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Bible Verses: 1 Kings 17–19; 2 Kings 2; 4; 6; Hosea 4–5; 8–9; 14; Amos 1; 3–5; 9

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • God • Elijah • Ahab

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

GOD’S MESSENGERS

(Opening is from The Story: Teen Edition, Chapter Fourteen.)

NARRATOR 1: [The downward spiral of Israel’s kings continued, as a man named] Ahab became king 
of Israel…[Ahab married] Jezebel, [the] daughter of a pagan foreign king. Ahab and Jezebel wor-
shiped [a god called] Baal and hated the prophets of God. Now [a prophet of God named] Elijah…
said to [King] Ahab, 

ELIJAH: “As the…God of Israel…lives…there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years 
except at my word.” 

NARRATOR 2: Then…the LORD [told] Elijah [to go live in a valley, where he would have food and 
water]. In the third year [of the drought], the word of the LORD came to Elijah, [and] Elijah went to 
present himself to Ahab. When he saw Elijah, he said to him, 

AHAB: “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”

ELIJAH: “I have not made trouble for Israel…But you…have abandoned the LORD’s commands and 
have followed the Baals. Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. 
And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of [the false 
god] Asherah...”

From The Story, Teen Curriculum by Michael Novelli. Permission to reproduce this StoryReader script granted only for use in buyer’s 
youth group. Copyright © 2011 by Zondervan.
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NARRATOR 2: So Ahab assembled [the people and] the prophets on Mount Carmel. Elijah went 
before the people and said, 

ELIJAH: “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal 
is God, follow him…Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets…put [one] on the wood but not set fire 
to it. Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who 
answers by fire—he is God.”

NARRATOR 2: So they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of 
Baal from morning till noon…But there was no response; no one answered. At noon Elijah began to 
taunt them. 

ELIJAH: “Shout louder! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or…maybe he is sleeping….” 

NARRATOR 3: So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their 
custom...But there was no response…Then…Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes [of 
Israel]…and built an altar in the name of the LORD. He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces 
and laid it on the wood. At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: 

ELIJAH: “Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, LORD, are God, and 
that you are turning their hearts back again.”

NARRATOR 1: Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice…When all the people saw 
this, they…[fell down and cried out in awe.] Then Elijah commanded them [to seize the prophets of 
Baal]...Elijah said to Ahab, 

ELIJAH: “Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 

NARRATOR 2: So Ahab went off [and] told [his wife] Jezebel everything Elijah had done...So Jezebel 
sent a messenger to Elijah to [threaten to kill him]. Elijah was afraid and ran for his life…[out] into the 
wilderness. [There]…the word of the LORD came to him: 

GOD: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

ELIJAH: “The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to 
death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”

GOD: “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for [I am] about to pass by.”

NARRATOR 3: Then a…powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks…but the 
LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake. [Then] came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle 
whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth 
of the cave. The LORD said to him, 

GOD: “Go back the way you came, and…anoint Elisha…to succeed you as prophet.”
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NARRATOR 1: So Elijah went from there and found Elisha...[who]...became his servant. [Soon,] Eli-
jah’s time had come to an end…Elijah and Elisha were walking along [a road] together, [when] sud-
denly a chariot…and horses of fire appeared…and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 

NARRATOR 2: Elisha was left to carry on [God’s] work, and his dramatic miracles made it clear that 
his God was one of unspeakable power and glory. In one instance, Elisha purified a spring to provide 
fresh water to an entire town. Another time, through Elisha’s intervention, a poor widow and her sons 
were saved from financial ruin and slavery by a bottomless jar of oil. Elisha [even revived a boy from 
the dead!]

NARRATOR 3: Many kings came and went in Israel and Judah. Some [made] godly [decisions]; oth-
ers made a mess of what they inherited.…[After Elisha died] Jeroboam [the Second] took the reins 
and secured Israel’s borders, but he never guarded Israel’s soul. The worship of false gods and idol-
making businesses flourished during his regime. 

NARRATOR 1: Though [more] prophets warned the people…Israel didn’t listen. They hardened their 
hearts and continued to ignore God’s pleas to return to his ways, [and] the kings of Israel led the 
people into spiritual and social chaos.

Excerpted from The Story: Teen Edition, Copyright © 2011 by The Zondervan Corporation 
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