
Bible Basis: 1 Kings 11:4–6; 12:1–33; 14:22–23, 26–28; 15:11–14

Bible Verse: Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord (1 Kings 15:11).

Bible Point: God uses bad things to teach his people. I can learn from mistakes.

Resource: The Story for Little Ones, Chapter 14: “A Kingdom Torn in Two” 

A KINGdOm TORN IN TWO
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uNIFYING ELEmENT/REvIEW

Stuff You Need: The Story Cards lessons 10, 11, 12, and 13

Go over each lesson to remind children of what they have studied over the last few weeks. Point to 
the card for lesson 10 and say, God answered Hannah’s prayer. God hears me pray, too. Have 
students repeat the last half of the Bible point with you. Do the same for lessons 11, 12, and 13. 
Lesson 11: God helped David be brave. God can make me brave, too. Lesson 12: God forgave 
David’s sins. God forgives me when I’m sorry for doing wrong things. Lesson 13: God made 
Solomon a wise leader. God can make me wise, too.

STEP 1: COmE TOGETHER

Allow children to sit on the floor and talk about their chores. Say, Raise your hand if you have to 
clean your room (pause for hand raising), dress yourself (pause for hand raising), hang up your 
coat (pause for hand raising), set the table (pause for hand raising). Then ask:

• What do these chores teach you?

• What happens if you choose not to do your chores? 

Say, In today’s Bible story, many kings of God’s people chose not to do what they were 
supposed to do. They did bad things instead. One king learned from the mistakes of others, 
and did what he was supposed to do.   

STEP 2: HEAR THE STORY

Present the following Bible story. 

Asa, the Good King
Solomon was King David’s son. He became king. Stand up if you think Solomon worshiped God 
for his whole life. Lie on your tummy if you think Solomon stopped worshiping God. Let children 
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respond. Congratulate those lying down. Have everyone sit. Other kings learned from King 
Solomon’s mistakes.

After Solomon, the kingdom split into two kingdoms. Rehoboam was Solomon’s son. He 
became a king. Clap your hands if you think Rehoboam worshiped God. Stomp your feet if 
you think Rehoboam did not follow the one true God. Let children respond. Congratulate those 
stomping. Have everyone sit. Other kings learned from King Rehoboam’s mistakes.

Later, a man named Asa became king. Go to the back wall if you think Asa had a heart for God. 
Go the front wall if you think Asa did not like God. Let children respond. Congratulate those at the 
back wall. Have everyone sit. Asa learned to follow God and not make the mistakes of other kings. 

King Asa was a good king. He did not want people to pay attention to pretend gods. Touch 
your shoulders if you think King Asa destroyed the pretend gods. Stand by me if you think King 
Asa worshiped the pretend gods alone. Let children respond. Congratulate those touching their 
shoulders. Have everyone sit. Asa learned to follow God and not make the mistakes of other 
kings.

King Asa followed the one true God. Wiggle your fingers if you think King Asa brought silver 
and gold to God’s temple. Slap your thighs if you think King Asa kept the silver and gold for 
himself. Let children respond. Congratulate those wiggling their fingers. Have everyone sit. Asa 
learned to follow God and not make the mistakes of other kings.

After King Asa died, his son Jehoshaphat became king. Touch a chair if you think King 
Jehoshaphat followed God. Jump if you think King Jehoshaphat turned away from God. Let 
children respond. Congratulate those touching chairs. Have everyone sit. Jehoshaphat learned to 
follow God and not make the mistakes of other kings.

Many kings ruled God’s people after good King Asa and good King Jehoshaphat. Swing your 
arms in the air if you think these other kings worshiped God. Shake your head no if you think 
these kings followed other gods. Let children respond. Congratulate those shaking their heads. 
Have everyone sit. Because these kings did not learn from the mistakes of others or their own 
mistakes, they had many troubles.

After the Bible story, ask: 

• What did King Asa and King Jehoshaphat do that the other kings did not do? (King Asa and 
King Jehoshaphat followed God. They learned from the mistakes of others.)

• What did too many kings do? (Too many kings did whatever they wanted to do. They did not 
follow God. They did not learn from mistakes.) 

Show the card for lesson 14. Point to it and say God uses bad things to teach his people. I can 
learn from mistakes. Have children repeat the Bible point with you.

Say, Let’s ask God to show us how to learn from our mistakes, like King Asa. Pray with your 
students.
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STEP 3: ExPLORE mORE

Choose any or all of these activities to help explore the lesson further. 

Option 1: Gold 
Stuff You Need: fish crackers, uncooked macaroni, juice, napkins, cups

Give each student a napkin and a cup of juice. Ask, Do you want fish crackers for your snack or 
uncooked macaroni? Give children what they want. They cannot have both. Then ask:

• Are fish crackers or uncooked macaroni better to eat? 

• Is gold or pretend gold better? 

Talk about how some kings wanted to give God pretend gold for his temple instead of real gold. 
Equate it to giving your students uncooked macaroni or crackers for their snack. One has value and 
the other doesn’t. If students chose the wrong food, let them choose again. Explain that it’s okay to 
learn from their mistakes.

Close by saying, God uses bad things to teach his people. You can learn from your mistakes. 

Option 2: make a Tower
Stuff You Need: blocks

Divide students into groups of four. Give each group a set of blocks. Let them try to build a tall 
tower. When the tower falls over, ask what they can do different to learn from their mistakes. After 
everyone has completed their towers, ask: 

• What did you learn from your mistakes while you were building a tall tower? 

• What do you think God can teach you from the mistakes you make? 

Say, God uses bad things to teach his people. You can learn from mistakes. 

Option 3: We All make mistakes
Pass out a copy of the “We All Make Mistakes” handout to each child. Talk about some of the things 
the children have done that, after they were done with it, found out that it was wrong. What showed 
them that they had made a mistake? Could they fix the mistake? Draw about a time that they made a 
mistake and learned a lesson.

Option 4: Teach me, Lord
Pass out a copy of the “Teach Me, Lord” handout to each child. Talk about how important prayer is 
and that no matter what God will help us, even when the mistakes we make seem very serious. Read 
this simple prayer together. Have the children color the letters of the prayer and send home.
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Option 5: The divided Kingdom
Putting a divided kingdom back together

Stuff you need: paper (You may want to use a heavier paper like poster board or card stock.), 
crayons, markers, or colored pencils, safety scissors 

1. Give each student a piece of paper and coloring utensils.

2. Ask students to picture a kingdom, and then draw what they imagine. You might need to give 
them starter ideas like castles, moats, kings, etc. 

3. When students are done drawing their picture, ask them to cut it into as many pieces as they 
want. Encourage them to make as many cuts as possible. 

4. When they’re done, have them try to put their picture back together.

5. Talk about how difficult it is to put their kingdom back together, but how easy it for God to unite 
us.

STEP 4: GOING HOmE

Before sending children home, give each a copy of The Story Card No. 14. Say, The front of this 
card will remind you that King Asa learned from the mistakes of others. Show your parents the 
back and tell them that you can learn from your mistakes. Have them practice saying this before 
they leave.

As you are waiting for parents to pick up their children, go over each lesson again and make it fun. 
Perhaps have individual children try to say the Bible points for each week, have just the girls or just 
the boys say different points, or time the class to see how fast they can say the points together. 


