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This guide is meant to help facilitate discussion amongst the Life-Groups of Coastal Oaks 
Church. Please read and study each chapter during the week and be prepare to discuss 
the questions as well as the sermon from the previous Sunday. We always are watching 

to see where God is at work and our Life-Groups are one place we believe He is calling 
us to get active and trust in Him. We pray that 2023 will be a great year of growth and 
spiritual maturity for you.  

Date Passage Date Passage 

January 1 Open August 6 Hebrews 4:1-13 

January 8 40 Days – Matt. 13:53-58 August 13 Hebrews 10:1-18 

January 15 40 Days – 1 Sam 12 August 20 1 Timothy 2:8-15 

January 22 40 Days – 1 Cor 4:16-20 August 27 2 Timothy 1:8-18 

January 29 40 Days – Matt 6:33 September 3 1 Peter 2:4-12 

February 5 40 Days – Acts 11:19-30 September 10 1 Peter 4:1-11 

February 12 40 Days – Matt 28:16-20 September 17 John 1:1-5 

February 19 WYO 1 – Matt. 4:18-22 September 24 John 5:30-39 

February 26 WYO 2 – Luke 5:17-26 October 1 John 11:1-44 

March 5 WYO 3 – John 1:45-46 October 8 John 17 

March 12 WYO 4 – Luke 16:19-31 October 15 John 20 

March 19 WYO 5 – John 1:40-42 October 22 Jude 

March 26 1 Thes. 2 & 3 October 29 Revelation 1 

April 2 1 Cor. 1:18-2:5 November 5 Revelation 2 

April 9 - Easter 1 Corinthians 15 November 12 Revelation 3 

April 16 1 Corinthians 12 November 19 Revelation 4 

April 23 1 Corinthians 8 November 26 Revelation 5 

April 30 2 Corinthians 4 December 3  Advent 

May 7 2 Corinthians 9 December 10 Advent 

May 14 Mark 4:21-34 December 17 Advent 

May 21 Mark 6:30-56 December 24 Advent 

May 28 Mark 12:41-44 December 31 Open 

June 4 Romans 1:16-32 

June 11 Romans 6:1-14 

June 18 Romans 12:1-8 

June 25 Romans 15:1-13 

July 2 Acts 26:1-32 

July 9 Colossians 2:6-23 

July 16 Ephesians 1:1-14 

July 23 Philippians 1:18-26 

July 30 Philippians 4:10-23 
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Week 26 – July 2 
Acts 26:1-32 – Paul on Trial  
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Open It 

1. How did Paul begin his address to Agrippa? (26:1–3) 
2. What did Paul say about his early years in Judaism? (26:4–8) 
3. What was Paul’s obsession before his conversion? (26:9–11) 
4. *How did Paul describe his conversion and new life? (26:12–18) 
5. How did Paul fulfill his commission? (26:19–23) 
6. *How did Paul deal with Festus and Agrippa during his speech? (26:24–29) 
7. *How did Paul conclude his defense? (26:29) 
8. What did Agrippa—a man well-trained in Judaism—conclude about Paul? (26:31–32) 

 
Explain It 

1. How does Paul’s speech in Acts 26 magnify the resurrection? 
2. How does Paul’s speech in Acts 26 show Christ as the fulfillment of Jewish hope? 
3. How does Paul speak both respectfully and boldly to Agrippa? 
4. Explain how a person might be “kick[ing] against the goads” (26:14). 
5. What do modern believers share in common with Paul’s commission? 
6. What does it mean to “do works worthy of repentance” (26:20)? 
7. How might remembering Festus’s response to Paul in 26:24 help prepare us to do evangelism? 

 
 
Apply It 

1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples to 
follow in this passage?  

2. Take a few moments to pray for the salvation of your unbelieving friends, neighbors, coworkers, and family 
members. In a paragraph or two, summarize your own before-and-after-meeting-Christ story. Then 
identify a thread in the story that could help you transition smoothly into a presentation of the gospel. 
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Week 27 – July 9 
Colossians 2:6-23 – Freedom from Human Regulations 
 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 

Open It 

 1. What good advice have you never forgotten? 
 2. *In what ways would you characterize yourself as permissive, and in what ways would you characterize 

yourself as strict? 

Explore It 

 1. How did Paul tell the Colossians to continue in Christ? (2:6–7) 
 2. What false teaching was Paul concerned about? (2:8) 
 3. What did Paul affirm about Christ? How? (2:9–10) 
 4. *What did God give the Colossian believers? (2:10) 
 5. Why do Gentile Christians have no need to conform to Jewish rules and regulations? (2:11–12) 
 6. How did the Cross cancel the written code? (2:13–14) 
 7. From what did Christ deliver us? How? (2:15–17) 
 8. *How did Paul encourage the Colossians to practice their freedom in Christ? (2:16) 
 9. How did Christ fulfill what the Old Testament foreshadowed? (2:17) 
10. Whom did Paul accuse of trying to rob believers of their spiritual rewards? (2:18) 
11. *What were the characteristics of the false teachers? (2:18–19) 
12. How did Paul challenge the legalism that had infected the church? (2:20–21) 
13. What are the failings of human commands and teachings? (2:20–23) 

Get It 

 1. *What “additions” to faith in Christ have you encountered from teachers in your Christian community? 
 2. How are you affected by popular religious rules floating around today? 
 3. What does “fullness in Christ” mean to you? 
 4. *Paul’s advice kept the Colossians growing in their faith; what Christian leaders have helped you stay on 

track spiritually? 
 5. How deep are the roots of your faith? 

 

Apply It 
1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 

to follow in this passage?  
2. This week, how can you best exercise the freedom you have in Christ? 
3. How can you help a Christian friend get rid of his or her false ideas about Christ? 
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Week 28 – July 16 
Ephesians 1:1-14 – Blessings In Christ 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Open It 

 1. How often do you compliment others? 
 2. How do you usually respond when someone compliments you? 
 3. *What blessings have you received recently? 

 
Explore It 

 1. How was Paul made an apostle? (1:1) 
 2. To whom was the letter addressed? (1:1) 
 3. What greetings did Paul extend to the believers at Ephesus? (1:2) 
 4. *How has God blessed believers? (1:3) 
 5. When did God’s work of election take place? (1:4) 
 6. What is the purpose of God’s election? (1:4) 
 7. What did God determine beforehand for those who believe in Christ? (1:5) 
 8. What is the goal of God’s election? (1:6) 
 9. What is redemption? (1:7) 
10. *What does the work of Christ do for the believer? (1:7) 
11. What has God given the believer? (1:8–10) 
12. When will everything be brought together? (1:10) 
13. How did God’s plan include people of different cultures? (1:11–12) 
14. *What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the lives of those called to receive spiritual blessings in Christ? 

(1:13–14) 
 

Get It 
 1. What are spiritual blessings? 
 2. *In everyday language, how would you describe the spiritual blessings given to you? 
 3. How do you picture the persons of the Trinity at work in your life? 
 4. How should knowing that you were chosen to be in the family of God affect your involvement in 

evangelism? 
 5. What has Christ done on our behalf? 
 6. How have you benefited from the grace of God? 
 7. *For what work of God on your behalf are you most thankful? Why? 
 8. Why did God do this amazing work for us? 

 

Apply It 
1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 

to follow in this passage?  
2. How can you thank God this week for what He has done for you? 
3. What do you need to do differently to live for the praise of God’s glory this week? 
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Week 29 – July 23 
Philippians 1:18-26 – A Life Worth Living  
 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Explore It 

1. *What made Paul rejoice? (1:18) 
2. Why did Paul expect to be delivered from his predicament? (1:19) 
3. How did Paul expect to be delivered? (1:19–20) 
4. What was Paul’s main purpose in living? (1:21) 
5. *What were Paul’s convictions about living and dying? (1:22–24) 
6. Why did Paul think he would remain alive? (1:24–26) 

 
Get It 

1. How do others fill in the blank: “Living is ___________”? What are you living for? Why does this matter 
for you today? 

2. In verse 18 Paul says that he “will” rejoice in the future. How does this challenge you? 
3. Do you allow your trials to cause you to pout or to pray? What trials can you take before God in prayer 

now? 
4. How does the story of Job relate to Paul’s situation in prison? What encouragement can we take from both 

of their stories? 
5. What does this passage teach us about the importance of intercessory prayer? 
6. Paul had an unstoppable mentality. Can we share this perspective? If so, how would this outlook affect 

our daily lives? 
7. How could Paul view death as “far better”? Do you view death this way? Explain. 
8. For what purpose did Paul say he would remain on the earth? 
9. How does this passage motivate you to serve others? 

 
 
Apply It 

1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 
to follow in this passage?  

2. What step toward dedicating every area of your life to Christ can you take today? 
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Week 30 – July 30 
Philippians 4:10-23 – Giving & Receiving 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 

Explore It 

 1. Why was Paul glad? (4:10–13) 
 2. *What lesson had Paul learned about contentment? (4:10–13) 
 3. Why could Paul handle any kind of circumstance? (4:13) 
 4. What did the Philippians do about Paul’s troubles? (4:14) 
 5. How did Paul feel toward the Philippian believers? Why? (4:14) 
 6. *How had the Philippians supported Paul in the past? (4:15–16) 
 7. What did Paul not want? (4:17) 
 8. What did Paul want for the Philippians? (4:17) 
 9. What was Paul’s current financial situation? (4:18) 
10. How did Paul respond to the Philippians’ generosity? (4:18–19) 
11. *How would God reciprocate the believers’ generosity? (4:19) 
12. To whom did Paul give thanks and praise? (4:20) 
13. Who sent final greetings to the Philippians? (4:21–22) 
14. To what did Paul give prominence in closing his letter? (4:23) 

 

Get It 

 1. Why are pastors sometimes hesitant to talk about money in the local church? 
 2. What are the differences between prosperity theology, poverty theology, and Pauline theology? 
 3. How does Paul avoid manipulation, flattery, and silence—the three common pitfalls associated with 

talking about money? 
 4. How do you define Christian contentment? From where does it derive? 
 5. What are the three truths about Christian contentment according to Philippians 4:11–13? 
 6. What is the actual meaning of Philippians 4:13? How does this apply to your life? 
 7. Has a lack of contentment made you less flexible for mission? Explain. 
 8. What is the relationship between being a partner and giving financially? 
 9. Why should you give faithfully? Do you have a disciplined plan for giving to the mission of the church? 
 10. Explain how Philippians 4:19–20 applies to the matter of personal needs. 
 

Apply It 
1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 

to follow in this passage?  
2. What can you do to develop an attitude of contentment in all circumstances? 
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Week 31 – August 6 
Hebrews 4:1-13  -  Enter His Rest 
 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 

Open It 
1. *What situations or circumstances tend to make you feel restless? 
2. What different ideas have you heard (from friends, neighbors, or relatives) about how a person is made 

right with God? 
3. What is your favorite Bible verse or story? Why? 

Explore It 

 1. What important promise is the subject of this passage? (4:1) 
 2. *How do we know that not everyone will experience God’s rest (that is, His salvation)? (4:1–2) 
 3. *Why didn’t the Israelites of the Exodus enter God’s rest? (4:2) 
 4. What must a person do to experience God’s rest? (4:3) 
 5. How long has God been giving us a chance to enter His rest? (4:4) 
 6. What was the consequence for the Israelites’ disobedience? (4:5) 
 7. Why did some who heard the promise of rest fail to enjoy that promise? (4:6) 
 8. How did the author show that the rest God promised the Israelites involved more than mere physical 

rest in the land of Canaan? (4:8) 
 9. What rest awaited God’s people after Joshua and the Israelites had conquered Canaan? (4:8–9) 
10. Entering God’s rest has what effect on our work? (4:10) 
11. *How should we seek to learn from the Israelites’ negative example? (4:11) 
12. What is the Word of God? How? (4:12) 
13. What is unique about God? (4:13) 
14. What sort of future awaits all of us? (4:13) 

Get It 

 1. *What does it mean to enter God’s rest? 
 2. *How is enjoying God’s salvation a reality in your life? 
 3. How does disobedience or unbelief keep us from enjoying God’s rest? 
 4. What prevents you from enjoying God’s rest (or salvation)? 
 5. What does God’s rest have to do with one trying earn salvation with good works? 
 6. How does the fact that God sees and knows everything about you (actions, words, thoughts, motives, 

feelings, and attitudes) motivate you to live a holy life? 
 7. What has the Word of God revealed about your own thoughts and attitudes of the heart? 
8.  Why is it so difficult for us to rest from our attempt to merit our own righteousness? 

 
Apply It 

1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 
to follow in this passage?  

2. What one area of your life do you need to turn over to God today? 
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Week 32 – August 13 
Hebrews 10:1-18 – Once & For All Time 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 

Open It 

 1. *What is one thing you would buy at a very high price if paying that price meant you never had to pay 
for it again? 

 2. What jobs would you consider unfulfilling, frustrating, or even futile? 
 3. What are some ways people try to deal with bad habits? 

Explore It 

 1. How is the Law compared to the new covenant brought by Christ? (10:1) 
 2. *In what way was the Law of Moses glaringly inadequate? (10:1–2) 
 3. How did the author of Hebrews show that the Law was inadequate? (10:2) 
 4. What function did the annual sacrifices serve? Why? (10:3–4) 
 5. How successful were animal sacrifices under the old covenant? (10:4) 
 6. Why wasn’t God pleased with the sacrifices and offerings of the old covenant? (10:5–6) 
 7. What was the attitude of Christ when He came into the world? (10:7) 
 8. What evidence of the futility and emptiness of the old covenant did the author cite? (10:8) 
 9. *If God neither desired nor was pleased with old covenant sacrifices, why did the Israelites make them? 

(10:8) 
10. What role does a believer play in earning God’s approval? (10:9–14) 
11. What did Christ’s single act of dying accomplish for those who would trust in Him? (10:14) 
12. How did the new covenant change the way God motivates His people to live for Him? (10:16) 
13. *What effect did the sacrifice of Christ have on the way God views our sins? (10:17) 
14. Why are additional sacrifices for sin unnecessary? (10:18) 

Get It 

 1. What has Christ done for us? 
 2. How would you contrast the shortcomings of the old covenant with the blessings of the new covenant? 
 3. Why do Christians still feel guilt when God says He forgives and forgets their transgressions? 
 4. *How does being cleansed of sin by Christ change us? 
 5. What do you think prompted or motivated Jesus to make the sacrifice He made? 
 6. *In what sense have we “been made holy” (10:10) while at the same time “are being made holy” (10:14)? 
 7. What insights from this passage can we use to show that being saved from sin requires faith in Christ? 

 

Apply It 
1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 

to follow in this passage?  
2. What can you do this week to show trust in Christ’s provision for forgiveness? 
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Week 33 – August 20 
1 Timothy 1:3-20 – The Centrality of the Gospel in the Local Church 
 
Pray It  
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Explore It 

1. Why did Paul want Timothy to stay in Ephesus? (1:3–4) 
2. What did Paul say about myths and genealogies? (1:4) 
3. What was the goal of the command Paul urged Timothy to enforce? (1:5) 
4. In what way had some believers been misguided? (1:6) 
5. *How did Paul assess those who wanted to be teachers of the law? (1:7) 
6. *When is the Law good? (1:8) 
7. *For whom was the Law made? (1:9–11) 
8. *Why was Paul shown mercy? (1:13) 
9. What was poured out on Paul? (1:14) 
10. Why did Jesus come into the world? (1:15) 
11. *How was Paul “the worst”? (1:15) 
12. Why was Paul shown mercy? (1:16) 
13. *How does a person receive eternal life? (1:16) 
14. What qualities did Paul ascribe to God? (1:17) 
15. What did Paul say some have done with their faith? (1:19) 
16. Why did Paul hand Hymenaeus and Alexander over to Satan? (1:20) 

 
Get It 

1. Is the gospel still under attack today? What pulls people away from the true gospel? 
2. What rules and regulations do some current preachers add to the gospel? 
3. Why is it a worse error to think that obedience to laws can save a person? How does this teaching 

sometimes show up as a matter of degrees rather than overt heresy? 
4. How do the three uses of God’s moral law apply to unbelievers? to believers? 
5. How would you state the gospel in one sentence? 
6. What is the value in remembering what you were before you were saved? Conversely, what is the 

danger in not realizing the seriousness of your previous sinful state? 
7. What role did God’s grace play in your salvation? What role did you play? Do your answers to these two 

questions correspond to biblical descriptions of salvation? 
8. Are you ever stirred or even overwhelmed by thoughts of God’s grace in your life? What types of study, 

meditation, or worship produce the greatest response in you? 
9. Do you personally know any church leader who has wandered from the gospel? Which temptations did 

he give in to? What kinds of temptations are you most vulnerable to? 
10. Are we at war with Satan? What happens if we think we are not at war? 

 
Apply It 

1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 
to follow in this passage?  

2. For what grace and mercy that God has shown you do you want to thank Him today? 
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Week 34 – August 27 
2 Timothy 1:8-18 – Gospel Centered Bravery 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Open It 

1. What is characteristic of the people you enjoy being around? 
 
Explore It 

6. In what way did Timothy need courage? (1:8) 
 7. Why has God called us to a holy life? (1:9) 
 8. What did Christ do? (1:10) 
 9. Of what was Paul appointed a herald, an apostle, and a teacher? (1:11) 
10. Why was Paul not ashamed of the gospel? (1:12) 
11. *What did Paul tell Timothy to do with his training? (1:13) 
12. What was Timothy to guard? (1:14) 
13. Where does the Holy Spirit live? (1:14) 
14. Who had deserted Paul? (1:16) 
15. What had Onesiphorus done for Paul? (1:16–17) 
16. What did Paul want the Lord to grant Onesiphorus? (1:18) 

 
Get It 

1. In what way is the crucifixion mocked today? 
2. Who among your acquaintances or family has expressed antipathy toward the gospel? What is that 

person’s underlying philosophy behind the rejection? 
3. What situations have you encountered in the last month where it has been difficult or unpopular to take 

a Christian stance? 
4. How might you remind yourself daily of your need for God’s grace? 
5. How would you explain the resurrection as the ground for your hope of salvation when speaking to a 

Christian who is struggling with doubt? How would you explain it to a seeker who asked you about it? 
6. How does the fear of suffering affect your intention to speak the gospel boldly? 
7. How would you express the “pattern” or outline of the gospel in three short sentences? 
8. What do people today want to add to the gospel? What do they want to take away from it? 
9. Do you have a friend you would call spiritually “refreshing”? Do you know someone who needs a 

refreshing friend? 
10. Have you ever been tempted to abandon a fellow Christian? What kinds of situations give rise to such 

temptations for you? 
 
Apply It 

1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 
to follow in this passage?  

2. Who is someone you can commit to pray on a regular basis? Who’s Your One? How are they doing? 
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Week 35 – September 3 
1 Peter 2:4-12 – Living Stone and Chosen People 
 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Open It 

 1. What is something that is very precious to you? 
 2. When have you felt rejected? 
 3. *What is your ethnic heritage and how has it influenced you? 

Explore It 

 1. How did God and people treat the living Stone (Christ) differently? (2:4) 
 2. *In what way are we like living stones? (2:5) 
 3. What will happen to those who trust in the “Cornerstone”? (2:6) 
 4. How was Christ treated differently by believers and unbelievers? (2:7) 
 5. In what way did the “Stone” (Christ) cause some people to stumble? (2:8) 
 6. *What status did Peter ascribe to believers in Christ? (2:9) 
 7. *How does our past compare with our present condition? (2:10) 
 8. From what did Peter urge his readers to abstain? Why? (2:11) 
 9. Why is it important for believers to live good lives? (2:12) 

Get It 

 1. How is Christ still being rejected by people today? Why? 
 2. How is Christ precious to you? Why? 
 3. How could being disobedient to God cause someone else to stumble? 
 4. *How does being chosen by God for a special task make you feel? 
 5. What are the implications of believers being a chosen people, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation? 
 6. In what way were you in darkness before you became a believer? 
 7. When have you felt that you were at war with sinful desires? 
 8. Why is it so hard to abstain from sinful desires? 
 9. Why do we need encouragement to live good lives among non-Christians? 
10. What good deeds in your life do non-Christians see? 
11. How can we do good deeds so they are both a witness and a discrete act of service (that is, not merely 

for show)? 
12. What does it mean to live a good life? 
13. *To what people can your good deeds be a witness? 

 

Apply It 
1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 

to follow in this passage?  
2. How do you need to change your plans for the near future so that you will be an example to the 

unbelievers with whom you have regular contact? 
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Week 36 – September 10 
1 Peter 4:1-11 – Living for God 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Open It 

1. In your opinion what best distinguishes Christians from non-Christians? 
2. Imagine that the world is going to end in twenty-four hours and you have been granted one wish for 

anything you want. What would you wish for? Why? 

Explore It 

 1. What did Peter say about the person who has suffered? (4:1–2) 
 2. What benefit can there be in suffering? (4:2) 
 3. What did Peter’s readers do in the past? (4:3) 
 4. *What did the pagans think was strange? (4:4) 
 5. To whom did Peter say the pagans would have to give account? (4:5) 
 6. For what reason was the gospel preached? (4:6) 
 7. What did Peter say was near? (4:7) 
 8. *What did Peter instruct his readers to do since the end of all things was near? (4:7) 
 9. What did Peter encourage his readers to do above all? (4:8) 
10. How did Peter encourage his audience to love each other? (4:8–9) 
11. How were Peter’s readers to use their gifts? (4:10) 
12. How were these believers to speak and serve? (4:11) 
13. *What goal did Peter want his audience to reach with all they did? (4:11) 

Get It 

 1. *What does it mean to be done with sin? 
 2. With what human desires do we continue to struggle? 
 3. *What about your life-style do unbelievers find strange? 
 4. In what way is the end of all things near? 
 5. How would knowing that the world was going to end this year change the way you think or act? 
 6. How does love cover a multitude of sins? 
 7. Why is it sometimes difficult to love other believers? 
 8. To whom do you find it difficult to offer hospitality? Why? 
 9. In what ways can you offer hospitality? 
10. What gift has God given you that you could use to serve others? 

Apply It 

1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 
to follow in this passage?  

2. In what simple way this week can you let unbelievers see that you live by a unique set of priorities? 
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Week 37 – September 17 
John 1:1-5 – Introducing Jesus 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Open It 

1. In what ways are words different from visual images? 
 
Explore It 

1.   Who is the Word? (1:1) 
 2. *What is the relationship between the Word and God? (1:1–2) 
 3. What was the Word’s role in creation? (1:3) 
 4. How is the “life” the light of men? (1:4) 

5. Why did Jesus come to earth? (1:4-5) 
6. What is the light that shines in the darkness? (1:5) 

 
Get It 

 1. Who is Jesus? 
 2. Why are God’s words powerful? What Scriptures show the power of God’s Word? 
 3. Why does John call Jesus “the Word”? What does this title tell us about Jesus? 
 4. What does John want us to believe about Jesus from this passage? 
 5. Describe the connection between Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1. How does this connection show a distinction 

between Jesus and creation? 
 6. Why did Jesus come to earth? 
 7. What would the world look like if Jesus had not brought the light of the gospel? 
 8. What does it mean to be a Christian? What changes have taken place in your life as a result? 
 9. What is the good news of the gospel? If someone took an inventory of your life, what would they think 

is your good news? 
10. Are there moments in your life when you feel overwhelmed by anxiety, fear, or isolation? How does the 

picture of Jesus as a light shining in the darkness speak to you in those circumstances?  

 

Apply It 
1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 

to follow in this passage?  
2. How should the reality that God became a man affect your life today? 
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Week 38 – September 24 
John 5:30-39 – Witnesses to Deity 
 
Pray It 
Spend time in prayer for your session and the needs of your Life-Group.  
 
Open It 

1. What makes someone’s testimony valid or invalid? 
 
Explore It 

 1. *Whose testimony did Jesus say was valid? (5:31–32) 
 2. What did Jesus say John did? (5:33) 
 3. Why did Jesus mention John’s testimony? (5:34) 
 4. What did Jesus say John was? (5:35) 
 5. *What did Jesus say testified to the fact that the Father had sent Him? (5:36) 
 6. Who else did Jesus say testified about Him? (5:37) 
 7. *Why did the Jews study the Scriptures? (5:39) 

 

Get It 
 1. What are we to believe about Jesus from this passage? 
 2. How are you guarding against apathy and indifference about Christ’s deity? Who in your life is 

encouraging and standing watch with you? 
 3. Why does Jesus describe John the Baptist as a lamp? 
 4. How is Psalm 132 used as a reference in this passage? 
 5. Why does Jesus list John as a witness when the other three witnesses are so much greater? 
 6. Why does Jesus perform miracles? What should be the people’s response? 
 7. What two major themes run throughout the Old Testament? How do they point to Jesus? 
 8. Why does God choose to work through sinful, flawed people like Moses and David and then tell everyone 

their faults through Scripture? 
 9. If someone were to write down your story of salvation, what would Jesus have delivered you from? How 

would the unmerited love and mercy of God to you be evidenced from your past? 
10. If the Jews haven’t seen God or heard his voice, how can Jesus list God as a witness to his deity? 

 

Apply It 
1. Are there any sins to confess, promises to claim, attitudes to change, commands to obey, or examples 

to follow in this passage?  
2. Starting today, how can you seek greater recognition for God’s ways? 
3. How can you make your study of Scripture more Christ-centered this week? 
4. What step can you take to become a brighter lamp pointing to Jesus? 

 
  




