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Bible Verses: 2 Kings 21; 23–25; 2 Chronicles 33; 36; Jeremiah 1–2; 4–5; 13; 21; Lamentations 1–3; 
5; Ezekiel 1–2; 6–7; 36–37

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • God • Ezekiel • Jeremiah

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

THE KINGDOMS’ FALL

NARRATOR 1: [After the reign of Hezekiah, his son] Manasseh [became king and] did evil in the eyes 
of the LORD. He…erected altars to Baal and…[worshiped the stars]. He [even] sacrificed his own son 
in the fire. 

NARRATOR 2: So the LORD brought against [Judah] the...[armies]...of Assyria, who...took [Manasseh 
away] to Babylon [as prisoner]. In his distress [Manasseh]…humbled himself greatly before…God. 
The LORD was moved…and listened to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his 
kingdom. 

NARRATOR 3: [But] any feelings of new hope…[brought] by Manasseh’s repentance were sup-
pressed [by the kings that followed him]. [With few exceptions, several generations of kings] did evil 
in the eyes of the LORD.

NARRATOR 1: [Eventually] Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded the land, and...all [of] Jeru-
salem [was carried] into exile: all the officers and fighting men, and all the skilled workers and arti-
sans—a total of ten thousand. Only the poorest people of the land were left. 

NARRATOR 2: Among [those exiled]…was a young priest named Ezekiel, a man of keen intellect…
and spiritual insight. Ezekiel relayed to his fellow exiles the stern message of God’s judgment. Jeru-
salem was still standing, but it was the beginning of the end.



THE STORY: TEEN EDITION STORYREADER,  CHAPTER 17: THE KINGDOMS’ FALL PAGE 2

NARRATOR 3: Back on the home front, things were going from bad to worse in Jerusalem. But God 
continued to pursue and warn his people. Another prophet, named Jeremiah, was called into service 
in a very interesting conversation with God. The word of the LORD came to [Jeremiah]:

GOD: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

JEREMIAH: “Alas, Sovereign LORD…I do not know how to speak; I am too young.”

GOD: “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I 
command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you…I have put my words 
in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 
destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant. [The people of Judah] will fight against you but will not 
overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you…”

NARRATOR 1: Knowing God was with him, Jeremiah shed his fears.…Jeremiah felt deeply the bur-
den of the people’s sin and the coming…destruction of Jerusalem, God’s judgment for the people’s 
sins of idolatry and pride.

NARRATOR 2: The words of Jeremiah were clear, but [Judah’s] kings...refused to listen. They grew 
increasingly brash, ignoring the prophet’s warnings and wisdom....Finally Judah’s kings had to face 
Babylon’s full military muscle, rock hard and set to kill.

NARRATOR 3: Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon marched against Jerusalem, [this time] with his 
whole army. [The Babylonians] set fire to the temple of the LORD, the royal palace and all the houses 
of Jerusalem. Every important building [was] burned down. 

NARRATOR 1: Though Jeremiah was faced with sorrow and tragedy, he trusted in God’s mercies—as 
did Ezekiel. Before Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, the prophet Ezekiel [also] warned the people of 
the destruction that was to come. And yet once Ezekiel and his fellow exiles in Babylon received the 
news that Jerusalem had fallen, his message turned to hope. [God spoke through Ezekiel, saying]:

GOD: “I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land…I will cleanse 
you from all your impurities and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in 
you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh…”

NARRATOR 2: [Then Ezekiel told of a vision given to him by God]:

EZEKIEL: The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and 
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones…bones that were very dry. He asked me,

GOD: “Son of man, can these bones live?”

EZEKIEL: I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” Then he said to me, 

GOD: “Say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! I will make breath enter you, and you 
will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; 
I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’ ”
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EZEKIEL: So I prophesied as I was commanded….[and] they came to life and stood up on their 
feet—a vast army. Then he said to me: 

GOD: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and 
our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore…say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
My people…I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my people, will know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will 
live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I 
have done it.’”
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