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Bible Verses: 1 Kings 1–8; 10-11; 2 Chronicles 5–7

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • God • David • Solomon • Hiram  • Singers 

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

THE KING WHO HAD IT ALL

NARRATOR 1: When the time drew near for [King] David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his son.

DAVID: “I am about to go the way of all the earth…So be strong…and observe what the LORD your 
God requires: Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and commands…Do this so that you 
may prosper in all you do…”

NARRATOR 1: [When] David [died], Solomon sat on the throne of his father…and his rule was firmly 
established. [One night], the LORD appeared to Solomon…in a dream, and God said, 

GOD: “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”

SOLOMON: “My God, you have made [me] king...But I am only a little child and do not know how 
to carry out my duties. So give [me] a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish 
between right and wrong.“

NARRATOR 1: The LORD was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, 

GOD: “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked 
for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have 
asked….And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your 
father did, I will give you a long life.” 
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NARRATOR 1: God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight…He spoke three thousand prov-
erbs…From all nations people came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom…[which offered] practical insight 
into what it means to fear God, to have God-honoring relationships and how to wisely handle 
finances, work and life.

NARRATOR 2: When [a king named] Hiram heard that Solomon had been anointed king to succeed 
his father David, he sent [messengers] to Solomon, because he had always been on friendly terms 
with David. Solomon sent back this message to Hiram:

SOLOMON: “You know that because of the wars waged against my father David from all sides, he 
could not build a temple...But now the LORD…has given me rest on every side, and there is no 
adversary or disaster. I intend, therefore, to build a temple for God…My men will work with yours, 
and I will pay you…whatever wages you set. You know that we have no one so skilled in felling tim-
ber as [your people].”

NARRATOR 2: When Hiram heard Solomon’s message, he was greatly pleased and said, 

HIRAM: “Praise be to the LORD today, for he has given David a wise son to rule over this great 
nation. I…will do all you want in providing the cedar and juniper logs…And you are to grant my wish 
by providing food for my royal household.”

NARRATOR 2: In this way Hiram kept Solomon supplied with all the cedar and juniper logs he 
wanted, and Solomon gave Hiram…[plenty of] food for his household. Solomon continued to do this 
for Hiram year after year. 

NARRATOR 3: In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites came out of Egypt…he 
began to build…a temple…of spectacular beauty and historic significance.…Construction took 
seven years of work by 180,000…laborers and nearly 4,000 supervisors.…At the building site itself, 
[everyone] anticipated the inauguration of the house of God.

NARRATOR 2: Then King Solomon summoned [all of the Israelites]. When all the elders of Israel had 
arrived, the priests…brought the ark of the LORD’s covenant to its place in the inner sanctuary of the 
temple. [Then more than 120] trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to 
the LORD…The singers raised their voices in praise to the LORD and sang:

SINGERS: “He is good; his love endures forever.”

NARRATOR 3: Then Solomon stood before the altar, spread out his hands toward heaven and said:

SOLOMON: “LORD…there is no God like you…The heavens…cannot contain you. How much less 
[is] this temple I have built! Now, my God, may your eyes be open and your ears attentive to the 
prayers offered in this place.”

NARRATOR 3: When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the 
burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. When all the Israelites 
saw the fire coming down…they knelt…with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave 
thanks to the LORD.
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NARRATOR 1: When Solomon had finished all these prayers…[he] stood and blessed the whole 
assembly of Israel in a loud voice, saying:

SOLOMON: “May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he never leave 
us nor forsake us. May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in obedience to him and keep the com-
mands …he gave our ancestors.” 

NARRATOR 1: Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the LORD. When Solo-
mon had finished the temple…the LORD appeared to him…and said:

GOD: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for myself...My eyes and my heart will 
always be there. As for you, if you walk before me faithfully with integrity of heart and uprightness, 
as David your father did…I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever…But if you or your 
descendants turn away from me and…go off to serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut 
off Israel from the land I have given them…This temple will become a heap of rubble.” 

NARRATOR 2: [Over time], King Solomon [became] greater in riches and wisdom than all the other 
kings of the earth. The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put 
in his heart—[even the Queen of Sheba came from far away to visit, seeking Solomon’s wisdom and 
bringing him lavish gifts]. 

NARRATOR 3: [Now] during Solomon’s time, [having multiple wives] was considered normal (but was 
not [approved of] by God). Like other kings, Solomon had a large harem of wives, some of whom 
were from other nations.…As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods...So 
Solomon…did not follow the LORD completely, as David…had done.

NARRATOR 1: The LORD became angry with Solomon...So [he] said to Solomon, 

GOD: “Since…you have not kept my covenant…I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from 
you and give it to one of your subordinates. Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will 
not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. Yet I will not tear the whole 
kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of 
Jerusalem.”

NARRATOR 2: For Solomon, unfortunately, the irresistible draw of [women had] led to…pagan wor-
ship…[It was] a bad decision from a fellow renowned for wisdom. [It was also a decision that marked] 
the beginning of the end—[for Solomon’s reign, and for the nation of Israel as he knew it.]
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