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Rooted and Reaching: Living Christ’s Vision for Trinity

Six-Week Devotional Series

Week 1: Thriving in Faith — Flourishing in God’s Grace
Key Scriptures: John 10:10; Psalm 1

« Day 1: Abundant Life

o Day 2: Planted by the Water

« Day 3: Wholeness Over Hustle

« Day 4: Roots Before Fruit

« Day 5: Rest as Resistance

o Day 6: God’s Economy of Enough

o Day 7: ACommunity That Thrives

Week 2: Interconnected in Spirit — The Body of Christ: Many Parts, One Spirit
Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27
e Day 1: One Body, Many Parts

Day 2: The Gift of Diversity

o Day 3: Honoring the Weaker Members

e Day 4: United by the Same Spirit

e Day 5: Interdependence Over Independence
e Day 6: Listening as an Act of Love

e Day 7: The Witness of Unity

Week 3: Lifelong Journey — Always Becoming
Key Scriptures: Philippians 3:12-14; Luke 24:13-35
e Day 1: Pressing On
e Day 2: The Road to Emmaus



o Day 3: Embracing the Questions

o Day 4: Growth Through Struggle

e Day 5: Spiritual Growth is Relational
o Day 6: Becoming Like Christ

o Day 7: Never Alone on the Road

Week 4: Extending Love — Love Without Limits
Key Scriptures: Luke 10:25-37; 1 John 4:7-21

« Day 1: Who Is My Neighbor?

o Day 2: Love Casts Out Fear

« Day 3: Love Without Conditions

« Day 4: Interruptible Love

« Day 5: ATable for All

« Day 6: The Cost of Compassion

« Day 7: Love as Justice

Week 5: Grace for All — No Exceptions
Key Scriptures: Romans 5:1-11; Matthew 9:10-13
e Day 1: While We Were Still Sinners

Day 2: A Church of Sinners and Saints
o Day 3: Grace for Yourself

o Day 4: Mercy Over Judgment

o Day 5: Welcoming the Margins

o Day 6: Freely You Have Received

o Day 7: No Exceptions



Week 6: Living the Vision — Becoming the Church We See

Key Scriptures: Acts 2:42—-47; Micah 6:6—8

Day 1: Devoted to the Vision

Day 2: A Shared Table

Day 3: Holding All Things in Common
Day 4: Signs and Wonders

Day 5: Daily Faithfulness

Day 6: What Does God Require?

Day 7: Becoming the Church We See



Week 1 (August 10-16): Flourishing in God’s Grace

Theme: Thriving in Faith

Big Idea: A faith rooted in God’s abundance—rather than scarcity—creates wholeness,
justice, and spiritual vitality for both individuals and community.

Application: Reflect on how fear, performance, or comfort may have limited your
spiritual growth. Renew your commitment to God's overflowing grace and our shared
thriving.

Focus: Thriving is not about personal success but about collective flourishing rooted in
God’s sustaining love.

Day 1: Sunday, August 10 — Planted in Grace
Scripture: Psalm 1:3; John 10:10

Reflection:

Psalm 1 gives us a powerful metaphor for a faithful life—a tree planted by streams of
water, bearing fruit and never withering. This image is not of striving, but of stability. It is
rooted, nourished, and alive. Likewise, Jesus speaks in John 10:10 of the abundant life
He came to give. It's not defined by material gain or outward achievement, but by
spiritual depth and sustained joy.

To be planted in grace is to trust that your value is not in what you accomplish but in
who you belong to. Grace steadies us through all seasons—from dry spells to fruitful
harvests. The water of God’s presence is always flowing; our task is to remain rooted in
it.

Prayer:

God of abundance, plant me by Your waters. Teach me to drink deeply from Your love
and to grow in ways that bless the world. Let me flourish—not for my own comfort, but
for the healing of others. May my roots go deep in You. Amen.

Action Step:

Spend 10 minutes in quiet today. Visualize yourself as a tree by a river. What are your
spiritual roots drawing from? What do you need this week to feel more grounded and
nourished? Write it down and commit to one daily practice to deepen your rootedness.



Day 2: Monday, August 11 — A Community of Wholeness
Scripture: Psalm 1:3b

Reflection:

The second half of Psalm 1:3 tells us that this tree—this faithful person—prospers in all
they do. But in Scripture, prosperity is about more than personal success; it's about
communal flourishing. When the tree thrives, it offers shade, oxygen, and fruit. Likewise,
when believers are rooted in grace, others benefit. We were never meant to grow alone.

A community of wholeness is one where needs are seen and met, where justice and
mercy Kiss, and where spiritual vitality is shared. It requires listening, presence, and
sacrificial love.

Prayer:

Lord, make us a community where everyone thrives. Help us seek justice, wholeness,
and peace not just for ourselves, but for all our neighbors. May our church be like a
grove of trees planted by streams of water, strengthening each other through every
season. Amen.

Action Step:

Reach out to someone in your faith community today who might be struggling. Ask how
they're doing, really listen, and offer to pray with or for them. Wholeness grows through
connection.

Day 3: Tuesday, August 12 — Abundance vs. Scarcity
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:8

Reflection:

Paul writes to the Corinthians that God is able to provide us with all that we need—so
much so that we can abound in every good work. This challenges the mindset of
scarcity that dominates our culture. Scarcity says, "There’s not enough." Abundance
says, "God provides more than enough."

When we internalize scarcity, we hoard resources, love, time, and energy. When we
trust in God’s abundance, we become generous stewards of grace. Our lives become
rivers of kindness instead of reservoirs of fear.

Prayer:

Generous God, free me from the fear of scarcity. Remind me that You are more than
enough. Let Your grace flow through me to others today. Shape me into a person who
trusts Your provision. Amen.



Action Step:

Write down three areas where you often feel a sense of scarcity (e.g., time, energy,
forgiveness). Then, in prayer, ask God to show you how His abundance meets those
needs. Commit to one action today that reflects abundance—perhaps by giving
something away, encouraging someone else, or resting instead of striving.

Day 4: Wednesday, August 13 — Fruit in Season
Scripture: Psalm 1:3

Reflection:

Psalm 1 says that the faithful bear fruit “in season.” Not constantly, not immediately, but
at the right time. This is permission to trust the process. God is never in a rush, and
neither should we be. Some seasons are about growth we can’t yet see—the deepening
of roots, the strengthening of limbs.

Faith that flourishes knows how to rest, wait, and endure. Fruitfulness comes from
abiding in God, not from forcing outcomes.

Prayer:

Patient God, help me trust the seasons. Teach me to remain rooted even when fruit is
not yet visible. Remind me that You are always at work—even in the silence, even in the
waiting. Amen.

Action Step:

Think about a time in your life when you felt like you weren't growing—but in hindsight,
God was forming you. Journal about what you learned. Then ask God to show you what
season you're in right now.

Day 5: Thursday, August 14 — Rooted in Christ, Not Performance
Scripture: John 15:4

Reflection:

Jesus says, "Abide in me as | abide in you." He doesn't say, "Achieve for me." The
difference is everything. Rootedness in Christ means that our identity and fruitfulness
flow from our relationship with Him—not from our performance, perfection, or pace.

When we hustle for worth, we wither. But when we rest in God's love, we begin to thrive.
Abiding invites us to be present, receptive, and real.

Prayer:
Jesus, help me stop performing and start abiding. Teach me to live connected to You, so



that my life reflects Your presence. Let me bear fruit that lasts, not because I'm working
harder, but because I'm resting in You. Amen.

Action Step:
Unplug from one task or habit today that feeds performance-based identity. Spend that
time in quiet prayer, a walk, or simply breathing and remembering you are loved.

Day 6: Friday, August 15 — Flourishing as Resistance
Scripture: John 10:10a

Reflection:

Jesus said the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy—but He comes to bring life. In a
world of violence, injustice, and fear, choosing to flourish is a spiritual act of resistance.
It says, "God's love is stronger than despair."

When we care for our souls, when we build community, when we offer joy and hope to
others, we push back against everything that robs life.

Prayer:
Jesus, help me to live in defiant hope. Let my life and actions resist the forces that steal
life from others. Make me a living testimony to Your abundance. Amen.

Action Step:

Do one small act today that contributes to life and peace: write a note of
encouragement, speak out against injustice, plant something, or offer hospitality.
Resistance can be quiet and powerful.

Day 7: Saturday, August 16 — Signs of Life
Scripture: Matthew 7:16

Reflection:

"By their fruit you will recognize them." Jesus reminds us that flourishing faith bears
visible fruit. The fruits of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control—are not goals to reach but signs that we are
connected to the Source.

A life rooted in Christ will show signs of life. Not perfection, but transformation.

Prayer:
Spirit of God, help me examine the fruit of my life. Let it be evidence of Your grace, not
my ego. Bear good fruit through me—fruit that nourishes others and honors You. Amen.



Action Step:
Read Galatians 5:22—-23. Choose one fruit of the Spirit you feel called to cultivate. Write
it down. Ask God for help, and take one step today to nurture it.

Week 2 (August 17-23): The Body of Christ — Many Parts, One Spirit

Theme: Interconnected in Spirit

Big Idea: The Church is not a collection of isolated individuals, but a living, breathing
body—diverse in form, united in Spirit, and essential to one another.

Application: Embrace your role in the community while honoring and empowering
others. Commit to a life of mutual care, shared responsibility, and spiritual unity.
Focus: Diversity strengthens the Church; we are called to live in unity, honoring every
part.

Day 1: Sunday, August 17 — One Body, Many Parts
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12—-13

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it
is with Christ...”

Reflection:

Paul’s metaphor of the body captures the beauty of Christian community: unity without
uniformity. Every part matters—not just the visible or vocal ones. In a world that rewards
independence and platform, the Church testifies to a better way: interdependence.

This image challenges churches that elevate certain gifts while sidelining others. It
challenges each of us to stop comparing and start participating. You are needed, not as
a copy of someone else, but as yourself.

Prayer:

God, thank You for making me part of Your body. Teach me to honor others and
embrace the role You've given me. Unite us by Your Spirit, that we may live and serve
as one. Amen.

Action Step:
Reach out to someone in your church whose gifts are quiet or behind the scenes. Thank
them for their part in the body.



Day 2: Monday, August 18 — The Gift of Diversity
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:14-20
“The body is not made up of one part but of many...”

Reflection:

Each part of the body is distinct and essential. The Church’s strength lies in this very
diversity—across race, gender, ability, personality, and perspective. God’s Spirit isn’t
limited to sameness. It thrives in variety.

This means we need each other. When we silence voices that differ from ours, we’re not
protecting unity—we’re harming the body. Diversity isn’t a threat; it's a gift. God’s image
shines through our differences.

Prayer:
Creator God, help me embrace diversity as part of Your holy design. Teach me to value
voices different from my own and to listen with humility. Amen.

Action Step:
Have a conversation with someone who has a different background or perspective than
yours. Listen with the goal of learning, not debating.

Day 3: Tuesday, August 19 — Honoring the Weaker Members
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:21-26
“The parts that seem to be weaker are indispensable...”

Reflection:

In God’s economy, those the world deems “less important” are actually vital. This
reverses the logic of culture, which often values visibility and power. The early church
was called to honor those on the margins—because in honoring them, the whole body
becomes healthy.

What if we truly centered the “weaker” parts? The elderly, the disabled, the grieving, the
poor, the quiet. Their presence is not a burden. It's a blessing that deepens our faith.

Prayer:
Jesus, help me to see as You see—to honor those whom the world overlooks. Let my
love be shaped by Your justice and humility. Amen.

Action Step:
Offer time or attention to someone who might feel invisible in your community. Invite
them into a moment of dignity and shared presence.



Day 4: Wednesday, August 20 — United by the Same Spirit
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:4—11
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them...”

Reflection:

The Spirit gives a variety of gifts—not to elevate some over others, but to serve the
common good. Some teach, some heal, some encourage, some create. These gifts
don’t compete—they collaborate.

You don’t need every gift. You just need to use the one God has given you. And then
make space for others to use theirs. That's the Spirit's design.

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, thank You for the gifts You give. Help me use mine with humility and joy. Let
me celebrate the gifts in others, and trust that together we reflect Your fullness. Amen.

Action Step:
Identify one gift God has given you. Use it today to build someone up. Then encourage
a friend by naming a gift you see in them.

Day 5: Thursday, August 21 — Interdependence Over Independence
Scripture: Romans 12:4-5
“We who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”

Reflection:

Belonging to Christ means belonging to each other. In a culture obsessed with
autonomy, this feels radical. But interdependence is the essence of Kingdom life. We
grow by giving and receiving, by lifting and being lifted.

This is both liberating and challenging. We must learn to ask for help, not just offer it.
We need each other—not because we are weak, but because we are human.

Prayer:
God, thank You for the gift of community. Teach me to live not as a lone believer but as
one part of Your body. Help me offer what | have and receive what | need. Amen.

Action Step:
Ask someone for help today. Let it be an act of trust, not shame.



Day 6: Friday, August 22 — Listening as an Act of Love
Scripture: James 1:19; Proverbs 18:13
“‘Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak...”

Reflection:

Listening is one of the most loving acts we can offer. It communicates dignity, presence,
and trust. In a diverse body, listening becomes essential—not just to avoid division, but
to create deeper unity.

Too often, we listen to reply, not to understand. But the Spirit speaks through many
voices. When we listen well, we make room for healing and transformation.

Prayer:
God of every voice, help me become a better listener. Teach me to hear without
judgment, to pause without rushing, and to love through silence. Amen.

Action Step:
Have a conversation where your only goal is to listen deeply. Reflect afterward on what
you heard—not just in words, but in tone and emotion.

Day 7: Saturday, August 23 — The Witness of Unity
Scripture: John 17:20-23
“‘May they be one... so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

Reflection:

Jesus prayed for unity—not as a preference, but as a withess. When the Church lives in
love across differences, the world sees Christ. Our unity is not uniformity—it’s the
miracle of people staying together through grace.

Division is easy. Unity is hard. It requires humility, forgiveness, patience, and love. But it
is worth everything—because it shows the world who God is.

Prayer:
Jesus, make us one. Not by erasing our differences, but by binding us in love. Let our
unity proclaim Your goodness. Amen.

Action Step:
Think of someone in your church or community with whom you disagree. Pray for them
today—and then choose one way to show them grace.



Week 3 (August 24-30): Always Becoming

Theme: Lifelong Journey

Big Idea: Faith is not a destination but a lifelong process of becoming. Doubt,
discovery, and transformation are all part of the Spirit-led walk with Christ.

Application: Embrace growth through seasons of questioning, revelation, and renewal.
Trust that God walks with you on the journey, not just at the end.

Focus: Spiritual maturity means growing, wondering, stumbling, and rising again—all
within the love of Christ.

Day 1: Sunday, August 24 — Pressing On
Scripture: Philippians 3:12—14

“Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal... but | press on
to make it my own.”

Reflection:

Paul admits he hasn’t arrived. He’s still reaching, still learning. This is freeing. Even one
of the greatest apostles knew that faith was a journey, not a finish line. The church
thrives when it embraces progress over perfection.

You are not expected to have all the answers. What God desires is a heart that keeps
moving—uwilling to take one more faithful step, even when the path is unclear.

Prayer:
God, thank You for walking with me, even when | stumble. Teach me to press on—not
for approval, but in love. Let every step draw me closer to You. Amen.

Action Step:
Reflect on one area in your faith where you've grown over the past year. Write about it,
thank God for it, and share it with someone if you can.

Day 2: Monday, August 25 — The Road to Emmaus
Scripture: Luke 24:13-35
“While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them.”

Reflection:

Two disciples walk away from Jerusalem, confused and heartbroken. Jesus joins them,
but they don’t recognize Him at first. He listens before speaking, walks before
explaining. Only later do they say, “Were not our hearts burning?”



Jesus meets us in our disillusionment. He doesn’t rush us to clarity. He travels with us,
speaks gently, and reveals truth in time. Don’t be afraid of the long road—it's where He
walks most tenderly.

Prayer:
Jesus, walk with me. In confusion, doubt, or grief, help me sense Your presence. Make
my heart burn again with hope. Amen.

Action Step:
Take a physical or metaphorical “walk” today. As you go, speak openly with Jesus about
something that troubles you.

Day 3: Tuesday, August 26 — Embracing the Questions
Scripture: Mark 9:24
‘I believe; help my unbelief!”

Reflection:
This father’s cry to Jesus is a raw, beautiful confession. He holds belief and doubt in the
same breath—and Jesus doesn’t rebuke him. Instead, He heals his son.

Questions aren’t obstacles to faith; they are often signs of deep engagement. God is not
threatened by your doubts. When you bring them honestly, they become part of your
becoming.

Prayer:
Merciful God, | bring You my questions, my hesitations, and my half-belief. Meet me
here. Help me trust, even as | wrestle. Amen.

Action Step:
Write down one honest faith question. Don’t try to answer it—just name it and sit with it
in prayerful silence.

Day 4: Wednesday, August 27 — Growth Through Struggle
Scripture: James 1:2—4
“Consider it pure joy... whenever you face trials of many kinds...”

Reflection:
James isn’t calling us to deny pain. He’s reminding us that struggle can lead to spiritual
endurance. Growth rarely happens in ease. Trials stretch our roots deeper into God.



Faith isn’t forged in perfection, but in perseverance. The pain you're facing might
become your greatest teacher.

Prayer:
God of strength, help me trust You in difficulty. Form in me a patient and resilient heart.
Use every struggle to shape me more into Your image. Amen.

Action Step:
Name a struggle you're facing. Ask: What fruit might God grow through this? Write a
prayer asking God to use it for your growth.

Day 5: Thursday, August 28 — Spiritual Growth Is Relational
Scripture: Hebrews 10:24-25
“Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds...”

Reflection:

We do not grow in isolation. We grow in relationships that challenge, support, and
encourage us. The early church knew this. Faith wasn’t private—it was communal and
accountable.

Who speaks truth into your life? Who do you sharpen in return? If we want to keep
becoming, we need each other.

Prayer:
Loving God, thank You for those who walk this journey with me. Help me be a
companion of growth to others as well. Amen.

Action Step:
Reach out to someone in your community. Ask how they’re doing—spiritually,
emotionally, relationally. Listen deeply.

Day 6: Friday, August 29 — Becoming Like Christ
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 3:18
“Being transformed into His likeness from one degree of glory to another...”

Reflection:

Transformation isn’'t a leap—it’'s a process. God is slowly shaping you into Christ’s
likeness. You may not notice it day to day, but the Spirit is forming you—through your
choices, relationships, and struggles.



Becoming like Jesus doesn’t mean losing your uniqueness. It means embodying love,
grace, and truth in your own life.

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, transform me. Bit by bit, shape me into someone who loves like Jesus. Help
me trust the process and Your presence in it. Amen.

Action Step:
Look at your daily habits. Choose one to adjust today that could better reflect Christ—
maybe how you speak, spend time, or respond to others.

Day 7: Saturday, August 30 — Never Alone on the Road
Scripture: Psalm 139:7-10
“Where can | go from your Spirit? ... Even there your hand shall lead me.”

Reflection:

This journey of becoming can be difficult and lonely. But the deepest truth is this: You
are never alone. God’s Spirit is already present on every path—before you, behind you,
beside you.

Whether you're growing, waiting, struggling, or rejoicing, God is there. You are held.

Prayer:
God, thank You for Your nearness. When | feel lost, remind me You are here. When |
feel strong, remind me You are still my guide. Amen.

Action Step:
Sit in silence for 5 minutes. With each breath, whisper: “You are here.” Let the
awareness of God's presence steady you.

Week 4 (August 31-September 6): Love Without Limits

Theme: Extending Love

Big Idea: God’s love does not have boundaries—and neither should ours. True
discipleship means loving beyond comfort, beyond borders, and beyond what feels fair.
Application: Challenge the assumptions and fears that restrict your love. Step into bold
acts of inclusion, mercy, and compassion.

Focus: Love is not a feeling or preference—it is a choice, a command, and a radical act
of justice.



Day 1: Sunday, August 31 — Who Is My Neighbor?
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 (The Good Samaritan)
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor...?”

Reflection:

Jesus redefines neighbor in a story that would’ve shocked His audience. The “hero” is
the outsider, the one presumed unholy. The question isn’t, “Who deserves my love?” but
“Will | be a neighbor?”

Love begins where convenience ends. To follow Christ is to cross boundaries, break
cultural expectations, and make compassion practical.

Prayer:
Jesus, remove the borders around my love. Teach me to see neighbors everywhere,
especially in those I'm tempted to ignore. Make my love active and brave. Amen.

Action Step:
Identify a group of people you often avoid or misunderstand. Learn something real
about their story today—through reading, conversation, or prayer.

Day 2: Monday, September 1 — Love Casts Out Fear
Scripture: 1 John 4:18
“Perfect love drives out fear...”

Reflection:
Fear often limits love. Fear of rejection, difference, judgment, discomfort. But the more
deeply we root in God'’s love, the more those fears begin to fade.

Love isn’t safe, but it's holy. When we love with God’s courage, fear loses its grip—and
freedom blooms.

Prayer:
God of love, cast out the fear in me that keeps me guarded. Fill me so completely with
Your love that | overflow with courage. Amen.

Action Step:
Do one small act of kindness today that stretches your comfort zone. Let love lead, not
fear.



Day 3: Tuesday, September 2 — Love Without Conditions
Scripture: 1 John 4:19-21
“Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar...”

Reflection:
John’s words are hard but honest. You cannot love God and withhold love from
people—especially those you find hardest to love. Love is the proof of our faith.

Conditional love is not love at all. God’s love pursued us when we were undeserving.
Our love must do the same.

Prayer:
Holy God, forgive me for limiting love to those who look or think like me. Expand my
heart to embrace the other as You have embraced me. Amen.

Action Step:
Forgive someone today. Even if reconciliation isn’t possible, choose to release
bitterness and pray blessing over them.

Day 4: Wednesday, September 3 — Interruptible Love
Scripture: Luke 10:33-34
“‘But a Samaritan... came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity...”

Reflection:
The priest and Levite had religious duties to attend. But love can’t be scheduled. The
Samaritan stops. He sees, is moved, and acts. That’s the anatomy of compassion.

Are we willing to be interrupted? Love requires presence—and a heart willing to slow
down.

Prayer:
Jesus, make me interruptible. Help me slow down enough to see others’ pain and
respond with compassion, not excuses. Amen.

Action Step:
Let today be a day of intentional slowness. Notice someone who may need support—
and offer it, even if inconvenient.



Day 5: Thursday, September 4 — A Table for All
Scripture: Matthew 9:10-13
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

Reflection:
Jesus chose table fellowship with the rejected. His presence was not endorsement of
sin, but an embodiment of mercy. He ate with the very people others excluded.

Love sets a bigger table. It doesn’t ask, “Do you belong here?” It asks, “How can | make
you feel at home?”

Prayer:
Jesus, may my life look like Your table—open, welcoming, joyful. Help me resist
gatekeeping and practice radical inclusion. Amen.

Action Step:
Invite someone to share food or space this week—especially someone outside your
usual circle.

Day 6: Friday, September 5 — The Cost of Compassion
Scripture: Luke 10:35
“Take care of him... when | come back, | will repay you whatever more you spend.”

Reflection:

The Samaritan pays a price—his time, money, and reputation. Love without cost is often
love without substance. But when compassion costs us something, it becomes
Christlike.

True love sacrifices, because true love sees others as worth it.

Prayer:
Lord, teach me to love even when it’'s costly. Shape me into someone who chooses
mercy over convenience. Amen.

Action Step:
Give of your resources today—time, money, attention—in a way that costs you
something but reflects the love of Christ.



Day 7: Saturday, September 6 — Love as Justice
Scripture: Micah 6:8; 1 John 4:7-8
“Let us love one another, for love comes from God...”

Reflection:

Love and justice are not opposites—they are inseparable. Love that avoids justice is
sentiment. Justice without love becomes harsh. God’s love demands that we make
things right.

When we love as God loves, we are compelled to seek the good of our neighbors—
especially those left out or pushed down.

Prayer:
God of justice and mercy, let love burn so brightly in me that | cannot ignore the pain of
others. Move me from emotion to action. Amen.

Action Step:
Choose one justice issue that matters to you. Take one concrete step—donate, sign,
speak, show up.

Week 5 (September 7-13): No Exceptions

Theme: Grace for All

Big Idea: The grace of Jesus is for everyone—without exception. The Church is not
called to be a gatekeeper of grace, but a wide door of welcome.

Application: Let go of judgmental attitudes and embrace radical hospitality. Extend

grace especially to those who've been excluded or overlooked.

Focus: Grace cannot be earned or restricted—it is given freely, and we are called to
extend it just as freely.

Day 1: Sunday, September 7 — While We Were Still Sinners
Scripture: Romans 5:6—-8
“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Reflection:

Grace isn’t given once we get our act together. It comes first. God doesn’t wait for us to
deserve love. He loves us into healing. This is the scandal and beauty of grace: it's
never based on worthiness.



When we grasp this, we stop drawing lines around who deserves love. We start building
bridges. Because grace was given to us when we were most broken.

Prayer:
God of mercy, thank You for loving me before | even thought to love You. Help me offer
that same grace to others—not after they’ve “changed,” but right now. Amen.

Action Step:
Think of someone you struggle to love. Pray blessing over them today and ask God to
help you extend grace to them.

Day 2: Monday, September 8 — A Church of Sinners and Saints
Scripture: Matthew 9:10-13
“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”

Reflection:
Jesus shared meals with people the religious elite avoided—tax collectors, outcasts,
sinners. He wasn’t afraid of their mess. He entered it.

The Church is not a museum of saints. It's a hospital for sinners. When we expect
perfection, we miss our calling. Grace invites everyone to the table—especially those
who’ve been told they don’t belong.

Prayer:
Jesus, let our church be a place where messy people meet a merciful God. Break down
any walls we’ve built, and help us make room for all. Amen.

Action Step:
Reflect on how your church can become more welcoming. Share one practical idea with
a leader or implement it yourself this week.

Day 3: Tuesday, September 9 — Grace for Yourself
Scripture: Psalm 103:10-14
“‘He does not treat us as our sins deserve...”

Reflection:

We often believe grace for others, but struggle to receive it ourselves. We rehearse
failures, beat ourselves up, and feel unworthy of joy. But God is tender with you. His
mercy is more than enough.



Accepting grace means accepting that you are not beyond redemption—and never have
been.

Prayer:
Loving God, help me release shame and receive Your forgiveness. Teach me to be as
kind to myself as You are to me. Amen.

Action Step:
Write yourself a note from God’s perspective—full of grace, truth, and tenderness. Keep
it somewhere visible this week.

Day 4: Wednesday, September 10 — Mercy Over Judgment
Scripture: James 2:12—-13
“Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

Reflection:
Judgment is quick and easy. Mercy is holy and hard. Yet this is the way of Jesus: to see
people through the eyes of compassion, not condemnation.

We often judge to feel righteous or safe. But grace calls us to something deeper—to
recognize our shared need and offer mercy freely.

Prayer:
God of mercy, uproot judgment from my heart. Help me see others as You see them—
not by their flaws, but through Your grace. Amen.

Action Step:
Catch yourself when you're tempted to judge today. Pause. Replace criticism with a
prayer for understanding and mercy.

Day 5: Thursday, September 11 — Welcoming the Margins
Scripture: Luke 14:12—-14
“Invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind...”

Reflection:
Jesus calls us to invite those who can’t repay us—those who'’ve been left out. Grace
reaches to the margins, not the spotlight.

Who isn’t in the room? Who's missing from your circle, your table, your church? Grace
goes out to them—not with pity, but with dignity.



Prayer:
Jesus, show me who I've excluded—intentionally or not. Give me the courage to widen
my welcome and mirror Your inclusive love. Amen.

Action Step:
Extend a personal invitation to someone who may feel excluded—into a meal, a group,
or a conversation.

Day 6: Friday, September 12 — Freely You Have Received
Scripture: Matthew 10:8
“Freely you have received; freely give.”

Reflection:
Grace isn’t something to hoard. It's a gift to pass on. What you'’ve received from God—
love, forgiveness, second chances—you’re now called to offer.

This isn’t about repayment. It's about overflow. Freely we give, because grace is never
ours to keep.

Prayer:
God, I've received so much from You. Help me be generous with what You've given. Let
grace flow through me without hesitation. Amen.

Action Step:
Think of a specific way God has shown you grace. Find someone to offer that same
grace to today.

Day 7: Saturday, September 13 — No Exceptions
Scripture: Romans 10:12-13
“‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Reflection:
There are no asterisks in God’s grace. No hidden conditions. No fine print. Grace is for
the religious and the rebellious, the insider and outsider, the strong and struggling.

If we believe this, we will build a church where everyone has a place. Not just in
theory—but in real, radical welcome.



Prayer:
God of all people, let our church be a reflection of Your boundless grace. May we
declare with our lives: there are no exceptions. Amen.

Action Step:
Visit a space where grace is hard to find—a place of need, exclusion, or judgment. Be
present there with compassion and love.

Week 6 (September 14-20): Becoming the Church We See

Theme: Living the Vision

Big Idea: The early church was not a perfect blueprint, but a Spirit-filled example of
generosity, justice, and transformation. We are invited to carry that vision forward.
Application: Commit to habits and practices that nourish community, cultivate justice,
and reflect Christ’'s Kingdom on earth.

Focus: The Spirit continues to form a Church that embodies God’s dream for the world.

Day 1: Sunday, September 14 — Devoted to the Vision
Scripture: Acts 2:42

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.”

Reflection:

The earliest Christians didn’t just believe—they devoted themselves to community life.
They chose rhythms of shared learning, shared meals, shared prayers. The Church was
not just a Sunday event—it was a daily way of life.

To become the Church we see in Acts, we must move from passive attendance to active
devotion.

Prayer:
Spirit of God, draw me into deeper devotion—not just to ideas, but to people. Teach me
to live a shared life of grace and growth. Amen.

Action Step:
Evaluate your weekly rhythm. What practices could you add or strengthen to reflect this
early devotion—Ilike prayer, shared meals, or learning together?



Day 2: Monday, September 15 — A Shared Table
Scripture: Acts 2:46
“They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts...”

Reflection:

The table was central in the early church. It wasn’t just about food—it was about
belonging. Everyone was welcomed, fed, and seen. The table heals what the world
divides.

Hospitality is a holy act. It's not about impressing—it's about making room. It's where
strangers become family.

Prayer:
God of welcome, help me set bigger tables. May my home and heart be places where
others feel they belong. Amen.

Action Step:
Share a meal with someone this week—someone new, someone lonely, or someone
different from you.

Day 3: Tuesday, September 16 — Holding All Things in Common
Scripture: Acts 2:44—-45
“All the believers were together and had everything in common...”

Reflection:

This is not about forced uniformity. It's about radical generosity. The early church saw
possessions not as personal trophies, but shared resources. Needs were met, burdens
were lifted, and community was strengthened.

Justice isn’t charity—it’s shared life. It's the recognition that your abundance may be the
answer to someone else’s need.

Prayer:
Generous God, free me from the grip of scarcity. Make me generous with what | have.
Let us be a church where no one is in need. Amen.

Action Step:
Give something away today—not leftovers, but something of value—to someone who
needs it more.



Day 4: Wednesday, September 17 — Signs and Wonders
Scripture: Acts 2:43

“‘Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles.”

Reflection:

God was powerfully present in the early church—not just in private hearts, but in public
acts of healing and hope. Signs and wonders aren’t about spectacle; they’re about
transformation.

When a church is truly alive, the world around it is changed. Awe grows not from
entertainment, but from love in action.

Prayer:
God of wonder, awaken us again. Move in our community with healing, justice, and
awe. Make us vessels of Your power and peace. Amen.

Action Step:
Pray for one area in your community that needs healing—whether physical, relational,
or systemic. Ask God how you might be part of the answer.

Day 5: Thursday, September 18 — Daily Faithfulness
Scripture: Acts 2:46—47

“Every day they continued to meet together... and the Lord added to their number
daily...”

Reflection:

The early church didn’'t grow because of flashy programs—it grew through daily
faithfulness. Ordinary rhythms—meals, prayers, shared resources—became vessels for
extraordinary grace.

Faithfulness is not glamorous. But over time, it forms us. A church rooted in small, daily
acts of love becomes a powerful force for transformation.

Prayer:
Lord, make me faithful in the little things. Teach me to love daily, serve consistently, and
trust Your Spirit to bring growth. Amen.

Action Step:
Choose one small habit you can practice daily for the next week—prayer,
encouragement, generosity. Let it shape your soul.



Day 6: Friday, September 19 — What Does God Require?
Scripture: Micah 6:8
“To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

Reflection:
God’s vision for His people is simple and profound: justice, mercy, humility. This is the
heartbeat of the Church He desires—not just orthodoxy, but right living.

To act justly means standing with the oppressed. To love mercy means letting go of
vengeance. To walk humbly means surrendering pride. This is what love looks like in
public.

Prayer:
God of justice, shape my life around Your call. Let my actions reflect Your heart. Teach
me to walk humbly and live mercifully. Amen.

Action Step:
Support a justice initiative in your church or city. Show up, give, or speak out.

Day 7: Saturday, September 20 — Becoming the Church We See
Scripture: Acts 2:42—-47 (summary)

“They devoted themselves... broke bread... gave to anyone in need... and the Lord
added to their number...”

Reflection:

This week has given us a picture—not of perfection, but of possibility. The early church
was vibrant, generous, just, and alive. We are not called to replicate it exactly, but to
embody its Spirit.

Becoming the Church we see means living with intention. It means choosing community
over comfort, justice over convenience, Christ over culture. And it starts with us—today.

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, make us the Church You long to see. Let us be rooted in Your Word,
reaching in Your love, and transformed by Your grace. We are Yours. Amen.

Action Step:
Write a short vision statement for what kind of church you want to be part of. Then ask:
What step can | take this week to help it become real?



