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Series Title: When God Changes the Story
Week 1: Leaving Home

Abraham: When Faith Begins with Letting Go
Week of August 2-8, 2026

Theme Verse:
"See, | am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?"
Isaiah 43:19

Week's Focus:
Transformation often begins when God calls us away from what is familiar toward a
future we cannot yet see. Faith is less about certainty than about trust.

Sunday, August 2

The First Step of Faith
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4
Reflection

Every great story has a beginning, and Abraham's begins with a single word from God:
"GO_"

It is striking that God does not begin with an explanation. There is no detailed map, no
five-year plan, no guarantee of comfort. There is only an invitation to leave behind
everything Abraham has ever known.

Home represented security. It was family, culture, language, memories, and identity.
Everything familiar was rooted there. Yet God calls Abraham to trust more deeply than
he has ever trusted before.

Most of us would prefer for God to reveal the destination before asking us to begin the
journey. We want certainty before commitment. We want guarantees before obedience.

But faith rarely works that way.

Again and again throughout Scripture, God invites people to take the next step before
revealing the entire path. Noah builds before the rain comes. Moses confronts Pharaoh
before the sea parts. Mary says yes before she knows what lies ahead. Peter steps out
of the boat before discovering he can walk on water.

Faith begins with movement.



Perhaps God is inviting you to leave something today. Maybe it is not a physical place.
Perhaps it is an old fear that has kept you from living fully. Perhaps it is a painful
memory that continues defining your future. Perhaps it is a version of yourself that no
longer reflects who God is calling you to become.

Transformation always begins with leaving something behind.

God never asks us to let go simply to create loss. God asks us to let go because
something new is waiting beyond our current horizon.

Like Abraham, we may not know exactly where we are going.
But we know who is calling us.

That is enough to take the first step.

Prayer

Faithful God, thank You for calling me beyond what is comfortable and familiar. Give me
courage to trust Your voice even when | cannot see the entire journey. Help me believe
that Your future is greater than my fear. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Ask yourself, "What familiar place, habit, or fear might God be inviting me to leave
behind?" Write it in your journal and pray over it.

Monday, August 3

Trusting Without Seeing

Scripture: Hebrews 11:8

Reflection

Hebrews tells us Abraham obeyed "even though he did not know where he was going."
That sentence captures one of the greatest challenges of faith.

We naturally want certainty. We build calendars, budgets, retirement plans, and backup
plans because uncertainty makes us uncomfortable. While wisdom and preparation are
gifts from God, there comes a point where faith asks us to trust beyond what we can
calculate.

Abraham's confidence was never rooted in geography.

It was rooted in relationship.



He trusted the One who called him.

Our lives are filled with unanswered questions. We wonder about our health, our
families, our future, our churches, and our communities. We cannot predict every
outcome.

Yet God has never promised us complete information.
God has promised faithful presence.
That promise changes everything.

Faith does not eliminate uncertainty. It teaches us that uncertainty does not have the
final word.

God is already present in the future we cannot yet see.
Prayer

Lord, when uncertainty fills my heart, remind me that You are already present in
tomorrow. Help me trust Your character when | cannot understand Your plan. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

When you find yourself worrying about the future today, pause and simply pray, "Lord, |
trust You with what | cannot yet see."

Tuesday, August 4

Holy Discomfort

Scripture: Genesis 12:1

Reflection

Growth almost always begins with discomfort.

Seeds break open before they grow. Muscles strengthen through resistance. Children
mature by stepping into unfamiliar experiences.

The same is true spiritually.

God's call often disrupts our comfortable routines because comfort alone rarely
transforms us.

Abraham had every reason to stay where he was. Life was familiar. Predictable. Safe.

Yet God loved Abraham too much to leave him there.



Sometimes we mistake comfort for blessing. But throughout Scripture, blessing often
comes through the journey rather than the destination.

God's invitation may lead us into unfamiliar conversations, new ministries, difficult
forgiveness, deeper generosity, or unexpected relationships.

Those moments may feel uncomfortable.

But holy discomfort often becomes the birthplace of spiritual growth.
The question is not whether life feels comfortable.

The question is whether we are becoming more faithful.

Prayer

God of transformation, help me embrace the holy discomfort that leads to growth. Keep
me from choosing comfort over faithfulness. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Notice one situation today that feels uncomfortable. Instead of avoiding it immediately,
ask God what He might be teaching you through it.

Wednesday, August 5

The Wilderness Is Not Empty

Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:2

Reflection

Abraham's journey took him through unfamiliar landscapes.
The wilderness can feel frightening because it strips away our illusions of control.
Yet throughout Scripture, the wilderness is never wasted.

It is where Moses encountered God at the burning bush.

It is where Elijah heard God's gentle whisper.

It is where Jesus prepared for public ministry.

The wilderness is not simply where we lose things.

It is where we discover what truly matters.

Many of us are walking through wilderness seasons right now. A health crisis. A career
transition. Grief. Retirement. Unanswered prayers. Uncertain futures.



Those seasons may feel lonely.
But they are not empty.
God is present in the wilderness just as surely as in the Promised Land.

Sometimes God's deepest work happens when everything familiar has been stripped
away.

Prayer

God of every season, help me trust that You are present even in my wilderness
experiences. Form my faith through every step of the journey. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Spend ten quiet minutes today without distractions. Simply become aware of God's
presence with you.

Thursday, August 6

Letting Go of the Old Story

Scripture: Isaiah 43:18-19

Reflection

God says, "Do not remember the former things."

God is not asking us to erase our memories.

God is inviting us to stop allowing the past to define the future.
Many people continue living inside stories that God has already outgrown.
"I've always been this way."

"I'l never change."

"Our church has always done it this way."

"My best days are behind me."

Those stories may feel familiar, but they are not always true.

God specializes in writing new chapters.

Abraham could not cling to yesterday and still embrace tomorrow.

Neither can we.



Transformation requires releasing the stories that no longer reflect God's vision for our
lives.

Prayer

God of new beginnings, free me from the stories that no longer give life. Help me
embrace the new work You are doing within me. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Write one sentence beginning with: "The old story | need to release is..."

Friday, August 7

God Walks With Us

Scripture: Genesis 12:7-9

Reflection

One beautiful detail in Abraham's journey is that God continually appears along the way.
God does not simply give directions and disappear.

God accompanies Abraham.

That remains true for us.

The Christian life is not simply following a list of instructions.
It is walking with Christ.

There will be days when the road feels clear.

There will also be days filled with questions.

In both seasons, God's promise remains unchanged.

"l am with you."

God's presence is not dependent upon our confidence.

God remains faithful even when our faith feels small.

That is why we can continue walking.

We never journey alone.

Prayer



Lord, thank You for walking beside me every day. Remind me that Your presence is
greater than my uncertainty. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Take a short walk today and imagine Jesus walking beside you. Talk with Him as you
would a trusted friend.

Saturday, August 8

A New Story Begins

Scripture: Genesis 12:1-9

Reflection

Looking back, Abraham could never have imagined where God's invitation would lead.
He simply took the next faithful step.

That is often how transformation begins.

Rarely with dramatic certainty.

Usually with quiet obedience.

One step.

Then another.

Then another.

Years later, Abraham's journey would bless generations he would never meet.
The same may be true of your faithfulness.

The decisions you make today may shape your family, your church, your neighbors, and
even people you will never know.

God changes the world through ordinary people who simply keep saying yes.
As this new series begins, remember this truth.

God is still writing.

Your story is not finished.

The next chapter may be one of the most beautiful yet.

Prayer



Author of my life, thank You for continuing to write my story with grace. Give me
courage to trust You with every new chapter. May my life become a blessing to others,
just as Abraham's life became a blessing to the world. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Complete this sentence in your journal:

"God is changing my story by..."



Week 2: Finding Belonging
Ruth: Love Creates New Families
Week of August 9-15, 2026

Theme Verse:

"Where you go I will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will be my people
and your God my God."

Ruth 1:16

Week's Focus:

God transforms outsiders into family. Belonging is one of God's greatest gifts. Through
ordinary acts of faithfulness and radical hospitality, God creates hope where people
believed none was possible.

Sunday, August 9

When the Story Feels Over
Scripture: Ruth 1:1-18

Reflection

Naomi believed her story was finished.

She had left Bethlehem with a husband and two sons, hoping to escape famine.
Instead, she buried them all. When she returned home, she told her neighbors, "Don't
call me Naomi, which means pleasant. Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made
my life very bitter."

Many of us understand Naomi's grief.

Life has a way of rewriting our plans. A diagnosis changes everything. A relationship
ends. A dream falls apart. A loved one dies. A job disappears. Suddenly the future we
imagined no longer exists.

Naomi looked at her circumstances and concluded that her story had reached its end.
But God was quietly writing another chapter.

Standing beside Naomi was Ruth, a young widow from Moab. By every social measure,
Ruth was an outsider. She was a foreigner. A widow. Poor. Vulnerable. She had every
reason to return to her own people and begin again.

Instead, she made one of the most beautiful promises in all of Scripture: "Where you go
| will go."



Sometimes God changes our story not by removing our grief but by sending faithful
people to walk beside us through it.

Hope often arrives wearing the face of another person.

The beginning of healing is not pretending everything is fine. It is discovering that we do
not have to walk through sorrow alone.

God was already planting seeds of redemption long before Naomi could see them.
Perhaps God is doing the same in your life today.
Prayer

God of hope, when my story feels broken or unfinished, help me trust that You are still
writing. Open my eyes to the people You have placed beside me, and help me become
that kind of faithful companion for someone else. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Think of someone who has walked beside you during a difficult season. Reach out
today with a note or a phone call to thank them.

Monday, August 10

Faithful Love Changes Lives

Scripture: Ruth 1:16-17

Reflection

Ruth's promise to Naomi is remarkable because it asks for nothing in return.

She does not know what life in Bethlehem will hold. There is no guarantee of
acceptance or security. She chooses faithfulness simply because love compels her.

That kind of love is rare.

Our culture often measures relationships by what we receive. We ask whether people
make us happy, meet our needs, or help us succeed. Ruth reminds us that love is also
measured by steadfast commitment.

This is the kind of love God continually shows us.

God remains faithful when we struggle. God walks beside us through seasons of joy
and grief. God's covenant love never depends on whether life is easy.

The Spirit shapes us into people who love this way.



Faithful love does not solve every problem overnight. It does something even deeper. It
reminds people they are not alone.

In a lonely world, faithful presence may be one of the greatest gifts we can offer.
Prayer

Loving God, teach me to love with faithfulness instead of convenience. Help me
become someone whose presence brings hope and encouragement to others. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Spend intentional, uninterrupted time with someone today. Offer your full attention
without rushing or multitasking.

Tuesday, August 11

The Courage to Belong

Scripture: Ruth 2:1-7

Reflection

When Ruth begins gathering grain in Boaz's field, she enters as an outsider.
She has no wealth.

No social standing.

No guarantee of welcome.

She simply shows up.

Many people know what it feels like to enter unfamiliar places wondering whether they
will truly belong.

A new church.

A new school.

A new neighborhood.

A new job.

A new season of life.

The fear of rejection keeps many people from taking those first brave steps.

Yet Ruth teaches us that belonging often begins with courage.



The Church has a sacred calling here.

Every person who walks through our doors should encounter more than friendliness.
They should experience genuine welcome.

Belonging is more than being noticed.

It is being valued.

It is hearing, through words and actions, "There is a place for you here."
That is how God welcomes each of us.

Prayer

God of welcome, give me courage when | feel like an outsider. Help our church become
a place where every person experiences genuine belonging and love. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Introduce yourself to someone you do not know well this week. Learn their name and
part of their story.

Wednesday, August 12

Hospitality as Holy Work

Scripture: Ruth 2:8-16

Reflection

Boaz could have ignored Ruth.

Instead, he chooses generosity.

He offers protection.

He provides food.

He instructs his workers to leave extra grain behind so Ruth will have enough.
Boaz understands something important.
Hospitality is more than politeness.

It is justice expressed through kindness.

Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly calls God's people to care for widows, orphans,
foreigners, and those living on the margins.



Hospitality reflects God's own heart.

Every welcoming word.

Every shared meal.

Every invitation.

Every act of generosity.

These ordinary acts become sacred because they reveal God's love.
The Spirit continues calling the Church to widen the circle.

Who still stands at the edge, wondering if there is room?

Perhaps God is inviting us to make space.

Prayer

Generous God, open my heart to those who feel forgotten or overlooked. Help me
practice hospitality that reflects Your abundant grace. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Invite someone to coffee, lunch, or conversation this week, especially someone who
may be feeling lonely or disconnected.

Thursday, August 13

God's Quiet Providence

Scripture: Ruth 2:19-23

Reflection

One phrase in Ruth quietly changes everything:

"So she happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz."
It sounds like coincidence.

But throughout the story we begin seeing God's quiet providence.
God rarely appears dramatically in Ruth.

There are no burning bushes.

No parting seas.

No angels.



Instead, God works through ordinary people making faithful choices.
This reminds us that God's presence is often hidden within everyday life.
A chance conversation.

An unexpected friendship.

Atimely phone call.

An opportunity that seemed accidental.

Looking back, we sometimes discover that what appeared random was actually grace
unfolding one step at a time.

The Spirit is often working long before we recognize it.
God's faithfulness is not always loud.

Sometimes it is wonderfully quiet.

Prayer

God of quiet grace, help me recognize Your presence in the ordinary moments of life.
Open my eyes to the ways You are already working around me. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

At the end of today, write down three ordinary moments where you noticed God's
goodness.

Friday, August 14

Redemption Is a Community Project

Scripture: Ruth 4:13-17

Reflection

By the end of Ruth's story, Naomi's emptiness has become joy.
Ruth's loneliness has become family.

Boaz's generosity has become blessing for generations.

No one reaches this ending alone.

Every person played a role.

Ruth remained faithful.



Boaz acted generously.

The women of Bethlehem encouraged Naomi.

Together they participated in God's work of redemption.

The Church is called to live this way.

Transformation rarely happens in isolation.

People heal through relationships.

Faith grows through community.

Hope is strengthened when we carry one another's burdens.

God often changes individual stories through faithful communities.
Prayer

God of community, help us build a church where people find healing, encouragement,
and hope together. May we participate in Your work of redemption every day. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Look for one opportunity today to encourage someone who may be carrying a heavy
burden.

Saturday, August 15

You Belong

Scripture: Ruth 4:17; Matthew 1:5

Reflection

The final surprise in Ruth's story comes generations later.
This foreign widow.

This outsider.

This woman who arrived with nothing.
Becomes the great-grandmother of King David.
And eventually, part of the family tree of Jesus.
Only God could write a story like that.

What began with famine ends with abundance.



What began with grief ends with hope.

What began with exclusion ends with belonging.

This is the Gospel.

God continually welcomes people who believe they have no place.
God creates family where there was loneliness.

God builds community where there was separation.

The Church exists to continue telling that story.

Every Sunday, every ministry, every act of kindness proclaims the same truth:
You belong.

Not because you have earned it.

Not because you are perfect.

But because God's love has made room for you.

And when God changes the story, outsiders become family.
Prayer

Gracious God, thank You for making room for me in Your family. Help me become
someone who reflects Your radical welcome so that others may know they belong as
well. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Complete this sentence in your journal:

"God is changing my story by helping me belong through..."



Week 3: Courage for Such a Time
Esther: Risking Everything
Week of August 16-22, 2026

Theme Verse:
"Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this."
Esther 4:14

Week's Focus:

Sometimes transformation means discovering that your position is actually your calling.
God is often at work behind the scenes, inviting ordinary people to extraordinary
courage. Courage is rarely the absence of fear. Courage is love acting despite fear.

Sunday, August 16

For Such a Time as This
Scripture: Esther 4:13-17
Reflection

Few verses in Scripture have inspired as many people as Mordecai's challenge to
Esther: "Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as
this."

Those words changed Esther's life.

Until this moment, Esther had lived quietly. She had hidden her Jewish identity. She had
adapted to palace life. She had survived by remaining unnoticed.

Then everything changed.

A decree threatened the lives of her people, and Esther realized that neutrality was no
longer an option.

There are moments in every life when we recognize that God has placed us exactly
where we are for reasons larger than ourselves.

Perhaps it is speaking up for someone who cannot speak for themselves.
Perhaps it is caring for a struggling neighbor.
Perhaps it is leading during a difficult season.

Perhaps it is offering hope when others have grown cynical.



Most of us wait to feel courageous before acting.

Esther teaches us that courage often comes after we take the first faithful step.
She was afraid.

She knew the risks.

She understood that approaching the king without invitation could cost her life.
Yet love became stronger than fear.

The Spirit continues calling ordinary people into extraordinary moments.

The question is not whether we feel ready.

The question is whether we will trust God enough to say yes.

Prayer

God of courage, help me recognize the opportunities You place before me. Give me
strength to choose faithfulness over fear and love over comfort. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Ask yourself: "Where has God placed me for such a time as this?" Write whatever
comes to mind.

Monday, August 17

God Works Behind the Scenes
Scripture: Esther 2:15-18
Reflection

One of the most fascinating aspects of Esther is that God's name never appears in the
entire book.

At first, that seems surprising.

Yet by the end of the story, God's fingerprints are everywhere.
Coincidences become providence.

Ordinary conversations change history.

Unexpected opportunities become instruments of salvation.

The book reminds us that God's silence is not God's absence.



Many seasons of life feel like Esther.

We pray but hear no immediate answer.

We struggle but see no dramatic miracle.
We wonder whether God is still working.

The truth is that God often works quietly.

The Spirit moves through conversations, relationships, unexpected timing, and faithful
decisions that seem ordinary in the moment.

Looking back, we often recognize that God was guiding us all along.

Faith means trusting God's presence even when God's activity is difficult to recognize.
The hidden work of God is still holy work.

Prayer

Lord, help me trust You even when | cannot clearly see what You are doing. Open my
eyes to recognize Your quiet presence in my daily life. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Reflect on a time in your life when you later realized God had been working long before
you recognized it.

Tuesday, August 18

Fear Does Not Have the Final Word

Scripture: Esther 4:10-16

Reflection

Esther's fear was completely understandable.

The law was clear.

Anyone who approached the king without invitation risked execution.
This was not imagined anxiety.

This was genuine danger.

Yet Esther teaches us something important about courage.

Courage is not pretending danger does not exist.



Courage is choosing faithfulness despite the danger.

Too often we assume fear means we should stop.

But Scripture tells another story.

Moses was afraid.

Jeremiah was afraid.

Mary was afraid.

The disciples were afraid.

Even Jesus experienced deep anguish in Gethsemane.
Fear itself is not failure.

The Spirit meets us within our fear and slowly strengthens us to keep moving forward.
Faith grows every time we choose obedience over anxiety.
God rarely removes every reason to be afraid.

Instead, God reminds us that we never face fear alone.
Prayer

Faithful God, when fear threatens to overwhelm me, remind me that Your presence is
greater than my anxiety. Help me choose faithfulness today. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Identify one fear that has been limiting you. Pray specifically for courage to take one
faithful step.

Wednesday, August 19

Your Voice Matters

Scripture: Proverbs 31:8-9

Reflection

For much of Esther's life, silence had protected her.
Eventually silence became impossible.

There are times when speaking carries risk.

Speaking against injustice.



Speaking for someone who is excluded.

Speaking truth when lies seem easier.

Speaking compassion when anger dominates the conversation.
The Church has always been called to be a prophetic voice.
Not loud for the sake of attention.

Not argumentative for the sake of winning.

But courageous enough to speak truth in love.

The Spirit empowers people whose voices have too often been ignored.
God has always worked through unexpected messengers.
Young people.

Women.

Foreigners.

Fishermen.

Tax collectors.

Former persecutors.

Ordinary disciples.

Never underestimate what God can do through a faithful voice.
Prayer

God of truth, give me wisdom to know when to speak and courage to say what needs to
be said with grace and compassion. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Speak one encouraging, truthful word to someone today who needs hope.

Thursday, August 20
Choosing Love Over Comfort
Scripture: Philippians 2:3-5

Reflection



Comfort is not always the enemy.

But comfort becomes dangerous when it keeps us from loving others well.
Esther could have remained safe in the palace.

She could have protected herself.

Instead, she chose solidarity with people who were suffering.

Love often requires leaving comfortable places.

It may mean listening to difficult stories.

Standing beside hurting people.

Giving generously.

Forgiving deeply.

Working for justice.

The Spirit continually invites us beyond self-protection and into compassionate action.
Jesus modeled this throughout his ministry.

He crossed boundaries.

Touched those others avoided.

Welcomed those society rejected.

Love continually moved him beyond comfort.

The same Spirit now lives within us.

Prayer

God of compassion, keep me from allowing comfort to become more important than
love. Open my heart to the needs of those around me. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Look for one opportunity today to choose compassion over convenience.

Friday, August 21
One Person Can Make a Difference

Scripture: Esther 7:1-6



Reflection

History often changes because one person decides to act.

Esther could not solve every problem in Persia.

She could only do the next faithful thing.

That was enough.

Sometimes we become overwhelmed because the world's needs seem endless.
We cannot end every injustice.

We cannot heal every hurt.

We cannot fix every broken system by ourselves.

But we can remain faithful where God has placed us.

The Spirit rarely asks us to do everything.

The Spirit asks us to do something.

One conversation.

One act of generosity.

One invitation.

One courageous decision.

God has always multiplied the faithfulness of ordinary people.

Never underestimate what one life surrendered to God can accomplish.
Prayer

Lord, help me focus on the faithful work You have placed before me today. Use my
ordinary acts of obedience to accomplish extraordinary good. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Choose one concrete act of service you can complete today for someone else.

Saturday, August 22
Courage Changes the Story
Scripture: Esther 8:15-17



Reflection

Because Esther chose courage, an entire nation experienced hope.

Her story reminds us that transformation rarely begins with people who feel fearless.
It begins with people who trust God enough to act despite uncertainty.

Throughout this week we have seen that courage is not something reserved for biblical
heroes.

It is available to every disciple who listens to the Spirit.
There are still stories waiting to be rewritten.
Families waiting for reconciliation.
Communities longing for justice.

Churches discovering new ways to serve.
Neighbors hoping someone will notice.

The world does not need more perfect people.
It needs people willing to say yes to God.

Like Esther.

Like countless disciples throughout history.
Like you.

God is still changing stories through ordinary people who trust Him with extraordinary
moments.

Prayer

God of every generation, thank You for calling ordinary people into Your extraordinary
work. Give me the courage to trust You, to love boldly, and to live faithfully wherever You
have placed me. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Complete this sentence in your journal:

"God is changing my story by giving me courage to..."



Week 4: Failure Isn't Final
Peter: Grace Writes Better Endings
Week of August 23-29, 2026

Theme Verse:
"The Lord turned and looked at Peter."
Luke 22:61

Week's Focus:
Failure is often the beginning of transformation. God restores rather than replaces. The
resurrection does not erase our failures. It redeems them and gives us a new beginning.

Sunday, August 23

When We Fail Ourselves
Scripture: Luke 22:54-62
Reflection

Peter never intended to fail.

Just hours before denying Jesus, he boldly declared that he was ready to go to prison
and even to death. He believed every word he said. Peter was sincere. He loved Jesus
deeply. Yet when fear overwhelmed him, his courage disappeared, and he denied even
knowing his Lord.

That is what makes Peter's story so personal.

Most of us have made promises we fully intended to keep. We have promised patience
but lost our temper. We have promised forgiveness but continued holding grudges. We
have promised to trust God but found ourselves consumed by worry. We have promised
to love well but have often fallen short.

Failure has a way of surprising us.
Sometimes the person who disappoints us the most is ourselves.

Peter's tears after the rooster crowed were not simply tears of guilt. They were tears of
grief. He had become someone he never imagined he could be.

Many people carry that same sorrow.
They believe one mistake defines them forever.

They assume God has moved on to someone more faithful.



But Peter's story reminds us that failure is never the final chapter for those who belong
to Christ.

The same Jesus Peter denied would soon seek him out again.
Grace was already moving long before Peter realized it.

Our worst moment is never greater than God's redeeming love.
Prayer

Merciful Savior, thank You that my failures never surprise You. When | disappoint
myself, remind me that Your grace is greater than my shame. Help me trust that You are
still writing my story. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Reflect on a failure you still carry. Instead of hiding it, honestly place it before God in
prayer.

Monday, August 24

Shame Wants the Last Word

Scripture: Psalm 51:10-12

Reflection

Failure and shame are not the same thing.
Failure is something we experience.
Shame tells us who we are.

Peter failed.

Shame likely whispered, "You are a failure."
Those are very different statements.

Shame convinces us that our mistakes become our identity. It tells us that we are
beyond redemption, beyond usefulness, beyond hope.

Scripture consistently rejects that lie.
David failed terribly, yet God called him a man after God's own heart.
Jonah ran away, yet God still used him.

Thomas doubted, yet Jesus welcomed him.



Peter denied Christ, yet Christ would soon entrust him with caring for the church.

The Spirit never minimizes sin, but neither does the Spirit allow shame to become our
identity.

God calls us beloved even while transforming us.
Grace tells the truth about our failures without allowing them to define us forever.
Prayer

God of mercy, free me from the shame that keeps me trapped in the past. Create in me
a clean heart and restore the joy of Your salvation. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Write this sentence in your journal: "I am not defined by my worst moment. | am defined
by God's grace."

Tuesday, August 25

Breakfast by the Sea

Scripture: John 21:1-14

Reflection

One of the most beautiful scenes in all of Scripture begins with breakfast.

After the resurrection, Jesus finds the disciples fishing. Peter has returned to what is
familiar. Perhaps he believes his calling is over.

But Jesus does something unexpected.
He builds a charcoal fire.

He prepares breakfast.

He invites them to eat.

There are no lectures.

No public embarrassment.

No reminders of Peter's failure.

Grace begins with hospitality.

Before Jesus restores Peter's calling, He first feeds him.



This tells us something important about God's character.
God meets us with compassion before correction.
God nourishes before sending.

The risen Christ knows that wounded people often need to experience love before they
can receive healing.

Sometimes we imagine God waiting for us with disappointment.
Instead, we discover breakfast waiting on the shore.

Grace often looks much gentler than we expected.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for meeting me with kindness instead of condemnation. Feed my
soul with Your grace and remind me that | am always welcome at Your table. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Share a meal with someone this week and make the conversation a gift of presence
rather than distraction.

Wednesday, August 26

Do You Love Me?

Scripture: John 21:15-17

Reflection

Three times Peter denied Jesus.

Three times Jesus asks, "Do you love me?"
Jesus does not ask, "Why did you fail ?"

He does not ask, "Can you explain yourself?"
He asks about love.

Why?

Because Peter's deepest identity was never rooted in his failure.
It was rooted in his relationship with Christ.

Each question becomes an opportunity for healing.



Each answer loosens shame's grip.

Each commission restores Peter's purpose.
"Feed my sheep."

Notice that Jesus does not replace Peter.
He restores him.

That is often how grace works.

God does not discard broken people.

God heals them and then invites them back into meaningful service.
Our failures may shape us.

They do not have to define us.

Prayer

Restoring Christ, thank You for seeing beyond my failures to the person You are still
shaping me to become. Help me respond to Your love with faithful service. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Ask yourself: "If Jesus asked me today, 'Do you love me?' how would | answer through
the way | live?"

Thursday, August 27

Grace Gives New Purpose

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17-20

Reflection

Peter's greatest ministry begins after his greatest failure.

That is no coincidence.

People who have experienced grace often become the most compassionate leaders.
Peter understands weakness now.

He understands forgiveness.

He understands second chances.

Those experiences prepare him to shepherd others with humility rather than pride.



The Spirit often transforms our deepest wounds into places of ministry.
The addiction you overcame may help someone find recovery.

The grief you survived may enable you to comfort another.

The questions you wrestled with may help someone else keep believing.
God wastes nothing.

Even painful chapters become part of the testimony of grace.
Transformation does not erase the past.

It redeems it.

Prayer

God of redemption, use every part of my story for Your glory. Help me see how even
difficult experiences can become opportunities to encourage and serve others. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Think about one difficult season that has shaped your faith. How might God use that
experience to bless someone else?

Friday, August 28

Failure Is a Better Teacher Than Success

Scripture: James 1:2-4

Reflection

Success often builds confidence.

Failure often builds character.

Peter's early confidence was sincere, but it depended largely on his own strength.
After his failure, Peter became more humble.

More compassionate.

More dependent on God.

The Spirit often accomplishes deeper work through brokenness than through easy
victories.

That does not mean God causes failure.



It means God refuses to waste it.

Some of our greatest spiritual growth comes through seasons we would never have
chosen.

Those seasons teach us patience.
Compassion.

Humility.

Dependence.

Hope.

Peter became a stronger leader because he learned that faithfulness depends on God's
strength rather than his own.

That remains true for us.
Prayer

Faithful God, thank You for continuing to shape my character through every season of
life. Help me trust that You are still working, even through disappointment and failure.
Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Reflect on one lesson you have learned through failure that success alone could never
have taught you.

Saturday, August 29

Grace Writes Better Endings
Scripture: Acts 2:14-41
Reflection

The man who once denied knowing Jesus now stands before thousands proclaiming
the Gospel.

Peter's story has been rewritten.
Not because he became perfect.
But because grace proved stronger than failure.

That is the heart of the Gospel.



The cross tells us that sin is real.
The resurrection tells us that grace is greater.

Peter's restoration reminds us that God specializes in writing better endings than we
could ever imagine.

No matter how broken the chapter you are living today may seem, it is not the final
chapter.

God is still writing.

There are still conversations to have.

People to love.

Ministry to offer.

Hope to share.

The same grace that restored Peter continues restoring lives today.
When God changes the story, failure becomes testimony.
Shame becomes freedom.

Brokenness becomes blessing.

And endings become new beginnings.

Prayer

God of amazing grace, thank You for never giving up on me. Continue writing Your story
in my life, and help me trust that Your grace always has the final word. Through Jesus
Christ, my risen Lord. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Complete this sentence in your journal:

"God is changing my story by helping me believe that...



Week 5: Radical Conversion
Paul: When Enemies Become Apostles
Week of August 30 — September 5, 2026

Theme Verse:

"If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!"

2 Corinthians 5:17

Week's Focus:

God changes not only hearts but entire worldviews. Transformation includes
repentance, humility, and seeing people through the eyes of Christ. No one is beyond
the reach of God's grace.

Sunday, August 30
Interrupted by Grace
Scripture: Acts 9:1-9
Reflection

Saul was not looking for Jesus.

In fact, he believed he was serving God by opposing the followers of Christ. Armed with
authority and conviction, he traveled the road to Damascus determined to silence what
he believed was dangerous heresy.

Then everything changed.

A blinding light stopped him in his tracks. A voice spoke his name: "Saul, Saul, why do
you persecute me?"

Notice that Jesus did not begin by condemning Saul. He began by calling him by name.
Grace often interrupts our lives when we least expect it.

Most of us assume transformation happens because people finally decide to seek God.
But throughout Scripture, we see another pattern. God often seeks us first.

Abraham was called while living an ordinary life.
Moses encountered God while tending sheep.

Peter met Jesus while fishing.



Saul met Christ while traveling in the wrong direction.

God's grace is wonderfully persistent.

Sometimes it interrupts our carefully planned lives.

Sometimes it challenges convictions we have held for years.
Sometimes it completely rewrites the story we thought we were living.

The road to Damascus reminds us that no one is too far away, too stubborn, or too
convinced of their own righteousness for God to reach.

Transformation often begins with a holy interruption.
Prayer

Gracious God, thank You for pursuing me even when | do not recognize my need for
You. Interrupt my life wherever | have wandered from Your heart, and lead me into Your
truth. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Reflect on a moment when God unexpectedly redirected your life. Thank God for the
interruptions that became blessings.

Monday, August 31

When Certainty Becomes Blindness

Scripture: Acts 9:3-9

Reflection

Ironically, Saul could finally see only after he became blind.

Before Damascus, Saul believed he understood everything. He knew who was right and
who was wrong. He was certain about God's will.

Then Christ revealed that his certainty had become spiritual blindness.
There is a difference between conviction and certainty.

Conviction remains humble enough to keep learning.

Certainty often believes there is nothing left to learn.

One of the greatest obstacles to spiritual growth is believing we have already arrived.



The Holy Spirit continually stretches our understanding of God, our neighbors, and
ourselves.

Faith is not about clinging to every assumption we have ever held.
Faith is about remaining open to God's ongoing work of transformation.
Sometimes the greatest miracle is not physical sight.

It is seeing the world differently.

Prayer

Lord, free me from the pride that believes | already know everything You want to teach
me. Give me a humble heart that is always willing to learn. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Ask yourself, "Where might | need to be more teachable?" Pray for humility in that area.

Tuesday, September 1

Learning to See People Differently

Scripture: Acts 9:10-19

Reflection

Ananias must have been shocked when God told him to visit Saul.
This was the man responsible for imprisoning Christians.

The man everyone feared.

The man who had caused enormous suffering.

Yet God saw something Ananias could not yet see.

God saw an apostle.

One of the most difficult parts of following Christ is learning to see people through God's
eyes instead of our assumptions.

We are quick to label people.
Enemy.
Failure.

Outsider.



Hopeless.

But God has a remarkable habit of rewriting identities.

The persecutor becomes a preacher.

The enemy becomes family.

The Spirit continually challenges us to believe that people can change.
Not because human effort is enough.

But because God's grace is powerful enough.

Prayer

God of transformation, help me see others with hope instead of judgment. Teach me to
believe that Your grace can change every human heart, including my own. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Pray today for someone you find difficult to understand or love. Ask God to help you see
them differently.

Wednesday, September 2

Repentance Is More Than Regret

Scripture: Acts 9:20-22

Reflection

Saul's conversion was not simply an emotional experience.
It changed everything.

His understanding of Scripture changed.

His understanding of God changed.

His understanding of power changed.

His understanding of enemies changed.

Biblical repentance means more than feeling sorry.

It means changing direction.

It means allowing God to reshape the way we think, love, speak, and live.

Real transformation always produces visible fruit.



People noticed that Saul was different because his life looked different.
The Spirit still works this way.

Conversion is not merely believing new ideas.

It is becoming a new person.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, continue transforming every part of my life. Help my faith become visible
through the way I love, forgive, and serve others. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Ask yourself, "How has my faith changed the way | treat other people?" Write your
reflections.

Thursday, September 3

Grace Creates Humility

Scripture: Philippians 3:4-9

Reflection

Years after Damascus, Paul looked back on everything he once considered important.
His education.

His accomplishments.

His religious status.

His reputation.

None of those things defined him anymore.

Meeting Christ changed his priorities completely.

Grace has a way of humbling us.

Not by humiliating us.

By helping us recognize that everything we have is ultimately a gift from God.
Humility is not thinking less of ourselves.

It is thinking of ourselves honestly.

The Spirit gently removes our need to prove ourselves.



We no longer have to compete for God's love.

We already have it.

That freedom allows us to serve with joy instead of striving.
Prayer

Lord, free me from the need to prove my worth through accomplishments or recognition.
Help me find my identity in Your grace alone. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Spend time thanking God today for gifts you did nothing to earn.

Friday, September 4

Can People Really Change?

Scripture: Ezekiel 36:26-27

Reflection

One of the questions people often ask is whether anyone truly changes.
The Gospel answers with a resounding yes.

Not because people possess unlimited willpower.

But because the Holy Spirit continues creating new hearts.

Paul's life became living proof.

The man who once spread fear began planting churches.

The man who imprisoned believers became imprisoned for the Gospel.
The man who promoted violence became an ambassador of reconciliation.
That kind of transformation is nothing short of miraculous.

The same Spirit continues working today.

Not every change happens overnight.

Some transformations take years.

But God never gives up on unfinished people.

Including us.



Prayer

God of new beginnings, thank You for believing in the possibilities of my life even when |
struggle to believe in myself. Continue transforming me day by day. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Reflect on one area where you have experienced growth over the past few years.
Thank God for His patient work in your life.

Saturday, September 5

A Story Still Being Written

Scripture: Philippians 1:6

Reflection

Paul's story did not end on the Damascus Road.

It began there.

The same is true for every disciple.

Conversion is not the finish line.

It is the beginning of a lifelong journey of becoming more like Christ.
God continues shaping us.

Teaching us.

Correcting us.

Expanding our compassion.

Deepening our faith.

Stretching our understanding.

None of us ever graduates from grace.

The Spirit continues writing new chapters throughout our lives.

That should give us tremendous hope.

If God could transform Saul into Paul, imagine what God can still do in us.
Your story is not finished.

God is still writing.



And every chapter is filled with new possibilities for grace.
Prayer

Faithful God, thank You for never giving up on me. Continue writing Your story in my life.
May | remain open to every new lesson, every new act of grace, and every new
opportunity to reflect the love of Christ. Through Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Complete this sentence in your journal:

"God is changing my story by teaching me to see..."



Week 6: Witness to Resurrection
Mary Magdalene: The First Easter Preacher
Week of September 6-12, 2026

Theme Verse:
"Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 'l have seen the Lord."™
John 20:18

Week's Focus:

The resurrection transforms grief into hope and silenced voices into proclamation. God
entrusts the Good News to unexpected people, reminding us that every disciple is
called to bear witness to the risen Christ.

Sunday, September 6

Love Stayed

Scripture: John 20:1-2

Reflection

Before the resurrection came the waiting.
Before the joy came the grief.

Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb while it was still dark. She came carrying spices,
expecting to care for the body of the one she loved. She was not looking for a miracle.
She was simply remaining faithful in the middle of heartbreak.

That is one of the most beautiful things about Mary.
She stayed.

Many of the disciples had scattered in fear. Peter wrestled with shame. Others hid
behind locked doors. But Mary came back to the tomb.

Love brought her there.

Sometimes faith does not feel triumphant.
Sometimes faith simply means showing up.
Showing up to pray when our hearts are heavy.
Showing up for worship when our faith feels weak.

Showing up for a grieving friend.



Showing up to keep loving when life has become painful.

God often meets us not because we have extraordinary faith, but because we faithfully
keep coming back.

Mary did not know resurrection was waiting.

She simply came because love refused to give up.
Perhaps that is where many of us find ourselves today.
Still showing up.

Still praying.

Still hoping.

Still loving.

The good news is that Christ often meets people who faithfully remain present, even
when they cannot yet imagine how the story will end.

Prayer

Risen Lord, thank You for meeting me in the ordinary acts of faithfulness that sometimes
feel unnoticed. Help me remain faithful even when | cannot yet see what You are doing.
Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Show up intentionally today for someone who needs your presence. Your simple
faithfulness may become God's gift to them.

Monday, September 7

Tears Are Not the End

Scripture: John 20:11-15

Reflection

Mary stood outside the tomb weeping.
Her tears were real.

She had lost everything she thought her future would be. The teacher she loved had
been crucified. Now even his body appeared to be gone.

Grief has a way of narrowing our vision.



Mary looked directly at Jesus and did not recognize him.

Her sorrow was so overwhelming that resurrection stood before her unnoticed.
Many of us know that feeling.

There are seasons when grief clouds everything.

Loss changes how we see the world.

Whether we are mourning a loved one, a relationship, our health, or a dream that never
came to be, sorrow can make hope difficult to recognize.

The beautiful truth of Easter is not that grief disappears.

It is that Christ enters our grief.

Jesus does not criticize Mary's tears.

He simply asks, "Why are you weeping?"

It is a gentle invitation.

God is never threatened by our sadness.

Our tears are not signs of weak faith.

Sometimes they become the very place where resurrection begins.
Prayer

Compassionate Christ, meet me in every place of grief and sorrow. Help me trust that
You are present even when | cannot recognize You. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

If you are grieving today, spend time honestly naming your loss before God. Do not rush
your healing.

Tuesday, September 8

Called by Name

Scripture: John 20:16

Reflection

Everything changes with one word.

"Mary'"



Jesus speaks her name, and suddenly she recognizes him.
That moment reminds us of something deeply personal about God's love.
Jesus does not simply love humanity in general.

Jesus knows each of us personally.

He knows our names.

Our stories.

Our fears.

Our questions.

Our hopes.

Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly calls people by name.
"Moses."

"Samuel."

"Martha."

"Saul."

Now, "Mary."

God's call is always personal before it becomes public.

Before Mary is sent to proclaim the resurrection, she first experiences being personally
known by Christ.

That remains true today.

Our ministry grows out of relationship.

Our witness begins with encounter.

The Spirit continually reminds us that we are not anonymous servants.
We are beloved children whom God knows completely.

There is tremendous comfort in knowing that even when the world misunderstands us,
Christ still knows our name.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for knowing me personally and loving me completely. Help me
hear Your voice calling me each day. Amen.



Spiritual Practice

Read Isaiah 43:1 slowly. Replace Israel's name with your own and hear God's promise
personally.

Wednesday, September 9
The First Witness
Scripture: John 20:17-18
Reflection

One of the remarkable truths of Easter is that the first withess to the resurrection was
Mary Magdalene.

In the culture of the first century, women were rarely considered reliable public
witnesses.

Yet God chose Mary.

Not Peter.

Not John.

Not one of the religious leaders.

Mary.

God has always delighted in surprising the world.
Throughout Scripture, God continually calls unexpected people.
Young David.

Foreign Ruth.

Reluctant Moses.

Fishermen.

Tax collectors.

Persecutor Saul.

And now Mary Magdalene.

The resurrection reminds us that God's call is not determined by social status,
education, wealth, or public influence.



It is rooted in grace.

Every disciple has a witness to share.

Your story matters.

Your experience of God's faithfulness matters.

The Spirit still sends ordinary people to proclaim extraordinary hope.
Prayer

God of surprising grace, thank You for calling ordinary people into Your extraordinary
work. Give me courage to share the hope You have given me. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Share one story this week about how God has been faithful in your life with someone
you trust.

Thursday, September 10

Resurrection Changes Everything

Scripture: 1 Peter 1:3

Reflection

Mary arrived expecting death.

She left proclaiming life.

That is what resurrection does.

It changes the ending.

The resurrection did not erase the cross.

The scars remained.

The grief was real.

But death no longer had the final word.

Many people live as though Good Friday is the end of the story.
They assume brokenness, fear, failure, or disappointment will always define their future.
The resurrection says otherwise.

God specializes in bringing new life where people expect only endings.



Hope where people expect despair.

Joy where people expect sorrow.

Grace where people expect condemnation.

Every Easter reminds us that God is always capable of writing another chapter.
The Spirit continues bringing resurrection into ordinary lives every day.

Prayer

Living Christ, remind me that no situation is beyond Your power to redeem. Fill me with
resurrection hope for every place where | have grown discouraged. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Identify one situation that feels hopeless. Pray specifically for God to bring new life into
it.

Friday, September 11

Every Disciple Is Sent

Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20

Reflection

After Mary encountered the risen Christ, she was immediately given a mission.
"Go."

The same word that began Abraham's journey now begins Mary's.
Faith is never meant to remain private.

Every encounter with Christ becomes an invitation to serve others.
Not everyone is called to preach from a pulpit.

But every Christian bears witness through daily life.

Through kindness.

Through forgiveness.

Through generosity.

Through justice.

Through hope.



People often wonder whether they have a ministry.
The answer is yes.
Every act of love becomes a testimony to the risen Christ.

The Spirit sends every believer into the world as a living witness to God's transforming
grace.

Prayer

Sending God, help me recognize the opportunities You give me each day to reflect Your
love. Use my words and actions to point others toward Christ. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Look intentionally for one opportunity today to encourage someone with hope.

Saturday, September 12
Called to Tell the Story
Scripture: Psalm 107:2
Reflection

Mary's story becomes our story.
She encountered Christ.

She was transformed.

She was sent.

That pattern continues today.

The Church exists because generation after generation of ordinary people kept telling
the story.

Parents told children.

Friends encouraged friends.
Neighbors welcomed neighbors.
Pastors preached.

Missionaries traveled.

Teachers taught.



Believers simply shared what they had seen and experienced.

The Gospel has always spread through transformed lives.

God is still writing new stories every day.

Stories of healing.

Stories of forgiveness.

Stories of reconciliation.

Stories of hope.

Perhaps someone is waiting to hear yours.

Like Mary, we are invited to leave the empty tomb and carry resurrection into the world.

Because when God changes the story, grief becomes hope, silence becomes
proclamation, and ordinary disciples become bearers of extraordinary Good News.

Prayer

Risen Lord, thank You for including me in Your story of redemption. Give me courage to
share the hope of the resurrection wherever You send me. May my life always point
others toward Your love and grace. Through Christ our risen Savior. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Complete this sentence in your journal:

"God is changing my story by helping me proclaim...”



Week 7: Becoming God's New Community
The Church: A Story Still Being Written
Week of September 13-19, 2026

Theme Verse:
"See, | am making all things new."
Revelation 21:5

Week's Focus:

The greatest transformation in Scripture is not simply individual lives, but the creation of
a new community shaped by the Holy Spirit. The Church is God's ongoing story of
reconciliation, justice, grace, and hope. We are not merely recipients of God's
transforming love. We are participants in God's continuing work of renewing the world.

Sunday, September 13

A New Kind of Family

Scripture: Acts 2:42-47

Reflection

When the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost, something remarkable happened.
The miracle was not simply that people spoke different languages.

The greater miracle was that people from different nations, cultures, backgrounds, and
experiences suddenly became one community.

The Church was born.

Not as a building.

Not as an institution.

But as a family.

Throughout this series we have watched God transform individual lives.
Abraham left home.

Ruth found belonging.

Esther discovered courage.

Peter experienced restoration.



Paul encountered radical conversion.

Mary Magdalene became the first witness to resurrection.
Now those transformed lives become something larger.

A community.

The Church has always been God's answer to a divided world.

In a culture that separates people by race, wealth, politics, nationality, and status, the
Gospel creates something entirely different.

People who would never naturally choose one another begin calling each other brothers
and sisters.

The Church is not united because we all think alike.
We are united because Christ has called us together.
That remains our calling today.

Every congregation is meant to become a living witness that God's love is stronger than
the divisions that often define the world.

Prayer

God of every nation and every people, thank You for calling us into one family through
Christ. Help our church reflect the unity, compassion, and love that Your Spirit creates.
Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Pray for someone in your church whom you do not know well. Ask God to help you see
them as family.

Monday, September 14

Every Person Has a Place

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Reflection

One of Paul's favorite images for the Church is the human body.
Every part matters.

Every gift matters.



Every person matters.

The eye cannot say to the hand, "l don't need you."

Neither can longtime members dismiss newcomers.

Neither can visible leaders overlook quiet servants.

The Kingdom of God depends upon every person using the gifts God has given them.
Some preach.

Some teach.

Some visit the sick.

Some prepare meals.

Some pray faithfully.

Some sing.

Some encourage.

Some quietly care for children.

Others faithfully maintain the buildings where ministry happens.

Every act of service becomes holy when offered in love.

Too many Christians underestimate the significance of their contribution because it is
not public.

But God sees every act of faithfulness.

The Church flourishes when every member understands that they belong and that their
gifts matter.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, thank You for creating each of us with unique gifts. Help me discover how
You are calling me to serve Your Church with joy and humility. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Ask yourself, "How has God uniquely gifted me to serve others?" Write your response
and pray about one opportunity to use that gift this week.

Tuesday, September 15



Love Is Our Greatest Witness
Scripture: John 13:34-35
Reflection

Jesus never said the world would recognize his disciples because they won every
argument.

He never said people would know the Church by its buildings, budgets, or popularity.

He said, "By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another."

That is both beautiful and challenging.

Love is difficult.

It requires forgiveness.

Patience.

Listening.

Humility.

Generosity.

Grace.

The Church has not always loved well.

History reminds us of moments when Christians have wounded rather than healed.
Excluded rather than welcomed.

Judged rather than embraced.

Yet the Spirit continually calls the Church back to its true identity.
Love remains our clearest testimony.

Every act of compassion proclaims Christ.

Every welcome offered to a stranger reflects God's Kingdom.
Every bridge built across division bears witness to the Gospel.
Love is still changing the world.

Prayer



Lord Jesus, teach me to love as You have loved me. Help our congregation become
known for compassion, hospitality, and grace. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Perform one unexpected act of kindness today without expecting recognition.

Wednesday, September 16

The Church Is Always Becoming
Scripture: Philippians 1:6
Reflection

The Church is not finished.
Neither are we.

Throughout history, Christians have sometimes spoken as though the Church had
already arrived.

But God continues reforming, renewing, and reshaping God's people.
That is good news.

Because every generation faces new questions.

New challenges.

New opportunities to reflect Christ.

The Holy Spirit continues leading the Church forward.

Not away from the Gospel.

More deeply into it.

As we grow in understanding, we become more compassionate.
More generous.

More courageous.

More committed to justice.

More deeply rooted in grace.

Transformation never ends.

God is still writing the Church's story.



And we have the privilege of living one chapter of it.
Prayer

God of renewal, continue shaping Your Church according to the heart of Christ. Help us
remain humble enough to keep learning and faithful enough to keep following. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Pray for your church's future and ask God how you can help shape that future faithfully.

Thursday, September 17

A Community of Reconciliation

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:18-20

Reflection

Paul says that God has entrusted us with the ministry of reconciliation.
Notice he does not call it the ministry of agreement.
Reconciliation does not require uniformity.

It requires love.

The world is deeply divided.

Politics.

Race.

Economics.

Generations.

Religion.

The Church cannot solve every conflict.

But we can become a different kind of community.
One where people listen before judging.

Forgive before retaliating.

Seek understanding before assuming.

Build bridges instead of walls.



Every act of reconciliation reflects the heart of Christ.

Jesus spent his ministry bringing people together.

The Spirit continues that work through us.

In a divided world, reconciliation may be one of the Church's greatest gifts.
Prayer

Prince of Peace, make me an instrument of reconciliation wherever You send me. Help
me build relationships that reflect Your grace and compassion. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Take one step today toward healing a strained relationship through prayer, forgiveness,
or honest conversation.

Friday, September 18

Joining God's Mission

Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20

Reflection

The Church does not exist for itself.

From the very beginning, Jesus sent his followers into the world.
Not to escape culture.

Not to dominate culture.

But to love the world as Christ loves it.

God's mission has always been larger than church walls.
It includes feeding the hungry.

Welcoming strangers.

Seeking justice.

Caring for creation.

Visiting the lonely.

Sharing the Gospel.

Serving our neighbors.



Living with compassion.

Every believer is a missionary wherever they live.

Your workplace is mission territory.

Your neighborhood is mission territory.

Your family is mission territory.

Every ordinary day becomes an opportunity to reveal God's love.
The Spirit sends us not because we are perfect.

The Spirit sends us because the world needs hope.

Prayer

Sending God, open my eyes to the mission field that surrounds me every day. Help me
reflect Christ wherever | live, work, and serve. Amen.

Spiritual Practice

Ask yourself, "Who in my daily life needs to experience God's love through me this
week?"

Saturday, September 19

The Story Continues

Scripture: Revelation 21:1-5

Reflection

When this series began, Abraham heard God say, "Go."
Today we hear another promise.

"See, | am making all things new."

Those words remind us that God's story is still unfolding.
Abraham's story became Israel's story.

Israel's story led to Jesus.

Jesus' story became the Church's story.

Now the Church carries that story into the world.

And one day, God will complete what God has begun.



Every tear will be wiped away.

Every injustice healed.

Every broken relationship restored.

Every act of love fulfilled.

Until that day, we continue living as resurrection people.
We continue believing that grace is stronger than sin.
Hope is stronger than despair.

Love is stronger than hatred.

Life is stronger than death.

God has changed Abraham's story.

Ruth's story.

Esther's story.

Peter's story.

Paul's story.

Mary Magdalene's story.

And now...

God is changing ours.

The greatest transformation is not behind us.
It is still unfolding.

The story continues.

Prayer

God of new creation, thank You for inviting me into Your great story of redemption.
Continue transforming my life, my church, and my community until the day when all
things are made new in Christ. Help me live each day with hope, courage, and love.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Complete this sentence in your journal:

"God is changing my story by inviting me to become..."



