
“For God knows all hearts, and he sees you.” 
    – Proverbs 24:12  

 For this devotion, you’ll need a coffee cup, some slips of paper, and 
pens. Read or retell the story from this week’s sermon found in John 9:1-9.  
Remind your kids that the blind man that Jesus healed in this story was a     
beggar.  Then discuss the following questions: 
 
• The Bible doesn’t say that the beggar asked Jesus for anything. If he did, 

however, what do you think he would have asked for? (probably money) 
• Why do you think Jesus chose to heal the blind man instead of giving him 

money? 
 
 Then take out the coffee cup, slips of paper, and pens.  Have everyone 
write (or help younger kids write) a list of things they think they need.  Remind 
them to think of all the different areas of their lives—physical, social, mental, 
spiritual, etc.  Fold the slips of paper and put them in the cup; tell them that the 
cup represents needs that we can’t meet ourselves, just like beggars can’t meet 
their own needs and hold out a cup for others to put money in.  
 
 One by one, pull out the slips and read them. Talk about the following 
questions for each slip: 
 
• Why do you think someone needs this? 
• What problem would it solve? 
• Is there a deeper need behind this problem? (For example, if a person said 

he needed money, a deeper need might be that he needs a job or he needs 
to learn how to manage the money he has.) 

• What’s the worst thing that might happen if this need isn’t met? 
• Are there ways to meet this need other than the way you’ve listed? 
 

(CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE) 

“Whether You’re Near Or Whether You’re Far; God 
Sees You And He Knows Where You Are!” 
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 After you’ve discussed all of the slips of paper, ask your kids if 
they can think of a time when they thought they had a true need but 
later realized it wasn’t.  If you can think of time like that in your own life, 
share it with your kids.  Then talk about the following: 
 
• What’s the difference between a need and a want? 
• Can you always know for sure if what you think is a need really is 

one? 
• God says He will meet all of our needs (Phil. 4:19). What is the     

biggest need anyone ever has? 
• What are some reasons God may have when He chooses not to give 

us something we think we need? 
• Sometimes God chooses not to heal someone who is sick.  Does that 

mean He didn’t meet that person’s need? 
• What’s the difference between our idea of what we need and God’s 

idea of what we need? 
 
 Tell your kids that C.S. Lewis, who wrote The Chronicles of 
Narnia, once said that we are often “…like an ignorant child who wants 
to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is 
meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.  We are far too easily 
pleased.”  Ask them to tell you what they think this means.  If they need 
help, explain that sometimes we’re satisfied by having our short-term or 
earthly needs met when God is wanting to give us far more by having a 
relationship with Him that will last for eternity. 
 
 Finish the devotion by praying together, asking God to help you 
see what your true needs are.  Thank Him for always knowing what’s 
best for you and loving you enough to provide for the true needs you 
have. 

 After you’ve discussed all of the slips of paper, ask your kids if 
they can think of a time when they thought they had a true need but 
later realized it wasn’t.  If you can think of time like that in your own life, 
share it with your kids.  Then talk about the following: 
 
• What’s the difference between a need and a want? 
• Can you always know for sure if what you think is a need really is 

one? 
• God says He will meet all of our needs (Phil. 4:19). What is the     

biggest need anyone ever has? 
• What are some reasons God may have when He chooses not to give 

us something we think we need? 
• Sometimes God chooses not to heal someone who is sick.  Does that 

mean He didn’t meet that person’s need? 
• What’s the difference between our idea of what we need and God’s 

idea of what we need? 
 
 Tell your kids that C.S. Lewis, who wrote The Chronicles of 
Narnia, once said that we are often “…like an ignorant child who wants 
to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is 
meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.  We are far too easily 
pleased.”  Ask them to tell you what they think this means.  If they need 
help, explain that sometimes we’re satisfied by having our short-term or 
earthly needs met when God is wanting to give us far more by having a 
relationship with Him that will last for eternity. 
 
 Finish the devotion by praying together, asking God to help you 
see what your true needs are.  Thank Him for always knowing what’s 
best for you and loving you enough to provide for the true needs you 
have. 


