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Bible Verses: 2 Samuel 11–12; 18–19; 31; 1 Chronicles 22; 29; Psalms 23; 32; 51

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • God • David • Nathan • Bathsheba  • Messenger 

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

THE TRIALS OF A KING

NARRATOR 1: In the spring…, [King] David sent [one of his generals named] Joab out with the 
king’s men and the whole Israelite army. But David remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got 
up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a [beautiful] 
woman bathing….David sent someone to find out about her. The [messenger returned and] said, 

MESSENGER: “She is Bathsheba…the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 

NARRATOR 2: Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. Then 
she went back home. The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, 

BATHSHEBA: “I am pregnant.”

NARRATOR 2: So David sent [for] Uriah. When Uriah came to him…David ate and drank with him, 
and…made him drunk...Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among [the king’s] servants; he did not 
go home. In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. In it he wrote, 

DAVID: “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be 
struck down and die.”

From The Story, Teen Curriculum by Michael Novelli. Permission to reproduce this StoryReader script granted only for use in buyer’s 
youth group. Copyright © 2011 by Zondervan.
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NARRATOR 1: [So] when the men of the city came out and fought against [the Israelites]…Uriah 
died. When [Bathsheba] heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. After the time of 
mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a 
son. But the thing David had done displeased the LORD. The LORD sent Nathan [the prophet] to 
David. When he came to him, [he said],

NATHAN: “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says:” 

GOD: ‘I anointed you king over Israel,…Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is 
evil in his eyes?’

NARRATOR 2: Then David said to Nathan, 

DAVID: “I have sinned against the LORD.”

NARRATOR 2: Unlike Saul, David didn’t make excuses for his sin. Humbled and broken in heart, 
David acknowledged his sin and poured out his feelings in this prayer.

DAVID: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love…blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.”

NATHAN: “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. But because by doing this 
you have shown utter contempt for the LORD, the son born to you will die.”

NARRATOR 3: After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child,...and he became ill [and 
eventually died. After mourning for his child,] [David] went into the house of the LORD and wor-
shiped. Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba…[Not long after,] she gave birth to [another] son, 
and they named him Solomon. 

NARRATOR 1: His sin forgiven, David again praised God with a full heart and continued to lead the 
army with great success.…Among his own sons, however, a struggle was brewing…David failed to 
act as [his son] Absalom…challenged David’s political position.…David now faced uncharted terri-
tory—a rebellion from within his own family, an enemy who was also a beloved son.…So…[when] all 
his men marched out in units of…thousands…[David] commanded [his generals], 

DAVID: “Be gentle with the young man Absalom for my sake.” 

NARRATOR 2: And all the troops heard the king giving orders concerning Absalom to each of the 
commanders. David’s army marched out of the city to fight…and the battle…spread out over the 
whole countryside. Now Absalom happened to meet David’s men…and ten of Joab’s armor-bearers 
surrounded Absalom, struck him and killed him. The king was shaken [when he heard of Absalom’s 
death]. He…covered his face and cried aloud, 

DAVID: “O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!”

NARRATOR 3: Absalom’s rebellion was suppressed and the political damage repaired. Now David 
turned his attention to more pleasant concerns. The word of the LORD had come to David that the 
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great temple project would fall to his successor, Solomon.…So David gave orders to assemble the 
[materials needed to build the temple.] Then he called for his son Solomon and…said to [him]:

DAVID: “Now, my son, the LORD be with you, and may you have success and build the house of the 
LORD your God, as he said you would…”

NARRATOR 1: David knew his days as a warrior were over and his energy to lead a nation was wan-
ing. Still he resisted transferring power to his son Solomon. One day his lovely wife Bathsheba whis-
pered in his ear: 

BATHSHEBA: “Now, David, now is the time.” 

NARRATOR 2: And the king complied. [Soon, Solomon would become the wisest and richest king in 
Israel’s history!]
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