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Bible Verses: 1 Samuel 16–18; 24; 31; 2 Samuel 6; 22; 1 Chronicles 17; Psalm 59

Important Details: The StoryReader scripts are segments of Scripture taken directly from Zondervan’s 
The Story: Teen Edition (NIV). Each script takes approximately 10 minutes to be read aloud. These 
segments have been formatted into a Readers’ Theater. A Readers’ Theater is an activity in which a few 
participants are asked to read directly from a script, with the intent of telling a story in a lively manner. 
Readers are not expected to memorize or improvise from the script, but use voice inflection and 
some gestures appropriate to their characters’ actions and words in order to bring the story to life. 

Characters: 

• Narrators 1, 2, and 3 • God • David • Samuel • Jesse  • Goliath • Saul 

Tweaks to the Text: 

Ellipses = words omitted within a sentence for the sake of conciseness. NOTE: No need to slow your 
reading when you see an ellipsis.

Words in brackets = added words for context

Words in italics = summary sections from Zondervan’s The Story: Teen Edition Bible

FROM SHEPHERD TO KING

NARRATOR 1: The LORD said to Samuel, 

GOD: “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? I am sending 
you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king…Do not consider his appear-
ance or his height...The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the out-
ward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

NARRATOR 1: Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him,

SAMUEL: “The LORD has not chosen these…Are these all the sons you have?”

JESSE: “There is still the youngest…He is tending the sheep.”

NARRATOR 1: So he sent and had him brought in. Then the LORD said, 

GOD: “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

NARRATOR 1: And from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. [It still 
would be some time before David grew into a man and took over as king.]

From The Story, Teen Curriculum by Michael Novelli. Permission to reproduce this StoryReader script granted only for use in buyer’s 
youth group. Copyright © 2011 by Zondervan.
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NARRATOR 2: Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war [against the Israelites.] A champion 
named Goliath…came out of the Philistine camp. [He was very tall and wore heavy armor.] Goliath 
stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, 

GOLIATH: “Choose a man and have him come down to me. If he is able to fight and kill me, we will 
become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve 
us.” 

NARRATOR 2: On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were…terrified. [Mean-
while, Jesse was at home as all of his sons were on the front lines ready to fight the Philistines.] Jesse 
said to his son David, 

JESSE: “See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance from them. They are with Saul 
and all the men of Israel…fighting against the Philistines.”

NARRATOR 2: [David] reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle positions. As he was 
talking with [his brothers], Goliath…stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and 
David heard it. David said to Saul, 

DAVID: “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him…Your 
servant has been keeping his father’s sheep…The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion 
and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.”

NARRATOR 2: Saul said to David, 

SAUL: “Go, and the LORD be with you.”

NARRATOR 3: Then [David] took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put 
them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.
David said to the Philistine, 

DAVID: “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name 
of the LORD Almighty…”

NARRATOR 3: Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck [Golliath] on 
the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. David ran and 
stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. After he killed 
him, he cut off his head with the sword. When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they 
turned and ran. 

NARRATOR 1: [King] Saul was impressed with David’s victory over Goliath…[he] drafted David into 
service at the king’s court.…David and Saul’s son Jonathan…formed a friendship…as strong as 
any brothers’.…But David’s popularity [led Saul to be]…consumed by anger and jealousy, [and] on 
numerous occasions Saul tried to kill David. Finally, David, in fear for his life, fled from Saul. But Saul 
was driven to hunt David down. In danger, David did what he always did: He poured out his fears to 
God and prayed for help.
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DAVID: “Deliver me from my enemies, O God; be my fortress against those who are attacking me...”

NARRATOR 2: [No matter how close Saul got, David consistently outmaneuvered him.] [One day, as 
he hid from Saul in a cave,] David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. [He]…called 
out to Saul, 

DAVID: “My lord the king!...I spared you…I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See 
that…I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life.”

NARRATOR 2: When David finished saying this, Saul…wept aloud. 

SAUL: “You are more righteous than I…You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly…
May the LORD reward you…I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be 
established in your hands.”

NARRATOR 3: [After Saul died] God directed David to assert his calling as king.…Soon afterward, 
David twice led the Israelites in decisive victories over the troublesome Philistines. This period also 
saw one of David’s most important accomplishments: he [overtook]...Jerusalem—making it Israel’s 
national and spiritual capital.

NARRATOR 1: Aware that the treasured [ark of the covenant] deserved a majestic home, David 
began to conceive of a permanent temple…David consulted with Nathan, a trusted prophet of God, 
about his plans. And the prophet’s reply, reflecting God’s mind on the matter, must have stunned 
David.

GOD: ‘You are not the one to build me a house to dwell in…the LORD will build a house for you…I 
will raise up your offspring to succeed you. He is the one who will build a house for me, and I will 
establish his throne forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son.’

NARRATOR 2: David organized an effective army with trusted leadership and used it strategically to 
stabilize [Israel.]…David was a warrior, a poet and a man after God’s heart. He was a leader who put 
God first, who loved and followed God. Everywhere the record showed that God blessed this shep-
herd-king. But David was not a perfect man...[as we will see in our next story].

Excerpted from The Story: Teen Edition, Copyright © 2011 by The Zondervan Corporation 
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