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THE KINGdOmS’ FALL

Bible Basis: Jeremiah 1:4–10, 2:21–28, 5:1–2, 16:17–19; 2 Chronicles 36:1–16; 2 Kings 25:1–12; 
Lamentations 1:1, 2:17, 3:21–26; 5:1, 15–21; Ezekiel 1:1–2:17, 36:22–36

Bible Verse: I say to myself, “The Lord is everything I will ever need. So I will put my hope in him.” 
—Lamentations 3:24

Bible Point: God’s people suffer because of their sins, but God still loves them.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 17: “The Kingdoms’ Fall” 

uNIFYING ELEmENT/REvIEW

Stuff You Need: The Story Cards lessons 13, 14, 15, and 16

Go over each lesson to remind children of what they have studied over the last few weeks. Point to 
the card for lesson 13 and say, God made Solomon a wise leader. God can make me wise, too.  
Have students repeat the last half of the Bible point with you. Do the same for the lessons 14, 15, 
and 16. Lesson 14: God uses bad things to teach his people. I can learn from mistakes. Lesson 
15: God helped Elijah and Elisha. God helps me. Lesson 16: God doesn’t give up on his people. 
God won’t give up on me.

STEP 1: COmE TOGETHER

Have children stand in a circle. Ask them to repeat your actions. Pat your thighs twice. Have students 
repeat the action. Clap your hands twice. Have students mimic you. Pat your shoulders twice. Have 
students follow. Clap your hands twice. Have students clap. Then clap your thighs, hands, shoulders, 
thighs, shoulders, hands, shoulders, and thighs quickly. Laugh with your students when they can’t 
exactly follow your lead. Have them sit down and ask:

• When I only did one thing, how easy was it to follow what I did?

• What made it hard to follow what I did at the end? 

Say, Sometimes we make mistakes when we try to do too much. In today’s Bible story, God’s 
people made mistakes because they were too busy to hear what God was telling them.

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY

Present the following Bible story. 



PRESCHOOL: THE STORY FOR LITTLE ONES,  LESSON 17 PAGE 67

God’s Prophets
God’s people did not listen to God. God chose Jeremiah to tell God’s people that they needed 
to say they were sorry. Let’s pretend that I am Jeremiah and you are God’s people. 

Pretend to be Jeremiah: Why have you turned against God?

Have students put their hands to their ears and say: I can’t hear you.

Jeremiah: Why do you only come to God when you need something?

Have students put their hands to their ears and say: I can’t hear you.

Jeremiah: Why do you make pieces of wood into gods?

Have students put their hands to their ears and say: I can’t hear you.

Jeremiah: Are you honest? If I can find one honest person, God will forgive everyone. 

Have students put their hands to their ears and say: I can’t hear you.

Even though the people did not listen to Jeremiah, what he said came to pass. God did what 
he planned to do. Here is what the people should have said:

Pretend to be Jeremiah: The Lord loves you very much.

Have students repeat: The Lord loves me very much.

Jeremiah: I will put my hope in God.

Have students repeat: I will put my hope in God.

Jeremiah: God is good to you. 

Have students repeat:  God is good to me. 

After Jeremiah, God spoke to his people through a prophet named Ezekiel. He told them many 
things about what would happen in the far away future. God’s people suffered because of their 
sins, but God still loved them. He told them that someday they could go back to their own 
homes.

After the Bible story, ask: 

• What did the people do when Jeremiah gave them a message from God? (The people 
closed their ears.)

• What should the people have done when Jeremiah gave them a message from God? (They 
should have listened.) 

Get the card for lesson 17. Point to it and say, God’s people suffer because of their sins, but God 
still loves them. Have children repeat the Bible point with you.

Say, Let’s thank God for loving us even when we mess up. Pray with your students.
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STEP 3: ExPLORE mORE

Choose any or all of these activities to help explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: A Wiggly People
Stuff You Need: gelatin cups, spoons, napkins

Pass out a gelatin cup, spoon, and napkin to each student. Say, Touch the gelatin with your spoon. 
See how wiggly it is. When you wiggle gelatin, it looks like it is moving. Then ask:

• Is the gelatin moving toward your mouth when it is wiggling? 

• How can you get the gelatin from your cup to your mouth? (Slurping or with a spoon)

Close by saying, God’s people were like gelatin. They wiggled a lot, but they did not move 
toward God. God used Jeremiah and Ezekiel to warn them that if they kept wiggling like they 
were, he would have to remove them from their homes. God’s people were going to suffer for 
their sins, but God wanted them to know he still loved them. 

Option 2: Your Bedroom
Stuff You Need: butcher paper, tape, markers

Hang up a large sheet of butcher paper. Bedrooms can get pretty messy. Draw a bed, a dresser, 
and a closet on the butcher paper. What makes a room look messy? Have students give individual 
answers. Perhaps they’ll say clothes on the floor or toys out of the toy box. Each time someone 
gives an answer, hand the person a marker and have the student draw the item on your butcher-
paper room. As they draw, call on another student. Keep going in this way until no one can think of 
anymore things that could mess up a bedroom. Look at the butcher paper. That is a messy room. In 
today’s Bible story, God’s people looked a lot like this messy room. They filled their lives with 
so many things that they had no room for God. Then ask: 

• What would we have to do to clean this room? 

• What would God’s people have to do to clean up their lives? 

Say, God’s people needed to be cleaned up. Cleaning takes time, and it isn’t fun. God’s people 
would have to suffer because of their sins, but that would clean them up so that they would 
turn to God. Through all of this, God still loved them.

Option 3: When does God Love me?
Pass out a copy of the “When Does God Love Me?” handout to each child. Look at the pictures on 
the page. Have children say what each picture shows. Even if a person seems too busy he should 
pray. God is never too busy to listen. Have the children color the pictures of people that God loves.
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Option 4: God Is Good
Pass out a copy of the “God Is Good” handout to each child. Tall about the idea that God is good 
and he loves us no matter what we do. Have the students color the letters and decorate this poster 
to share at home.

Option 5: Flour drawing
Stuff you need: flour, large baking sheets (If you don’t have baking sheets you can use allow children 
to draw on the tables, but cleanup will be much more difficult.)

1. Let children scoop out a few handfuls of flour onto their baking sheet (or onto the table in front of 
them).

2. Have them spread the flour out on their sheet so that a thin layer covers the entire surface.

3. Read the Bible story aloud.

4. As you read, ask the children to draw scenes from the story in the flour. They can use their fingers. 
It might help to tell children that this is a similar concept to drawing in the sand at the beach.

5. Continue reading the story, pausing occasionally to allow children to draw the scene you describe.

STEP 4: GOING HOmE

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Card No. 17. Say, The front of this 
card will remind you that Jeremiah and Ezekiel told the people that they would suffer for their 
sins. Show your parents the back and tell them that God still loved his people, just like he loves 
you. Have them practice saying this before they leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, go over each lesson again and make it fun. 
Perhaps have individual children try to say the Bible points for each week, have just the girls or just 
the boys say different points, or time the class to see how fast they can say the points together. 


