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Don’t Give Up
[Scooter enters in despair.]

Scooter:  I give up!

Beth:  [enters] What’s up, Scooter?

Scooter:  I can’t do it! 

Beth:  You can’t do what? 

Scooter:  I can’t play basketball.

Beth:  What do you mean? You’re a great three-point shooter. 

Scooter:  But I’m not as good as the other guys on the team, Beth. And I have to sit   
  on the bench most of the game.

Beth:  Well, you’re still learning. If you stick with it, maybe next year you’ll be 
  really good. What does the coach say?

Scooter:  He says to keep working on my free throws and passing and I’ll be a big   
  help to the team. 

Beth:  See! The coach hasn’t given up on you. He’s trying to help you to be your   
  best.

Scooter:  I never thought of that. 

Beth:  That’s his job. He sees your potential …

Scooter:  Potential? Could you use smaller words, please?

Beth:  He sees the kind of player you COULD BE with a little more practice, and   
  he’s helping you to get there.

Scooter:  I guess I just need to be patient.  

Beth:  Remember when I didn’t get the part of Dorothy in the school play last   
  year?
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Scooter:  Yeah. 

Beth:  Well, my teacher helped me be the best munchkin I could be, and this   
  year I got a bigger part in the play. She didn’t give up on me, either. 

Scooter:  And my parents NEVER give up on me. Mom still says I’m the best player   
  on my team. But moms have to say stuff like that.

Beth:  And you know who NEVER, NEVER gives up on you?

Scooter:  Who? 

Beth:  God. He sees everything you can do and no matter how hopeless things   
  seem, he’s always there to help you.
 
Scooter:  That’s good to know. I think I should stick with basketball. I might not be   
  the best player, but with practice I can be a big help to my team.

Beth:  That’s the spirit! Let’s go work on those free throws.

Scooter:  Are you sure munchkins can play basketball?

Beth:  Let’s go.

[Beth punches Scooter’s arm playfully and both exit.]


