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Bible Verses: Ezra 1–6; Haggai 1–2; Zechariah 1; 8

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • God • Haggai • Zechariah • Darius 

• Priest • Cyrus

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

THE RETURN HOME

NARRATOR 1: In the first year [after Babylon had been overthrown], the LORD moved the heart of 
Cyrus, [the] king of Persia, to make a proclamation:

CYRUS: “‘The LORD…has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build 
a temple for him [in] Jerusalem. Any of his people among you…may…go up to Jerusalem…and 
build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel.”

NARRATOR 2: King Cyrus [also] brought out the articles belonging to the temple…which Nebu-
chadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem. [Then] nearly 50,000 [Israelites were led] back home to 
begin their rebuilding mission. With long, hard labor ahead of them, the people remembered to put 
first things first.

NARRATOR 3: When [they returned to the Promised Land], the Israelites…[gathered] in Jerusalem. 
Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built the altar on [the new temple’s] foundation 
and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the LORD. [Then] the priests…took their places…[and] with 
praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD:

PRIESTS: “He is good; his love toward Israel endures forever.”

From The Story, Teen Curriculum by Michael Novelli. Permission to reproduce this StoryReader script granted only for use in buyer’s 
youth group. Copyright © 2011 by Zondervan.
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NARRATOR 1: And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, [and] the older [citi-
zens], who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple 
being laid. The people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away.

NARRATOR 2: [Before long], the enemies of Judah…set out to discourage the people [from]…build-
ing [the temple]. They bribed officials to work against them and frustrate their plans. Thus the work 
on the house of God…came to a standstill [for about ten years], until…Darius [took over as the next] 
king of Persia.

NARRATOR 3: Weary of the resistance [from their enemies], the Israelites began thinking that maybe 
this wasn’t the right time to build the LORD’s house after all.…But God had different plans. Once 
again intervening, he sent his prophets to jump-start the temple project. Haggai’s message helped 
shake the people out of their complacency.

HAGGAI: “Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house. [The temple] 
remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. Therefore…[God has] called for a 
drought on the fields and the mountains,…on people and livestock, and on all the labor of your 
hands.”

NARRATOR 1: [So] the people obeyed…[and] feared the LORD. Then [God] gave this message…to 
the people [through Haggai]: 

GOD: “I am with you.” 

NARRATOR 2: So the LORD stirred up the spirit of…the people [and] they…began to work on the 
house of the LORD Almighty. Haggai continued his prophetic message of encouragement. God 
had not forgotten his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, he said. And he hinted at a glorious 
future promise that sounded too good to be true…

HAGGAI: “Be strong, all you people of the land,…and work. For [God is] with you…Do not fear. This 
is what the LORD Almighty says:”

GOD: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth…and what is desired by all 
nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory…And in this place I will grant peace…’

NARRATOR 3: [During the time of Haggai’s ministry, another prophet named Zechariah]...began his 
work in Jerusalem….Both men wanted to stimulate renewal in the temple rebuilding project. Like 
Haggai, Zechariah had a dual message: 

ZECHARIAH: The temple is important, but it’s a sign and symbol of something greater coming. Work 
on the temple; don’t be afraid. But watch for the day when God will bless Jerusalem once again.… 
This is what the LORD Almighty says:

GOD: “Judah and Israel have been a curse among the nations, so I will save you, and you will be a 
blessing…Just as I had determined to bring disaster on you…when your ancestors angered me…so 
now I have determined to do good again to Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid.”
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NARRATOR 1: Thanks to Haggai’s and Zechariah’s encouragement, the people returned to their 
work on the temple. However, they were not the only ones back at work. So was their opposition, 
this time from [other governors and officials of nearby regions. When King Darius heard of their plans 
to interfere with the rebuilding of the temple, he wrote to them, saying]:

DARIUS: Stay away from there. Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God. Let the gov-
ernor of the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house of God on its site. Moreover, I hereby 
decree [that] their expenses are to be fully paid out of [your] royal treasury…so that the work will not 
stop. Whatever is needed…must be given them daily without fail, so that they may offer sacrifices 
pleasing to the God of heaven…May God…overthrow any king or people who lifts a hand to change 
this decree or to destroy this temple in Jerusalem.

NARRATOR 2: The…[orders] King Darius…sent [were]…carried out with diligence. So the elders 
of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai…and Zechariah. They 
finished building the temple, [and]…the people of Israel…celebrated the dedication of the house of 
God with joy. 

Excerpted from The Story: Teen Edition, Copyright © 2011 by The Zondervan Corporation 
The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2010 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission.  
All rights reserved worldwide.


