conference Room. All women are       
welcome—come out and join us for our new study. 
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dawn service will be held outside, weather permitting, in the cemetery adjacent to 
the church (use the regular parking lot). Dress comfortably; we stand through this 
35 minute service. In case of inclement weather, the service will be held inside the 
Sanctuary. The Resurrection shows us that death does not have the last word – God has the last word, and that 
word is Life! The Senior Choir and Exultation Ringers will offer music at the two later, identical services. Nursery 
care and a message for the children will also occur during both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. services. Church 
school and youth choir rehearsals are suspended on this day.  

 

Easter Breakfast Opportunity: Sunday, April 16, 2017. There will be a special opportunity for     
fellowship and food on Easter Sunday, April 16th. A sit-down continental breakfast with lots of delicious 
treats will be available from 7:30—8:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Additionally, those same delicious treats 
plus hot breakfast food will be served from 10:15—11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Reservations are       
necessary! Please sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or call the church office by April 10th. A 
basket for a free-will donation (suggested donation: $10/person) that morning will be available to help     
defray costs.  

 

Sunday, April 23rd First Sunday after Easter. We worship at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. The youth of the congregation 
innovatively lead us in all aspects of worship as we gather to give thanks to God who supports us, sustains us and 
sends us forth to serve! Echo Ringers/Joyful Ringers and Alleluia Jazz provide special service music. 

 

Sunday, April 30th Second Sunday after Easter. At both 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship opportunities we welcome 
Jeff Chu to our pulpit. Mr. Chu is a student at Princeton Theological Seminary and a member of a Reformed 
Church in Brooklyn. He’s a professional journalist – writing for The New York Times Magazine, Travel+Leisure, 
The Wall Street Journal, and The Washington Post. He spent seven years at Time magazine. Celebration      
Ringers; Senior Choir and Jubilation! combine to offer service music. 

(Worship Schedule, continued from page 12) 

Who Are We? 
from page 3 

 
Kathy and Drew Naysmith 

Hibachi Night on Saturday, April 29th~ 
 

Join other adults in the congregation for Hibachi Night at 
Shogun Legends on Route 34 in Wall on Saturday, April 
29th beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 

We’ve reserved the upstairs Hibachi party room — 30 
person maximum — so sign up on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall to ensure that you have a spot. 
 

Cost is $36.00 per person, inclusive of tax and gratuity. 
 

Choice of steak, shrimp, and/or chicken combination 
which includes: 

 Salad 

 Soup 

 Hibachi shrimp appetizer 

 Hibachi vegetables 

 Fried noodles 

 Fried rice 

 Ice cream 
 

Drinks are Not Included! 
 

Call the church office with any questions at 732-462-4555. 

The Women’s Book Discussion Group will 
meet on Tuesday, April 11th, from 12:00 noon 
to 2:00 p.m. at the home of Michelle Perkinson 
(732-462-1283). We will discuss “Burial Rites” by 
Hannah Kent. 
 

All women of the church are welcome to attend 
this monthly book group where we enjoy        
informal discussion, light refreshments and each 
other’s company. We meet on the second   
Tuesday of the month throughout the program 

year (September to June). Please call or email Lynne 
Garner at 732-493-4619 or [revandref@yahoo.com] for 
more information. 

Have You Read? 
 by Connie Paul 
 

Do you know who the prime minister of 
Australia is? Probably not. In my        
all-time favorite travel book, In a     
Sunburned Country by Bill Bryson, you 
will explore this topic and learn exactly the amount you 
always needed to know about Australia, (even if you didn't 
know you wanted to know it). I listened to the audio copy 
which is narrated by Bryson himself, and I enjoyed it so 
much, I have listened a couple of more times. Yes, there 
are a lot of poisonous snakes, spiders, and other        
dangerous creatures, but the people are varied and     
welcoming, and the history is interesting. We don't hear or 
read much about our neighbor on the other side of the 
world, and, as the book points out, it is our loss. 
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COLTS  NECK  REFORMED  CHURCH 
P. O. BOX  57 

COLTS  NECK,  N. J.  07722 

April Worship Schedule 

Return Service Requested 

 

Sunday, April 2nd  Fifth Sunday in Lent. This morning, at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship          
opportunities, we continue the Lenten sermon series on “following the footsteps of Jesus.” With 1/3 of the        
disciples first working as fisherman, the Sea of Galilee was “home” for them and it was the location for one of  
Jesus’ most powerful miracles — his calming a storm. The truth is that Jesus still calms the storms and he calls 
us to share his good news to those “on the other side”. Debi Jensen preaches; the sacrament of communion is 
shared. The Senior Choir leads our musical praise. 

 

Palm Sunday, April 9th Worship services at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. What a welcome Jesus received as he     
entered Jerusalem! “Hosanna!” the people cried, hailing him as an honored king. Yet it was also in Jerusalem 
where he was betrayed, tried and crucified. The final week of Jesus’ life reveals to us that he was not a king who 
claimed the power of this world, but who claimed the power of God. The sacrificial love of Jesus shows us that his 
way and the way he calls us to live is challenging and counter-cultural – but it is the way to abundant and eternal 
life. Our Cherub Choir, Alleluia Angels and Jubilation! choirs share their musical talents at both 
morning worship services. Palms will be given to all worshipers as a symbol of the day and a 
means of   remembering our role in the eternal drama of salvation. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13th Worship service at 7:30 p.m. in the church Sanctuary. This service 
acknowledges both the mandate (hence the name) to love one another, that Jesus gives on the 
night before his crucifixion, as well as the Last Supper. Communion will be shared as we remember 
the sacrifice and hope that is found in Jesus. 

 

Good Friday, April 14th Worship service at 7:30 p.m. in the church Sanctuary. We will gather for a          
memorable and dramatic service of increasing darkness as we recall the crucifixion. The Sanctuary lights will 
gradually diminish as the Savior’s goodness and grace seemingly are overpowered by the forces of evil as Jesus 
hangs on the cross. We are ever-reminded though that, while a day of desolation for Jesus, we call it “Good”   
Friday because of the fact that, through this sacrifice of love, we are reconciled back to God and will never be  
forsaken. Music will be offered by the Senior Choir. Nursery care is provided. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 16th Easter Festival Services of Worship resounding with sounds of “Alleluia” and the 
beauty of lilies and tulips. Worship times are: 7:00 a.m. (Easter dawn service), 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. The 

(Continued on page 11, see Worship Schedule) 


