
THE STORY, TEEN CURRICULUM—STORYREADER,  CHAPTER 14: A KINGDOM TORN IN TWO PAGE 1

Bible Verses: 1 Kings 12–16

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, 3, and 4 • God • Jeroboam • Rehoboam • Man of God  • Elders 

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

A KINGDOM TORN IN TWO

NARRATOR 1: [While Solomon was still king], God told a…young [man]…by the name of Jeroboam 
that he would be the future king…[of] all but one of the tribes of Israel.…[But] Solomon was not 
ready to [give up] the throne and tried to kill Jeroboam…[So] Jeroboam fled to Egypt. 

NARRATOR 2: After Solomon died, his own tribe of Judah automatically accepted his son 
Rehoboam as [their] next king. But much of [Israel]…had grown to resent Solomon’s heavy taxa-
tion and [the slavery he imposed] for his grand projects.…When Jeroboam…heard [that Rehoboam 
was to be made king], he returned from Egypt…and he and the whole assembly of Israel went to 
Rehoboam and said to him: 

JEROBOAM: “Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh labor and the heavy 
yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.”

NARRATOR 3: Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father Solomon... 

REHOBOAM: “How would you advise me to answer these people?” 

ELDERS: “If today you will be a servant to these people…and give them a favorable answer, they will 
always be your servants.”

From The Story, Teen Curriculum by Michael Novelli. Permission to reproduce this StoryReader script granted only for use in buyer’s 
youth group. Copyright © 2011 by Zondervan.
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NARRATOR 3: But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him…and said [to the people], 

REHOBOAM: “My father made your yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier.”

NARRATOR 4: [Before long, civil war broke out.] Rehoboam retreated to rule Judah (the smaller, 
southern region), while Jeroboam became king over Israel (the larger, northern region). God had 
forewarned that the kingdom would become divided because Solomon failed to [resist] pagan wor-
ship...Already divided in worship practices, the nation now also became divided in politics, in priest-
hood, in security and in safety.

NARRATOR 1: [Soon] Rehoboam...mustered all Judah…to go to war against Israel and to regain the 
kingdom...But this word of God came to…Rehoboam [through one of the prophets.]

GOD: “Do not go up to fight against your brothers, the Israelites. Go home…for this is my doing.”

NARRATOR 2: So they obeyed the word of the LORD and went home again, as the LORD had 
ordered. Then Jeroboam fortified [the city of] Shechem in the [hills]…and lived there. Jeroboam 
thought to himself, 

JEROBOAM: “If [my] people go up to [worship] in Jerusalem, [part of the kingdom of Judah], they 
will again give their allegiance to…Rehoboam. They will kill me and return to [him].”

NARRATOR 3: [So Jeroboam] made two golden calves. He said to the people, 

JEROBOAM: “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, Israel...” 

NARRATOR 4: And this [idol worship] became a sin; the people came to worship the [golden calves 
instead of God.] Jeroboam…[even]…instituted a festival….[where he made sacrifices] to the calves 
he had made. 

NARRATOR 1: [One day] a man of God came from Judah…[just] as Jeroboam was standing by the 
altar to make an offering. By the word of the LORD he cried out against the altar: 

MAN OF GOD: “This is the sign the LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes 
on it will be poured out.”

NARRATOR 1: When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out…he stretched out his 
hand [pointing at the man] from the altar and said, 

JEROBOAM: “Seize him!” 

NARRATOR 1: But the hand…shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. Also, the altar was split 
apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of God...Then the king said to 
the man of God, 

JEROBOAM: “Pray for me that my hand may be restored.” 
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NARRATOR 1: So the man of God [prayed], and the king’s hand was restored. [But] even after this, 
Jeroboam did not change his evil ways.

NARRATOR 2: [Rehoboam’s tribe of] Judah [also] did evil in the eyes of the LORD. By the sins they 
committed they stirred up his jealous anger more than those who were before them had done…The 
people engaged in all the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the 
Israelites.

NARRATOR 3: There was continual warfare between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. [After they died], 
various kings reigned in Israel and Judah. Most of them did evil. [The only king] considered “good” 
[was] King Asa of Judah…[He] “did what was right in the eyes of the LORD.”…He understood that 
only…God was worthy of worship, and he cleaned…Judah of its idols.

Excerpted from The Story: Teen Edition, Copyright © 2011 by The Zondervan Corporation 
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