
"'You must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your mind.'   

                                               – Matthew 22:37 

 For this devotion, you’ll need two suits (the hearts and clubs) 
from a deck of cards.  Before the devotion, take one of the hearts from the 
deck and put it in your pocket or hide it somewhere.  Then tell your kids 
you’re going to play cards.  You can either play Go Fish, Memory, or any 
other card game where all of the cards must match up before someone can 
win. 
 
 When you get to the end of the game and it becomes apparent 
that a card is gone, pull out the missing card and tell your kids you had it 
all along.  Then discuss the following questions: 
 
• Why couldn’t we finish the game? 
• How does missing a card make you feel? 
• How did you feel when you found out I had the card we needed? 
 
 Then tell your kids that when we become a Christian, God wants 
all of us, not just the parts we want to give Him.  Talk about some of the 
following areas of our lives that God wants that we might want to keep: 
 
*  Friendships  *  Possessions  *  Our past 
*  Time   *  Habits  *  Our future 
 
 Tell your kids that God needs our whole hearts in order to      
accomplish everything He wants to in our lives. Just like you couldn’t   
finish the card game without all the hearts, God can’t make us into who 
He wants us to be without our entire hearts. 
 
 Pray that God will help you trust Him enough to give up the parts 
of your heart that you want to keep.  Thank Him for never holding back 
His love for you. 

“All My Heart, All My Soul, I Will Give God Full   
Control!”   
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 Most of us know that if we’re Christians, God wants us to give 
Him every area of our lives.  Knowing that and doing that are two     
different things, though.  Talk about the following questions: 
 
• Why is it hard to let God have every area of our lives? 
• What areas are the hardest for you to give to Him?  Why? 
• What areas are the easiest for you to give to Him?  Why? 
• What do we miss by not letting God have some area of our life? 
 
 Basically, giving God our entire life is a matter of trust; when we 
hold on to some area, we’re saying that we can’t trust God with that 
area.  In a roundabout way, we’re actually saying that we think we know 
more and can handle our lives better than God can. Think about the   
following: 
 
• What’s one area of your life that you gave to God and now wish you 

hadn’t? 
• What’s one area of your life where God has failed you? 
• What’s one area of your life where God proved that He couldn’t be 

trusted? 
 
Now think of it the other way: 
 
• What’s one area of your life that God has proven Himself to be  

trustworthy? 
• What’s one area of your life that you were scared to give to God, but 

now that you have, you’re glad you did? 
 
 Psalm 67:8 says, “Trust in him at all times…pour out your hearts 
to him, for God is our refuge.”  A refuge is a place of shelter and        
protection, the one safe place to go in a storm.  When the thought of 
trusting Him with your life seems scary, remember: He’s the safest place 
you can go. 
 
 As you pray, ask God to help you remember all of the times He’s 
been faithful in the past.  Ask Him for the courage to turn over the parts 
of your life that you’ve been holding back from Him. 
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