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Bible Verses: Esther 1–9

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • Esther • Xerxes • Haman

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

THE QUEEN OF BEAUTY AND COURAGE

NARRATOR 1: [After most of the Jews had returned to Jerusalem, the King of Persia], King Xerxes, 
reigned from his royal throne in the [city] of Susa. The king [wanted a new wife, so he appointed] 
commissioners in every province of his realm to bring all [the most] beautiful young women [to him]. 

NARRATOR 2: Now there was in…Susa a Jew…named Mordecai, [whose ancestors] had been car-
ried into exile from Jerusalem [years before]. Mordecai had a cousin named…Esther, [who] had a 
lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and 
mother died.

NARRATOR 3: When the king’s order…had been proclaimed, many young women were brought 
to…Susa. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace...[and] had to complete twelve months of beauty 
treatments [before she was presented to King Xerxes]. Esther had not revealed her nationality and 
family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to do so. Every day he [waited outside the 
city gate] to find out how Esther was and what was happening to her.

NARRATOR 1: When the turn came for Esther…the king was attracted to [her] more than…any of 
the other women, and she won his favor and approval...So he…made her queen. 

NARRATOR 2: [Not long after], Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. [While he was there, he 
overheard]…two of the king’s officers…[become] angry and conspire to assassinate King Xerxes. But 
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Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giv-
ing credit to Mordecai. And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials 
were [captured].

NARRATOR 3: After these events, King Xerxes honored [a man named] Haman,…elevating him and 
giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. All the royal officials at the king’s 
gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But 
Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor.

NARRATOR 1: When Haman saw [this], he was enraged…Having learned who Mordecai’s people 
were,…Haman looked for a way to destroy all…the Jews throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 
Then Haman said to King Xerxes, 

HAMAN: “There is a certain people dispersed among…your kingdom who keep themselves sepa-
rate. Their customs are different...and they do not obey the king’s laws. If it pleases the king, let a 
decree be issued to destroy them.”

NARRATOR 1: So the king…said to Haman…

XERXES: ”Do with the people as you please.”

NARRATOR 2: [So Haman] sent [an order] to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy…all 
the Jews—young and old, women and children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month. When Mordecai learned of all [this], he…went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. In 
every province to which the…order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, 
with fasting, weeping and wailing. 

NARRATOR 3: When Esther’s…attendant came and told her [what had happened], she sent this 
[message] to Mordecai: 

ESTHER: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. I and my attendants will 
fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I per-
ish, I perish.”

NARRATOR 3: [Esther knew that it was a risk to approach Xerxes for help,] for any man or woman 
[who approached] the king [—even his wife—] without being summoned [could be] put to death. 
[But even so], Esther put on her royal robes and [approached Xerxes]. When he saw Queen Esther 
standing in the court, he was pleased with her…Then the king asked, 

XERXES: “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? …It will be given [to] you.”

ESTHER: “If it pleases the king…let the king, together with Haman, come today to a banquet I have 
prepared for him.”

NARRATOR 1: So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, and as they were drinking 
wine…the king again asked, 
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XERXES: “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up to 
half the kingdom, it will be granted.”

ESTHER: “If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty,…grant me my life…and spare my people…
For I and my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated.”

XERXES:  “Where is he—the man who has dared to do such a thing?”

ESTHER: “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!”

NARRATOR 2: Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. The king [was enraged and 
had Haman executed.] Then the king’s fury subsided. That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther 
the estate of Haman…and Esther appointed [Mordecai] over [the] estate.

NARRATOR 3: [Xerxes also] granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect them-
selves. In every province and in every city to which the edict of the king came, there was joy and 
gladness among the Jews, with feasting and celebrating.
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