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Northside Fellowship Church is about 16 miles north of Columbus, Ohio, and is located in 
Delaware County, in northern Westerville. Delaware County is the fastest growing county in 
the state of Ohio, and one of the fastest growing counties in the nation. The Columbus 
Metropolitan area is a city of over 1.5 million people. Therefore, Northside Fellowship Church 
is uniquely positioned as a growing suburb of a mid to large size urban center. Westerville is 
considered a highly educated suburb. The median age in northern Westerville is 33, and 92% 
of people work in white collar jobs with a lot of residents working for private companies 

located in and around Columbus. It is a very family-oriented community and is in very close 
proximity to uptown Westerville, home of Otterbein University and the Polaris shopping 
district. The average household income is $130,478 with most people owning their home. A 
median home is worth $293,200. Sixty-five percent of our residents are married and 24% 
have never been married. 
Population of Westerville    40,384 (2018) 
Population of Delaware County   200,464 

 

 

First and foremost, the schools attract many families. Families love living here because the 
Olentangy School District and Westerville City School Districts are two of the best in the state 
of Ohio, and all seven high schools are ranked nationally. The area is a very family oriented 
community. It is a great location because it is extremely close to Columbus, which offers great 
dining and entertainment options. Columbus is home to The Ohio State University, the 
Columbus Blue Jackets of the NHL, the Columbus Crew of the MLS, the Columbus Clippers 
(AAA baseball), a nationally ranked zoo, a beautiful art museum, a nationally ranked 
children’s science museum, a thriving downtown with theater/ shopping/dining, and a large 
international airport with direct flights to most major cities. Northside Fellowship Church 
specifically is close to a lot of parks and green spaces, is minutes from Alum Creek State 
Park for those who like to be on the water or camp/trail ride, and is 45 minutes from a few 
small ski resorts. 
 

 

We began our serving in 1989. We were planted by Central College Presbyterian Church in 
Westerville, Ohio. Central College Presbyterian Church is a large multi-service church in 
Westerville that was continuing to grow, and seeking to serve the growing population to the 
north, in Delaware County. Northside Fellowship Presbyterian Church was planted to 
specifically serve the areas to the north, and east, of Westerville. We first started meeting at 
Westerville North High School on County Line Road, in Westerville. We were led by our 
Founding Pastor, Jeff Dybdahl, who will be retiring as Pastor of Northside Fellowship in June 
of 2020. After approximately four years meeting on Sundays at Westerville North High School, 
we undertook a capital campaign to build a church facility on Freeman Road in Westerville. 
The Presbyterian Church USA purchased land for us to get started building for our first 
permanent home. 
As we continued to grow, we also kicked-off a second capital campaign to raise money 
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to add more space to the building itself. We then, through prayer and 
planning, added a school, that met during the week, starting in 2000. 
The school, All the Children of the World Academy (ATC), was prayed 
into existence to serve families in our area, to lead families, through 
speaking Christ into the children, to come to know Christ. 
 

 

Our prayer, and our actions to our community, demonstrate that no matter who you are, 
no matter where you’ve been, YOU are welcome here. 
When you ask people what they love about Northside Fellowship Church, the common 
response is, “it’s family.” We feel it! It’s a place where messy lives intersect with a God who 
loves them unconditionally—families reconnect, marriages heal, and relationships mend. 
The Great Commission passage in Matthew 28:16-20 has been our focus since we first 
became a church. 
Northside Fellowship exists... 
To bring people into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, to draw them into a Christ-
centered community, and to help them grow in their faith. This is what drives every decision 
we make and guides every conversation we have. 
This is what we’re all about. It’s who we are. 
 

 

“Meeting people wherever they are and growing in Christ together.” 
We strive to be a meeting, leading, and growing church. Here’s what that means to us: 
To be a MEETING Church means we embrace Jesus’ Great Commission in Matthew 28 as a 
seven day a week challenge. 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.18 Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

 

 

 

We have one Sunday service at 10:30 A.M. Our Director of Children's Ministry has a short 
message with the children at the front of the Sanctuary, related to the message to be focused 
on that morning. Our worship style is more contemporary, but relaxed and warm. We 
generally begin our worship with our first worship song, we have announcements, three 
worship songs, then the teaching, then two worship songs, and prayer (we have prayer team 
members to pray with individuals who come for prayer. This invitation is done at the end of 
each service. We usually teach through a series, either preaching through a book of the Bible, 
or teaching through a series on a specific subject. We are an expository in teaching and love 
to preach the good news of the Gospel as often as we can. People love how warm and 
welcoming we are, they love our children's ministry, and they love that the messages are 
Biblical and contain relevant application. 
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We meet on Freeman Road in Westerville, in a building of about 
13,000 square feet. We can seat 300 in our Sanctuary. There is a 
serving kitchen area adjacent to the Sanctuary, a “Cry Room, an 
office for counseling off the main entrance, two utility rooms, three 
offices off the main Office, and eight classrooms. There is also a large storage building and a 
playground (newly updated). We own seven acres of land on which the church lives. 

 
 

 
Annual Budget 
Church $ 208,900  
School $ 770,200 

We have no long term debt. 
 
Current Paid Staffing Level 
Full-Time 
• Lead Pastor 
Part-Time 
• Director of Children's Ministry 
• Director of Youth Ministry 
• Director of All the Children of the World Academy Ministry 
• Caring and Intercession Minister 
• Office Manager 
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Major Ministries of Northside Fellowship Church 

 Music Ministry 

 Children’s Ministry 

 Youth Ministry 

 Arabic Church Ministry 

 Small Group Ministry    

 Women's' Prayer Ministry 

 Men's Prayer Ministry 

 Women's Ministry 

 All The Children of the World Academy (Preschool and non-public charter 
Kindergarten) 

 Feridean Assisted Living: weekly Sunday morning worship service. 

 Jericho's Light Club: serving homeless families and individuals in Columbus, Ohio 

 Dream Center: serving homeless families and individuals in Columbus, Ohio   

 Boy Scout Troop 84. 

 Vacation Bible School 

 Christian Counseling: Potters Hand and Beacon Counseling services provided at our 
facility. 

 Columbus Relief: support with the use of Northside moving truck 
 
Other Outreach Ministries (Past and Present) 

 Men’s Ministry 

 Partnership activities and Worship with Faith Ministries, an urban church in Columbus. 

 Nuevo Reto in Guatemala. Building projects, mission trips serving the orphanage. 

 Classes to teach English to Missionaries in South Korea 

 Samaritan's Purse Christmas boxes 

 
 Financial support to: 
   Missionaries in Morocco 

   Young Life locally and in Scioto Valley 

   Drill for wells in Africa (water) 
   Purchase of farm animals for families in Africa 

   Russia  
   Papua, New Guinea 

Denominational Affiliation and/or other Partnerships 

We were, until 2018, a Presbyterian USA affiliate. For our first years, we considered ourselves 
an outreach ministry of Central College Presbyterian Church. As we continued to grow, we 
became our own church, with the blessing of Central College. In 2018 we asked to be 
dismissed from the Presbytery USA affiliation, which was done with their prayer and blessing. 
We are now part of ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians. 
  
Governance & Polity 
The Lead Pastor is a member of the Session, and decisions are made via vote of the 
Session. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_New_Guinea


 

Northside Fellowship Church 
6841 Freeman Road, Westerville OH 43082 

www.northsidefellowship.org 

 
Northside Fellowship theologically   Evangelical 
 
What We Believe 

GOD 

We believe there is one true, holy God, eternally existing in three 
equal persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In the beginning, God demonstrated His power, 
wisdom, and goodness by creating the world and everything in it. Through His divine power 
and providence, God continues to sustain His creation, operating within history to fulfill His 
redemptive purposes. 
Matthew 28:18-19; Mark 12:29; John 14; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 Peter 1:1-2 

JESUS CHRIST 

Jesus Christ, the eternal second person of the Trinity, was fully united with a human nature by 
a miraculous conception and virgin birth. He lived in perfect obedience to the Father, 
voluntarily paid the price for the sins of all people by dying on the cross as their substitute, 
and satisfied divine justice, bringing salvation to all who trust in Him alone. After His 

physical death, Jesus Christ rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to sit at the right 
hand of the Father as the only intercessor between God and humans. He promises to return 
to earth, personally and visibly, to fulfill history and the eternal plan of God. 
Isaiah 53:12; Luke 1:31-35; John 1:1, 2, 14, 18; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:19; 1 Peter 
2:22; Matthew 27, 28; Romans 8:3, 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 
1 Timothy 2:5-6; John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 22:20 

THE BIBLE 

We believe Scripture in its entirety originated with God and He revealed it to chosen authors. 
Scripture speaks with the authority of God while simultaneously reflecting the backgrounds, 
styles, and vocabularies of these human authors. We hold that the Scriptures, in their original 
manuscripts, are infallible and inerrant; they are the unique, full, and final authority on all 
matters of faith and practice. There are no other writings similarly inspired by God. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21 

SALVATION 

The central purpose of God’s revelation in Scripture is to call people into fellowship with Him 
through His Son Jesus. Originally created to be in relationship with God, humans defied Him 
by going their own independent way, resulting in alienation from Him and the innate inability to 
please God. This fall took place at the beginning of human history; since then all people have 
suffered these consequences and are in need of the saving grace of God. 
The salvation of humanity is completely a work of Jesus’ free grace; it is not in any way the 
result of human works or goodness. Each person can receive salvation by repentance and 
faith in Jesus. God’s Word assures individuals that He will continue His saving work in them 
forever. 
John 3:16; 2 Cor 5:19; Ephesians 2:14-16 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (THE HOLY SPIRIT) 
People in a saving relationship with Jesus Christ are to live in holiness and obedience as they 
submit to the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity. Sent by the Father and the Son, the 
Holy Spirit applies Christ’s saving work by enlightening the minds of sinners to their need to 
be saved. He renews and indwells each believer upon salvation, becoming their source of 
assurance, strength, wisdom, and gifting for building up the church. The Holy Spirit guides 

believers in understanding and applying the Bible. Appropriated by faith, His power and 
control empower believers to 
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lead a life of Christ-like character and bear fruit for the Father’s glory. 
John 14:16,26, 16:7-14, Acts 1:8, 8:29,13:2; Romans 8:14, 8:26; I 
Corinthians 3:16; II Thessalonians 2:13 

HUMAN DESTINY 

Death seals the eternal destiny of each person. All humanity will 
experience a bodily resurrection and a judgment that will determine 
the fate of each individual. Having rejected God, unbelievers will suffer eternal condemnation 
apart from Him. Believers will be received into eternal communion with God. 
Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 16:16; Acts 17:24-31; Romans 3:23, 6:3,4; 2 Corinthians 5:17 

THE CHURCH 

All who acknowledge Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord are united with Him as members of His 
body, the one true church. Scripture commands believers to gather for worship, prayer, 
fellowship, and the teaching of the Word; to observe Baptism and Communion as established 
by Jesus Christ; to offer service to the body through development and use of talents and gifts 
and outreach to the world. The local expression of the church is wherever God’s people 

meet regularly in obedience to this command. Cared for and led by Elders and leaders, 
church members are to work together in love and unity for the ultimate purpose of glorifying 
Christ. 
Matthew 16:18; Acts 2; 1 Corinthians 12:26-27; Ephesians 1:22-23; 1 Timothy 3:15; Hebrews 
10:23-25; James 1:27 

FAITH AND PRACTICE 

In all matters of faith and practice, Scripture is the final authority. In matters where Scripture is 
silent or unclear, believers should conscientiously seek to be led by God and strive to find 
unity amongst God’s people, because it is to Him alone he or she is ultimately responsible. 
Ephesians 4:3; Hebrews 4:12 
  
 
Biggest Opportunity for Northside Fellowship Church in the Months Ahead 

There is a big opportunity to evangelize and bring in new families. We are literally one of the 
fastest growing areas of the United States, and many people aren’t going to church. We have 
an opportunity to create a space they choose to worship and grow in faith! We also have a 
huge opportunity for the right leader to lead us. 
 
 
Church’s Biggest Challenge for the Future 

A challenge is getting a clear and strong vision set, cast, and executed that gets people 
excited and hopeful for the future. We grew really fast in the beginning and are now need a 
plan for what is next. 


