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Inspiration & Authorship 
2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21 

 “A thousand times over, the death knell of the Bible has been 
sounded, the funeral procession formed, the inscription cut on the 
tombstone, and committal read. But somehow the corpse never stays 
put. No other book has been so chopped, knifed, sifted, scrutinized, 
and vilified. What book on philosophy or religion or psychology or 
belles lettres of classical or modern times has been subject to such a 
mass attack as the Bible? With such venom and skepticism? With such 
thoroughness and erudition? Upon every chapter, line and tenet? The 
Bible is still loved by millions, read by millions, and studied by 
millions." 
- Bernard Ramm 

The Bible is a unique book, written down by many men, yet 
has one main author. 

A Unique Book 

 The Bible was written over a 1500 year span 
 ...by more than forty distinct and diverse authors 
 ...in many different places 
 ...at different times of an author’s life 
 ...during different moods of a particular author at a particular 
 time 
 ...in three continents and three languages 
 ...with a stylistic diversity that matches none other 
 ...addressing the multitude of controversial issues 
 ...has one main character 
 ...and unfolds ONE central message: God’s Redemption of His 
 People for His Glory 
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 “Consider first the Old Testament: The Law provides the 
foundation for Christ, the historical books show the preparation for 
Christ, the poetical works aspire to Christ, and the prophecies display 
an expectation of Christ. In the New Testament, the Gospels record the 
historical manifestation of Christ, the Acts relate the propagation of 
Christ, the Epistles give the interpretation of Him, and in Revelation is 
found the consummation of all things in Christ.”  
  
- From cover to cover, the Bible is [centered on Christ]! (Josh McDowell, The 
New Evidence that Demands a Verdict, pg 6). 
  

Written down by many men 

 Deuteronomy 31:9-13; Joshua 24:26; Isaiah 30:8; Jeremiah 
30:2, 36:2-4, 27-31, 51:60; John 14:26, 16:12-13; 2 Peter 1:16; 1 John 
1:1-3; Luke 1:1-3; Acts 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:6-8; John 20:30-31; Acts 
10:39-42; 1 Peter 5:1; Acts 1:9; Acts 2:22; Acts 26:24-28 

Yet Has One Main Author 

Exodus 31:18 
  

God’s Word can be defined as: 
His Decrees- a word that causes something to happen 
A Personal Address- communicating directly to people 
Human Speech- God speaks through the prophets 
His Son- Jesus perfectly communicates the character of God 
His written Word- The Bible is sufficient, clear, authoritative, and 
necessary 
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How Did God Write His Book 

Basic to the Bible’s canonical status is its “inspiration.” This word 
indicates a divinely effected uniqueness comparable to the uniqueness 
of the person of the incarnate Lord. As Jesus Christ was totally human 
and totally divine, so is the Bible. All Scripture is witness to God, given 
by divinely illuminated human writers, and all Scripture is God 
witnessing to himself in and through their words. The way into the 
mind of God is through the expressed mind of these human writers, so 
the reader of the Bible looks for that characteristic first. But the text 
must be read, or reread, as God’s own self-revelatory instruction, given 
in the form of this human testimony. In this way God tells the reader 
the truth about himself; his work past, present, and future; and his will 
for people’s lives. From the ESV Study Bible 

Theories of Inspiration 

1. The Intuition Theory 
1. high degree of insight 
2. someone practicing their “special” gift 
3. the Scripture writers were religious geniuses 
4. The Bible becomes a great piece of religious literature relating 

the events of the Hebrew people. 

2. The Illumination Theory 
1. There was a small degree of influence by the Holy Spirit upon 

the writers of Scripture. 
2. Their powers were only heightened for a time which resulted in 

an increased ability to discover truth  

3. The Dynamic Theory 
1. essentially a 50/50 split between the Spirit and the Human 
2. The Spirit directed the writer in his thoughts and taught him 

concepts, then he wrote them down through the lens of his 
personality and his cultural and historical background 
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4. The Verbal Theory 
1. The Spirit’s influence was greater than simply influencing 

thoughts and concepts 
2. His influence went so far as to give actual words to the writers 

for the specific point God wants to get across 
3. Acts 1:16, “...the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David…” and Acts 3:18 
“But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that 
his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.” 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
“... the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it 
not as the word of me but as what it really is, the word of God”. 
Also, 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed” 

4. There is a continuity in the word of God that would be 
impossible without the divine direction and voice of God 
speaking through humans. God used the men that He called to 
communicate His revelation in a way that reflected each writer’s 
personality in their day and age as well as addressed the needs 
for every age and culture. 

5. The Dictation Theory 
1. God gave every single word to every writer of the Scriptures 
2. The Holy Spirit completely bypassed the human author, leaving 

out his unique personality and experiences from the pages of 
Scripture 

3. This is how the Book of Mormon was written 

Why does this matter? 

I. Benefits of Having the Written Word of God 

A. We have an accurate preservation for the good of future 
generations 

B. We can read and re-read certain portions to gain better 
understanding 

C. The written down Word of God means more people will have 
access to it 

II. Knowing that God has given and preserved His Word in this way 
encourages us to read it 
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 "We all therefore have to face this ultimate and final question:  
Do we accept the BIBLE as the Word of God, as the sole authority in 
all matters of faith and practice, or do we not?  Is the whole of my 
thinking governed by Scripture, or do I come with my reason and pick 
and choose out of Scripture and sit in judgment upon it, putting 
myself and modern knowledge forward as the ultimate standard and 
authority? The issue is crystal clear.  Do I accept Scripture as a 
revelation from God, or do I trust to speculation, human knowledge, 
human learning, human understanding and human reasons. Or, 
putting it still more simply, Do I pin my faith to, and subject all my 
thinking to, what I read in the BIBLE?  Or do I defer to modern 
knowledge, to modern learning, to what people think today, to what 
we know at this present time which was not known in the past? It is 
inevitable that we occupy one or the other of those two positions.” 

 -D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
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