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Session 4: The Bible & Church History

1. Introduction 

Read John 14:1-7 

How does one become righteous? 

What is the Bible really about? 

Those questions loom over all of our church history. They loom over us 
today and how we answer those questions determines how we live.  

2. Overview of Christian History 

Setting the Stage | 0 - 400 AD 

In the 1st century, Israel was living under Roman rule. The 
Romans idea of peace was called the Pax Romana, which simply meant 
“live in peace and do not cause us problems or we will kill you”.  

Jews made up about 10% of the population in the entire Roman 
Empire.  

In 70 AD, which is still in the 1st century, a Jewish revolt took place 
and Emperor Titus destroyed the temple in Jerusalem. 

Under persecution, Christianity spread to Egypt, Sudan, Armenia, 
France, Italy, Germany, Britain, Iraq, Iran, India, Greece, Yugoslavia, 
Bosnia, Croatia, Asia Minor (Turkey today), Albania, Algeria, Libya, 
and Tunisia.  

The second Jewish revolt happened between 132 and 135 - 
Jerusalem was destroyed, and most of the population either fled or 
died.  

In 144, Marcion was excommunicated from the Christian church for 
heresy - he taught that there wasn’t a connection between the Old and 
New Testament - the God of the Jews was not the God of the 
Christians. 
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By 200Ad, the church recognized 23 NT books as canonical. 
The Scriptures were translated into 7 languages, including Coptic 
(which is Egyptian).  

The Emperor Diocletian divided the Roman Empire into the East 
and West around 292. This split took place to stabilize the military and 
the economy for such a large empire that was on the verge of collapse. 

Those in the West would later be known as Roman Catholics and those 
in the East were known as orthodox. In Dutch, the word orthodox 
means “right thinking”. 

Constantine, the Roman Emperor, in 313 issued the Edict of Milan, 
which put an end to Christian persecution. 

Jerome and the Latin Vulgate. Written in 397 AD. It was written in 
the common language of the day - Latin. He did not intend to include 
the Apocrypha, but a man named Augustine encouraged him to do so - 
and not for theological reasons, but rather for historical reasons - 
which wasn’t a mistake per say, but it had a negative effect much later. 

In 476, the western part of the Roman Empire fell. This marks the 
beginning of the Middle Ages. The eastern part survived for another 
1,000 years. 

In 800 A.D. Charlemagne was crowned emperor by the Pope. Now he 
didn’t want to be crowned emperor by the Pope  because he didn’t want 
people to have the perception that it was the Pope who gave him power 
- however, that is exactly what the Pope wanted. The Pope was well 
within his rights according to The Donation of Constantine - a 
document created by Constantine that said “I have this vast empire 
that the Lord has given to me, and it’s difficult to rule this whole 
empire; therefore, I give the Western half of my empire to the Pope”. 
What a great guy Constantine was! Of course it was fake.  

The next great emperor was Otto the Great, crowned Emperor in 
962. 

Otto the Great is the founder of the Holy Roman Empire which 
began in 962 and ended in 1806. 
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In 1054, the Great Schism occurred which to be brief was just a 
power struggle between the Eastern and Western religious leaders 

The height of the Pope’s authority was in 1201 when Pope 
Innocent III claimed the right to oversee the moral conduct of heads of 
state and to choose rulers, including the emperor. In 1302 (100 years 
after reaching the height of authority) the Pope claimed supremacy 
over secular rulers.  

70 years later, John Wycliffe has the idea that Scripture should be 
available to the people in their own language.  

3. Overview of Roman Catholicism 

Catholics believe there are three destinies for every soul.  
Heaven, hell, and purgatory.  

Purgatory 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church , purgatory is for … 
“all who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly 
purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death 
they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to 
enter the joy of heaven”.  

Components to the Indulgences 
You had to be sorry 
Oral Confession 

The Church began to commercialize penance. 

Tetzel -“When a coin in the offering box clings another soul from 
purgatory springs.” 

Is the church healthy at this point? On one hand, people were 
concerned about their spiritual condition, but on the other hand, the 
church was willing to commercialize repentance.  
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4. The Protestant Reformation 

William Tyndale. His goal was to faithfully translate God’s Word into 
the common language so that it could be read by the masses.  

What Tyndale was doing was illegal - in 1408, it became illegal to 
translate or read the Bible in English without permission of a bishop.  

Latin was a limited language that could not fully express the Greek and 
Hebrew language.  

Tyndale relied upon the work of Erasmus called the “Textus Receptus” 

His theology (his understanding of the nature of God) or (his beliefs 
about God) is known as Reformed Theology, a theology that was 
recovered by Martin Luther.  

Protestant means - to protest.  

Tyndale was convinced that not only did the common person need to 
have the Bible in their own language, but that each person also needed 
to know how to read and understand the Bible. He was convinced that 
church was in such a corrupt state because of their corrupt doctrine, 
and until the doctrine was corrected, the abuses would continue. 

Martin Luther was an Augustinian monk who sought peace with God.  
What was a man to do? How could this holy God ever forgive me of my 
sins? This honest and guilt-stricken man was exactly what God wanted 
to use to begin and lead the reformation. 

After Darkness, there was Light 

In 1517, Luther nailed the 95 theses on the door of the church in 
Wittenberg. They called for an end to abuses involved in methods of 
selling indulgences.  

Justification is by faith alone.  

The second major doctrinal shift of the Protestant Reformation.  
Sola Scriptura. Which translated means “by Scripture alone”. Luther 
said that Scripture is more authoritative than the church. The Pope can 
err, councils can err, but Scripture does not err. 
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 “Protestant evangelicals have often made it clear, when 
discussing the doctrine of  sola fide that justification is by faith alone, 
but not by a faith that is alone. We are justified by faith alone, but a 
faith that does not produce spiritual fruit is a dead faith that cannot 
save. Similarly, our final authority is Scripture alone, but not a 
Scripture that is alone. Scripture is the only source of revelation. 
Scripture alone is inspired. Scripture alone is inherently infallible. 
Scripture alone is the supreme normative standard. But Scripture 
does not exist in a vacuum. It was given to the church within the 
context of the apostolic gospel. Scripture alone is the final 
authoritative standard, but it is a standard that must be interpreted 
and preached by the church. When Scripture is interpreted apart from 
the context, it ceases to function properly as the final authoritative 
standard. Scripture is certainly sufficient, but it is only sufficient for 
certain things. It cannot read itself. It cannot preach itself. It cannot 
interpret itself [referring to the need for the human agent].  That is the 
duty and responsibility of the church. To insist on this is no more a 
denial of sola Scriptura than an insistence on living faith is a denial of 
sola fide.” - Keith Mathison 

Faith doesn’t require good works, but it produces good works (fruit). 
To say “faith has to be alone” implies that if their is fruit, then it’s not 
truly faith.  

To speak of sola Scriptura as anything more or less than Tradition 1 is 
to take away authority from God and giving it either to the individual 
or the church.  

 Tyndale translated the Bible into English beginning 1525 and 
that lasted about a decade before he was caught, given an unfair trial, 
hanged,  and then burned at the stake. His last words before being 
hanged were “Lord, open the king of England’s eyes”.   He died in 1536. 
A year later, the Matthew’s Bible was published with the king’s 
permission and Tyndale’s initials appeared on the last page to honor 
him and his work. After that many Bibles in common language began 
to appear, and in 1539 (3 years after Tyndale’s death) his prayer was 
answered. King Henry VIII had Tyndale’s work finished and made 
available - of course with a few adjustments.  

  
Concerning the Bible. The Protestants returned to the OT books that 
were accepted in the Jewish Bible, meaning they did not see it fit that 
the Bible should contain the Apocrypha. 
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5. Three forms of Protestant Theology 

1. Reformed Theology - believed to be recovered from the 1st 
century during the Protestant Reformation. 

2. Arminian Theology - believed to be recovered from the 1st 
century in the mid to late 1500s.  

3. Liberal Theology - official developed in the 1800s.  

“Contempt for the Scripture is not an intellectual problem, it’s a moral 
problem” - John MacArthur.  

Liberalism first appeared in Europe.  

A new science emerged called comparative religion. 

To be liberal today refers to a person who is open to any novel idea. 
To be open-minded to a degree as to have no convictions.  
To “always be learning and never coming to a knowledge of the truth” 
(2 Timothy 3:7).  

This presents a problem. As we read in the beginning, Jesus said “I am 
the Way and the Truth and the Life and no one comes to the Father 
except through me”. That’s an exclusive claim that can’t be reconciled 
in any way with other religions. It would be hard to find a loophole 
from that statement - and that’s just one statement from Christ.  

“…away with the skeptics, away with the academicians, the Holy 
Spirit is not a skeptic and the truth that He has revealed are more 
certain than life itself.” - Martin Luther 

“You don’t want to make assertions… the making of assertions is the 
very mark of a Christian. Take away assertions and you take away 
Christianity”. - Martin Luther 

Higher criticism began in the 19th century.  

By the 20th century, hardly any pastor was leaving the seminary and 
believing that the Bible was the Word of God.  
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From Liberal theology also came the social gospel. The social gospel 
seeks the good of mankind first and foremost at the expense of 
glorifying God if necessary. 

From John Hannah’s book “How Do We Glorify God?” 

 “Forces set in place since the 17th century have created a 
downward spiral of life and values in Western culture. A focus on God 
and his Word has a liberating effect on people, but a departure from 
the Word with an emphasis on self leads to bondage. With roots in the 
Enlightenment, which emphasized the supremacy of reason or 
natural revelation , the Modern Age (1750 - 1900) stressed human 
perfectibility through education and advances in science while 
denying the biblical doctrine of human insufficiency. The rationality 
of mankind became the hope of what was thought to be an ever-
improving, increasingly benevolent world. This view of the world and 
life collapsed under the weight of contrary evidence. Two world wars 
and mass genocides have told us that while advances in science can 
improve life in many wonderful ways, secular education cannot and 
does not improve the dark side of the human species. In fact, 
increasing knowledge can make it even darker and more dangerous.  
 The Modern Age has ended. However, what replaced it was not 
a return to the biblical world of the first century or the Reformation of 
the 16th century but human despair. The Modern Age embraced the 
possibility of corporate cohesiveness through a common moral 
perspective, but that proved to be a myth, and what replaced it was 
an emphasis on the self, personal rights, and private morals. Thus 
was born the Post-modern Age with its call to radical self-
centeredness.  
 The fruit of postmodernity has been a re-visioning of society. 
Social commentators have warned of this, from the secularist 
Christopher Lasch and the Christian apologist Francis Schaeffer to a 
litany of recent writers…” 

Conclusion 

What does all of this mean for us?  
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As the world (not Christians) continues to  search for a unity 
among people from every culture, we can know that...  
• abandoning religion is not the answer even though that seems to be 

the popular answer… 
• making Christianity the state religion has not worked historically.  

“The only time Christianity has ever had an impact on the World is 
when the people of God have firmly stood on Sacred Scripture and 
proclaimed it right into the face of a hostile world.” - John MacArthur 

How does one become righteous? Repenting of sins and placing 
faith in Christ.  

What is the Bible really about? The Gospel. 
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