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Bible Basis: Ezra 1:1–7, 3:10–13; Haggai 1:2–11; Zechariah 8:2–22

Bible Verse: … They will be my people. I will be their faithful God. I will keep my promises to them. 
—Zechariah 8:8

Bible Point: God’s people promise to follow his ways. God wants me to follow him.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 19: “The Return Home” 

THE RETuRN HOmE

uNIFYING ELEmENT/REvIEW

Stuff You Need: The Story Cards lessons 15, 16, 17, and 18

Go over each lesson to remind children of what they have studied over the last few weeks. Point 
to the card for lesson 15 and say, God helped Elijah and Elisha. God helps me.  Have students 
repeat the last half of the Bible Point with you. Do the same for lessons 16, 17, and 18. Lesson 16: 
God doesn’t give up on his people. God won’t give up on me. Lesson 17: God’s people suffer 
because of their sins, but God still loves them. Lesson 18: Daniel is loyal to God, and God 
protects him. I can be loyal to God.

STEP 1: COmE TOGETHER

Have children form a single-file line behind you. Say, Will you follow me and do what I do? Allow 
group to answer. Then take a couple of steps and do a silly action. Have children mimic what you do. 
Repeat several times until you have walked all the way around the room at least once. Have children 
sit down. Then ask:

• What did you like best about following me? 

• What does following someone mean you have to do? 

Say, In today’s Bible story, God’s people promised to follow God. Let’s find out why they did this. 

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY

Present the following Bible story. 

God’s House
Stuff You Need: wooden blocks
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God’s people lived far away from their true home. Some had been slaves for a very long time. 
King Cyrus told them that they could go back to Jerusalem. Jerusalem was their home.

This made God’s people happy. Their neighbors were happy for them, too. Their neighbors 
gave God’s people gold and silver to rebuild God’s temple. 

God’s temple is like our church today, only it was bigger and fancier. Even King Cyrus gave 
God’s people things for their temple. These things were from the temple that used to be in 
Jerusalem. When God’s people reached Jerusalem, they built the foundation of God’s temple. 

Hand out one wooden block to each child. If you have a small class, give children two blocks each. 
Ask them to place their blocks so that the blocks form a square, the foundation of a block building. 
This is the foundation for a block building. It shows where and how a building will be made. We 
can put blocks on top of these to make a building. When the foundation of God’s temple was 
built, God’s people celebrated. 

Have students sit in a circle around the block foundation.

Once the foundation of God’s temple was made, God’s people started to work on their own 
homes and to plant food for their own families. God told them to work on his temple first. God 
said he would provide for their needs.

He sent Haggai, a prophet, to tell them to make the temple as great as it used to be. Then he 
sent Zechariah to tell the people exactly how to make God’s temple. God wanted to take care 
of all his people. 

Give each student another block. Have them place their blocks directly on top of one block in 
the building’s foundation to create a block tower. Some bad people tried to stop people from 
building God’s temple. Ask a child to knock down the block tower. These bad people did not like 
God. They did not like God’s people. But King Darius stopped them. He said that God’s temple 
should be built.

Hand out those knocked-down blocks and others for the children to make a building on the block 
foundation. 

When the temple was built, they dedicated it to God, which means they said the temple 
belonged to God. Then they dedicated themselves to God. This means that they belonged to 
him. They wanted to obey him. They wanted to worship him. They wanted to serve him. They 
wanted to be his people.

God’s people promised to follow his ways. God wants you to follow him and his ways, too. 

After the Bible story, ask: 

• What did God’s people build first? (They built the foundation of God’s temple.)

• What did God say he’d do if his people built his temple first? (God said he would take care of 
his people.) 
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Get the card for lesson 19. Point to it and say, God’s people promise to follow his ways. God 
wants me to follow him. Have children repeat the Bible point with you.

Say, Let’s ask God to show us how to follow him. Pray with your students.

STEP 3: ExPLORE mORE

Choose any or all of these activities to help explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: God Provides Food
Stuff You Need: grapes, cucumbers, pumpkin seeds, flour tortillas, paper plates, cups of grape juice

Have children sit in a circle. Pass out plates of food and cups of juice to the children. As they snack, 
remind them that when God’s people returned to their home city, they had to grow food to eat 
because there were no grocery stores. Point out each item that they are eating. Say, People grow 
grapes. Perhaps God’s people ate grapes. Or People grow cucumbers. Perhaps God’s people 
ate cucumbers. Or People grow pumpkins for pumpkin seeds. Perhaps God’s people ate 
pumpkin seeds. Or Flour tortillas are made from grain. Perhaps God’s people ate flat bread like 
this. Then ask:

• What other foods might God’s people have eaten? 

• Who promised to take care of the people?

Close by saying, God promised to take care of his people when they promised to follow his 
ways. God wants you to follow him, too. 

Option 2: God’s Ways
Help children understand God’s way by playing a game of charades with them. Say, I am going to 
follow God’s way. I am going to . . . Then proceed to pantomime making your bed. Have children 
yell out their guesses until someone gets it. Continue saying the line and acting things out for 
children to guess. You can act out cleaning your bedroom, setting the table, sweeping the floor, 
eating your vegetables, letting someone go out the door before you, petting a dog, giving someone 
a present, smiling at people, sitting still in Sunday school, etc. Then ask: 

• How far away from home do you have to go to follow God’s ways? 

• What is one way you can follow God this week? 

Say, God’s people promised to follow God’s ways. God wants you to follow him, too.

Option 3: I Promise …
Pass out a copy of the “I Promise” handout to each child. Read the words with the children. Ask if 
they have ever made a promise to anyone before. Talk about how important it is to keep a promise. 
Talk about how God never breaks his promises and we should not either! Talk about things that the 
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children might promise their parents or someone at home. Help the children fill in the blank below 
the words and show them where to sign their names. Hang these promises up at home to share with 
their families.

Option 4: God’s People Promise
Look at the picture of the temple. Talk about how important it was for God’s people to keep their 
promise to God and follow him. Talk about how a temple is just a regular old building until people 
are in it and listening to God. Color the temple and take home to help share the Bible story with 
their families.

Option 5: Journey Home 
Bag to Take on a Journey

Stuff you need: 9 x 12 pieces of felt, ribbon or yarn, Velcro® strips, hole punch, markers, glitter 
glue, etc.

1. Take a piece of felt and fold the bottom third up.

2. Keeping the folded part as the bottom, punch holes along both sides.

3. Use the ribbon or yarn to lace up the sides. Tie a knot at the top of each side to secure.

4. To close the bag, stick a small piece of Velcro on the inside of the top flap and another on the 
front of the pouch near the top.

5. Decorate using markers, glitter glue, etc.

STEP 4: GOING HOmE

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Card No. 19. Say, The front of this 
card will remind you that God’s people promised to follow God’s ways. Show your parents the 
back and tell them that God wants you to follow him, too. Have them practice saying this before 
they leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, go over each lesson again and make it fun. 
Perhaps have individual children try to say the Bible Points for each week, have just the girls or just 
the boys say different points, or time the class to see how fast they can say the points together. 


