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THE DAWN OF HOPE 
The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; 
a light has dawned 

on those living in the land of darkness. 
For a child will be born for us, 

a son will be given to us, 
and the government will be on his 

shoulders. 
He will be named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
7 The dominion will be vast, 

and its prosperity will never end. 
He will reign on the throne of David 

and over his kingdom, 
to establish and sustain it 

with justice and righteousness from now 
on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of Armies will 
accomplish this. 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

30 Then the angel told her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 Now listen: You 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33 He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.”  

34 Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I have not had sexual relations with a man?”  
35 The angel replied to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 And consider your 
relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was 
called childless. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 1 
 
Every day on Planet Earth we experience something that most of us motor past with little 
thought. It is a true miracle and it marks the beginning of something new and fresh. It 
happens on a schedule, but not a schedule that we maintain, influence, or control. Nothing 
starts it and nothing can prevent it from happening, outside the sovereign will of Creator 
God. Clouds, when present, may mask it temporarily, but you still know that it has come to 
pass even in the presence of clouds. Creator God has ordained it. Every day we experience 
this miracle we are blessed. What is it, you ask? It is the rising of the sun, the dawn of 
another day. 
 

 
1 Christian Standard Bible (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2020), Isaiah 9:2.6-7, Lk 1:30–37. 
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Each day’s sunrise brings with it renewed hope for this day. No matter what yesterday was 
like, each day’s dawn brings with it the possibility that this day could be different, better, or 
memorable. It could even exceed your hopes and be life-changing, soul-restoring, or healing. 
 
As we start to turn our hearts toward the Christmas season having just finished Thanksgiving, 
I want to ensure you do not miss what happened when Jesus came down from Heaven. His 
arrival was no accident and it would fulfill generations of promise. 

His arrival was the dawn of hope for all God’s creation. 

His birth on Earth marked the dawn of hope for mankind for salvation from the penalty of 
sin. 

On the actual day of Jesus’ birth, the sun rose and set like on any other day, but that day 
would be unlike any in all of the rest of history because of what came to pass. 

This season as you celebrate Christmas, may the birth of Jesus Christ bring hope, 
transformation, restoration, and healing to your life through a living faith in Him. Work hard 
to not get bogged down with “Christmas things” that are unrelated to the miracle of Jesus’ 
birth. Focus on the gift of the Christ - the Son of Man - sent to Earth directly from God, 
whose perfect life would suffice the holy wrath of God against the sins of the world. 

Christ is the gift! 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS (Verses 1 & 2) William C. Dix, 1865 

What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with 
anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is Christ the King, whom 
shepherds guard and angels sing, Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass (or lamb) are feeding? Good Christians, 
fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading, Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, the 
cross be borne for me, for you, Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
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MAKE ROOM FOR HOPE   

Isaiah 40:1-5 1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 
the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

Mark 1:1-3  1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,’” 

In late October 2006 my wife, Mary, and I were getting ready to welcome home our first 
baby. We did everything we could to prepare for her arrival, but one big thing was working 
hard against us - we chose not find out the baby’s gender beforehand. Essentially, we were 
getting ready for a momentous occasion for our family, but we did chose to delay knowing 
one big thing for certain, whether our baby would be a boy or girl. 

Nevertheless, we knew our baby would need space, so we started making room. We chose a 
room to be the nursery, created registries, bought a few generic things that all kids need, 
started reading up on the latest parenting trends (lest we miss something important) - you 
know, creating space for the coming baby. Though nothing we did could have prepared us for 
the magic of the moment when she arrived, we still had a part to play is making room and 
getting ready for the coming child. 

In the days of kings and monarchs, roads were rudimentary and prone to washouts and other 
natural forces, making any chariot ride rough, no matter the quality of the chariot. Kings 
would often send crews ahead with one job - make the road smooth for the king’s passage. 

In our case, the Gift - Christ himself - has already come, but still too many of us struggle to 
intentionally create space to celebrate Him in this season. We would certainly say our 
intentions are to celebrate Jesus to the fullest each Christmas, but if we are honest we would 
confess that it is easy to “do Christmas” with minimal focus on Christ. 

Let it be said of Coastal Oaks Church in 2021 that we intentionally set our sights on Christ 
this Christmas, built our celebrations around Him, shared the hope we have in him, and find 
our joy in Him. The secret to joy is always a matter of focus. Will you make room for Jesus? 
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS (Verse 3) William C. Dix, 1865 
So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, come peasant, king, to own Him; The King of kings 
salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him. Raise, raise a song on high, the virgin sings 
her lullaby; Joy, joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
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JOURNEY TO HOPE 

PSALM 86:8-16  
8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours. 
9 All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your 
name. 
10 For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. 
11 Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your name. 
12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever. 
13 For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
14 O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men seeks my life, and they do not 
set you before them. 
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 
and faithfulness. 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant, and save the son of your 
maidservant. 
 
LUKE 2:1-5  
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This 
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to 
his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
 

Think back to the realities of first century travelers for a minute with me, if you will. Travel 
was slow - to journey several miles in one day would take considerable physical effort. Travel 
was dangerous - due to slow travel speeds, travelers were often easy targets for robbers and 
bandits. Travel was uncertain - many factors could further slow, or even delay, travel plans, 
things like weather, cultural upheaval, and route conditions. Travel was largely absent from 
luxury - chariots did not have modern shock absorption technology, and leather sandals were 
the footwear of choice. If you wanted or needed to go somewhere, it was a journey you would 
have to endure rather than enjoy, most likely. 

Today, we cover hundreds of miles in a day with much less effort than first century travelers. 
Today, daily travel is much more safe and many travel with little worry about arriving safely at 
their destination. Today, though delays can happen, both the methods and routes of travel are 
pretty reliable. Today, travelers enjoy a veritable smorgasbord of luxuries to make travel 
easier. 
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When Scripture tells us that Joseph traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem we need to 
understand that this was a difficult journey, one that would have been a mix of hope and dread 
like all difficult journeys. On top of the other things first century travelers faced, Joseph’s 
journey faced additional complexity, being made with a fiancé who was well into a pregnancy 
with a child that was not his. Yet despite the difficulty, challenges, and complexity, Joseph 
went to Bethlehem in humble obedience because he believed what God has spoken to him 
about the Child. Joseph’s obedience here in this moment is a huge gesture speaking to where 
his hope was found - in the promise of God. 

It’s very possible that some of us are heading into this Christmas season with a mounting 
sense of dread, but with little joy. As the day approaches, some of us know we will be around 
family who are far from God and that brings a sense of despair. Others may long for a 
Christmas season minus family drama, but a history of dramatic family gatherings proves to 
be of little hope for this year. Some may be alone for the first time since the passing of a loved 
one and may be doubting God’s plan, sovereignty, and love. Many obstacles may be between 
you and hope today. 

Whatever obstacles you face which would cause you to miss the hope of the Christmas 
season, I want to encourage you to not shy away from them - the journey to hope includes 
these difficulties. The journey of hope means applying the peace and joy of Christ to all 
situations, good or bad, high or low. This Christmas season, pray in advance for 
opportunities to share Christ with family members and friends who are far from God. This 
Christmas season, seek reconciliation with and extend forgiveness to anyone with whom you 
are estranged. Lean into any potential pain, complexities, or hurt this season with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and watch God do incredible things! 

The journey to hope was never promised to be easy, but it is always worth it. 

O COME, O COME EMMANUEL John Mason Neale, 1851 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, That mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan's tyranny; From depths of hell Thy 
people save, and give them victory o'er the grave. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; Disperse the 
gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav'nly home; Make safe the way that 
leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O 
Israel. 

O come, Adonai, Lord of might, who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, In ancient times didst 
give the law, in cloud and majesty and awe. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel.  
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TRANSFORMING HOPE  

JOHN 1:14 ESV 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-18  
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
 
EPHESIANS 2:13-14  
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he 
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
 
Thinking back on my childhood, especially the younger years, I remember a great deal of anticipation 
leading into the Christmas season. As soon as Thanksgiving concluded, it was pedal to the metal on a 
Christmas-themed highway, of sorts, and for a few weeks it seemed like everything was different. Especially 
the week preceding Christmas Day, I always looked forward to the cooler weather and the break from 
school, the decor and sparking lights, the meals featuring dishes we rarely ate outside of Christmas time on 
my mom’s “fancy” dinnerware, and the time spent with family we did not see regularly. Everything was 
different - our house, our food, our routine, and our lives were all transformed for the season. 

And then January would come and it all would go back to normal. The lights would be taken down, the 
“fancy” dinnerware would return to its place high up in the kitchen cabinets, school would once again 
demand the majority of time, and it wouldn’t be long before Spring weather would arrive. 

Yes, things were transformed for Christmastime, but not really - it was only a temporary change. Yet when 
Jesus came down from heaven He brought with Him a gift given directly from the hand of our loving God, 
an eternal transformation disconnected from external effort, available to all who would receive Him. 
Israel’s history was replete with attempts to impel transformation from the outside in, but Jesus’ life would 
paint a very different picture of how eternal transformation happens - from the inside, out. 

And today that is the reality of all mankind; the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has created a path to 
faith which brings about the eternal, internal transformation required to be reconciled to God. That is a 
hope worth celebrating! 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL (“IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER”) Christina Rossetti, 1872 

In the bleak mid-winter frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; Snow had 
fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, In the bleak mid-winter long ago. 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him nor earth sustain; Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to 
reign: In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim worship night and day, A breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels fall down before, The ox and ass (or lamb) and camel which adore. 
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Angels and archangels may have gathered there, Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; But only His 
mother in her maiden bliss Worshipped the Beloved with a kiss. 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, If I were a Wise Man I would 
do my part, — Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart. 
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HOPE RECEIVED  

MATTHEW 1:18-24  
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph 
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew 
her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
LUKE 2:4-7 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 
 
I do not know if your family observed certain practices concerning presents at Christmas, but 
my family’s tradition was to open all of our wrapped gifts on Christmas Eve, then the “good 
stuff” would be revealed on Christmas morning. To be honest, it was quite the emotional 
roller coaster for this kid each year, being made to wait until after supper on Christmas Eve 
to open anything, then having to wait again to get the stuff we really wanted for Christmas. I 
mean, new socks and underwear are great, but, for a kid, socks and underwear will never be 
on the same level as that new wrestling action figure, Nerf gun, or shiny new bicycle. 

I did not understand a key fact about receiving presents as a child, though - possession is 
what made it personal. I loved receiving gifts then, still do to this day, and believe at some 
level everyone loves to receive good gifts. A good gift is good for many, many reasons, but 
until you take a gift into your possession, it is not yours. 

THE Gift - Christ himself - has come, we know that full well. This Gift was a precious gift, 
given at great cost to the giver, given directly from His hands. This Gift both reveals the 
deep, deep love of the Father for us, and draws us to Him. This Gift is a free and perfect gift, 
a gift too valuable to ever be earned. This Gift is a complete gift, bringing salvation from the 
tyranny of sin and the sting of death. 
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So, friend, have you received the Gift? Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior? Do you 
live each day with a sense of hope concerning your eternity? Do you know for sure that the 
One who created you, loves you? 

Jesus Christ, the Gift, is come. Would you receive Him? 

O HOLY NIGHT Adolphe Adam, 1847 

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining It is the night of our dear Savior's birth Long 
lay the world in sin and error pining 'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth A thrill of 
hope the weary world rejoices For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn Fall on your 
knees; O hear the Angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born O night, O 
Holy night, O night divine! 

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand So 
led by light of a star sweetly gleaming Here come the Wise Men from Orient land The King 
of kings lay thus in lowly manger In all our trials born to be our friend He knows our need, 
to our weakness is no stranger Behold your King; before Him lowly bend Behold your King; 
before Him lowly bend 

Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is love and His Gospel is Peace Chains shall 
He break, for the slave is our brother And in His name, all oppression shall cease Sweet 
hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we Let all within us Praise His Holy name Christ is the 
Lord; O praise His name forever! His power and glory evermore proclaim His power and 
glory evermore proclaim.  

 



Verna Ashcraft, Office Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PEACE IN JESUS’ BIRTH 
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven and  
on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  Luke 2:14 (NIV) 

 
Nativity - a picture, carving or model representing Jesus Christ’s birth 
 
As a child my favorite Christmas decorations were nativities that reflected the special night that Jesus was born. There was 
a very special ornament that always hung on our cedar tree. It was a green plastic ball with one side “cut out” revealing 
Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus inside. The outside was coated with white glitter which simmered in the lights of the tree. I 
would gaze for hours at the peace of that moment when Jesus was born.  
 
”She gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 
room available for them.”  Luke 2:7 (NIV) 
 
Jesus was born in a dirty, hay-filled, animal smelling barn. Let that sink in for just a moment.  This was the birth of the 
King of Kings? This was not the expectation of the  Jews for their long-awaited Messiah. Yet, in that dirty, dark lonely 
place, Mary saw peace.  She saw the peace of the King of Kings. He came to save the world just as God had planned and 
the prophets had foretold.  
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the greatness of his government and peace 
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”  Isaiah 9:6-7  (NIV) 
 
Celebrating this Christmas season, I encourage you to look for peace in our broken world and seek Him with your whole 
heart, reflecting on that Holy Night so many years ago.  
 
O Holy Night 
O holy night the stars are brightly shining, It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, ‘Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope, the weary world 
rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born! O night, O holy night, O night divine! 
Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is Love and His gospel is Peace; 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, And in His Name, all oppression shall cease. Sweet hymns of joy in 
grateful chorus raise we; Let all within us praise His holy name! 
Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever!  His power and glory evermore proclaim! His power and glory evermore 
proclaim! Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born! O night, divine, O 
night, O night divine. O, holy night, O holy night.   
 

Arr. © 2010 PraiseGathering Music. Administered by Gaither Copyright Management. All rights reserved.  
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PEACE IN JESUS’ DEATH 
 

John 14:27 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid.”   

Cross - a structure consisting of an upright and transverse piece, used to execute persons in ancient times, a Christian 
symbol of the death of Jesus Christ.  

Many of us have jewelry, stickers, plaques, and and/or pictures of crosses that we display as a symbol of our faith. Why do 
we think about Jesus’ death at Christmas? Simple. If you believe in the miracle and wonder of His birth, you must accept 
that He came to die. Yes, it is so easy to focus on the nativity, but His death on the cross is where our true peace can be 
found.   Jesus was born in a noisy, dirty place and was killed in very much the same place, on a cross, on a dirty hill, with 
an unruly crowd. His last words were, “It is finished” John 19:30 (NIV).  In finishing his earthly life, He promised us 
peace.  

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.”   John 16:33 (NIV) 

You can experience this peace through a relationship with Jesus Christ. He died for you and gives peace and eternal life 
to ALL who will believe.  

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.”  John 3:16. (NIV) 

The Christmas season can be stressful and not peace filled. You can rest in His promises of peace and share with others 
the true peace of the season, Jesus Christ.  

Christmas Day  
 
Joy to the world, On the night like no other, Emmanuel God is with us, Beggars and Kings, Let us come and adore Him, 
Rest in His peace, And bow before Him 
 
Stars we have seen, Over deserts and oceans, Darkness was deep, But never hopeless, Redemption came, And His name is 
Jesus 
 
From the mountains, We will shout it out, For the Lord our God Almighty reigns, He is with us, He is with us now, For the 
Lord our God Almighty reigns  
 
Sing all you people, For the Lord Almighty reigns, Sing every creature of God, Come bless His name, For He is good, For 
He is good, He was born to conquer the grave, Light of the world, The reason for Christmas day 
 

Christmas Day by Chris Tomlin feat. We The Kingdom. Christmas Day lyrics © Alletrop Music.  Songwriters: Andrew Bergthold/Scott Cash/Franni Cash/Edward Martin 
Cash/Edmond Martin Jr Cash.  Source: Musixmatch 
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PEACE FROM GOD 
 
 

Ephesians 2:13-16 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself 
one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the 
cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 
 

In order for us to have true peace, we must first understand how God views peace. Peace in God is different than peace in 
the world. Biblical peace is more than just the absence of conflict. It is taking action to restore brokenness. It’s not about 
inner tranquility and good vibes, it’s about wholeness and completeness. Biblical peace is not something we can create by 
throwing two fingers in the air with our flower bandanas on listening to Bob Dylan. Biblical peace is not something we 
can create on our own; it is a fruit of the Spirit.  

God is the source of peace, in Judges 6:24 God is referred to as Yahweh Shalom, which translates to The Lord is Peace. 
In Isaiah 9:6 Jesus is referred to as the Prince of Peace.  

Jesus is our source of peace with God. Because we are sinners, we were enemies of God and separated from Him, 
destined for eternity in hell. But Jesus restored our relationship when He took on our sins and died the death we deserve 
on the cross. Through that He provided a path for reconciliation with God, and eternity in heaven.  

Our worship team sings a song titled “His Mercy is More” and one of the verses reads like this 

 He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor 

 Ours sins they are many, His mercy is more 

May that truth be the source of your peace today.  
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PEACE WITHIN YOURSELF 
 

 

John 14:25-27 

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 

I don’t have great discernment. I am not incredibly intelligent. I don’t always understand why things 
happen. I can go on and on about the deficiencies that I see in myself. But hold on this devotional is 
about inner peace, how can we have that if we have all these flaws? It’s recorded in John 14 that Jesus 
comforted the disciples by telling them the Holy Spirit will reside in them. Even when we know we don’t 
know it all, we find inner peace knowing the spirit lives in us.   

Our inner peace comes from a relationship with God, and it grows as we focus on His strength and trust 
Him to fill us. Where we are weak, He is strong. Where we are strong, He is stronger.  

God’s Word says, “You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is focused on you because he trusts in 
you” Isaiah 26:3 

Personalize that verse with your own name in it: “God will keep me in perfect peace as my mind focuses 
on him and trusts him.” Inner peace hinges on your trust in God. 

If you are struggling with inner peace and anxiety is pouring into your life, I challenge you to trust God 
in all things. God will lead you through the trials of life if you ask Him. Choosing to trust God with the 
unknown things in life will take you down a road to inner peace. Choosing not to trust God will lead you 
to stress and worry. Inner peace is there for the choosing.  
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PEACE WITH OTHERS 
 

 

James 3:13-18 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder 
and every evil practice.17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in 
peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 

On the topic of peace I will confess that peace with others is by far the hardest thing for me. How can I 
have peace with those that have attacked my character? How can I have peace with people that betrayed 
my trust? Working with teenagers will quickly test your ability to have peace with others. Sometimes I 
want to post a sign at the door that bans certain students forever (parents don’t act like you haven’t had 
the same thought). When I fall into this selfish trap I have to remind myself that as much as I have been 
wronged by others, I have also been the person doing the wrong to others. With my words and actions I 
have wronged friends, family, the church, and most of all God. I have been granted grace and mercy, 
therefore I can also give grace and mercy to others.  

Peace with others begins as we understand that God has called us to be peacemakers in our world. Is 
there somewhere in your own world where you can be a peacemaker this Christmas? Is there an 
invitation that needs to be extended to smooth over a fractured family relationship? Is there an apology 
to be made or a silence to be broken that has stood as a barrier for too long? Don’t miss the blessing 
God promises in your life as you respond to his call to be a peacemaker in your own circle. 

We can help bring peace to our world one heart at a time. 



Glenda Lindsay, Children’s Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REAL JOY IS ALL ABOUT JESUS 
 

Psalm 16:11  
“You reveal the path of life to me; in your presence is abundant joy;  
at your right hand are eternal pleasures. 

 
Matthew 20:16  
“So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

 

Matthew 20:26-28  
“It must not be like that among you. On the contrary, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 
27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 
Real JOY is all about JESUS.  
Read Psalm 16:11.  
Think of the word JOY. Why you can’t even say the word JOY without smiling.This has actually been my favorite word for 
many years now. I use it daily to lead my life.  
 
You see, if you divide the letters up,  

J - JESUS 
He must come first in your life, then you will have unselfish JOY. 
It is also the 1st commandment from GOD. 
 

O - OTHERS 
Matthew 20:26 says that If you serve others along with putting JESUS first, you will be aligning with GODS’ will.Yet it 
shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 
 

Y - YOURSELF 
You must come last. Matthew 20:16 says the last will come first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen. 
When you put your life under the authority of JOY you will have JOY. 
 
J-JESUS 1st 
O-Others 2nd 
Y-Yourself last. 
You will have pure JOY in all circumstances because JESUS is JOY. 
  

J O Y 
WEEK 3 
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THE JOY OF THE LORD 
 
 Psalm 5:11  

“But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them shout for joy forever. May you shelter them, and may 
those who love your name boast about you.” 

 
 
The JOY of THE LORD is a supernatural thing, deeper, stronger, and more resilient than any 
happiness from mere circumstances. Those without it cannot understand it, so we need to lead them to 
THE LORD so that they can experience it for themselves. 
 
“But let all those rejoice who put their trust in YOU; Let them ever shout for JOY because YOU defend 
them; Let also those who love YOUR name be JOYFUL in YOU.” 
 
JOY is contagious, and everyone loves to be around a joyful person. They are usually happy and make 
and see the best is everything. Take for instance little children since they really have no agendas, and the 
world has not changed or hardened their hearts they know how to have and express genuine JOY. When 
they get excited their JOY over bounds with excitement. 
 
Where is JOY found and where does it come from? JOY is a fruit of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life. 
Through Him, you have a spirit of joy. It brings light to your life.  It also radiates to others because you 
cannot hide it. If you need JOY, you can simply ask THE LORD to give you JOY, HIS JOY! It is a 
priceless gift from HIM. So go spread JOY this Christmas season, and all year because it is contagious.    



Glenda Lindsay, Children’s Ministry 

 
CHRISTMAS JOY 
 
Matthew 1:18-25 “The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, it 
was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband, Joseph, being a 
righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly.  

20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
23 See, the virgin will become pregnant  
and give birth to a son,  
and they will name him Immanuel,  

which is translated “God is with us.”  
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the Lord’s angel had commanded him. He married her 25 but did not have sexual 

relations with her until she gave birth to a son. And he named him Jesus.” 
 
In Matthew 1:18-2:23 you will read about the true meaning of Christmas. A couple of years ago I decided to decorate my 
Christmas Tree as a remembrance of all that JESUS is to me. It is not an elaborate tree by any means, but every time I look 
at it, I remember what HE has done for me. So, I thought I’d share it with you.  
First, JESUS died on a tree which is why we get to go to heaven, but only If we trust HIM to be our LORD and Savior of 
our life. Then I put the lights on my tree, which is a reminder that JESUS is the LIGHT of the world. (Matt. 5:14) I have 
red Christmas ornaments on the tree to remind me that JESUS shed HIS blood to pay for my sins. I also have gold 
ornaments to remind me that HE is THE KING of KINGS. I also have a ribbon that says SAVIOR on it and I have it going 
around the tree 3 times, to represent THE FATHER, SON, HOLY SPIRIT which all three are 1 person. I also have the 
word JOY because JESUS is our JOY. I also put a few candy canes on the tree to 
represent HIM being the true SHEPHERD. I also have a wooden ornament that 
says, “Believe in the SPIRIT of Christmas.” I also have a wooden ornament with 
the word NOEL. An angel is on the top to complete the tree. (Luke 2:9 -14) And 
behold, an angel of THE LORD stood before them, and the Glory of THE LORD 
shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the Angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid, for behold I bring you good tidings of great JOY which will be 
to all people. “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a SAVIOR, 
WHO is CHRIST THE LORD. “And this will be the sign to you: you will find a 
BABE wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was 
with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising GOD and saying: 
GLORY to GOD in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 



Laura Brotzman, Financial Secretary 

FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE HIM 
 
 
Hebrews 12:2  
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the JOY set before Him 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 
For the JOY set before Him…. 
 
Joy – Vine’s Dictionary does not have a very definitive definition for the word “Joy”. It tells me that 
“joy” can be used as a noun and/or as a verb. As a noun, joy was translated from the word, “chara” 
meaning joy or delight. That’s not very helpful, is it? It also says that it is akin to the word “chairo” 
which translated means, to rejoice.  
 
Ok, so now Iook up the word, “delight”. It comes from the word “sunedomei” meaning, to rejoice with, 
to delight in a thing with others. Next, “rejoice” translated from “simchah” a noun, is both a technical 
term for the external expression of “Joy” and is usually a representation of the abstract feeling or 
concept of joy.  
 
Alright, now we might be getting somewhere. Joy is used 222 times in the Bible. In the Old Testament, 
“samach” used as a verb, means to rejoice or be joyful, usually referring to a spontaneous emotion or 
extreme happiness which is expressed in some visible and/or external manner. It is not an abiding state 
of being but arises at the big events of one’s life.  
 
For me, this definition recalls the birth of my children and the day I accepted Jesus as my Savior! And I 
have a deep joy in enjoying the freedom that He gave me from living in constant guilt and shame all my 
life! This time of year, we all feel joy while celebrating the birth of our great Savior! And still, I feel these 
things barely define the Joy that we have as Christians, living in this imperfect, flawed world.  
 
So, I leave you with some of the many Scripture references to ponder over, to pray over, and to 
determine what you feel brings joy to your life. 
 
Luke 1:44, 57-65, 2:10-11, 24:52 
John 15:9-11,16:20-24,  
Acts 16:34 
Rom. 15:13 

 
Joy to the World! 

 
  



Laura Brotzman, Financial Secretary 

FIXING YOUR EYES ON JESUS 
 
 
 
Hebrews 12:2 
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the JOY set before Him 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  
 
 
But what about the “JOY” set before Him….? 
So, this is Jesus we’re talking about here. He was there. In the beginning. As John 1:2 says, “He was 
with God in the beginning. Always! He Knew! “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God.” 
 
He knew before He left His place in Heaven. Jesus, in obedience and love, left the presence of the 
Father come down to this flawed world. As a babe….  
 
Can you imagine doing that?! Knowing what He knew? Knowing what He was going to endure? 
Could you have done it? I’m not so sure I could have. Then I think of my children again. What would I 
do for them? What wouldn’t I do for them? Sitting here in my nice comfortable chair here in Rockport, 
Texas, I feel like I would do anything for them! 
 
But I don’t really know anything! Not really! Reference my comfortable chair above. But He knew! 
When it became time for Him to come here, what do you think He was thinking of? Who do you think 
He was thinking of? What is the Joy that He was looking forward to? 
 
As He tells us in Luke 6:23, “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in 
Heaven.” He’s telling us to quit worrying about all the silly things here on this earth, look forward to 
your great reward in Heaven! I think He is looking forward to that day, as well! As we all celebrate being 
in God’s presence!  
 
Together! 
 
Forever!! 



Dr. Chris Irving, Senior Pastor 

 

	

	

PRAISE HIM ALL CREATURES 

PSALM 136:1 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His faithful love endures forever. 

I read the story of little 5-year-old girl who attended her church pre-school. Each day before they kids 
were dismissed; the teacher would lead the class in singing the Doxology. This little girl loved to sing 
this beautiful song. But as is often the case with little ones, she used her own lyrics, “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures, here we go!” I love her creativeness.  

This week, we focus our hearts on God’s love in the sending and appearing of Christ Jesus. God’s love 
displayed in the sending of Jesus is one of the great truths and doctrines we celebrate during advent. 
Psalm 136:1 remind us that our God, YHWH, is the exact representation and expression of covenant 
faithfulness and love. Therefore, we should give thanks to God for this display of His marvelous and 
extravagant love.  

First, notice that His love is “faithful.” The faithfulness of God defined as the doctrine that God will 
always do what He has said and fulfills what He has promised. It is God’s guarantee of goodness in Psalm 
136, and His guarantee of forgiveness for those who call on Him in Psalm 86:5. The Advent season 
directs our hearts to understand and experience that God’s guarantee of goodness and forgiveness is 
completely fulfilled in the arrival of Jesus.  

Second, notice the thrust behind His goodness and forgiveness is His love. This love references God’s 
covenant faithfulness to His people. It speaks of God’s loyalty to Israel, and now to those who call on 
Jesus Christ as Lord, the Church. There is no place in time before or after, where God displayed His 
love than at the Cross. Let us give thanks and praise our God this Advent season for the covenant 
faithfulness of our God...and yes... Praise Him all creatures, HERE WE GO!  
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CELEBRATE GOD’S LOVE  
 

JOHN 3:16  

For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him will not perish but have eternal life.  

 

In just a few more days, children all over the world will open gifts that will certainly be brand new on 
many levels. New technology with new designs, or the latest new superhero will rule the day and 
suddenly the toys from last year are no more. Some toys will become junk. 

I read a story recently about a man named Billy Taylor. Billy is a junkyard specialist. He goes to 
junkyards to find stuff that other folks have thrown away, discarded, and considered broken or 
worthless. Billy Taylor brings it back to his garage and turns the junk into contemporary art pieces, 
which he then sells for upwards of five thousand dollars apiece. He goes and finds junk that is worthless 
in everybody else’s eyes and then turns it into a masterpiece. When Billy Taylor looks at the junk, he 
sees more than meets the eye. He sees a masterpiece in the making. He takes things that are worthless 
and makes them into something beautiful.  

Is that not what God did by sending Jesus into the world so that if we believe in Him, we perish not, but 
gain eternal life? Isn’t that the Good Shepherd looking for the lost sheep? You might feel worthless at 
times, or even before you met Jesus, but once you meet Him, even if you were in the junkyard of life, 
He’s able to go into that yard, save you, and turn you into a valuable masterpiece.  

Have you opened the gift of faith in Jesus Christ? The gift that takes our junk and makes it into treasure? 
Celebrate God’s love today by thanking Him for sending Jesus to save us from our junk filled sinful 
selves and creating us, in Christ, to be His masterpiece. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.”  

	 	



Dr. Chris Irving, Senior Pastor 

BECAUSE OF GOD’S GREAT LOVE  

 

EPHESIANS 2:4-5  

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us alive with Christ 
even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace!  

I remember one of the coolest gifts I received as a kid was my remote-control dirt car. It was jet-black 
with yellow, blue, and white racing stripes. The wide back tires could kick up dirt in the competition’s 
face. I’m certain it could have jumped the Grand Canyon if it had been a part of the racetrack. Ok...I’m 
exaggerating quite a bit, but it was a great gift. My son’s 7th birthday was a great day for him as he 
received his very first remote-control car. My experience, and his experience were quite similar in the 
fact that neither of our cars worked right out of the box, and neither one of us could figure out why. 
Questions raced through our minds just as fast as the car was supposed to run, but with few solutions we 
were left with the thoughts of what could have been.  

But then...the solution presented itself when someone else stepped in and offered us power. For me, it 
was my dad, and for Ben it was me. Once the car received the battery pack, fully charged, and properly 
inserted, there was no stopping in sight. That story reminds me of our verse today. We all are in 
desperate need of life-change because sin took control of our lives. In fact, you will remember that Paul 
says we were “dead in our trespasses and sins.” Just like that remote-control car without batteries, 
without God’s loving intervention, we are powerless, lifeless. But because of God’s great (BIG, HUGE, 
THE BIGGEST IN THE UNIVERSE EVER) love, He provided the way for us to come to life. Not 
because of who we are, or where we are from, or anything that might find merit before Him, but simply 
by His mercy and grace.  

We might have questions about this Christmas and Advent season. Some of you have lost loved ones this 
year and it will be your first Christmas without them around. That is a difficult place. This 2021 season 
is different because of the continuation of the pandemic, slumping economy but you’ still need the love 
of God to bring you life through His love. Do you know the love of God today through the person of 
Jesus Christ? Is He your source of power filling you with His offering of abundant life?  
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GOD WITH US  
 

ISAIAH 7:14  

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: See, the virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him 
Immanuel.  

LUKE 2:10-12 
“Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people: 11 
Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be the 
sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.”  

Our family has experienced many firsts when we moved to Oahu. One of those was the arrival of very 
dear friends and family from Texas. It was not so strange to us back on the mainland to have people 
come to us traveling in a car, but it was a very rare occasion to travel to the airport to pick up someone 
special. The anticipation of their arrival just about drove the kids crazy! Waiting to hear the arrival 
announcement only stirred up more impatience and anticipation.  

You see, God made a promise in Isaiah 7 that the virgin would conceive, and the special child’s name 
would be Immanuel which means “God with us.” Matthew’s Gospel quotes Isaiah 7:14 as a part of the 
angel’s message to Joseph. But in Luke 2, the story of the shepherds is captured. You know the story 
well I’m sure, the heavenly messenger announces the arrival of the Christ child to these lowly shepherds 
out tending their sheep. This good news of great joy was truly life changing. The people of God waited 
for generations the announcement of the arrival of the Messiah. On this night, the shepherds had a front 
row seat to the arrival of God’s amazing unending love...in the form of a baby named Jesus, God with us 
had arrived. His love personified in Jesus. WOW! 

Pray and ask God to help you experience a refreshing arrival of His amazing unending love this advent 
season.  
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HIS LOVE IS AN INVITATION  

1 JOHN 4:7, 19  
Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God...We love because he first loved us.  
 
JUDE 21  
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting expectantly for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ for eternal 
life.  

I vividly remember the time I discovered what fun can be had with a magnifying glass, sunlight, and 
dried leaves and sticks. When you have a magnifying glass and hold it up to focus sunlight on a dried 
leaf, or dry piece of wood, it won’t take long until you set the leaf or piece of wood on fire. Charles 
Spurgeon asked this question, “Now, while you see the wood burning to ashes, will you tell me what it is 
that burns? Does the heat of the sun burn the wood or does the wood burn? The heat that you feel while 
the wood is burning, is it due to the sun or the wood? Of course, at first the fire is purely and simply the 
flame of the sun, but afterwards the wood itself begins to burn; the sun burns the wood and then the 
wood itself burns.”  

The challenge of this last week of Advent is to figure out what do we do with the love God has 
miraculously lavished upon us? The love of God is clearly displayed in the sending of Jesus, it is through 
Jesus the love of God comes into our hearts and our lives. Through the life-changing love and grace of 
God, our hearts must display this love. One of the greatest commands God gave is the calling to love 
one-another as He loves. We follow Jesus and love Jesus because He first loved us and gave Himself for 
us. As we follow Jesus, we are called to love BIG like Jesus. That love of God sparks the fire that burns in 
our hearts. Not only does that keep our hearts set ablaze for Christ, but it also keeps us in the love of 
God. Finally, as we grow in that love, our expectation of His second appearing grows exponentially. 
Pray and ask God to give you the opportunity to love one another as He first loved you and sent Jesus as 
the proof of that love. His love is an invitation.  



Amber Irving 

ADORATION  
 

COMPLETE ADORATION 

JOHN 1:14 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. Jesus Christ, The Word, became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us.  

The Word who was in the beginning with God, the Word who was God himself. The Word who spoke 
into the darkness and created the light, who hovered over the surface of the deep. The Word, whose 
sanctuary is strength and glory, who inspires the trees of the field to clap their hands, the heavens to 
rejoice, and the earth to be glad. The Word, the Truth who sanctifies me and sanctifies you. The Word.  

For unto us a child is born - a newborn baby lying in a manger, a child teaching in the temple, a man 
healing the sick, raising the dead, crying in the garden, walking out of the tomb, fully alive. Unto us a 
son is given. The Son of God, the blessed hope, our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, wrapped in 
flesh. The Word became flesh.  

Reigning not just on His own heavenly throne, but on the throne of David, here on earth. The 
government upon his shoulders, its greatness knowing no end. Establishing and upholding his kingdom 
with justice and righteousness, because of the zeal of the Lord Almighty, not just now but forever. The 
word became flesh and made his dwelling.  

But do not be afraid. Go and see this thing that has happened, that the Lord has told us about. The 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace has come to be with us. The 
heavens rejoice and the earth is glad that He is here, dwelling with us. Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth, with us, peace to those on whom his favor rests.  

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  

The only right response to God’s wrapping himself in flesh and coming to live with us, is complete 
adoration. Once He opens our eyes to see the deep, wide, long love that reached down to rescue us in 
our greatest need, we can’t help but respond in adoration. The pure and holy Word became like us and 
lived among us so that He could pay the price of our sin for us. O come, let us adore Him, Christ the 
Lord.  

Christmas Day 


