The Colts Neck Reformed Church
Jubilation! Choir to Present
the Youth Musical #GRACEWINS
Sunday, February 25th at 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.

#GRACEWINS was created by the Dove Award winning
team, Dennis and Nan Allen, in partnership with four-time
GRAMMY nominee and recent American Music Award
winner, Matthew West. This musical features many of the
most popular songs in Christian music today and
illustrates through music, readings and skits how God’s
amazing grace works in and through our lives and how
grace always wins!
Our Jubilation! choir consists of teens in grades 7 through
12 and is co-directed by Jeff Brown and Maggie Tripold.
Alyssa Cantin-Giles and Heather Otten, members of our
congregation, have also been working with these teens
for several weeks on staging and movement. Also
involved are Adrianne Spota Walker, who is helping with
props and t-shirt design, and Len Simicich, who is
accompanying the musical on drums.
The members of Jubilation! are: Elizabeth Applegate,
Kelly Applegate, Veronica Banat, Will Beldowicz,
Cameron Busico, Jessica Cerny, Emily Contract, Julia
Contract, R.J. Edwards, Daniel Freeman, Caitlin
MacClellan, Sarah Maxwell, Josh Nestorowicz, Luke
Nestorowicz, Seth Nestorowicz, Caleb Sass, Josh Sass,
and Michael Walker.
Come and experience #GRACEWINS presented by
Jubilation! on Sunday, February 25th, at both worship
services. You won’t want to miss it!

Celebration Ringers and Jubilation! Tour
February 9th—11th, 2018
Our teenagers are hard at work on Wednesday nights
and Sunday afternoons preparing for their tour to northern
NJ and upstate NY from February 9th—11th. If you
happen to be around during rehearsal times, you can feel
the excitement and anticipation as they work on their bell
pieces and musical! Previous tour destinations have
included western Michigan, the Hudson Valley of NY;
southeastern VA; northern VA; upstate NY; the Poconos
and Frederick, MD since our first tour in 2000. We will be
at the following churches—so please share this
information with any family and friends who may live
nearby:
 Friday, February 9th, at 7:30 p.m.—Handbell
concert and musical #GRACEWINS at the
Abundant Life Reformed Church, 475 Lafayette
Ave., Wyckoff, NJ.
 Saturday, February 10th, at 7:00 p.m. Handbell
concert and musical #GRACEWINS at the First
(Continued on page 6, see Tour)

February/March 2018
Ash Wednesday — February 14th
Ash Wednesday, the day that begins the season of
Lent—a time for reflection, repentance and a refocusing
on the cross—is February 14th. There will be three
opportunities for receiving ashes and prayer. There
will also be the availability for a private anointing with oil
for healing (which need not just be physical healing).
Either Scott Brown or Debi Jensen will be in the
Sanctuary for you to drop in at a time which is most convenient for you between the hours of 6:30-8:30 a.m.;
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; 4:30 -5:15 p.m. Also, at 12 noon,
there will be a 15-minute service of scripture, praying
together, and the imposition of ashes. Our church will not
have an evening service, but if you would like to attend
one, the Freehold Reformed Church on Main Street in
Freehold has a service at 7:00 p.m.
Many of us give up certain things for the forty days of
Lent, and doing so can be very beneficial for us. Our
sermons during this season take that idea one step
further and will explore things that God wants us to
give up, not just for forty days, but forever.
Come and worship as we seek to “give up control,”
“give up expectations,” “give up enemies,”
“give up our lives,” “give up popularity,” and finally,
on Easter Sunday, “give up death.”
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Focus on Faith

Institution (CHQ.org) a premier summer-Christian learning
experience.
Dear Friends,

I’m very grateful to this
congregation
for
many
reasons,
including
the
prayers and care you offer
to me. I love what I get to do
and where I get to do it! To
ensure that I keep my
enthusiasm for ministry
intact until I retire (at least
10 years…) the Consistory
has granted me a sabbatical this summer from June
7th—August 23rd. Many denominations, including the
Reformed Church in America, promote the idea of a
sabbatical to keep ministers emotionally and spiritually
healthy. This is not an academic sabbatical, as a
university professor might undertake in order to do
research or write a book; this is a time of reflection and
renewal, as reflected in the root of the word sabbatical; it
comes from “Sabbath” – the example God set of taking
time apart from working to rest. Since ministry is a lifestyle vocation, with the necessity of working weekends,
an extended time away will keep me energized and
effective.

Our Commissioned Pastor, Debi Jensen, will be here to
serve the church by leading worship, doing church
administration, and offering pastoral care. We will have
several guest preachers during the summer as well. It
does help that programs tend to ease up in the summer
months, and I’m hoping that everyone in the congregation
will, more than ever, live out the core value that “everyone
is in ministry.” This is an opportunity to engage in using
the spiritual gifts God has given you. If you see a need at
church, step up and step in!
Although it will be very tough for me not to be present or
available this summer, this is a good reminder to me, as
well as the congregation, that the church is more than my
ministry. I rest easier knowing that our congregation has
great staff and lay leadership. Although I will be
disengaged, I won’t be disconnected; I’ll be praying for/
with you! So, certainly keep me and Kay in your prayers,
but more than anything – just keep being the great church
you are. Keep attending worship, keep supporting one
another; keep helping the Kingdom of God continue to
grow. In the meantime, there is much to do; let’s keep
living and loving like Jesus!
Peace in Christ,

I’m not sure exactly what my plans will be, but I anticipate
that Kay and I will enjoy a European river cruise, time at
our Lake Champlain cottage and a week at Chautauqua
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Meet Your Church Staff — Stacey Savage~
Stacey is the Director of Early
Childhood Ministries here at
Colts Neck Reformed Church.
She’s the director of the
Nursery School and oversees
the Church Nursery that’s
provided on Sunday mornings.
Stacey has worked for the
church for 11-1/2 years.
Stacey was born in Jersey City
and raised in Middletown, New
Jersey. Prior to coming to CNRC, she was a public school
teacher for the City of Long Branch. She’s a graduate of
West Chester University, where she played rugby!
Stacey is married to Morgan Savage (a Colts Neck police
officer and son of Tullis Savage—the former director of
the Nursery School) and they live in Holmdel with their
three children, Brayden (12), Delaney (9), and Mackenna
(7). Her hobbies include coaching Delaney’s softball
team, working out (even though she hates it), and shoe
shopping!! Her favorite place to vacation is Key West.
Stacey’s favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 3:5-6 and what
she enjoys most about Colts Neck Reformed Church is
the faith-filled community and camaraderie.
Thank you, Stacey, for guiding our youngest children as
they begin their faith journey.
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Who Are We?
Person #1
1. I was born at Fitken Hospital in
Neptune, NJ (now JSUMC).
2. I am the fourth of five siblings.
3. I have been playing the drums since the fourth
grade.
4. I met my spouse on a blind date set up by my
younger sister.
5. I have two children – a boy and a girl.
Person #2
1. I was born at Fitken Hospital in Neptune, NJ
(now JSUMC).

2. I am the oldest of five siblings and have four
children of my own.
3. Six generations of my family have been a part of CNRC
4. I was baptized by Sam LaPenta.
5. I was to be a Valentine’s baby but arrived five
days early.
We consider ourselves “twins” separated by five years.

Give up? Turn to page 7 to see our names and picture!

New Member Class Offered~
by Dianne O’Hara

Are you interested in joining the church or learning more
about us? We will offer a New Member Class on Sunday,
February 11th, from 1:00—2:45 p.m. in the Ministry
Center Conference Room. If you are interested in
becoming a member, we ask that you attend this class
where Rev. Scott Brown will talk about the history of
CNRC and what it means to be a member. If interested in
attending,
please
contact
Dianne
O'Hara
at
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or call the church office (732-4624555) to register.

Welcome New Members~
by Dianne O’Hara

On Sunday, December 10th, we welcomed two new
members into the life of the Colts Neck Reformed Church.
Please find time to say “hello” and welcome them into the
church.
Marge and Cliff Smith live in Howell and have been
married for 41 years.
They have three grown
children
and
four
grandchildren. Cliff is a
general manager at
Pacific Logistics, and,
prior to that, he worked
many years for Charms
Candy Company in
Colts Neck. Marge is a
legal
secretary
for
Schibell and Mennie. In their spare time Cliff and Marge
enjoy bike riding, the ocean, hiking, and being together
with family.
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Upcoming Mission Opportunities~


February 4th: Youth Group “Super Bowl Sub
Sale” and “Souper Bowl of Caring.”



February 9th: St Peter’s Outreach Supper—See
related article for more details on how to help.



March 3rd: Asbury Park’s Trinity Episcopal
“Saturday Soup”: seven to eight volunteers
needed from 9:30am—2:30pm. Sign-up is
posted on the Mission Bulletin Board.



March 15th-17th: Hope Force Disaster Relief
Training at Three Bridges Reformed Church.
Registration forms can be found on the Mission
Bulletin Board or online at [http://hopeforce.org/
get-involved/become-a-disaster-responder].
Please contact LuAnne Petrie (908-692-4140) or
[lupetrie@gmail.com] if you are interested in
more information or would like to sign up.



Mission Bulletin Board: If you are looking for
Mission postings in Fellowship Hall, know that
the Mission Bulletin Board is located to the right
of the kitchen service opening in Fellowship Hall;
Mission event info and signups are posted here,
along with pictures of what we do.

Community Outreach Supper—February 9th~
by Beth Burke

Preparations are underway for the Community Outreach
Supper on Friday, February 9th. This is our next
opportunity to provide hot nutritious meals to those in
need, sponsored by and located at the St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church on Throckmorton Street in Freehold.
Please consider volunteering to help by setting up,
serving the meal, cleaning up, or providing food or other
supplies. Food can be home-made or store-bought, and
can be dropped off at our church during the week before
the supper.
Please check out the Community section of the Fellowship Hall bulletin board for sign-up sheets, recipes and
drop-off instructions. If you have additional questions,
please call Beth Burke at 732-462-9827 or 732-921-3069.

Christmas Gift Program a Success~
by LuAnne Petrie and Nancy Holm

The 2017 “Lend a Hand, Give a Gift Card” Christmas
program was a huge success… on many levels.


First, there was a wonderful response from the
congregation to this program, not only in dollars but
in numbers of people who contributed. Our
Sanctuary Christmas “Palm Tree” was covered in
palms—each palm representing a participant or a
participant’s family.



Second, total donations to the program was just shy
of $20,000!



Third, the generosity of this congregation enabled
CNRC to make a significant contribution—in the
form of VISA Gift Cards, and in some instances
cash—to a large number of people impacted by
recent disasters. Your generous giving will help not
only individuals in need, but will also help their local
business communities. Recipient populations
include Sonoma, California; Port Arthur and Vigo
TX; the Keys in Florida; St Thomas in the Virgin
Islands; and Puerto Rico.

Mission Corner Happenings~
It is with gratitude that we tell you that this year’s Christmas “Lend a Hand, Give a Gift Card” program was a
huge success (see related article). Thank you to all who
supported this program financially and/or with your prayers. Thank you also to the Morganville AAA office who
pulled together our package of several hundred $25.00
no-fee VISA gift cards in record time, and with a smile.
Find more details in the Gift Program article on this page.
As you may have noticed, Amy Lewis was here over
Christmas. In response to a discussion with Amy, the
Mission Committee put together 45 sock puppet project
bags (thank you to Ginne Hooper for making these colorful
drawstring bags) to go with Amy to central Asia, where they
will be shared with a local orphanage.
Florida Mission Trip (2/3—2/10/18) leaders are Greg
Robinson and LuAnne Petrie. We will travel to Citrus
County FL with a maximum of 12 volunteers! Please keep
us in your prayers as we help those affected by
hurricanes this past fall.
MAST (Mission Ambassador Support Team) Update: Tom
Johnson, his wife and four daughters have moved back to
the United States from Niger. Their plans at this point are
indefinite.
Benevolence News: The newly formed Benevolence
Fund Review committee has been busy reviewing the
fund recipients for 2017-18. The deadline for new charities to be considered for the 2018-19 budget year is
March 1, 2018. If you know of a charity you would like to
have considered please contact Nancy Holm
[nancy.holm.esq@gmail.com] before that deadline date.

Thank you for your gracious giving and for your prayers
offered in support of this program. Stay tuned… there will
be a wrap-up presentation offered sometime in February

~Mission Committee meets for Breakfast~
Please mark your calendars now for our
February Breakfast Mission Committee meeting
on Sunday, February 11th at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

The Reformed Informer
Lenten Project – Bridge of Books~
by Debi Jensen

It is tradition in our Church School to have the children
focus on an activity to help others during the season of
Lent. This year, the children are encouraged to donate a
gently-used or new children’s book to Bridge of Books,
which is a local Monmouth County 501(c)(3) non-profit,
volunteer led organization. Their mission is “to provide an
ongoing source of books to underserved children throughout New Jersey in order to support the development of
literacy skills and encourage a love of reading.” You can
find
more
information
at
their
website
at
[bridgeofbooksfoundation.org].
The children will also have a devotional that encourages
them to do good deeds and to pray during Lent and to
continue this practice throughout their lives. The children
will bring their donated books to church on April 8th.
Members of the congregation are encouraged to
participate as well. The organization accepts books in
good condition from pre-school to high school. Adult
books, coloring books, or text books are not accepted.
More information and a flyer will be given to the children
during Church School and will be available at church.
Please join with the Church School children in supporting
this wonderful organization!

Church School Chatter
~Kindergarten/1st Grade~
Our Kindergarten and First Graders come to Church
School ready to learn. Most of them have already been in
pre-school and primary school so they are excited to be
part of our class. This year, the children have been
learning about important people and stories of the Old
Testament. Hannah, Samuel, David, and Ruth are some
of the people and their stories that the children will learn
this year. They will hear how these people are important
in the life of Jesus, just as family and people who came
before
each
of
them are important
in their lives. The
children are being
taught
by
our
returning teachers
Maggie Purcell and
Aly Naysmith and
our new teacher
Yolanda Howard.
Helping them in the classroom are assistants Josh
Nestorowicz, Marian Hager, and Julia Contract.
Social time and snack time are important parts of the
class but hearing and understanding the stories of the
Bible are the main focus. For one lesson, Yolanda
Howard made a wonderful replica of the Ten
Commandments for the children. The Commandments
were not etched in stone but instead written on cardboard
but the children could see the importance of this
fundamental part of our faith.
If you have a child in this age group, please consider
bringing your child to this fun and faith-filled class!
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Children are dismissed for Church School after the
Gospel for Children at the 9:15 service. Come to the class
any week and register your child. You are always
welcome to stay with your child until he/she feels
comfortable.
We give thanks for Maggie, Aly, and Yolanda and their
dedicated assistants for bringing the joy of God to these
children!

Senior Bible Study~
Bible Study is for people of all ages. It can be fun, thought
-provoking, amazing, emotional, and educational, but it is
never boring! Just ask the many seniors from our
congregation and from other churches who attend the
Friday morning Senior Bible Study. They are a
dedicated group of retirement-aged individuals who come
to the Ministry Center Conference Room every Friday
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. to meet and study scripture.
The study is usually taught by Rev. Scott Brown with
occasional leadership by Pastor Debi Jensen. Most
Fridays, the scripture verses are the ones which will be
part of the Sunday worship service. The discussion is
always lively and thoughtful and has been known to
change part of the planned sermon because of some of
the insightful comments.
Bible study keeps us in faithful consideration of God’s
word so please consider joining this Bible Study. There is
always room at the table for more! It is a great time to
spend with Scott or Debi and you get a “sneak peek” at
the topic for Sunday worship.

Scout Sunday is March 11th~
On Sunday, March 11th, our church will honor both
our current and past members of the Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts. Boy Scouts were founded in 1907 by Lord
Bayden Powell and Girl Scouts began in 1912 by Juliette
Gordon Low. Both organizations are dedicated to the
purpose of inspiring young people with the highest ideals
of character, conduct, patriotism, and service. In addition,
the Scout program is open to people of all faiths and yet
holds that spirituality and a belief in a God are of utmost
importance to the development of young people.
Our Girl and Boy Scouts will be in uniform and will be
part of our worship service on Sunday, March 11th. You
will see them greeting and ushering as well as hosting our
coffee hour. During the service, we will ask all past and
present Scouts and adult leaders to stand and be
recognized. Special recognition will be given to those who
have received the highest award in Scouting: the Eagle
award in Boy Scouts and the Gold Award in Girl Scouts.
No matter how long it has been since you were a Scout,
please stand and be recognized!
Thanks to Karen Hager for organizing the Scouts for
this special Sunday. You can contact her for more
information about Scout Sunday at [kehager@gmail.com]
or call/text: 732-803-0025. Thanks to all the Scouts,
young and old, throughout the years for their participation
in these programs.
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Singing With the Seniors in Feb./Mar.~
Do you like to sing “oldies but goodies” and patriotic
songs? Can you spare an hour or so on a Wednesday
and/or Saturday morning once a month? If so, this is the
group for you! This is not a choir that sings for senior
citizens, rather it’s a group who sings with them. We
don’t rehearse, we just go and share the joy of music with
the residents of the Reformed Church Home in Old
Bridge and Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck.
Women and men of any age are welcome! You can come
alone or with your partner/spouse – the more the merrier!
Anyone who has sung with this group can tell you that we
are blessed by the residents every time we go and sing.
You can sign up month by month – come when you can!
Our schedule for February and March is as follows:
 Saturdays—February 17th and March 17th at
Brandywine Reflections in Colts Neck
Meet there at 11:15 a.m. or at church at 11:00 a.m. if
you’d like to carpool.
 Wednesdays - February 21st and March 21st at
the Reformed Church Home
Meet there at 10:30 a.m. or at church at 10:00 a.m. if
you’d like to carpool.
There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship
Hall to indicate your availability. Questions? Contact
Maggie Tripold at [mtripold@verizon.net] or 732-462-4555.

Hope College Wind Ensemble Concert
at Colts Neck Reformed Church

Save the Date – Sunday, March 18th
2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Please mark your calendars for Sunday afternoon, March
18th, at 2:00 p.m. when we will be treated to a concert by
the Hope College Wind Ensemble from Hope College in
Holland, Michigan! We are honored to host this 40member group, directed by Dr. Gabe Southard, as part
of their Spring 2018 Tour. Many of you will remember
what wonderful experiences we have had in previous
years when we hosted the Hope College Symphonette
and the Chapel Choir.
We are looking for people
providing housing for these
Sunday evening, March 18th,
on Monday morning before
CNRC.

who are interested in
40 college students on
and providing breakfast
bringing them back to

There will also be a potluck supper for the students and
their host families in Fellowship Hall on Sunday evening
at 6:00 p.m. Please consider this wonderful opportunity to
get to know these students who are traveling and sharing
the good news of Jesus Christ through music. If you are
interested in providing housing, please sign up on the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or call Maggie Tripold in
the church office with any questions at 732-462-4555, x114.

Alumni Bell Choir Still “Ringing” Strong!
Several former members of Celebration Ringers, ranging
from age 18 to 30, rang in worship on Sunday, December
31st. It was wonderful to have these young adults back
together again and leading in worship.
The alumni who participated were: Ben Zaccaria, Ray
Gray, Clayton Reynolds, Paul Jensen, Sarah Geissler,
Kaylyn O’Hara, Jack Lenz, Isabelle Nestorowicz, Amy
Lewis, Bethany Zaccaria, Alys MacClellan and Luke
Laffey.
Many thanks
to Kay Brown
for keeping
her former
ringers
connected to
CNRC and to
each other!

“Living Last Supper” Drama Presented on
Maundy Thursday, March 29th, at 7:30 p.m.

Leonardo Da Vinci’s famous painting “The Last Supper”
comes to life in our sanctuary on Maundy Thursday in this
dramatic retelling of the night before Christ’s crucifixion.
In 1494, Da Vinci was commissioned to decorate the wall
of the refectory of the convent of Santa Maria della Grazie
in Milan, Italy. The painting shows Jesus partaking of the
Passover meal with His disciples just before His arrest
and crucifixion. In this compelling worship drama, the 12
disciples speak their minds to themselves, to each other,
and to the Lord in the light of the words which they have
just heard Jesus speak, “One of you will betray me.”
Help is needed in many areas of this production – actors,
costumes, lighting, props, set up, publicity, etc. If you are
willing and interested in being involved, please look for
the signup sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall
or contact Maggie Tripold in the church office or at
[mtripold@verizon.net].

(Tour, continued from page 1)

Reformed Church, 413 Main Ave., Wynantskill, NY. We will also participate in their Sunday morning worship
service on the 11th at 10:00 a.m.

We will enjoy some “down time” as we visit Howe Caverns in Howes Cave, NY for a group tour and lunch on Saturday.
Then, weather permitting, we will stop at the Walkway Over the Hudson on Sunday before returning to the church.
Many thanks to all the youth, their parents, and the congregation for the overwhelming support you have given to make
this trip possible. Experiences like this will impact our youth long into adulthood. Please keep us in your prayers as we
travel and as we ring and sing to God’s glory.

The Reformed Informer

Page 7

Youth Mission Trip Scheduled~

Reminder—Youth Group Lock-In—February 3rd

A Summer Youth Mission Trip will be held in Virginia
Beach from June 24 – June 30, 2018, and will be led by
Youth Ministry Directors Debbie and Paul Horan. This trip
is being coordinated with an organization called
TEAMeffort Ministries.

The Youth Group Lock-In (8th – 12th graders) will be
held on Saturday, February 3rd, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at
28 Village Lane. The group will then assemble subs for
the sub sale on Sunday morning, February 4th. Sign up in
Fellowship Hall or contact Debbie and Paul Horan at
[coltsneckyouth@gmail.com].

by Paul and Debbie Horan

We will stay at a summer camp location with other youth
groups and will work on home
repair and renovation for local
families living in nearby towns.
There will be a free, fun day to
relax and wind down. The trip costs
$300 to help cover the cost of the organization fee,
transportation, and free day activities. Scholarships are
available for those with financial need. Look for more
information in Fellowship Hall including an application
form.
The deadline to apply for this trip is Sunday, March 25th.
Applications are due into church that day with a $150
deposit check. If you have any questions, please contact
Paul or Debbie Horan at [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com].

Sub Sale Set for Sunday, February 4th~
Sub Sale Volunteers may still be Needed! Join us
on Sunday morning, February 4th, for periods of time
between 8:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. (before or after you
attend worship) to make and distribute
the sub sandwiches. It is a lot of fun to
make the subs and adult volunteers are
welcome to sign up to assist the youth.
The proceeds will help support the youth programming at
CNRC.

~Souper Bowl of Caring~
Sunday, February 4th

On Super Bowl Sunday, February
4th, the youth of the church will be
taking a special collection of $1.00
or a can of soup as you exit worship
that morning. Everything that is
collected will be donated to Open
Door Food Pantry in Freehold. We
hope you will participate as we help
feed those in need.

Youth Group Game Night—February 23rd~
All 8th—12th graders are invited to
come out on Friday, February 23rd
for a Game Night! We’ll gather at
the Horans’, 28 Village Lane (right
behind the Community Center) from
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Sign up in
Fellowship Hall or contact Debbie
and Paul Horan at [coltsneckyouth@gmail.com].

Daylight Saving Time Begins~
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 11th at
2:00 a.m. Remember to turn your clocks ahead one hour
before going to bed Saturday night so you’ll be on time
for church!

Confirmation Class Meets with Mentors
by Debi Jensen

Our ten Confirmation Class members have been meeting
since September as they prepare to make their public
profession of faith. In this faith journey, each class
member is paired with an adult from our church who will
be his/her mentor. The mentors and students met on
January 7th for the first time and will meet together
several more times over the next two months. Please
keep these young men and women along with their
mentors in your prayers during this important time:
Lauren Alagna and Sandy Freeman, Veronica Banat
and Susan Fox, Kiersten Geissler and Dianne O’Hara,
Audrée Gousse and Sandy Anderson, Frankie
Guadagnino and Debbie Paddock, Rachel Howard and
Susan Linnell, Nicholas Rizzo and Mark Tarby, Kiki
Sass and Kelly Tyma, Hadley Schachter and Kathy
Rodman, and Lance Welch and Raj Soi.

Our Ministry Center
~Recognized by Colts Neck Township~
On December 27, 2017, at its township committee
meeting, the Colts Neck Reformed Church received the
“2017 Colts Neck Township Excellence in Architectural
Design Award – Commercial Division” for our Ministry
Center. A plaque with this designation will be hung on the
exterior of the building. We are pleased by the honor and
grateful to have such an aesthetically pleasing building
serving both our congregation and the community.

Who Am I?
from page 3

Kevin Cerny (#1)
JC Cerny (#2)
Brothers of:
Crissy Applegate,
Terri O’Neil and
Betty Edwards
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Foster Care Kids – Have you ever wondered...
by Carol Lang

A mission trip can be transformational for the person who
signs on with one. I went out on a limb and signed up for
my first trip in the summer of 2016. A dozen or so CNRC
women drove to a youth facility in Knoxville, TN to lend a
hand with maintenance and meet the resident teenage
girls, many of whom were recovering from life on the
street. I was amazed – they were wonderful kids full of
potential, working hard to improve their lives. And several
were waiting for an opening in a foster home. That trip is
what led me to become a licensed foster parent and I’d
like to share what I’ve learned with you:
Is there really a need for foster parents?
There are 13,000 kids in foster care in NJ and the need
is growing with the increase in opioid use.
Do you need to be married to foster? Own your own
home?
Not at all - single, married, divorced, gay, or straight can
be foster parents. Apartment or single family home,
renting or owning is acceptable, you just need to be
healthy and financially stable.
Do I have a say in the type of child I would care for?
First, before you are licensed, foster parents complete a
form detailing exactly what sort of child you want in your
home. You determine the age, sex, health (ex: asthma,
allergies), school issues (maybe there’s an Individualized
Education Plan), and more so the child fits with your
household. There are resources for foster parents and
also groups of excellent caring foster parents with a
wealth of experience to share.

Canning Crew~

Would the child go to my town’s schools?
No, to provide more stability, the child continues with the
school he/she currently attends. Transportation to and
from the child’s school is provided by the Division of
Child Protection and Permanency (DCP&P).

Our Canning Crew loves to create jarred goodies to be
sold at the Election Day Bazaar. We are always sure to
make enough goods: most to raise money for the Benevolence Fund, a bit to sample as we create in the kitchen,
and a few to bring home.

Are there other ways to help?
Yes, you could consider “Respite Care” which is a foster
parent who takes kids short term (a week or two) when
the regular foster parent is away for a family emergency
or vacation. Or become a CASA - Court Appointed
Special Advocate—a trained volunteer who’s appointed
by the Family Court Judge to advocate for the best
interest of the child (the child doesn’t live with a CASA).
They make sure the kids receive the services they need.
They meet with the assigned child and everyone
important in the child’s life, gather information, review
records, and prepare a court report outlining
recommendations based on the unique circumstances.

Carol Lang leads us through fun, fellowship, and food
prep with her patient guidance and creative recipes. It
really is a wonderful time! Bring your own knife and cutting board, or borrow from us.

For more information, check out these websites or
consider attending an information session.


[www.fafsonline.org/become-a-foster-parent-nj]
Foster and Adoptive Family Services



[http://www.nj.gov/njfosteradopt] State
Department of Children and Families

of

NJ

Or email me with questions you may have - I’ll do my best
to find the answer [clang946@gmail.com].

On Sunday, February 11th, we will meet at 12 noon in
Fellowship Hall to make Blackberry Strawberry Jam and
Caramelized Red Onion Relish. On Sunday, March 25th,
we will partner with the Green Team to make Oktoberfest
Mustard and Blueberry Ginger Jam, plus the Green Team
will be there to demonstrate creating fermented foods.
Please sign-up on the board in Fellowship Hall, or email
Dianne O’Hara at [cnrc.care@gmail.com].

Did you know? Our Exultation Ringers are participat-

ing in the Toms River Handbell Festival on Sunday
afternoon and evening, February 25th at The Presbyterian
Church of Toms River. We will be one of several area
handbell choirs spending our afternoon rehearsing four
massed pieces. At 6:30 p.m., the choirs will ring the joint
pieces and each choir will perform one solo piece as part of
the concert. Kathleen Ebling Shaw, conductor of the
Westminster Concert Bell Choir in Princeton, is the clinician.

The Reformed Informer
Sight and Sound Theater Trip Scheduled~
Gerry Romano, a member of our congregation and leader
of the Single Active Seniors group, has organized a bus
trip to the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA to
see Jesus on April 24, 2018.
The bus will leave from the Colts Neck Police Station.
Boarding will begin at 6:30 a.m. and the bus leaves
promptly at 7:00 a.m. There will be a 9:00 a.m. stop for
breakfast and then on to the show which begins at 11:00
a.m. Following the show there will be lunch at the Shady
Maple Smorgasbord and then the bus will be back on the
road by 3:30 p.m. heading home. They will make a short
stop at 5:00 p.m. and will be back at the police station
parking lot by 7:00 p.m. The cost of the trip is $105.00
which includes the show, the lunch and the bus.
Please sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall
and drop off a check in the church office made out to
CNRC with “Sight and Sound” in the memo. Note: All
seats are on the main level, but they are not all together –
any questions should be directed to Gerry Romano at
[jacq200@aol.com] or 732-975-9675.

Have You Read?

by Connie Paul

We take the abolition of slavery pretty much
for granted, but it didn’t just happen.
Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the
Heroic Campaign to End Slavery by Eric
Metaxas tells the story of the man who influenced
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglas and who was
called in his time “voice of the voiceless”. His campaign
was a direct response to his learning to love God and his
search to know what God would have him do. He was so
honored that when he died, his funeral procession to
Westminster Abbey was led by Britain’s luminaries. The
first private, historically black college was named
Wilberforce University after this white, British
parliamentarian, and was built in Ohio in 1856 to educate
the blacks who escaped on the Underground Railroad. It
is an amazing story, to be sure, and we all should know
how it happened.

Women’s Book Discussion Group
by Marian Bauman

The CNRC Women's Book Discussion group
meets the second Tuesday of the month from
Noon to 2:00 p.m. and meetings include food,
fellowship, and fun! Please contact Marian
Bauman at [marianbauman1@gmail.com] if you
would like to be put on the email list or have any
questions about the group. We welcome new members,
so give us a try!


No Meeting in February



On Tuesday, March 13, 2018 Marjorie Smith is the
hostess. The book is "A Skeleton in God's Closet" by
Paul L. Maier.
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Easter Breakfast Opportunity
Sunday, April 1, 2018

There will be a special opportunity for fellowship and food
on Easter Sunday, April 1st. A sit-down continental breakfast with lots of delicious treats will be available from
7:30—8:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Additionally, those
same delicious treats plus hot breakfast food will be
served from 10:15—11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Reservations are necessary! Please sign up on the
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or call the church office
by March 26th. A basket for a free-will donation
(suggested donation: $10/person) that morning will be
available to help defray costs.

Knit One, Pray Too!
Knit One, Pray Too! Is a knitting group started by Lynne
Garner and Donna Mulligan to knit baby blankets that will
be donated to local hospitals’ Neonatal Intensive Care
Units for preemies. This group is for all knitting abilities!
Lynne and Donna are happy to teach anyone who wants
to learn.
This group meets the second and fourth Tuesday of the
month in Lynne Garner’s home. Join us for some fun,
fellowship and knitting for a good cause. For more
information
please
email
Donna
Mulligan
at
[mulligand@optonline.net].

Calling All Single Active Seniors~
The Single Active Seniors Group (SAS) meets on
Sundays at 12:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the
Ministry Center. This is a weekly discussion and activity
group for unmarried older adults in the church and the
community. They engage in lively conversation, plan
social activities, and encourage group participation. The
group, facilitated by Gerry Romano, a member of our
congregation, features guest speakers to discuss topics of
interest while offering fellowship, friendship and support.
There are no fees to join these meetings and no sign-up
required—just show up! For more information, email
Gerry Romano at [jacq200@aol.com].

Women of D’Vine – A Fellowship Group
by Marian Bauman

The Women of D'Vine is a fellowship group that regularly
meets on the first Tuesday of the month, with rotating
hostesses. On Tuesday, February 6th, we will meet at
7:00 p.m. at the home of Lisa Clark, 4 Gulf Stream Way,
Colts Neck (908-227-1134) or [ljclark3@optonline.net].
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share and your
favorite BYOB.
Our Tuesday, March 6th meeting hostess is Karine
Gousse, 16 Empress Court, Colts Neck (845-459-3678)
or [karinegousse@hotmail.com]. Please email Marian
Bauman at [marianbauman1@gmail.com] to be added to
the email list. For more information or questions, contact
Sandy Anderson at [sandy1959@optonline.net]
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Your Daily Prayers are Needed~

Caregiver Support Group Meets Monthly~

Please include the following members of our church
family in your prayers this month. In addition to your
prayers, they may really appreciate an occasional card,
call or (if local) visit. If you are available to visit members
of our church family and would like to be added to our
rotating list of visitors, please contact Dianne O’Hara in
the church office [cnrc.care@gmail.com] or 732-4624555. This requires a commitment of one visit every 2 – 3
months.

Is your elderly parent still living on his or her own, or with
you, or in a senior residence/assisted living facility? Do
you care for a family member who is sick, elderly, disabled or going through a rough patch? If so, who cares for
you? Our licensed mental health counselor, April Humes,
leads this confidential support group with advice and encouragement. Our members find this group to be very
helpful. Please attend our monthly meetings and allow
them to be a source of comfort for you.

 Emma Sklair, health concerns
 Kristin Howlett, daughter of Ken and Lonnie
Howlett, ongoing health concerns
 Daniel Kibler, son of Nancy and Robert Kibler,
autoimmune diseases.
 All residents of the Reformed Church Home
including, Ruth Carmeli (mother of Margaret
Carmeli-Peslak), Barbara Reed, and Irene Kiefer

This group meets monthly on a Tuesday evening at 6:30
p.m. Check the bulletin announcements for the February
and March dates. (There is no sign-up required)

Prayers and Condolences to~
 Beth and Joe Restaino and family on the death of
their brother-in-law, Joe Burke, on November 20,
2017.
 Larry and Donna Otten and family on the death of
Larry’s aunt, Shirley Spacek, on November 23, 2017.
 The Banat Family on the death of their uncle,
Robert Banat, Sr. on November 24, 2017.
 Fred Berenbroick and family on the death of his
father, Fred Berenbroick, Sr. on December 15, 2017.
 The family of Geoff Legg (former member), who
died on December 15, 2017.
 Donna Emmons on the death of her friend,
Michael Cahoon, on December 21, 2017.
 Kay and Scott Brown on the death of their sister-in
-law, Sara Neevel on December 26, 2017.

Congratulations and Blessings to~
 Maria and Earl Siddons on the birth of their
grandson, Christopher Terrence Puher, born on
December 14, 2017. Proud parents are Melissa
and Christopher Puher.

For more information, please contact Dianne O’Hara at
[cnrc.care@gmail.com] or April Humes, MA, LPC at
[humeslpc@gmail.com].

Church Based Mental Health Services~
If you or someone you know is in need of low cost mental
health services, please contact April Humes at
732-867-8647 or [humeslpc@gmail.com] and ask for a
telephone screening. April is a licensed professional
counselor who provides services on our church campus.
She is available to see clients (church members and
non-church members alike).
The fee for the services is a sliding scale suggested
donation. Services will not be denied to anyone due to
financial circumstances.
Memorial Fund donations have been received
in memory of Fred Kluge, Martha Woodruff,
and Joe and Lois Wier.

Address Update Reminder~
Just a reminder that all the houses and buildings on
Route 537 have been renumbered. The church’s mailing
address remains PO Box 57, Colts Neck, NJ 07722; yet
the mailing address for Scott and Kay Brown is now 135
Route 537, Colts Neck, NJ 07722. The physical address
for the church is 139 Route 537. Please update your address books to reflect these new numbers.
Dear Church Family,

Dear Church Family,
I hope you forgive me for the fact that this note comes
three years late, but I want to thank you all from the
bottom of my heart for everything you have done for me
and my family after my husband, Chris, passed away.
From the food, cards, donations, love and support we
received when it first happened, to your continued love,
support, and friendship to this day. I am humbled. I thank
God every day to have been given CNRC as my church
family,
With love and gratitude, Nancy Holm

I would like to thank my church family and friends for their
thoughts, cards, and prayers during my recovery.
Lilyan Gassaway

The Chronic Illness/Pain Support Group

meets the first Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m. at
Perkins restaurant in Colts Neck. Our upcoming meetings
will be on Monday, February 5th and Monday, March 5th.
For more information, please email or call Lonnie Howlett
at [lonniespms@hotmail.com] or 732-833-8394.
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~Women’s Overnight and Day Retreats a Refreshing Time Away~
The Lessons of our Lives through the Parables of Jesus

Over the course of a weekend and a day, 45 women from our church family had the chance to retreat together, to renew
old friendships and make new ones. They had time to take a walk, time to take a nap, enjoy several meals together and,
oh yes, re-interpret some of the parables for modern times. Thanks to Debi Jensen for leading and sharing in such a
warm and wonderful way.
(Worship Schedule, continued from page 12)

Sunday March 11th
Fourth Sunday of Lent. Lance Welch is our confirmation class liturgist and Celebration
Ringers and the Sanctuary Choir offer service music. The theme is “Giving Up Enemies” using the scripture text of Luke
19:37-44. Loving our enemies can sometimes feel like as idealistic a notion as instantaneous world peace, but Jesus
showed us that caring even for those who persecute you is a real, actionable mandate that we can carry out by following
Jesus’ example. Peace isn’t just a far-off fantasy. Jesus wept over Jerusalem because the people following him
misunderstood his message to be about peace in Heaven instead of on Earth. We call Jesus the Prince of Peace, but do
we really believe and live like peace is possible in our world today?
Sunday March 18th
Fifth Sunday of Lent. “Giving Up Our Lives” – Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:1-45. God
creates life from death, nothingness, and hopelessness. The Bible is full of such paradoxes, as Jesus tells us that those
who try to keep their lives will die, but those who give up their lives for others will live. We are used to thinking of life in
terms of fixed beginnings and ends, but the story of Jesus calls us to throw away our old categories and embrace God's
larger vision of eternal life that begins here and now. Echo Ringers and the Sanctuary Choir offer their musical talents.
Hadley Schachter is confirmation liturgist.
Sunday March 25th
Palm Sunday. On this holy day we recall Jesus’ entrance to Jerusalem. With shouts of
“Hosanna” (which means “save us”) we begin the Holy Week leading up to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Our four children’s choirs share their musical talents at both worship services. Palms will be given to all
worshipers as a symbol of the day and a means of remembering our role in the eternal drama of salvation.
Thursday, March 29th
Our Maundy Thursday service will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. As we recall
Jesus’ gathering with his disciples, we have a very special worship service—a profound drama of a “Living Last Supper”
which includes Communion that will be shared as we remember the sacrifice and hope that is found in Jesus.
Friday, March 30th
Good Friday. At 7:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary we gather for a memorable and dramatic service of increasing darkness as we recall the crucifixion. The sanctuary lights will gradually diminish as
goodness and grace seemingly are overpowered by the forces of evil as Jesus hangs on the cross. We are
ever-reminded though that, while a day of desolation for Jesus, we call it “good” Friday because of the fact that we are
reconciled back to God and will never be forsaken. Music will be offered by the Sanctuary Choir.
Sunday, April 1st
Easter Sunday – Festival services of worship resounding with sounds of “Alleluia” and
the beauty of lilies and tulips. Worship times are: 7:00 a.m. (Easter dawn service), 9:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. The dawn
service will be held outside, weather permitting, in the cemetery adjacent to the church (use the regular parking lot).
Dress comfortably; we stand through this 30-35 minute service. In case of inclement weather, the service will be held
inside the sanctuary. The Sanctuary Choir and Exultation Ringers will offer music at the two later, identical services.
Church school and youth choir rehearsals are suspended on this day.
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COLTS NECK REFORMED CHURCH
P. O. BOX 57
COLTS NECK, N. J. 07722

Return Service Requested

February/March Worship Schedule
Sunday, February 4th
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany. We share the sacrament of communion at both services. The
Alleluia Choir and the Exultation Ringers will provide special worship music. Also, members of the youth groups will be receiving
a donation of a dollar or a can of soup for Open Door – the food pantry in Freehold as part of the “Souper Bowl of Caring.”
Sunday, February 11th
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany. Rachel Howard serves as liturgist and our Cherub choir
share the gift of their talent at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. services.
Wednesday, February 14th
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent. Private prayer with a pastor and the
imposition of ashes will be available in the sanctuary during three times during the day. More information can be found in
the article on the front page of this newsletter. A brief service will be held at noon. In addition to receiving ashes, there is
the opportunity to be anointed with oil of healing.
Sunday, February 18th
First Sunday of Lent. We begin our Lenten sermon series with “Giving Up Control” based
on Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Matthew 4:1-11. Adam and Eve disobeyed God, thinking that they knew better than he did, with
disastrous consequences. While being tempted in the wilderness, Jesus denied his own impulses and followed God's will.
In the modern world, where we are used to having control over so many things, we often fail to seek God's will for our lives
and try to call all the shots ourselves. God wants us to deny ourselves and give him the final say when we are charting out
the course of our lives. The Sanctuary Choir provides service music.
Sunday, February 25th
Second Sunday of Lent. We will worship God in a wonderful way as our youth choir,
Jubilation!, shares the musical “#GRACEWINS” at both the 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. worship services. Featuring some of the
most popular songs in Christian music today, this musical illustrates through music, readings, and skits how God’s
amazing grace works in and through our lives and how grace always wins!
Sunday, March 4th
Third Sunday of Lent. “Giving Up Expectations” – Genesis 12:1-4a; John 3:1-17; Abraham
followed God's call to leave his homeland and travel to the place God promised his descendants, even though he didn't
know how it would all work out. When Nicodemus is talking to Jesus, he has a hard time understanding what God's grace
is really about because he is used to thinking in terms of religious structure. Sometimes we just can’t know what’s going on
or what’s coming next. God doesn't guarantee any future circumstances or uninterrupted prosperity, but we can trust that
God will be with us through whatever circumstances we face and that God will work with us to make the best result out of
even the most hopeless of places. Kiersten Geissler is liturgist, Joyful Ringers and Angel Choir lead musical praise and the
sacrament of communion is celebrated and shared.
(Continued on page 11, see Worship Schedule)

