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Bible Verses: Daniel 1–3; 6; Jeremiah 29–31

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • Daniel • Shadrach/Meshach/Abednego • Nebuchadnezzar

• Darius • Official • Administrator

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

DANIEL IN EXILE

NARRATOR 1: [While God’s people were still in exile], the king [of Babylon] ordered [his] court offi-
cials to bring…some of the Israelites…to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the lan-
guage and literature of the Babylonians. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they 
were to enter the king’s service.

NARRATOR 2: Among those…chosen…were [three men named] Shadrach…Meshach...and Abed-
nego. In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he 
found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.

NARRATOR 3: [In his pride, King] Nebuchadnezzar decided to erect a statue [of gold] some 90 feet 
tall and 9 feet wide. [He ordered that all the people]…fall down and worship the image…and that 
whoever [did] not…[would] be thrown into a blazing furnace. [Soon after the decree, some of Nebu-
chadnezzar’s officials said to him], 

OFFICIAL: “There are some Jews—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to 
you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”

NARRATOR 1: Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego…
[and] said to them, 

From The Story, Teen Curriculum by Michael Novelli. Permission to reproduce this StoryReader script granted only for use in buyer’s 
youth group. Copyright © 2011 by Zondervan.
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR: “Is it true…that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I 
have set up?...If you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then 
what god will be able to rescue you…?”

NARRATOR 1: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, 

SHADRACH: “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.” 

MESHACH: “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, 
and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.” 

ABEDNEGO: “But even if he does not…we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold 
you have set up.”

NARRATOR 2: Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with [them]. He ordered the furnace heated 
seven times hotter than usual and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 

NARRATOR 3: The…furnace [was] so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR: “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire? I see four 
men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the 
gods.”

NARRATOR 3: Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the…furnace and shouted, 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR: “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come 
out! Come here!”

NARRATOR 1: So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, and [everyone] saw 
that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not 
scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. Then Nebuchadnezzar said, 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR: “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego…! They trusted 
in him and…were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own 
God...”

NARRATOR 1: Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of 
Babylon.

NARRATOR 2: [During that time, there was another Israelite in the king’s service named] Daniel, who 
served…with honor and distinction. He became a top administrator under [King Darius, who ruled 
several years after Nebuchadnezzar.]

NARRATOR 3: Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators…that the king 
planned to set him over the whole kingdom. So [the other] administrators [were jealous of Daniel, 
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and encouraged King Darius to] issue an edict…that anyone who [prayed] to any god or human 
being except [Darius will] be thrown into the lions’ den. So King Darius [issued] the decree.

NARRATOR 1: When Daniel learned [of] the decree…he went home to his upstairs room where the 
windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving 
thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then [the other administrators] went as a group and 
found Daniel praying and asking God for help. So they went to the king and…said…

ADMINISTRATOR: “Daniel…pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in writ-
ing. He still prays three times a day.” 

NARRATOR 2: [Although he liked Daniel], the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and 
threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, 

DARIUS: “May your God…rescue you!”

NARRATOR 2: At the first light of dawn [the next day], the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 
When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, 

DARIUS: “Daniel…has your God…been able to rescue you from the lions?”

DANIEL: “May the king live forever! My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. 
They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight...”

NARRATOR 2: The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Dan-
iel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

NARRATOR 3: [Some time after this], Babylon [fell] to Persian invaders.…[Within a year], the Per-
sian [governor] issued a decree permitting Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem. Thus, [almost] 70 
years after [their exile] began…[the Israelites] were going home, [just as the prophet Jeremiah had 
promised]!
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