
 
By Rick Sibert                                                                                                                       Easter, 2015    

 

What Will You Believe? 
 

People believe some interesting things.  (I’m putting it nicely!) 

Reading about the new HBO special exposing the Church of Scientology recently, I learned something I 

never knew.  L. Ron Hubbard, the founder of the worldwide cult, believed the following:  that 75 million 

years ago a galactic dictator named, Xenu, fled his world during a war and escaped to Earth, where he 

then froze his fellow comrades and dropped their bodies into volcanoes. 

They then became disembodied spirits - or thetans – and have ever since been jumping into newborn 

human babies upon birth!  Really!   

According to Hubbard, these multiple thetans crowding into our bodies are the source of our anxieties 

and fears, and we need his unique “therapies” to rid ourselves of these thetans. 

Okay… 

However, there are people who believe these things!  The Church of Scientology is a multi-billion dollar 

empire. 

Do you know what you believe will ultimately determine your eternal destiny? 

We can believe fantasies (L. Ron Hubbard was a science fiction writer after all), or other man made 

religions or we can believe the verified truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

What will you believe? 

The Apostle Peter tells us this about the reasoning behind his ministry:  

“For we did not follow cleverly devised fables when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” (2 Peter 1:16) 

The facts concerning the life, death, and most importantly the resurrection of Jesus Christ are not in 

dispute. 

In his seminal book, The Case For Christ, former legal affairs journalist and now pastor, Lee Strobel, tells 

of being stunned one autumn day in 1979 when his wife came home and announced that she had become 

a Christian. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenu


Strobel was a professed atheist, and upon seeing the subtle changes in his wife’s character over the 

ensuing weeks and months, decided to test his wife’s newfound faith the same way he would dissect a 

case in the courtroom, using “categories of truth.”   

He looked at eyewitness testimony, documentary evidence, corroborating evidence, rebuttal evidence, 

scientific evidence, psychological evidence, and circumstantial evidence to “disprove” his case.  Oh, he 

also looked at “fingerprint evidence!”  (You’ll have to read the book to see what that’s about). 

After this “quest” - which took the better part of two years - Strobel finally surrendered under the 

mountain of evidence, and was convicted by the Holy Spirit of the truth of Jesus Christ and was born 

again! 

What are the truths that stand up to any evidentiary test: To begin with, Jesus of Nazareth was a real flesh 

and blood person (of whom there is more evidence for his story than there is for George Washington!). 

More truth: He claimed to be the sinless Son of God, who came so that we might have life and have life 

more abundantly. (John 10:10), that whomever believes will be given eternal life. (John 3:16) 

He predicted his death and resurrection. (Mark 8:31, Matthew 17:22, Luke 9:22) 

After He rose from the grave, He was seen by over 500 people. (1 Corinthians 15:6) 

Upon giving his marching orders to His disciples (wait for the Holy Spirit to come and empower them – 

Luke 24:49), He ascended back to Heaven (Acts 1:9), where He intercedes on our behalf to this day. 

So what do we do with that information?   

For it is the truth. 

Concerning the resurrection (the “capstone” in the arch of Christianity according to one author), the 

Apostle Paul, tells us the following: 

“Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there 

is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if 

Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false 

witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if 

in fact the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, 

your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!” (1 Corinthians 15: 12-17)\ 

Do you see how Paul connected the dots?  For if there was no resurrection, then we have no hope.  Our 

very lives are lived in vain, with no purpose. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ gave our lives meaning!  It is the single most important event in the 

history of the world. 

The question is what will you do with that truth? 

Jesus demonstrated that He was whom He said He was by throwing off the chains of death – so that as 

Paul mentioned, if we believe, we too will beat the power of death, and live with him in a glorious eternity 

forever and ever! 

What will you believe? 

 


