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Bible Verses: 2 Kings 17–19; Isaiah 3; 6; 13–14; 49; 53

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • God • Isaiah • Commander • Hezekiah

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

NARRATOR 1: [The Israelites] worshiped other gods [and] did wicked things that [provoked] the 
LORD’s anger. The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets…But they would not 
listen. So the people of Israel were taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria.

NARRATOR 2: Any semblance of a nation—a people with a common cause and heritage—was 
gone. In the southern kingdom of Judah, [a] young King Hezekiah watched these developments 
take place. Hezekiah…began to reign [at the age of twenty-five]. He did what was right in the eyes 
of the LORD. And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook. He rebelled 
against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. [So] the king of Assyria sent his supreme com-
mander…[to] Jerusalem…to intimidate Hezekiah. The…commander said, 

COMMANDER: “This is what…the king of Assyria, says: ‘On what are you basing this confidence 
of yours? You say you have the counsel and the might for war—but you speak only empty words. 
On whom are you depending, that you rebel against me?’ Furthermore, have I come to attack and 
destroy this place without word from the LORD? The LORD himself told me to march against this 
country and destroy it.’ ”

NARRATOR 1: Then the commander stood and called out in Hebrew, 
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COMMANDER: “Hear the word of…the king of Assyria! Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he is mislead-
ing you when he says, ‘The LORD will deliver us.’ Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land 
from the hand of the king of Assyria?”

NARRATOR 1: [Some time later, the king of Assyria] sent messengers to Hezekiah [again] with this 
word: 

COMMANDER: “Say to Hezekiah king of Judah: Do not let the god you depend on deceive you…
Surely you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the [other] countries, destroying 
them completely. And will you be delivered?” 

NARRATOR 2: Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to 
the temple of the LORD and spread it out before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed: 

HEZEKIAH: “LORD, the God of Israel…you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth…Lis-
ten to the words [the king of Assyria] has sent to ridicule the living God…Deliver us from his hand, so 
that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone, LORD, are God.”

NARRATOR 2: Then [the prophet] Isaiah sent a message [in response] to [Hezekiah’s prayers]: 

ISAIAH: “This is the word that the LORD has spoken against [the king of Assyria]:”

GOD: ‘Against whom have you raised your voice and lifted your eyes in pride? Against the Holy 
One of Israel! By your messengers you have ridiculed the LORD. But I know where you are and when 
you come and go and how you rage against me. I will put my hook in your nose and my bit in your 
mouth, and I will make you return by the way you came.’

ISAIAH: “Therefore this is what the LORD says concerning the king of Assyria:

GOD: ‘He will not enter this city or shoot an arrow here…By the way that he came he will return; he 
will not enter this city…I will defend this city and save it…’ ”

NARRATOR 3: That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-
five thousand in the Assyrian camp…So [the] king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. 

NARRATOR 1: The…prophet Isaiah achieved prominence during Hezekiah’s reign, helping the king 
to stand-down the Assyrian threat by relying on God alone. [But] Isaiah’s message [also] contained 
some bad news: Jerusalem would fall. Once announced, that event was sure to happen.

ISAIAH: “See now, the LORD…is about to take from Jerusalem and Judah both supply and support: 
Woe to them! They have brought disaster upon themselves.”

NARRATOR 2: But the story was far from over…Isaiah’s prophecies also foretold that after God’s 
judgment, the Israelites would return home from Babylon and rebuild their nation, clearly revealing 
that the LORD God was in control of world events.

ISAIAH: “The LORD will have compassion…once again he will choose Israel and will settle them in 
their own land...This is what the LORD says:” 
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GOD: ‘In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep 
you and will make you to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land…to say to the captives, 
“Come out,” and to those in darkness, “Be free!” Then the will know that I, the LORD, am your Sav-
ior, your Redeemer…’

NARRATOR 3: The promised…return...of Judah was to be a precursor of something much more 
glorious that was still to come—God’s greater plan for giving his people endless freedom and glory. 
Isaiah’s prophecies ended with promises of a suffering Servant, the Messiah, who would usher in a 
glorious kingdom without end.

ISAIAH: “He was despised and rejected by mankind…Surely he took up our pain and bore our suf-
fering…he was pierced for our transgressions…the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all…After he has suffered, he will see the 
light of life and be satisfied…”

NARRATOR 1: In the meantime, faithful King Hezekiah died and was buried. Unfortunately, his son, 
Manasseh, did not follow the faithful example set by his father. Manasseh’s reign actively supported 
detestable religious practices and brutal oppression. The righteous people in the land must have 
recalled fond memories of the good old days of Hezekiah, while enduring Manasseh’s betrayals and 
compromise.
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