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Statement of Belief - Haywood Floyd

We consider liberty of thought under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to be essential to Christian
belief and practice. Therefore, we encourage the unhindered study and open discussion of
Scripture. We uphold the individual's freedom of conscience in seeking to determine and obey
the will of God.

The following statement is not intended to be exhaustive, but is an expression of our common
belief, which is derived from our understanding of Scripture.

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 ; 2 Timothy 2:15 ; Romans 12:2 ; Ephesians 4:3-6 , 15 ; Romans 10:17 ; 2
Timothy 3:16-17

1. God

We believe in one God, infinite and perfect, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe
who exists eternally in three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) and desires to share
His love in a personal relationship with everyone.
1 Timothy 1:17 ; Deuteronomy 6:4 ; 1 Kings 8:27 ; 1 John 1:5 ; Genesis 1:1-2 ; Acts 17:24-25 , 28 ; Psalm

90:1-2 ; Matthew 28:19 ; John 3:16 ; Isaiah 57:15 ; 2 Peter 3:9

I believe in one God, who desires an intimate relationship with mankind on an individual
level.  He has revealed Himself to us in different ways:

a. The Father
We believe in God the Father, who is sovereign over all, and is loving and just as

He forgives the repentant and condemns the unrepentant.
1 Corinthians 8:6 ; Ephesians 4:6 ; Ezekiel 33:11 ; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8 ; John 5:24 ; John

3:16-18

A Father, who loves His earthly children, and wants what is best for them.  This
Father is also a just judge, and will not twist the law of righteousness for these
children, no matter how much He loves them.  He is long-suffering, merciful and
even gracious to them during their mortal lives, desiring that they would turn to
Him and repent of their unrighteousness.

b. The Son
We believe in God the Son, who became incarnate in Jesus Christ, our Lord and

Savior. He gave Himself on the cross as the complete and final sacrifice for sin.
As our Risen Lord, He is the mediator between God the Father and mankind.
John 1:34 ; Hebrews 1:3 ; John 1:14-18 ; Romans 1:3-4 ; 1 John 3:16 ; 1 Peter 2:24 ; Hebrews

10:10-14 ;
1 Corinthians 15:20-21 ; 1 Timothy 2:5 ; John 14:6 ; 1 John 2:1-2
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A perfect Son, Jesus Christ, who is the example of what mankind was meant to
be, and should always strive to be in every way.  This Son submitted to the
Father’s will, even though Jesus had a moment in the garden when He did not
desire to suffer; a will that was different from that of the Father.  This Son can
confidently say to the other children of the Father that He KNOWS what it is like
to be expected to do the undesirable, the fearful and that which will cause them
suffering, but to do it anyway because it is the will of the Father.  He then rose
from the dead, providing evidence of His ability to make good on His promise of
everlasting life to His followers.

c. The Holy Spirit
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who gives spiritual birth to

believers lives within them, and empowers them for witnessing and service. We
believe the Holy Spirit inspired the Scriptures, convicts of sin and instructs in
righteousness.
John 14:16 ; 3:5-8 ; 14:17 ; Romans 5:5 ; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 ; 2 Peter 1:20-21 ; John 16:7-11

A Holy Spirit, which contains the fullness of God.  The Father and Son were
together as God in this Spirit before creation, and over human history, this Spirit
has filled individuals as God has seen fit.  This Spirit contains all of the attributes
of God and has been sent by Jesus after His ascension to live in those who trust
Him as their Lord and Savior. These believers are connected to God in a special
way because the Spirit gives them access to the ability to become more like
Jesus: imparting knowledge and wisdom, comforting them during tribulations,
helping them mature, and cultivating in them a fruit that will last because they
have chosen to remain in Jesus.

2. The Bible

We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and is our final authority in matters
of faith and practice. We believe that Jesus Christ, in His life and teachings as recorded
in the Bible, is the supreme interpreter of God's will for mankind.
2 Peter 1:20-21 ; Romans 3:2 ; 2 Peter 3:1-2 , 15-16 ; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 ; Matthew 5:17-19 ; Psalm 119:105;
John 20:30-31; Hebrews 1:1-2

I believe that God has given us his infallible, unchanging Word in writing, preserving it so
that mankind can understand His infallible, unchanging nature.  If there are any
last-minute, after-life changing additions, then God cannot be omnipotent, omnipresent,
omniscient, and omnitemporal.  This also means that there cannot be any lost books that
reveal God in a different way or provide another way for salvation, because that means
that God did not communicate Himself properly for thousands of years, which again
violates one of these characteristics.  He has given us the Bible, which has revealed his
Word so that we can know it for certain.
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3. Mankind

We believe that mankind was created in the image of God and is therefore the noblest
work of creation. We believe that human beings have moral responsibility and are
created to enjoy both divine and human fellowship as children of God.
Genesis 1:26-27 ; Psalm 8:3-9 ; Micah 6:8 ; Matthew 5:44-48 ; 1 John 1:3 ; John 1:12

I believe God created mankind, making them different from the animals.  He put them in
charge of the earth and expects them to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.

4. Sin and Salvation

We believe that sin is disobedience to God and failure to live according to His will.
Because of sin all people have separated themselves from God. We believe that
because we are sinners, we are in need of a Savior.
We believe that salvation from sin and death is the gift of God by redeeming love
accomplished by Christ's death and resurrection, and is received only by repentance and
faith in Him. We believe that all who repent of their sin and receive Christ as Savior will
not be punished at the final judgment but enjoy eternal life.
1 John 3:4-5 ; Romans 3:23-25 ; Isaiah 59:2 ; 1 John 1:8-10 ; Romans 5:6-8 ; Romans 6:23 ; Hebrews

10:10-14 ;
1 Peter 1:3 ; John 3:16-18 , 36 ; Ephesians 2:8-9 ; John 14:6 ; Matthew 25:41-46 ; Romans 5:10

I believe Morality is objective, not subjective.  We know this when we expect other
people to behave and live up to a basic level of morality without having that morality
explained.  This moral law is therefore outside of the creation of people, unlike language,
which we do not expect foreigners to automatically know; they will have to study and
learn it.  Since this moral law was not created by people, it has been created by God.
This means He cares how people treat each other and interact with Him.

Because every person on earth has broken this law, mankind will not be allowed to enter
into an afterlife with God; they will just corrupt the new heaven and earth that will replace
the current ones.  The only reward for breaking the law of God is hell.  God desires an
eternity with mankind, so He provided a way for justice to be satisfied without
condemning them.

Jesus lived a perfect life and died on the cross for the forgiveness of all who trust in Him.
He paid the penalty for the sins of the believer, trading places with them.  They are
saved from hell because they take His innocence, and He stands in their place as guilty.
This salvation happens on an individual basis so that the person understands the high
price paid, and is willing to change, no longer wanting to corrupt this life or the afterlife
with an attitude of rebellion against God and His law.  The believer is also given a helper,
the Holy Spirit, which will guide them into righteous living.
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5. Eternal Life

We believe that Jesus rose from the dead and lives eternally with the Father, and that
He will come again with power and great glory. We believe that eternal life begins in
knowing God through a commitment to Jesus Christ. We believe that because He died
and lives again, resurrection with spiritual and imperishable bodies is the gift of God to
believers.
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 , 20-23 ; John 14:1-3 ; Matthew 24:30 ; Titus 2:13 ; John 17:3 ; 1 John 5:11-13 ;

1 Corinthians 15:42-44; John 10:27-28; John 6:40

I believe that Jesus Christ actually rose from the dead after his crucifixion. If He did not,
He was a liar, and crazy to think that anyone should listen to Him. All of His moral claims
and commandments are based on His intimate knowledge of the Father and His
resurrection, so the world must acknowledge His authoritative claims only if He rose from
the dead. Otherwise, He has no true knowledge of God, and should not be followed.  He
also promised to be with His disciples after His death, and can only affect the lives of His
people if He still lives. He can only promise eternal life with God if He has risen from the
dead.  Many people have tried to discredit the resurrection of Jesus only to find that
Jesus was a real person in history. Studying the lives of His disciples only reveals that
they did not fake His resurrection, because they believed he rose from the dead. This
powerful religion changed the Roman Empire in a very short amount of time, and many
people are still having personal experiences with Him today.  Jesus lives and is coming
back for His church!

6. The Church

We believe that the church of God is all believers gathered by the Holy Spirit and joined
into one body, of which Christ is the Head. We believe that the local church is a
community of believers organized in covenant relationship for worship, fellowship and
service, practicing and proclaiming common convictions, while growing in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
We believe in the priesthood of all believers and practice the autonomy of the local
congregation, as we seek to work in association with others for more effective witness.
Acts 20:28 ; 1 Corinthians 12:13 , 14 , 27 ; Romans 12:4-5 ; Colossians 1:18 ; Acts 2:42 ; Ephesians

2:19-22;
Romans 15:5-7 ; Ephesians 4:11-16 ; 2 Peter 3:18 ; 1 Peter 2:4-10 ; Matthew 18:20 ; Hebrews 10:24-25

I believe that the believer is also given the church for support and encouragement while
living for Jesus.  This body of believers must submit to Christ, oversee the growth of the
individuals, and give each person opportunities for acts of service.  The individuals must
study the Word of God to ensure that the actions and intentions of the church adhere to
scripture.  They must also meet regularly, blessing each other with their gifts given by the
Holy Spirit and receiving blessings and encouragement for the days ahead.
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7. Baptism

We believe that baptism of believers in obedience to Christ's command is a witness to
the acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. We believe in baptism by immersion
as a symbol of death to sin, a pledge to a new life in Him.
Romans 6:3-4 ; Matthew 28:19-20 ; Acts 2:41 ; Colossians 2:12 ; Romans 6:11 ; Galatians 3:26-27

I believe that the celebration of baptism is a command to the believer, and expresses in
ceremony what has happened in the heart of that believer.  Immersion symbolizes that
the believer is buried with Christ, and then raised to new life with Christ.

8. The Lord's Supper

We believe that the Lord's Supper commemorates the suffering and death of our
Redeemer until He comes, and is a symbol of union in Christ and a pledge of renewed
allegiance to our risen Lord.
Mark 14:22-25 ; Matthew 26:26-29 ; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 , 11:23-30

I believe that the Lord’s Supper is an opportunity for the church to reflect on the death
and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which is the only way of forgiveness for anyone who
commits sin.  Participation in communion reminds the believer of the cost of salvation,
the grace of God, and the oath taken to live for Jesus.

9. Sabbath

We believe that the Sabbath of the Bible, the seventh day of the week, is sacred time, a
gift of God to all people, instituted at creation, affirmed in the Ten Commandments and
reaffirmed in the teaching and example of Jesus and the apostles.
We believe that the gift of Sabbath rest is an experience of God's eternal presence with
His people.
We believe that in obedience to God and in loving response to His grace in Christ, the
Sabbath should be faithfully observed as a day of rest, worship, and celebration.
Genesis 2:2-3 ; Exodus 16:23-30 ; Exodus 20:8-11 ; Matthew 5:17-19 ; Mark 2:27-28 ; Luke 4:16 ;

Acts 13:14 , 42-44 ; 16:11-13 ; 17:2-3 ; 18:4-11 ; Ezekiel 20:19-20 ; Hebrews 4:9-10 ; John 14:15 ; Isaiah
58:13-14 ;
Luke 23:56

I believe that no business should be done on Sabbath as shown in Nehemiah 13:15-22.
Any work that leads to business can be done on a different day.  This also means that
doing business on Sabbath causes others to violate this command according to Exodus
20:10 which states, "the foreigner within your gates." There is no other commandment
that we would in good conscience ask someone else to break for us.  Jesus said that it is
good to do good on Sabbath, so we can see that certain professions are necessary on
Sabbath because of human need.  Jesus, the apostles, and Paul kept the Sabbath as
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God intended, and we have the ability to prepare for the Sabbath so that we can abstain
from working or even causing others to work on the Commanded day of rest.

10. Evangelism

We believe that Jesus Christ commissions us to proclaim the Gospel, to make disciples,
to baptize and to teach observance of all that He has commanded. We are called to be
witnesses for Christ throughout the world and in all human relationships.
Matthew 24:14 ; Acts 1:8 ; Matthew 28:18-20 ; 2 Corinthians 4:1-2 , 5-6 ; 1 Peter 3:15 ; 2 Corinthians

5:17-20 ; Ephesians 6:14-20

I believe evangelism is sharing the Gospel with others, and proving it with our lives.  This
will show others that the Gospel is true because we actually practice what we preach
and that it changes our lives.

The Gospel means “good news.”  People cannot fully understand the good news until
they know the bad news.  They have the ability to compare the two, and see that the
good news is really good!  Because the bad news is uncomfortable, believers have had
a hard time expressing it to their friends, family members, coworkers, neighbors, and
total strangers.  I believe it is imperative for the believer to learn how to share the gospel
with someone.  It is our true expression of love.  To refuse to tell someone how to be
saved from everlasting death in hell actually is to show them hate.

This is the bad news: Everyone has sinned and will go to hell for that sin.  No one can do
enough good to erase all of their sins, it is still on their record, and shows up on the day
of judgment.  Because God is a good judge, he cannot excuse sin, he must exercise
justice, and pronounce a just sentence.  There is one punishment for sin: hell.

This is the good news:  God prepared a way for people to be saved from their just
punishment in hell.  He did that before the world was created.  He already knew what
would happen, so He set up a process in the justice system that would allow salvation.
He sent His perfect son to take the punishment of the sinner so that on the day of
judgment the sinner would not be held responsible for the sin; Jesus already paid for that
sin.

The condition:  Not everyone will be saved.  The sinner must do something.  This is not
work that deserves salvation.  No one deserves salvation.  Everyone deserves hell.  The
sinner must accept salvation as work already done by Christ Jesus.  The sinner must
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, accept forgiveness for the sins committed,
and desire to live a life for Jesus.  In short, Believe It, Receive It and Live It.

I believe every believer must be able to explain this clearly to others.  There are many
methods, but only one Gospel.  As long as the method contains the bad news, the good
news, and the condition of salvation, the Gospel has been preached. It is important that
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the believer also lives according to the Gospel as a witness to its power to change and
save lives.

I agree with the Seventh Day Baptist Statement of belief.  My statements here are not
exhaustive or contradictory, but only an expression of focus for my life and teaching.


