
Bible Basis: 1 Kings 19:3–16

Bible Verse: [Elijah said,] “I serve the Lord. He is the God of Israel.” —1 Kings 17:1

Bible Point: God helped Elijah and Elisha. God helps me.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 15: “God’s Messengers” 

GOd’S mESSENGERS
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uNIFYING ELEmENT/REvIEW

Stuff You Need: The Story Cards lessons 11, 12, 13, and 14

Go over each lesson to remind children of what they have studied over the last few weeks. Point to 
the card for lesson 11 and say, God helped David be brave. God can make me brave, too. Have 
students repeat the last half of the Bible point with you. Do the same for lessons 12, 13, and 14. 
Lesson 12: God forgave David’s sins. God forgives me when I’m sorry for doing wrong things. 
Lesson 13: God made Solomon a wise leader. God can make me wise, too. Lesson 14: God uses 
bad things to teach his people. I can learn from mistakes.

STEP 1: COmE TOGETHER

Stuff You Need: paper plates, craft sticks, tape, markers

Give each child two paper plates. Say, Draw a face on each plate. Make one face an old man. 
Make the other face a young man. While they draw the faces, tape a craft stick to the back of each 
so the plates become simple puppets. If there is time, write “Elijah” on the old face and “Elisha” on 
the young face. Then ask:

• How do older people help younger people?

• What have older people taught you? 

Say, Today’s Bible story is about two men. One is older and one is younger. The older man helped 
the younger man learn more about God. (Save the plate puppets for use during the Bible story.)

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY

Present the following Bible story. 
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Elijah and Elisha
Stuff You Need: the plate puppets from the opening exercise

Have children hold up their older puppet face when you say, “Elijah,” and their younger puppet face 
when you say, “Elisha.” Practice. Say, Elijah, and let them hold up their older puppet face and then 
put it back on their laps. Say, Elisha. Have them hold up their younger puppet face and then put 
it back on their laps. Repeat. When they know what to do, start the story and pause after you say 
either name.

Elijah told bad King Ahab that there would be no rain. Elijah wanted King Ahab to know that 
God was in charge of the weather. 

Elijah’s words did not make King Ahab happy. King Ahab wanted to hurt Elijah. God told Elijah 
to go far away. Elijah drank water from a brook. Elijah was given food by birds.

There was no rain for three years. God told Elijah that he would send rain. Elijah told Ahab that 
God would send rain. God used Elijah to show God’s people that only God was God.

King Ahab’s wife did not like Elijah. She did not like Elijah’s God. She wanted to hurt Elijah. 
Elijah ran away. God spoke to Elijah in a quiet voice. 

Elijah went to find Elisha. Elisha was a farmer. Elisha stopped farming and followed Elijah. Elisha 
became Elijah’s helper. When Elisha was ready to be God’s prophet, Elijah and Elisha went on a 
trip. 

Elijah and Elisha had to cross a river. Elijah rolled his coat up. Then Elijah struck the water with 
it. The water parted. Elijah and Elisha crossed the water on dry ground. 

God sent a fiery horse and chariot for Elijah. Elijah rode on the chariot. Elisha watched. Elijah 
went up to heaven. Elisha watched. Elijah dropped his coat. Elisha caught Elijah’s coat. 

Elisha never saw Elijah again. But when he crossed back over the Jordan River, he struck it with 
Elijah’s coat. The water parted for Elisha. God was with Elisha. God would use Elisha to tell 
many people about God. (Save the puppets for a later activity.)

After the Bible story, ask: 

• How did Elijah make King Ahab angry?  (Elijah told him it would not rain.)

• What did Elijah and Elisha do when Elisha was ready to be God’s prophet? (They went on a 
trip together.)

Show the Lesson 15 card and say, God helped Elijah and Elisha. God helps me, too. Have children 
repeat the Bible point with you.

Say, Let’s ask God for his help, like Elijah and Elisha did. Pray for your students’ needs.
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STEP 3: ExPLORE mORE

Choose any or all of these activities to help explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Raindrops
Stuff You Need: water, cups, soda crackers, animal crackers

Pass out the crackers. Let the children eat and become thirsty. Say, Who wants water? Let students 
respond. That’s how King Ahab felt. He wanted rain. Rain watered their crops. Rain was good to 
drink. But God was punishing him, so there was no rain for three years. God isn’t punishing you, 
though. I’ll give you each a cup of water. Pass out cups of water. Then ask:

• Can you see why King Ahab was angry? 

• Why was God punishing King Ahab? 

Close by saying, God helped Elijah and Elisha. God can help you, too. 

Option 2: Pick a Puppet
Stuff You Need: the plate puppets from the opening exercise

Have children answer your question by holding up their puppets. 

• Who told bad King Ahab that it would not rain? (Elijah)

• Who told bad King Ahab that God was in charge of the weather? (Elijah)

• Who did King Ahab want to hurt? (Elijah) 

• Who drank from a brook? (Elijah)

• Who was given food by the birds? (Elijah)

• Who told bad King Ahab that God would send rain? (Elijah)

• Who did God speak to in a quiet voice? (Elijah)

• Who was a farmer? (Elisha)

• Who found Elisha? (Elijah)

• Who stopped farming to follow Elijah? (Elisha)

• Who went on a trip? (Elisha and Elijah) 

• Who crossed the Jordan River without getting wet? (Elijah and Elisha)

• Who rode to heaven in a fiery horse and chariot? (Elijah)

• Who dropped his coat? (Elijah)

• Who picked up Elijah’s coat? (Elisha)

Say, God helped Elijah and Elisha do many things. God can help you, too. 
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Option 3: Elijah and Elisha Have Faith
Pass out a copy of the “Elijah and Elisha Have Faith” handout to each child. Review the story orally. 
Have the children color in these two Biblical heroes to help them remember that if we ask for help, 
God will help us.

Option 4: What Kind of Help?
Talk with the children about when we can ask God for help (anytime). Ask them to share times that 
they or someone they know has asked God for help. Write some of the ideas on the board or chart 
paper. Look at the handout together. Have the children trace words that name times they asked 
God for help in the rain drops or draw and color small pictures that show times they needed help 
from God.

Option 5: Elijah (Fiery Chariot) 
Stuff you need: chariot with Elijah template, red, orange, and yellow tissue paper, pencils, glue or 
glue stick, markers, crayons, or colored pencils

1. Color in the template.

2. Cut or tear the tissue paper into small pieces (1” x 1” squares work well).

3. Take the tissue paper and mold it over the pencil’s end (eraser side).

4. Dab a little glue on the flat bottom of the tissue paper.

5. Press onto chariot on the template. 

6. Remove tissue paper from eraser’s end. It should hold the pencil’s shape.

7. Repeat until the chariot looks like it’s in flames.

STEP 4: GOING HOmE

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Card No. 15. Say, The front of this 
card will remind you that God helped Elijah and Elisha. Show your parents the back and tell 
them that God helps you, too. Have them practice saying this before they leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, go over each lesson again and make it fun. 
Perhaps have individual children try to say the Bible points for each week, have just the girls or just 
the boys say different points, or time the class to see how fast they can say the points together. 


