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The 2020 Bartimaeus Kinsler Institute 
Feb 17-21, 2020 • Camp Forest Home  •  Ventura River Watershed, CA 

Above: Painted for the 2019 BKI - “Bartimaeus Billabong” by Australian Indigenous artist, Safina Stewart. www.artbysafina.com.au. 
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Welcome to the 2020 Bartimaeus Kinsler Institute!  

     This is a space for building capacity in, for and with the radi-
cal discipleship movement, a community of those who wish truly 
to “see and follow the Way.” This is our 24th Institute (see sum-
maries of past programs on a wide variety of topics run since 
2007 at www.bcm-net.org/study/bartimaeus-institute).  We seek 
to curate learning community that is ecumenical and interfaith, 
intergenerational and multicultural, and intersectional between 
seminary and sanctuary, streets and soil, soma and psyche.  

     Our focus this year is the personal and political history and 
legacies of settler colonialism.  Our objectives are to promote 
settler “response-abilities” to past and present Indigenous jus-
tice, and to nurture practices of “decolonizing discipleship.” This 
work involves both inward and outward journeys to understand 
and “re-vise” how the devised stories and distorted values of 
colonization that mis-shape our identity and vocation. 

     We hope that our cohort process centered in critical reflec-
tion on our family and community narratives will help settlers 
better imagine and strategize how we can: 

 pursue healing from the “moral injury,” unearned privilege 
or suffering and “hauntings” of colonization; through a 

 commitment to naming, understanding, resisting and 
transforming historical and current structures of settler 
colonialism within us and around us; in order to  

 embody deeper practices of restorative solidarity and rela-
tionship with Indigenous communities. 

We pray this week will help settlers and our Indigenous friends 
become more faithful disciples and reliable allies, building trust 
and forging a new path together.  

   Thanks for joining us here in traditional Chumash territory in 
the beautiful Ventura River watershed!      
             

 —Elaine, Ched, Chris & the Program Planning Committee  

2018 BKI Conference Artist Sarah Holst 
reimagined our BCM oak tree logo with  

Bartimaeus etched as an arborglyph and the 
struggle for Life filling the branches.   

 Esteemed elders Gloria and Ross 
Kinsler have been mentors and 
friends for more than 30 years. As 
Presbyterian missionaries in Cen-
tral America they promoted popu-
lar theological education and 
Sanctuary solidarity. After their 
retirement Gloria served on our 
BCM board for a decade, and she 
and Ross supported our efforts 
with Word & World Schools & the 
Sabbath Economics Collaborative.   

 We honor their legacy through 
the name of our February Insti-
tutes.  This is the first year Gloria 
and Ross won’t join us at our 
opening night, as their health is 
deteriorating (above, we visited 
them earlier this month at their 
skilled nursing facility).  We pray 
for them, their caregivers and 
family, and give thanks for their 
faithful lives and work. 
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Hukišunuškuy:  

A Ventureño Chumash phrase that  

connotes a different kind of  settling:  

“Promising to do something together...”  
                          —Matthew Vestuto 

https://www.bcm-net.org/study/bartimaeus-institute
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SCHEDULE 

Monday Feb 17  
(Note: All meals and plenary sessions are in Allen Hall.)  
 

9:30-11 am:  A1  Matthew Vestuto’s “Ventura Watershed Tour.”   
With a focus on tšumaš place names, we’ll travel the length of the 
valley, from the river mouth to Forest Home Camp, gaining a deeper 
understanding of local culture, history and language from Chumash 
scholar Vestuto. Note:  Limit 10 participants per tour; be sure and 
signed up. Meet at Oak Ridge Inn parking lot at 9:15 am sharp. 

2:00-5:00 pm       Arrival & Registration  Outside Allen Hall 

 - Signups for workshops & caucuses  

 - Conference Artist exhibits, Resource Tables. Hansen  

 - BKI slideshow. Allen Hall 

3:00 pm Leadership Orientation and Prayer (resource persons and  
cohort facilitators)  Live Oak South 
 

5:15 pm Camp Orientation & Community Welcome 

5:40 pm Dinner  

6:35 pm Opening Plenary of Welcome 

 - Music curated by “Sonnymandrake & the Dubious Algorhythm”  

 - Altar Blessing & Invocations: Rev. Robert Two Bulls (Oglala   
   Lakota), Julie Tumamait-Stenslie (Chumash band leader) 

 - Ceremony of Welcome to Territory: Julie Tumamait-Stenslie 

 - Introduction of Interlocutors and Elder 

 - “Mapping” BKI Participants  

7:20 pm Introduction to Theme: “The Nightmares of ‘Sleeping Dogs’”  
Elaine Enns & Ched Myers (BCM)  

8:10 pm   Cohort meetups (self introductions) 

8:45 pm Introduction of Chaplains, Announcements 
Benediction by Shady Hakim, BCM Board chair 

8:55 pm       Signups for chaplains, workshops, tours  

9:00 pm       Close 
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Matthew Vestuto 

Robert Two Bulls 

Julie Tumamait-Stenslie  

Shady Hakim 

Sonny Mandrake 
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Tuesday Feb 18 
 

6:00 am Meditation & Yoga, Matt Cobb 

7:00 am Spiritual practices, 1 on1s  

8:00 am    Breakfast 

9:00 am Plenary Worship   

  Bible Study: “Naboth’s nahala (I Kg 21)” Ched Myers  

  Framing: “Where did our people come from & how?” Elaine Enns 

10:00 am Break (announcements, group photo outside) 

10:30 am Cohort I   

12:30 pm Lunch 

2:00 pm Council I 

3:15 pm Break 

3:30 pm Plenary I: Interlocutor Reflections 

4:30 pm Break 

4:45 pm Workshops (Optional) 

A2:  Matthew Vestuto: “Ventura Watershed Tour.”  Meet at Hansen at 4:30. 

B:  Josh & Grecia Lopez Reyes: “La Creacion Gime: Indigenous Faith, Re-
sistance and Justice in Honduras.” Respondent: June Lorenzo. A conversation 
about the BCM–sponsored project exploring Indigenous resilience and eco jus-
tice. Next month Grecia and Josh will lead a team to Honduras to commemo-
rate the anniversary of the martyrdom of environmental activist Berta Caceres. 
Their journey will be documented on film and released later this year. Josh is a 
Methodist pastor in L.A. and Grecia is an organizer with Los Angeles Alliance 
for a New Economy; Lorenzo is a human rights lawyer.  Live Oak S. 

C:  Ched Myers: “Indigenizing the Gospel in Your Watershed.” Respondent: 
Brooke Prentis. We’ll work with “re-placing” the story of Jesus’ baptism by 
John the Baptist among the Indigenous peoples of your watershed as an inter-
active exercise in analogical imagination. Ched is co-director of BCM; Prentis is 
an Aboriginal Christian leader and CEO of Common Grace. Live Oak N. 

D: Sarah Holst, Bob Two Bulls & Chris Wight: “Conversation with BKI Visual 
Artists.” A deep dive into the artistic imagination and process.  Holst was BKI 
Artist-in-Residence in 2018; Two Bulls in 2019; Wight in 2017. Hansen 

Caucuses: Allen Hall 

6:00  Break 

6:15 pm Dinner 

7:15 pm Announcements, Music  

7:30 pm Campfire Storytelling  
(Julie Tumamait-Stenslie) 

9:00 pm   Close 

Sarah Holst 

June Lorenzo 

Grecia and Josh 
Lopez Reyes 
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Questions for BKI Cohorts.  Below are questions regarding the Storylines you’ll work with at the 
BKI.  There are more here than you’ll have time to share about in cohorts.  Concentrate on ones you 
know the most about, are most interested in, and/or seem the most revelatory!  You are not limited to 
these, but do try to address them. Most importantly, try to “encounter” these questions and issues, not 
just “answer” them, because this is a spiritual exercise in transformation, not just information.  Engage 
these queries with your heart/emotional body, not just your head. If any questions are not relevant to 
your family history, feel free to make adjustments.  
 

  Preparatory: Basic pieces of the social history we are inviting you to explore.    

Which one immigrant family line will you explore at BKI 2020?   

How many generations back did these ancestors immigrate to North America?  (E.g.: You 
immigrated; or a parent; or a grandparent; a great-grandparent, etc.) 

During which of the following periods did this immigration occur: prior to 1700; 1700s; 
1800-1850; 1850-1900; 1900-1950; between 1950 and today? 

In what U.S. or Canadian region(s) did your immigrant ancestors settle?  Pacific; Moun-
tain; Prairies; Atlantic, etc. 

What was the primary tongue that your immigrant ancestor spoke in their country of 
origin?  

What was the class stratum of your ancestor?  Poor/peasant; working class; middle class; 
landed gentry; other.  
 

Tuesday cohort:  Where did your people come from, and what did they carry with them?  

What kind of land(s) or cities did your immigrant ancestors leave in the Old World 
(topology, ecology, fertility, built environments)?  Who did they leave behind, and what 
homes or livelihoods?  Why did other family or community members stay?  Did they re-
main connected? 

Was their emigration voluntary or forced?  What were larger push (e.g. war, famine, 
persecution) and pull factors (e.g. family reunification, economic opportunity, religious 
freedom), and other political forces (boom or bust, poverty or affluence, social violence 
or privilege) that shaped their movements during that particular historical period? 

Were your ancestor(s) advantaged or marginalized during their immigrant journey (did 
they travel as stowaways or in suites; was the journey long or dangerous)?  Did they 
come as a large family or community, or individually?  Did they have legal documents?  
Were they promised land or work in the new country? If they incurred travel debt, how 
was it paid off?  

What faith tradition(s) did they practice, and what spiritual impacts did immigration have? 

What immigration/migration stories are told easily and often in your 
family, and with what affect in both storyteller and listeners?  Which 
have been silenced, denied or covered up, and what feelings do 
you have about that?  How were/are women and sexual minorities 
portrayed, and was/is gendered violence or discrimination ad-
dressed?  What stories might lie beneath the surface of your com-
munal narrative (especially of pain and loss)?  Do you see evi-
dence of intergenerational trauma or un-resolved historic pain in 
these stories, and if so, how does it get articulated or manifested?  
How do you carry intergenerational pain, loss, shame or pride? 
 https://adventitiousviolet.com 

BKI2020:  Unsettling Histories | Decolonizing Discipleship | hukišunuškuy  
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Wednesday Feb 19 

 

6:00 am Meditation & Yoga, Matt Cobb 

7:00 am Spiritual practices, 1 on1s   

8:00 am    Breakfast 

9:00 am Plenary Worship   

 Framing: “Where did our people come to?” Elaine & Ched 

9:35 am Break 

9:45 am Blanket Exercise led by Robert Two Bulls 

11:15 am Break  

11:30 pm Plenary Processing 

12:30 pm  Lunch 

2:00 pm Cohort II  

3:15 pm Break 

3:30 pm Council II 

4:30 pm Break 

4:45 pm Plenary II 

6:00 pm Break  

6:15 pm Dinner 

6:45 pm Gathering, Announcements, Music  

7:15 pm  Announcements, Music  

7:30 pm  An Evening of Song, Story and Art: Cheryl Bear,  
   Harry Lafond & Robert Two Bulls 

9:00 pm   Close 

L:-R:  Harry Lafond,  

Bob Two Bulls,  

Cheryl Bear. 

Above: An oak arbor-
glyph, thought to be a 
Chumash rendering of a 
neophyte taking com-
munion from a Spanish 
priest, dated to the early 
1800s. Photographed by 
Ched in Tajiguas Canyon 
(former site of the Chu-
mash village of taxiwa), 
northwest of Santa Bar-
bara in 1974. 
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Questions for Wednesday cohort:  Where did your people come to in North America, who did 
they displace, and what impact did their settlement have on the land and populace? 

Where and why did your immigrant ancestors first land in the New World, and did they 
settle far from there?  

Did the land have geographic characteristics similar to what they’d left?  

How soon did they acquire land or housing—if at all?   

How were they impacted by opportunities (i.e. direct or indirect subsidies) or obstacles, 
and how were these narrated to posterity?   

What new forces of push and pull did they encounter here?   

How soon did they procure jobs and education, and under what conditions?   

How important were social networks (including religion) and/or ethnic associations in 
determining the where/when/how of your ancestors’ settlement?   

Who did they befriend or remain suspicious of?  

Who were the Indigenous people(s) in the area your ancestors settled, and what was 
happening to them as your people moved in?   

What local settler practices or official government policies (especially treaties) impact-
ed local native communities?   

Do you know any family stories of Indigenous encounters?   

Did your family exhibit interest in Indigenous culture or history, past or present?   

Can you sketch a timeline of significant events in the colonization of the area your peo-
ple settled from both Indigenous and settler perspectives?  How is that history marked 
on the local landscape (i.e. by place names or monuments), and in whose language? 

In your family/communal narrative do you find traces of presumptive entitlement, e.g.: 

  terra nullius (“no one was doing anything with the land when we arrived”);  

  superiority complexes (“we came here and made things better”); 

  Manifest Destiny ideology (“it’s just Progress”)?   

How were prejudices toward Indigenous or other ethnic groups expressed, were they 
recognized as prejudice, and how might you have internalized them (even uncon-
sciously)?   

How might your people have been complicit in—or challenged—events or systems that 
traumatized others (e.g. displacement of Indigenous peoples, slave trade, class op-
pression)?    

How are such matters processed or 
erased in your family story; how does that 
feel spiritually? 

What is missing from your family/
communal stories? How does it feel to  
carry the silences?   

How was your people’s Old World ethnicity 
lost, overwritten or suppressed (by internal 
or external forces), and/or distorted by 
dominant cultural myths? What does this 
mean for your spirituality and identity?  

BKI2020:  Unsettling Histories | Decolonizing Discipleship | hukišunuškuy  
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Thursday Feb 20 
 

6:00 am Meditation & Yoga, Matt Cobb 

7:00 am Spiritual practices, 1 on1s (optional)  

8:00 am    Breakfast 

9:00 am Plenary Worship   

  Bible Study: “...seven more demons came back...” Ched Myers  

  Framing:  “What does restorative solidarity in our place require of us now?” Elaine Enns 

10:10 am Break  

10:30 am Cohort III   

12:30 pm Lunch 

2:00 pm Council III  

3:15 pm Break 

3:30 pm Plenary III 

4:30 pm Break 

4:45 pm Workshops (Optional) 

A3:  Matthew Vestuto: “Ventura Watershed Tour.” Meet at Hansen at 4:30. 

E. Andrew McLeod: “Stolen Lands Inventory.” Respondent: Kat Friesen.  Participants will: learn 
how to map your watershed using historic resources to illuminate past and present issues of displace-
ment; and engage in a brief mapping of the Forest Home vicinity.  McLeod, a student of history and 
geography, runs Confluence Tours to teach Sacramento’s forgotten land struggles, and is author of 
Holy Cooperation! Building Graceful Economies.  Friesen is a Mennonite pastor, educator and re-
storative justice practitioner in Fresno, CA who works with incarcerated 
people through the Insight Garden Program. 

F. Jordan Cantwell, Harry Lafond, Cheryl Bear & Sara Stratton: 
“What Canada’s TRC Has Taught Us (and What Americans Can 
Learn).”  A conversation among two Indigenous and two settler Canadi-
ans who participated deeply in the TRC process.  See description of Ple-
nary Panel below for bios.  TRC photo right: Erin Green.  

G.  Jonathan Cordero: “Settler Moves to Innocence.” Respondent: Brooke Prentis. 
We’ll discuss how settlers talk about innocence and its underlying significance. 
Cordero teaches sociology at California Lutheran University and serves in both Ohlone 
and Chumash communities.  Prentis is CEO of Common Grace, Australia. 

H:  Julie Tumamait-Stenslie: “Local Plant Walk.” Chumash band leader Julie will 
lead a tour of Camp Forest Home grounds , identifying native plants and their uses.  
Meet outside Hansen Lounge at 4:30, wear good walking shoes. 

Caucuses: Allen Hall 

6:00  Break 

6:15 pm Dinner 

7:15 pm Announcements, Music  

7:30 pm Panel on the Canadian Truth & Reconciliation Process.   
Harry Lafond (Muskeg Cree) is former Executive Director of the Office of the Treaty Com-
missioner, SK. Cheryl Bear (Nadleh Whut ’en First Nation) is a cultural worker, educator and 
musician.  Jordan Cantwell is former Moderator of the United Church of Canada who focused 
on implementing the TRC Calls to Action.  Sara Stratton has served The United Church of Can-
ada as Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice Animator since 2015.   

8:45-10 pm     The “Traci Cloud Birthday Dance Party”!  Allen (Quiet Party in Hansen) 

Jonathan Cordero  

Right: “Buffalo,”  

by Robert Two Bulls. 
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  Questions for Thursday cohort: What are pressing issues of Indigenous justice where you 
now live.  How can you work to improve relationships & solidarity with local native communi-
ties? 
 
How far is where you currently live from where you were born or raised, and from where 
your immigrant ancestors first settled?  What personal and political forces drove your family 
or individual moves around North America, and how did that effect your sense of identity 
and home?   

When and how did you/your family “become white” through assimilation? Do you retain 
any old country ethnic traditions (i.e. language, food, customs, music, trades)?   

What cultural losses do you feel existentially; if you don’t really care, why not?  What are 
the spiritual ramifications? 

What do you know about the culture and history of Indigenous peoples in your area, and 
about the current landscape of settler privilege and Indigenous marginalization?   

Do you live on treaty land or proximate to other forms of Indigenous sovereignty?  How 
might you practice covenant even if official agreements were never made or have been 
abrogated?   

The ways we settlers exonerate ourselves, soothe our guilt, and/or position ourselves as 
“unknowing” regarding the legacy of colonization are sometimes called “moves to inno-
cence.”  Some typical ones are below; which do you employ (even unconsciously), and 
how might you change such practices?  

 Willful ignorance ( “agnosia”): not knowing (or caring about) past or present violations of  
colonization.   

 Personal disassociation: embracing an ahistorical individualism; understanding ourselves as 
free-floating entities, untethered and unaccountable to a past which is not “our fault”; disin-
terested in how we continue to benefit from this past in the present; and concerned only with 
determining our personal future.  (For “post-Christians” this often takes the form of renounc-
ing Christianity as the root of all colonial pathologies, as if repudiating that tradition will 
somehow exonerate them from having to face that history and render it accountable, such 
as Doctrines of Discovery.) 

 Rationalized acknowledgment:  Stipulating that although colonization “may have” resulted in 
some violence and dispossession (vaguely stated), such things (though regrettable) must be 
accepted as “collateral damage” in the march of Progress, and were “historically inevitable.”  

 Exoneration by conscientization:  “Progressive” activists often try to “fix” agnosia through 
developing critical consciousness, as if learning facts about past or present injustice and 
righteously denouncing it somehow affords us clemency.  Analysis alone doesn’t absolve us 
of “response-ability,” nor does it always empower the required personal and political change. 

 Eclipsing impact with intent: Claiming that the violence of colonization was not our ances-
tor’s intent, as if private intentions are more important than the impacts of actions.  

What signs of Indigenous Resurgence do you see in your region now? How might you 
better encounter and support these efforts?  How might you deepen and broaden the re-
lationships you currently have with native communities?   

How do local Indigenous peoples and their concerns help you decide priorities in your or-
ganizing, educational or pasto-
ral work?   

What are concrete opportunities 
for family, ecclesial and political 
reparations in your area locally, 
regionally or nationally?   

BKI2020:  Unsettling Histories | Decolonizing Discipleship | hukišunuškuy  
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Friday Feb 21   
  

  

8-8:45 am    Breakfast; move out of tents & cabins 

9:00 am Plenary: Announcements 

9:15 am       Cohort IV (Evaluations, “memos-to-self)  

10:00 am Plenary IV: Closing comments from Interlocutors  

10:45 am Break 

11:00 am Closing Worship/Covenanting Ceremony.   

12:00 pm   Adjourn, Clean up, Departures (lunch on your own)     

 We appreciate help breaking down the Institute if you have spare 
time & energy. We need to completely vacate the campus by 1pm. 

1-4 pm   Those still around are invited to gather at Beach House Tacos on 
the Ventura Beach Pier for the no-host lunch tradition! 

 

 

 

  

BKI2020:  Unsettling Histories | Decolonizing Discipleship | hukišunuškuy  

The Hansen Gallery will be 
open all week, featuring: 

 Exhibits by current and for-
mer BKI Conference Artists. 

 Resource Tables featuring 
BCM, Wipf & Stock and BKI 
participant publications and 
music. 

Please check it out during breaks, 
and support our community artists 
and scholars!   

The Lounge is also our “quiet 
space” for rest and small conver-
sations throughout the week. 
 

 

Right: Ventura River Watershed, by BKI 
208 Artist-in-Residence Sarah Holst 

(https://www.sarahholstart.com).   
Posters of this print are available for 

$10 at the Resource table. 

https://www.sarahholstart.com/
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Julie Tumamait-Stenslie is Tribal Chairperson for the Barbareño/Ventureño Band of 
Mission Indians formed in 2003 and seeking federal tribal status. She traces her father’s 
family lineage throughout Chumash historical homelands to before the 1769 Portolá Expe-
dition into Alta California.  She works as a cultural resources consultant, providing guidance 
for private groups and government regulatory agencies.  Julie grew up in the Ojai area and 
lives near the birthplace of her great, great grandmother, Maria Ricarda Alulalmeque in the 
Chumash village of Matilija.  Learn more at www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZbRNE-Qx6s.  

Robert Two Bulls is a member of the Oglala Lakota tribe, and Missioner of The Depart-
ment of Indian Work for the Episcopal Church in Minnesota.  He serves as Vicar of All 
Saints Indian Mission in Minneapolis, which hosts First Nations Kitchen, and founded the 
redshirtproject.org on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Learn more at all-
saintsindianmission.com; firstnationskitchen.org & youtube.com/watch?v=UPdXue1xuPM.  

Cheryl Bear of the Nadleh Whut’en First Nation serves as the Indigenous Relations Spe-
cialist with a focus on providing leadership and education to Canadian Baptist churches 
seeking to be more engaged with First Nations communities. Dr. Bear is also an award-
winning singer/songwriter and educator.  Learn more at https://cherylbear.com/. 

June Lorenzo, Laguna Pueblo and Dene, is in-house attorney for her tribe in New Mexi-
co.  She has worked in Congress on religious freedom issues, voting rights, minority lan-
guage issues and Spanish colonial law.  As a human rights lawyer she advocates for imple-
mentation of the U.N. Declaration of Rights for Indigenous Peoples.  An elder at Laguna 
Presbyterian church, she coauthored a report on the Doctrine of Discovery for the PCUSA 
(www.pcusa.org/news/2018/6/20/native-american-speaker-says-repudiating-discovery/).  

Brooke Prentis is a Wakka Wakka woman and Aboriginal Christian Leader. She is a 
founding board member of NAIITS Australia, a Scholar with the Australian Centre for Chris-
tianity and Culture, a writer, community pastor, and advocate.  Brooke serves as the CEO 
of Common Grace and Coordinator of the Grasstree Gathering. Learn more at com-
mongrace.org.au/brookeprentis and grasstreegathering.org.au.  

Jonathan Cordero, Ph.D. (Chumash/Ohlone) is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Cali-
fornia Lutheran University, Co-Director of the Lulapin Chumash Foundation, and Chairper-
son of the Association of Ramaytush Ohlone. Dr. Cordero serves as a leader, speaker, and 
activist in the broader Ohlone and Chumash communities, and recently co-authored the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day Proclamation for the City and County of San Francisco. Learn 
more at https://openspace.sfmoma.org/2019/11/landless-in-the-bay-area/. 

Harry and Germaine Lafond.  Harry is former Executive Director of the Office of the 
Treaty Commissioner, Saskatchewan. Working in both politics and academics, he is an ad-
vocate for Cree language development, board chair of the First Nations Trust, former chief 
of his Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, and Director of Education and principal of Kihiw Waciston 
School. Germaine is Métis who grew up speaking Michif (Cree and French), and is a 
retired educator.  They have five children and have lived a journey of reconciliation 
between their Catholic faith and Cree spirituality and communities.  Learn more at 
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/cree-christian-and-questioning-the-catholic-
church-one-man-s-journey-in-faith-1.4477750. 

Matthew Vestuto is on the board of the Advocates for Indigenous California Language 
Survival, serves as language program coordinator for the Barbareño/Ventureño Band of 
Mission Indians and director of the Tšumaš Transcription Project. He graduated from Ever-
green State College where he focused on Language Revitalization, Linguistics and Media.   
See more at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukga7igNi7c and https://prezi.com/
nyd_s2yciqnf/kiyalaqwaywu/.   
 

Indigenous Resource People  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZbRNE-Qx6s
http://www.redshirtproject.org
file:///C:/Users/Inquiries/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/22784F7H/allsaintsindianmission.com
file:///C:/Users/Inquiries/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/22784F7H/allsaintsindianmission.com
http://firstnationskitchen.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPdXue1xuPM
https://cherylbear.com/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2018/6/20/native-american-speaker-says-repudiating-discovery/
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2018/6/20/native-american-speaker-says-repudiating-discovery/
http://commongrace.org.au/brookeprentis
http://commongrace.org.au/brookeprentis
http://www.grasstreegathering.org.au
http://www.callutheran.edu/faculty/profile.html?id=jcordero
https://openspace.sfmoma.org/2019/11/landless-in-the-bay-area/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/cree-christian-and-questioning-the-catholic-church-one-man-s-journey-in-faith-1.4477750
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/cree-christian-and-questioning-the-catholic-church-one-man-s-journey-in-faith-1.4477750
https://aicls.org/
https://aicls.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukga7igNi7c
https://prezi.com/nyd_s2yciqnf/kiyalaqwaywu/
https://prezi.com/nyd_s2yciqnf/kiyalaqwaywu/
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Thank you to the many hands that wove together this gathering: 

Program Planning Committee: Bob Two Bulls, June Lorenzo, Matthew  

    Vestuto, Elizabeth Gibbs-Zehnder, Nathan Holst, Tim Nafziger, Art Cribbs,  

    Elaine Enns & Ched Myers. 

Amardon Staff Team: The Tireless Chris Wight, Lisa Bachman,  

    Joshua Grace, Tevyn East, Jay Beck & Shelby Smith. 

Interlocutors: Bob Two Bulls, June Lorenzo, Cheryl Bear, Matthew Vestuto, 
    Jonathan Cordero, Harry & Germaine Lafond, Brooke Prentis. 

Cohort Facilitators: Bob Two Bulls, Taehoo Lee, Alex Voynow, Jordan Cant  
    well, Sara Stratton, Kat Friesen, Rose Berger, Carter Echols, Joanna Shenk,  
    Tevyn East, Elizabeth Gibbs-Zehnder, Nathan Holst, Matt Cobb, Luke Winslow. 

Workshop Leaders:  Matthew Vestuto; Josh & Grecia Reyes Lopez; Ched  

    Myers; Sarah Holst, Bob Two Bulls & Chris Wight; Andrew McLeod; Jordan  

    Cantwell, Harry Lafond, Cheryl Bear and Sara Stratton; Jonathan Cordero. 

Chaplains (Coordinator, Elizabeth Gibbs-Zehnder): 

Tuesday: Elizabeth Gibbs Zehnder & C. John Hildebrand  
Wednesday: Taehoo Lee & Joanna Lawrence Shenk  
Thursday: Matt Cobb & Linda Kaufman 
Children’s Chaplain: Tina Mata   
On call Chaplain: Jim Ball 
 

Honorary Elders:  

Tuesday: Germaine Lafond & Nancy Davis  
Wednesday: Lucy Lorenzo & Toni Stuart  
Thursday: Bill Butcher & Jane Spahr  

 

 Respectful Communication Covenant 
R:   Be responsible for what you say, feel and believe; use “I” statements and speak from 

your experience; don’t speak for others; respect differences.  

E:   Be an empathetic listener; don’t assume you understand; hear the speaker out; be  

curious and patient, not quick to judge. 

S:   Be sensitive to differences in communications and learning styles; help create brave 

space for honest sharing; share “air time” equitably. 

P:   Ponder what you are hearing before responding; value the differences in perspective 

that each person brings. 

E:   Examine your own assumptions, biases and context honestly. 

C:   Hold confidentiality if requested; cooperate with the community. 

T:   Trust complexity and tolerate differences; help us start and finish sessions on time by 

being prompt. 

F:    Feel emotions that come up during the week; don’t just stay in your head! 

U:    Work to be honest about and to unlearn internalized patterns of race, class sexuality 

and gender prejudice, oppression and/or superiority/inferiority. 

L:    Leave cell phones off during sessions; take any calls outside during breaks. 
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Tues: “Naboth’s nahala: Tale of Two Queens (An Archetypal Parable of Settler Colonialism)” 
 

 I Kings 21:1-24 (NRS) 

Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard in Jezreel, beside the palace of King Ahab of Sa-
maria.  

2
And Ahab said to Naboth, "Give me your vineyard, so that I may have it for a veg-

etable garden, because it is near my house; I will give you a better vineyard for it; or, if it 
seems good to you, I will give you its value in money."  

3
But Naboth said to Ahab, "The 

LORD forbid that I should give you my ancestral inheritance." 

  
4
Ahab went home resentful and sullen because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had said 

to him; for he had said, "I will not give you my ancestral inheritance." He lay down on his 
bed, turned away his face, and would not eat.  

5
His wife Jezebel came to him and said, 

"Why are you so depressed that you will not eat?"  
6
He said to her, "Because I spoke to 

Naboth the Jezreelite and said to him, 'Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if you 
prefer, I will give you another vineyard for it'; but he answered, 'I will not give you my vine-
yard.'"  

7
His wife Jezebel said to him, "Do you now govern Israel? Get up, eat some food, 

and be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite." 
8
So she wrote letters in Ahab's name and sealed them with his seal; she sent the let-

ters to the elders and the nobles who lived with Naboth in his city.  
9
She wrote in the let-

ters, "Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth at the head of the assembly; 
10

seat two scoundrels 
opposite him, and have them bring a charge against him, saying, 'You have cursed God 
and the king.' Then take him out, and stone him to death."    

11
The men of his city, the elders and the nobles who lived in his city, did as Jezebel 

had sent word to them. Just as it was written in the letters that she had sent to them,  
12

they proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the head of the assembly.  
13

The two 
scoundrels came in and sat opposite him; and the scoundrels brought a charge against 
Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, "Naboth cursed God and the king." So they 
took him outside the city, and stoned him to death.   

14
Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, "Naboth has been stoned; he is dead."  

15
As soon 

as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, "Go, 
take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for 
money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead."  

16
As soon as Ahab heard that Naboth was 

dead, Ahab set out to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take posses-
sion of it.  

17
Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying:  

18
Go down to meet 

King Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria; he is now in the vineyard of Naboth, where he 
has gone to take possession.   

19
You shall say to him, "Thus says the LORD: Have you killed, and also  

taken possession?"  
You shall say to him, "Thus says the LORD: In the place where dogs  
licked up the blood of Naboth, dogs will also lick up your blood." 

20
Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you found me, O my enemy?"  He answered, "I have found 

you. Because you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the LORD,  
21

I will 
bring disaster on you; I will consume you, and will cut off from Ahab every male, bond or 
free, in Israel;  

22
and I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat, and 

like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have provoked me to anger and 
have caused Israel to sin.  

23
Also concerning Jezebel the LORD said, 'The dogs shall eat 

Jezebel within the bounds of Jezreel.'  
24

Anyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city 
the dogs shall eat; and anyone of his who dies in the open country the birds of the air 
shall eat."   

Texts for Bible Studies 

BKI2020:  Unsettling Histories | Decolonizing Discipleship | hukišunuškuy  
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Thursday:  “Healing Haunted Bodies & Body Politics: The Courage to Keep Going Deeper” 
 

Luke 11:24–26 (NRS) 

When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions look-

ing for a resting place, but not finding any, it says, “I will return to my house from which I 

came.” When it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other 

spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is 

worse than the first.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 5:31-32 (NRS) 

31
 Jesus said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but  

those who are sick;  
32

 I have come to call not the righteous but sinners  

to repentance."   
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See W&S discount flyers at Book Table 

Common Word donated an array of decoloniza-
tion resources to the BKI, proceeds going to our 
scholarship fund.  Please purchase them at the 
Book Table.  www.commonword.ca/  

C. John Hildebrand made a generous do-
nation to support our Indigenous resource  
persons for this year’s BKI in memory of his 
mother, Katherine Ann Sundquist Hildebrand 
who crossed over on November 27, 2019.  

Born in 1951, Kathy was adopt-
ed from foster care at a very 
young age in Wyoming. This 
experience engendered a spirit 
of resiliency and hospitality that 
guided her life of service to her 
family, friends and church. An 
avid singer and knitter, she 
passed on a deep love of music 
and the arts to her children and 
grandchildren. Her life was cel-
ebrated on January 4, 2020; 
she will be dearly missed. 

 

Thanks to All of Our BKI2020 Donors! 

Marcia  & Clancy 
Dunigan (left) also 
made a substantial 
donation to cover 
costs of our Indige-
nous Resource  
persons.   

Other participants who donated to the 
BKI2020 scholarship fund: Taehoo Lee;  
Nancy Davis; Lisa Bachmann; Caroline Klam; 
Jim Ball; Dave Pritchett; Peter Smith; and  
Andrew McLeod.   

Those unable to make the Institute who do-
nated: Michael Fiala; Julia Fogg; and  
Charletta Erb.   

BCM and those enjoying scholarships and low 
income discounts appreciate this support. 

Thanks also to: CommonWord Bookstore 
(Winnipeg) for donating resources (at left); 
and the Abundant Table Farm Collective for 
supporting the par-
ticipation of Reyna 
Ortega and transla-
tor Linda Quiquivix.  
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Forthcoming this year!!  
Books by Elaine & Ched, 

and their Canadian colleague 
Denise Nadeau.  

From Cascade Books 
Coming to you by mail in  

December (we hope!) 
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Resources from www.ChedMyers.org—Conference Discounted!  

Watershed Discipleship: Reinhabiting Bioregional Faith and 
Practice (Cascade Books, 2016), edited by  Ched Myers. This col-
lection introduces and explores a critical, contextual, and con-
structive approach to ecological theology and practice; 16 con-
tributors.  217 pp.  $20. 
 

Discipulado de la Cuenca: Una introduccion a la fe y la practi-
ca biorregionales (San Jose, Costa Rica: Universidad Biblica 
Latinoamericana, 2017). By Ched Myers. An 80 page primer by 
Ched on Watershed Discipleship, translated into Spanish and 
published by UBL.$10 

 

Our God is Undocumented: Biblical Faith and Immigrant Rights 
(Orbis Books, 2012), Ched Myers & Matthew Colwell.  Five biblical 
reflections and 5 profiles of contemporary immigrant rights activ-
ists.  228 pp.  $20. 

 

Ambassadors of Reconciliation.  Vol. I: N.T. Reflections 
on Restorative Justice and Peacemaking.  Paper, 160 pp.  
$15.  Vol. II: Diverse Christian Practices of Restorative 
Justice and Peacemaking.  173 pp.  $18. $30 for both. Or-
bis Books, 2009, Ched Myers and Elaine Enns. Offers four 
New Testament studies in (Vol. I), and three analytic mod-
els and nine profiles of contemporary Christian practition-
ers of (Vol. II), restorative justice and peacemaking. (Vol II).   

 

Binding the Strong Man: A Political Reading of Mark’s Story of 
Jesus (20th Anniversary Edition, Orbis Books, 2008), Ched My-
ers.  This full-length commentary on Mark’s Gospel, using a socio-
literary method, is considered a classic.  550 pp, new Preface & 
Introduction.   $25.  
 

Who Will Roll Away the Stone? Discipleship Queries for First 
World Christians (Orbis Books, 1994), Ched Myers. The se-
quel to Binding the Strong Man, these reflections represent a 
comprehensive and contextual articulation of a North Ameri-
can theology and praxis of liberation, justice and peace.  495 
pp.  $28 
 

Say to This Mountain: Mark’s Story of Discipleship 
(Orbis Books, 1996), Ched Myers with M. Dennis, J. 
Nangle, C. Moe-Lobeda & S. Taylor.  A popular sum-
mary of Binding the Strong Man, with reflections on 
the contemporary relevance of the text to today’s 
context; ideal for study groups. , 240 pp. $20.   

Spanish Edition: Fe Que Mueve Montañas (SEBILA, Universidad Biblica 
Latinoamericana, 2013).  Translated by H. Horne; focus on the Markan text.   
244 pp. $10.  (Order only) 

 

Resisting the Serpent: Palau’s Struggle for Self-Determina-
tion (Fortkamp Books, 1990), Ched Myers & Robert Aldridge.  
An account of the efforts of a small Micronesian Indigenous na-
tion to inaugurate a nuclear-free Constitution in the face of U.S. 
colonial militarism.  $5.  
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Evaluation Form Name (optional): ____________________________________ 

We want to learn from the strengths and weaknesses of this Institute.  Please rate each of the categories 

from 1 to 5 (1 = least positive, 5 = most positive). 

Promotions  

How did you hear about the BKI?  
(Tick all that apply) 
 email from BCM 
 Word of mouth 
 FaceBook 
 Partner’s Circle E-news 
 Other________________ 

How likely are you to: (rate 1 to 5) 

___ Come to another BKI 

___ Recommend someone else come to a BKI 

___ Actively recruit others to come to a BKI 

___ Report back to your community on your time at 

this BKI 

Logistics  

Pre-institute - Please rate 1 to 5: 

___ Pre-Institute communication/information 

___ Pre-Institute registration process 

___ Transport provided (if applicable) 

___ Registration desk / Sign-in 

___ Program Book 

___ Communication during the Institute 

___ How well did you read emails / info? 

Forest Home - Please rate 1 to 5 as applies: 

___ Forest Home setting/grounds 

___ Forest Home facilities/equipment 

___ Food at Forest Home 

___ Allen Hall (main meeting room) 

___ Hansen (Fireside) room 

___ Live Oak North                 ___ Gazebo 

___ Live Oak South                 ___ FH Grounds 

Registration and Accommodation  

What Registration package did you sign up for?  

(Tick one) 

 Motel (single) 
 Motel (double) 
 Forest Home Cabin 
 Forest Home Platform Tent 
 Commuter 
 Resource Person 

Please rate 1 to 5: 

___ Accommodation quality 

___ How well you were able to sleep/rest 

___ Proximity to the venue 

___ Overall value-for-money (food,  

           accommodation and content) 

___ Affordability 

___ Other __________________________ 

Did you receive financial assistance to attend? (Tick one) 

 

__ Full ride   __ Work-trade Scholarship 

__ Other discount   __ Someone paid for me 

__ No, I fully paid myself 

Institute Program  

Morning Worship 

Please rate 1 to 5: 

___ Tuesday 

___ Wednesday 

___ Thursday 

___ Friday, closing worship 

Morning Framing 

Please rate 1 to 5: 

___ Tuesday (Where our people came from & how) 

___ Wednesday (Where they came to & how) 

___ Thursday (Restorative Solidarity in our place) 
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EVALUATION, p. 2—When finished, cut or tear out and hand to Institute Staff 

Wednesday Blanket Exercise 
Please rate 1 to 5: 
___ Participatory Exercise 
___ Plenary Debriefing  

Morning Bible Study 

Please rate 1 to 5: 

___ Tuesday (Naboth’s Nahala) 

___ Thursday (Seven more Demons) 

Daily Cohorts 

Please rate 1 to 5: 
___ Monday (Introductions) 
___ Tuesday (Where your people came from) 
___ Wednesday (Where your people came to) 
___ Thursday (What do you need to do now?) 

Afternoon Councils (4 cohorts) 
Please rate 1 to 5: 
___ Tuesday (Council I) 
___ Wednesday (Council II) 
___ Thursday (Council III) 

Plenary Interlocutors Reflections 

Please rate 1 to 5: 
___ Tuesday (Interlocutors Reflections I) 
___ Wednesday (Interlocutors Reflections II) 
___ Thursday (Interlocutors Reflections III) 
___ Friday (Interlocutors Reflections IV 

Evening Plenaries 

Please rate 1 to 5: 
___ Monday (Welcome, Opening Plenary) 
___ Tuesday (Storytelling at Campfire 

___ Wednesday (Song, Story, Art) 
___ Thursday (Canadian TRC Panel) 

Workshops  

Tue ___ Honduras ___ Indigenizing the Gospel ___ Artists ___ Watershed Tour   

Thur ___ Stolen Lands  Inventory     ___ Canada’s TRC     ___ Settler Moves  to Innocence   

 ___ Watershed Tour    ___ Plant walk 

Mon ___ Watershed Tour       Fri: ___ Watershed Tour 

Overall Balance (1=not enough, 2= could use a little more, 3= just right, 4= a bit too much, 5=way too much)   

Morning Worship / Prayer   ___ 

Morning Bible Study    ___ 

Morning Framing    ___ 

Cohorts     ___ 

Councils     ___ 

Afternoon Interlocutors plenary  ___ 

Workshops (Tues &Thurs)    ___ 

Ventura Watershed Tour   ___ 

Evening Plenaries     ___ 

Music / Singing     ___ 

Meal times     ___ 

Time off/unstructured time   ___ 

Thursday night Dance party   ___ 

Thursday night quiet party    ___ 

Please share with us about your top (2 or 3) comments – positive, neutral or negative (if possible, include 

suggestions for improvements) – arising from your time here. THANKS! 
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Online Resources from BCM: 

 Podcasts & Recorded Webinars.  Including Bible study, social analysis and interviews 
with Radical Discipleship theologians and movement-builders.    
www.bcm-net.org/resources/podcasts and www.chedmyers.org/webinars. 

 Bartimaeus Institute Online.  BIO is a series of online classes on key themes of Radical 
Discipleship faith and practice.  Units can be undertaken individually or in a cohort; they include 
a mix of recorded webinars, audio and video, and published articles (with an option of live 
Q&A,) arranged around thematic topics.  Interested in a BIO Study Cohort? Go to  
bcm-net.org/study/bio-study-cohorts or talk to us!  

BCM is on www.facebook.com at: 

/bartimaeuscooperativeministries  &   /groups/watersheddiscipleship/ 

Daily blogs at: http://radicaldiscipleship.net & http://watersheddiscipleship.org. 
       

Also see:  http://clbsj.org;  www.wordandworld.org; &  www.sabbatheconomics.org. 

We recommend our “Sister” Gathering this summer, July 20-24, 
2020: The Proctor Institute, Children’s Defense Fund, Clinton, 
TN. Founded by Civil Rights hero Marion Wright Edelman 
(right).  See:  childrensdefense.org/programs/faith-based/
samuel-dewitt-proctor-institute/. 

B artimaeus Cooperative Ministries 
was founded in 1998 as a nonprofit 

platform for non-traditional gospel minis-
try.  From local context to international 
partnerships, we work to nurture radical 
discipleship, church renewal, restorative 
justice and Sabbath Economics. The 

goals of our educational, organizing and communications programs are to: 

 Build capacity for faith-rooted activism, advocacy and service for peace, justice  
and healing; 

 Deepen biblical literacy and theological engagement among engaged Christian 
communities across the ecumenical spectrum; and 

 Develop consciousness and competence in practices of restorative justice and soli-
darity, Sabbath Economics, nonviolence, watershed discipleship, and racial equity. 

We are a “Community Supported Ministry.”  You can become a CSM member at 
www.bcm-net.org/donate. 

Numbers to call if necessary:   
Most things: Chris Wight: 562-370-0306    Transport: Tim Nafziger: 312-505-7461 
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http://www.wordandworld.org/
http://www.sabbatheconomics.org/
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Above:  Camp Forest Home Map               Circled:  Allen/Hansen Halls = Plenary & Displays 

Below: General Schedule at a Glance:                        Live Oak North & South = workshop sites 
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 Mon 17th Tues 18th Wed 19th Thurs 20th Fri 21st 

7.00 to 8.00  Optional Spir. Pract. Optional Spir. Pract. Optional Spir. Pract. Optional Spir. Pract. 

8.00 to 8.45  Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast 7.30-9 Watershed Tour 

9.00 to 10.15 9:30 –11:00 Water-

shed Tour with 

Plenary:  
Worship, Bible study, 
Framing  

Plenary: 

Worship, Framing  

Blanket Exercise 

15 Min break 

 

Plenary processing  

Plenary: 
Worship, Bible study 
Framing  

Closing Plenary: 

Cohort IV 

Final Plenary with 

Interlocutors 

Break/Evaluations 

Closing Worship  

10.15 to 10.30  Group Photo + Break Break 

10.30 to 12.30  Cohort I Cohort III 

12.30 to 2.00  Lunch Lunch Lunch Clean up and leave  

2.00 to 3.15 2.00 to 5.00 Registra-

tion, set up  

Council I  Cohort II Council III Beach Tacos 

3.15 to 3.30 Break Break Break Beach Tacos 

3.30 to 4.30 3-4:45 Leadership 
mtg w/ facilitators 

Plenary: Interlocutor 
reflections I 

Council II Plenary: Interlocutor 
reflections III 

Beach Tacos 

4.30 to 4.45  Break Break Break  

4.45 to 6.00 5:15 Orientation and 
dinner 

Optional: 3 Workshops, 
Caucus es 

Plenary: Interlocutor 
reflections II 

Optional: 4 Workshops, 
Caucuses 

 

6.15 to 7.15 6:45: Opening wel-

come & plenary  

Dinner Dinner Dinner  

7.30 – 9:00 Storytelling Campfire 
with Julie Tumamait 
Open to public 

Song, Art, Story: Bob Two 
Bulls, Cheryl Bear, Harry 
Lafond. 

Open to public 

Canadian TRC panel 
Dance and/or quiet 
party to 10.00 

 


