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Gospel Focus 
 
The Gospel is the good news of Jesus. It’s the mystery revealed of how God redeems His people. It’s the                    
story of God Almighty coming to Earth, living the life that God created everyone to live, and in the end,                    
God died the death that everyone deserved. It’s the focus of the entire Bible. 2 Corinthians 1:20 says “all of                    
God’s promises find their ‘yes’ in  Christ”.  
 
We often miss the Gospel because we don’t think about it much. Many believe the Gospel is just the                   
starting point of Christianity and then after you’re saved you no longer need it.  
 
When we forget the Gospel, we rely upon ourselves for salvation. We think that God is either loving us or                    
not loving us depending on how well we behave for him. To find out how we should behave for God, we                     
look to the OT for how to live - be like this guy, don’t be like this guy. Then we look to the ethical teachings                         
in the NT on how to live.  
 
That is not what Christianity is about. Christianity says “I am accepted; therefore, I obey”. Your salvation                 
is not dependent upon you and what you can do for God, it’s about Christ and what He accomplished in                    
your place. The gospel teaches that on our worst day of failure, the lowest point of your life, the one time                     
in your life that the one thing happened that you still are so ashamed of - on that day, God still loved you,                       
He still accepted you, and He did so because when He looks at you, He sees Christ if in fact you are in                       
Him. On the other hand, on your best of days, the day you shared the gospel with 50 people, the day you                      
helped the poor, the day you prayed for 30 minutes and read your Bible for an hour - on that day, the                      
Gospel teaches us that we’re still not good enough - we still need Christ - our mediator.  
 
David King’s sermon entitled “Your Old Testament Sermon Needs to Get Saved”.  
One of the most pertinent passages he used was from John 5.  

[37] And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you have never                  
heard, his form you have never seen, [38] and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not                      
believe the one whom he has sent. [39] You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you                   
have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, [40] yet you refuse to come to me that you                      
may have life. (John 5:37-40 ESV) 
 

 
5 Exegetical observations 

1. Every part of the OT ( the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings) points to Jesus. 
2. OT texts that don’t contain explicit anticipation of Jesus are part of an OT Canon that by its very                   

nature witnesses to Him. 
3. No OT text can be rightly interpreted without understanding how it has been fulfilled in Jesus. 
4. The Apostles consequently adopted a broad, prophetic understanding of the OT. 
5. The Apostles encouraged reading the entire OT as Christian Scripture.  
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4 Theological Considerations 
1. Progressive Revelation. If you preach an OT passage that doesn’t move to fulfillment in Christ,               

you’re preaching an incomplete story. Everything is fulfilled in Christ.  
2. New Covenant. To preach the OT as if it's still a valid covenant on its own terms is to make a                     

serious hermeneutical error. We have no other way of relating to God today except through the                
New Covenant. 2 Cor 3 - Only through Christ is the veil taken away”.  

3. Christ our Mediator. Man can only relate to God through Jesus - He is the only example to follow. 
4. The End Goal of Preaching. Whatever you perceive to be the end goal in preaching will govern the                  

way you preach (i.e. if you think the end goal is to have good people in the church, then preaching                    
will emphasize behavior modification”.  

 
 

 
The Beginning: Genesis 
 

Chapter 1 
 

[1] In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. [2] The earth was without form and                  
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the                      
waters. 
 

[3] And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. [4] And God saw that the light was                    
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. [5] God called the light Day, and the darkness he                   
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. (Genesis 1:1-5 ESV) 
 

God’s Word created everything. Everything except for what? Himself. God has existed            
eternally, and in three persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - we see this plurality in Genesis                     
1:26 “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”. Well if God made everything, then who made                   
God someone might ask. Asking that question is like asking “What does blue smell like?” What comes                 
from nothing? Nothing! Regardless of where a person stands on whether or not there is a God, everyone                  
must admit that something or someone existed before the world was created. The Big Bang theory                
essentially teaches that everything in the universe came from a small atom. What created the microscopic                
atom that exploded and created the universe? Something has existed eternally, and we know that it is                 
someone, and He has revealed Himself to us and we call Him God.  
 
God created everything, including us. He made us in His own image to know and love Him. He gave us                    
dominion over all the creatures of the Earth and provided the plants for food.  
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Chapter 2 
 

Then God created the seventh day “… and made it holy, because on it God rested from all His                   
work that He had done in creation” (Genesis 2:3).  
 
God gave Adam the commandment to not eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and if he                    
were to do so, then he would surely die.  
 
[25] And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. (Genesis 2:25 ESV) 
 
 

TURNING POINT #1: The Fall 
 
All was good! But Adam sinned and cut all men off from God.  
 

Chapter 3 
 

[1] Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had                   
made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” [2]                    
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, [3] but God said,                       
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest                        
you die.’” [4] But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. [5] For God knows that when                     
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” [6] So when the                       
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was                       
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who                       
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew they were naked. And they                     
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.  (Genesis 3:1-7 ESV) 
 
If you remove Genesis 3 from the Bible, then the rest of Bible wouldn’t make much sense.  
 
Several things to learn from Genesis 3. 

1. The serpent twisted God’s words to tempt humans (3:1) 
2. The flesh gave into temptation (3:6) 
3. The tree of knowledge did give them the knowledge of good and evil, but it didn’t make them like                   

God - it separated them from God (3:5). 
4. Nakedness became shameful (3:10) 
5. Man blamed woman for his mistake (3:12) 
6. Woman didn’t blame man for something! (3:13) 
7. The Lord cursed the serpent (3:14) 
8. We will examine 3:15 in a moment…  
9. Childbearing pains began (3:16) 
10. Male headship was challenged by the woman; the man rejected his headship in v17 (3:16) 
11. Man disobeyed the word of God to listen to the word of his wife (3:17) 
12. Work would be done in toil (3:17) 
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13. The ground was cursed (3:17) 
14. You will return to the dust (3:19) 
15. The first death occurred - an animal was killed to create clothing for Adam and Eve to cover up                   

their nakedness (3:21) // remember before they were naked and not ashamed. Now they were               
naked and ashamed. In order to cover their shame, God had to slay the innocent animal in order                  
to cover them. This foreshadows Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  

16. They were banished from the garden and removed from the presence of the Lord (3:22).  
 
 
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel.”   Genesis 3:15 
 
 
Here is what many theologians refer to as “the first gospel”, or “the first announcement of good news”.                  
I won’t trace the evidence right now, but the words “her offspring” (3:15) refers to Christ. And Christ being                   
bruised by Satan is clear in Scripture ALONG WITH Christ’s triumph over Satan. That is why it is                  
good news - God will destroy the enemy.  
 
 
 

Chapter 4 
 

Adam and Eve conceived Cain and Abel. Cain was the first human ever born of man and                 
woman. It is interesting that the first person ever born was a murderer.  

 
Cain and Abel both presented an offering to the Lord, and the Lord had no regard for Cain                  

AND his offering. That made Cain very angry (4:5). The Lord even spoke to Cain about this - God asked                    
Cain why he was angry and that he if he were to do well, then he will be accepted (4:6-7). God then warns                       
Cain that sin is crouching at the door and its desire is to rule over him, but he must rule over it! (4:7).  
 
Why wasn’t Cain’s offering acceptable? 1 Samuel 16:7 teaches that God sees a man’s heart. The ESV                 
commentary says this “Cain’s fundamentally bad heart can be seen in his resentment toward his brother                
and in his uncooperative answers to God in the rest of the passage. Which is to say… it was bad enough                     
that Cain did bring his firstfruits nor his best, but Cain also didn’t show faith in God, whereas to the                    
contrast, Abel did show faith, which is evidenced by bringing firstborn and the best. (see Hebrews 11:4,6) 
 
Cain then killed Abel, and the Lord put a curse between the ground and Cain.  
 
Cain asked for mercy because the punishment was too severe and therefore feared for his life. God allowed                  
Cain to live and said that He would make sure that anyone who took Cain’s life would fall under God’s                    
vengance (4:15). Cain and his wife had a son and their bloodline began.  
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TURNING POINT #2 | The Righteous Bloodline 
 
Adam and Eve bore another son and named him Seth (4:25). And Eve said, “God has appointed for me                   
another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him” (4:25). Here’s a picture of Christ - The one who                   
was not accepted (Cain) killed the one who was (Abel) and in doing so the Lord provided an offspring that                    
would have a righteous blood-line.  
 
 
 

Chapter 5 
 

Genealogy from Adam to Noah 

Adam - Man 
Seth - appointed 
Enosh - mortal 
Kenan - sorrow (but) 
Mahalalel - The Blessed God 
Jared - shall come down 
Enoch - Teaching  
Methuselah - His death shall bring 
Lamech - (the) despairing 
Noah - comfort and rest 
 
 
 

Chapter 6 
 
Verses 1 - 4 are interesting.  

● At bare minimum the Nephilim were mighty warriors who greatly contributed to the evil in               
that day. That’s the minimum of what they were… We’ll see them again when the spies are sent to                   
Canaan after the exodus.  

● At most the Nephilim were the result of Fallen Angels and human women bearing children,               
which produced a genetic abomination (Giants) and telegraph Satan's attempted counter punch            
to God's gospel message in Genesis 3:15 (Trying to corrupt the seed of man, stop Jesus from                 
coming, and make God a liar) 

 
[5] The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention                  

of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. [6] And the LORD regretted that he had made man                    
on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. [7] So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have                       
created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I                    
am sorry that I have made them.” [8] But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.   (Genesis 6:5-8) 
 

[13] And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled                     
with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth.   (Genesis 6:13) 
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Chapter 7 
 

The Lord sent the rain from above and all the fountains for the great deep came forth for 40 days                    
and nights. Noah was 600 years old when the flood came. Noah took his wife, his sons and their wives                    
onto the ark along with 2 of every kind of animal (7:6).  

 
[15] They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. [16]                       
And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And the LORD                    
shut him in.  (Genesis 7:15-16 ESV) 
 

[19] And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the                 
whole heaven were covered. [22] Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died.                   
(Genesis 7:19, 22) 

 
 
 

Chapter 8 
 
But God remembered Noah… (8:1). The flood ended, the waters lowered, and the ark was               

opened.  
 
“the Lord said in His heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the                  

intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living                  
creature as I have done’.” (8:21). This doesn’t revoke the curse that was pronounced in 3:17,                
because the Hebrew word for curse here is different. - God is strongly saying that He will not flood the                    
Earth again. We live on a planet that is under the curse of God.  

 
 
 

Chapter 9 
 
God commissioned Noah’s family to be fruitful and multiply (9:1). God also declared that it is                

okay to eat meat now as long as it is not alive when you eat it (9:3-4).  
 
[5] And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from                   

man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. 
 

[6] “Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
by man shall his blood be shed, 

for God made man in his own image.    (Genesis 9:5-6 ESV) 
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God established a covenant with Noah and his sons that He, God, would never again send a flood                  
that would destroy the earth. A covenant is like a contract - it’s more than a contract but it is not less.                      
It’s a binding agreement between two parties that has blessings for fulfillments and curses for offenses.                
When a covenant is made, attached with it is a sign. When God established the covenant with Noah, the                   
sign was the rainbow. Tim Keller says that we should think of the rainbow as an actual bow. And where                    
exactly is this bow pointing? Into heaven. Why? Because when the covenant is made, God does not require                  
anything from us in this particular agreement - it is God who is on the line for fulfilling the obligations of                     
the covenant, and if he doesn’t (but He will), then he will be the one to receive the punishment. Could you                     
imagine if the bow were flipped and it was like a bow was pointing towards the earth? That would be a                     
scary thing! God said, “When I bring the clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will                      
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh” (9:14).  

 
[18] The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham was                  

the father of Canaan.) [19] These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the people of the whole                    
earth were dispersed. 
 

[20] Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard. [21] He drank of the wine                     
and became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent. [22] And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the                  
nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. [23] Then Shem and Japheth took a garment,                  
laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their                 
faces were turned backward, and they did not see their father's nakedness. [24] When Noah awoke from                 
his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to him, [25] he said, 
 

“Cursed be Canaan; 
a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.” 

 
[26] He also said, 

 
“Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; 

and let Canaan be his servant. 
[27] May God enlarge Japheth, 

and let him dwell in the tents of Shem, 
and let Canaan be his servant.” (Genesis 9:18-27 ESV) 

 
 
 
 

Chapter 10 
 
Nations descended from Noah.  
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Chapter 11 
The story of Babel.  
 
[4] Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens,                    

and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” [5]                    
And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. [6] And the                      
LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning                   
of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. [7] Come, let                     
us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech.”                 
[8] So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the                     
city. [9] Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the                  
earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.   (Genesis 11:2-9 ESV) 

 
The tower of Babel, though a short story, is very significant. It’s not just tucked away in chapter 11                   

in order to explain why there are multiple languages. The ESV commentary puts it best:  
 
“The tower of Babel… presents a unified humanity using all its resources to establish a city that                 

is the antithesis of what God intended when he created the world. The tower is a symbol of human                   
autonomy, and the city builders see themselves as determining and establishing their own destiny              
without any reference to the Lord.” (69).  

 
This confusion of languages is still in effect today. There are roughly 6,500 different languages               

today (according to infoplease). Just as God confused their languages then, we see that God is still                 
sovereign to unconfuse languages as we will see later on the day of Pentecost.  

 
“This final episode of turning from dependence upon God introduces the reader to the ancestors               

and relatives of Abraham (11:10–26), through whose descendants, and supremely through Jesus Christ,             
God would redeem the world for all who choose to depend upon him. Indeed, at each stage in the history                    
of Genesis there is the hope of redemption in the midst of humanity’s failures: (1) Enoch walked with the                   
Lord and was taken up to heaven; (2) Noah, a second Adam through whom humanity would get a second                   
start, walked with God and was instrumental in saving humanity, being appropriately named God’s              
“comforter” despite his and his family’s sin; and (3) Abraham, despite his flaws, acted in faith and became                  
the father of the faithful.” (Gospel Transformation Bible notes).  

 
 
 
Chapter 11 ends with a list of the descendants of Noah’s son, Shem. Shem’s bloodline leads to                 

Abraham, and we will pick up in chapter 12 next week.  

 

http://www.esvbible.org/Genesis+11.10-26
http://www.esvbible.org/Genesis+1.1-50.26

