
Bible Basis: Daniel 6:1–13, 16–23; Jeremiah 30:1–3, 8, 10–11, 31:23–25, 29:10–14

Bible Verse: [Daniel] went to his room three times a day to pray. He got down on his knees and gave 
thanks to his God. —Daniel 6:10

Bible Point: Daniel is loyal to God, and God protects him. I can be loyal to God.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 18: “God Watches Over Daniel” 

GOd WATCHES OvER dANIEL
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uNIFYING ELEmENT/REvIEW

Stuff You Need: The Story Cards lessons 14, 15, 16, and 17

Go over each lesson to remind children of what they have studied over the last few weeks. Point 
to the card for lesson 14 and say, God uses bad things to teach his people. I can learn from 
mistakes.  Have students repeat the last half of the Bible point with you. Do the same for lessons 15, 
16, and 17. Lesson 15: God helped Elijah and Elisha. God helps me. Lesson 16: God doesn’t give 
up on his people. God won’t give up on me. Lesson 17: God’s people suffer because of their 
sins, but God still loves them.

STEP 1: COmE TOGETHER

Stuff You Need: paper, rubber bands

Have children tear up strips of paper. Take a handful of paper strips and rubber band the strips 
together to make a pompom for each child. Have students shake their pompoms and cheer with you 
for a local or church sports team. Then allow children to sit on the floor. Say, Many of us are loyal 
to [name of local team]. That means that we like to watch them play games, and we cheer for 
them. Then ask:

• If our team loses, do we stop cheering for them and cheer for the winning team?

• What keeps us cheering for a team we like, even when they lose? 

Say, People keep cheering for teams they like because they are loyal to them. Today’s Bible 
story is about a man who was loyal to God. That means that he showed his excitement for God 
whether those around liked or disliked what he did. 

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY

Present the following Bible story. 
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Ask God for Help
Have children get down on their hands and knees and act like lions. Little lions, roar if you’re 
hungry. Let the children roar. You may get to eat soon. Darius’ advisors are jealous. They do not 
like Daniel because he does what is right. They want to throw Daniel in the lion’s den, so he’ll 
be eaten by lions. 

Little lions, roar if you’re hungry. Let the lions roar. The advisors tricked King Darius. They said 
he was a great king and asked him to pass a law. The king agreed. The law said that no one 
could pray to anyone but King Darius for 30 days. 

Little lions, roar if you’re hungry. Let the lions roar. Daniel heard the law. Still, he went to his 
house and prayed to God. The bad men caught Daniel praying. The law said that he had to be 
thrown into the lion’s den.

Little lions, roar if you’re hungry. Let the lions roar. The king did not want Daniel to die, but 
Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den. The king told Daniel, “You always serve your God 
faithfully. May he save you.” Then the king’s men put the stone over the lion’s den. Only God 
could save Daniel. 

Little lions, roar if you’re still hungry. Let the lions roar. The next morning, King Darius went 
to the lion’s den. He removed the stone and called, “Daniel, did your God save you from the 
lions?”

Little lions, roar if you are still hungry. Let the lions roar. You are hungry, because you did not 
eat Daniel. Daniel replied to the king, “My king, may you live forever. My God sent his angel 
and his angel shut the mouths of the lions. They did not hurt me because I did not do anything 
wrong before God or before you.” 

Little lions, roar if you are still hungry. Let the lions roar. Yes, you are still hungry, but King Darius 
was overjoyed. He ordered his servants to lift Daniel out of the lion’s den. Daniel trusted in God 
and God protected him.

After the Bible story, ask: 

• Who prayed to God every day? (Daniel)

• How did God protect Daniel? (God saved him from hungry lions by sending his angel.) 

Show the card for lesson 18. Point to it and say, Daniel is loyal to God, and God protects him. I can 
be loyal to God. Have children repeat the Bible point with you.

Say, Let’s ask God to help us be loyal to him like Daniel. Pray with your students.

STEP 3: ExPLORE mORE

Choose any or all of these activities to help explore the lesson further. 
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Option 1: Closing a Lion’s mouth
Stuff You Need: napkins, variety of cereals, cups of milk 

Pass out the food but ask the children not to eat yet. Say, God closed the mouths of the lions when 
Daniel was in the lions’ den. When I say, “An angel shut the lions’ mouths,” put your hands over 
your mouth. When I say, “Daniel was let out of the lions’ den,” you can eat as much food as you 
want. Alternate between the children holding their mouths shut and giving them an opportunity to 
eat their snack until the snacks have been eaten. Then ask:

• How many of you still wanted to eat when your hands were over your mouths? 

• Do you think the lions still wanted to eat Daniel when their mouths were closed? 

• What kept the lions from eating Daniel?

Close by saying, Daniel was loyal to God, and God protected him. You can be loyal to God, too. 
He wants to protect you.

Option 2: God’s Protection
Stuff You Need: scrap paper, trash basket, masking tape

Place a masking tape line about ten feet from a trash can. Place scrap paper behind the masking 
tape line. Have children stand behind the masking tape line. They can wad up individual pieces of 
scrap paper to make paper balls. Then they should throw paper wads at the trash can. You should 
stand in front of the trash can and protect it from the paper wads. After everyone has had many 
chances to throw paper wads at the trash can, while you’re protecting it, have children sit down. I 
protected the trash can from the paper wads. In the same way, God protects you. Then ask: 

• Was I able to protect the trash can from getting filled with paper wads? 

• Is God able to protect you?

Say, Daniel was loyal to God, and God protected him. You can be loyal to God, too. He will 
protect you.

Option 3: God Sends Protection
Look at the picture of Daniel in the lions’ den. How could God take care of him? Have the children 
talk about the angel that God sent to protect Daniel. Does he send angels to protect us when we 
have troubles? Have the children draw an angel into the picture and color the picture.

Option 4: Never Stop Praying
Pass out a copy of the “Never Stop Praying” handout to each child. Talk about the times that they 
pray (meals, nighttime, church, an emergency). Are those the only times it is good to pray? Circle the 
pictures that show good times for children to pray. Color the pictures.
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Option 5: daniel and the Lions
Circle Lion 

Stuff you need: tan and brown construction paper, glue

For this age group you can precut the circles to make the craft easier. For each student, you will 
need:

• Eight (8) large brown circles (with the circumference roughly the size of a pop can)

• One (1) large tan circle (with the circumference roughly the size of a pop can)

• Four (4) medium tan circles (with the circumference roughly the size of a fifty cent piece)

• One (1) medium black circle (with the circumference roughly the size of a fifty cent piece)

• One (1) medium white circle (with the circumference roughly the size of a fifty cent piece)

• Two (2) small black circles (with the circumference roughly the size of a dime)

Note: You can buy stencils or hole punches at most craft stores

1. Find and count eight large brown circles. Glue them together so they form a slightly rectangular 
circle. There should be a hole in the middle. This will be the lion’s MANE.

2. Find the large tan circle. Glue it in on top of the brown circles, though a little above center. This 
will be the lion’s FACE.

3. Find the medium black circle. This will be the NOSE. Glue it to the bottom of the FACE.

4. Find the two small black circles. These will be the EYES. Glue them onto the FACE above the 
NOSE.

5. Find the four medium tan circles. Use two to make EARS. Glue the top of the FACE.

6. Use the other two to create a MUZZLE. Glue them side-by-side about halfway down the NOSE. 

7. Ask students what circle they have left. They should have one medium white one.

8. Take the remaining white circle and glue it under the muzzle to form a MOUTH. 

STEP 4: GOING HOmE

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Card No. 18. Say, The front of this 
card will remind you that Daniel was loyal to God, and God protected him. Show your parents 
the back and tell them that you can be loyal to God, too. Have them practice saying this before 
they leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, go over each lesson again and make it fun. 
Perhaps have individual children try to say the Bible points for each week, have just the girls or just 
the boys say different points, or time the class to see how fast they can say the points together. 


