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Go - Where The People Are 
 

It is quite the bustling scene. 

My office has temporarily moved downtown until our new building is finished and across the street is one of 

the most happening spots in the area. 

It’s a combination bar, pins bowling and outdoor game setting that starts to buzz with activity every day as 

early as 4PM. 

It’s where the people are.  

Do you know Jesus went where the people were?  

As I walked by there on my way to my car the other day I 

thought if Jesus were walking the earth in central Ohio in 

September of 2018 he would be in a place like that. 

Engaging people.  Laughing with people.  Asking questions.  

Listening.  Bringing truth – with grace and respect.  Jesus showed 

every person he met that they had value and worth by spending 

time with them, and consequently the Bible says he had large crowds following him wherever he went. 

(Matthew 4:25) 

Jesus isn’t walking the earth today – but we are. 

We are his body, multiplied, for over two thousand years to not only do what he did, but “greater” things than 

he did (John 14:12) – not greater in quality/form but in quantity (because we are multiplied). 

Since Jesus departed this world back to his Father, there have effectively been millions of Jesus’ across the 

earth in the form of his disciples.  Those who have repented of their sin, trusted in Jesus for eternal life, and 

been spirit filled and empowered to continue his message of love and forgiveness and grace and mercy. 

And Jesus took that message to the bars and taverns. 



Early in his ministry, after a day of healing and spreading his message, Jesus happened upon Levi who was a 

tax collector – as today, one of the most despised jobs a person could have.  However, it was even worse than 

that, because in first century Palestine the tax collector was a Jew who worked for the Romans, the oppressors 

– a traitor, who enriched their own coffers at the expense of their brethren. 

However, it was to this person that Jesus went.  “Follow me,” he said to Matthew.  And we are told that 

Matthew got straight up, “left everything” and went with him.  And that night he held a great banquet in his 

home for Jesus, where he invited all of his “sinner” friends! 

“A large crowd of tax collectors was there, along with others who were eating with them. But the Pharisees 

and their scribes complained to Jesus’ disciples, ‘Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?’  

Jesus answered, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners, to repentance.’ “(Luke 5:27-32, Matthew 9:9-13, Mark 2:13-17) 

Towards the end of his ministry, Jesus met another tax collector, Zacchaeus.  After once again calling him to 

give up everything and follow him – and once again receiving the scorn from the religious leaders about the 

company he kept, Jesus rejoiced with Zacchaeus, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

(Luke 19:10) 

Jesus went where the people were. 

As his body multiplied on this earth, are we going where the people are?  Or are we staying hunkered down, 

off the front lines, in the safety of our Christian communities? 

For we received marching orders from the King himself as he departed this earth, unable to continue his 

ministry on his own: 

“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw 

him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’ (Matthew 28:16-20) 

J. Hudson Taylor, who founded the China Inland Missions in the 19th century, popularized the phrase “The 

Great Commission,” related to these orders from Heaven.   

For he likened these final instructions to military orders.  And military orders are to be followed.  

Taylor said, “The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be obeyed.” 

The command is to “make disciples.” And the action steps are “going”, “baptizing” and “teaching.” 

Are we making disciples?  To make disciples means we have to “go!”  We have to engage people where they 

are – investing into them.  Getting to know them.  You might not be comfortable.  It might mean making 

ourselves vulnerable.  Possibly getting hurt.  It will take patience.  It will take sacrifice. 

But those are the orders.  Are we fulfilling them?  Let’s march! 

 

 


