Surrender:  The Heart God Controls

Introduction

The author states,’ Surrender to Christ as Savior and Lord is no less life-changing. Whether we first wave the white flag at the age of eight or eighty-eight, that surrender involves a 
Transfer of allegiance and a transformation of perspective that ought to affect every aspect of our lives.’

Question: From what place are we transferring our allegiance too?

Reasons for Lack of Surrender
Read pg 20-21
Scripture: Galatians 5:16-17

The High Price for Holding Out
Page 23 – 25


The Battle for Control

The Real War
Page 31 – 33
Scripture: Genesis 3:1-6

The serpent was more cunning than any beast: Satan’s effectiveness is often found in his cunning, crafty ways. We can’t outsmart Satan, but we can overcome him with the power of Jesus.

It was the craftiness of Satan that made him successful against Eve: as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness (2 Corinthians 11:3).

Has God indeed said? Satan’s first attack was leveled against the word of God. If he could make Eve confused about what God said, or to doubt what God said, then his battle was partially won.

Has God indeed said, “You shall not eat of every tree of the garden”? Satan took God’s positive command in Genesis 2:16-17 (Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat) and rephrased it in a purely negative way: “God won’t let you eat of every tree.”

You will not surely die: Satan first wanted Eve to forget all about what God said about the consequences of sin. When we know and remember the consequences of sin, we are more likely to give up the passing pleasures of sin (Hebrews 11:25).

In Satan’s direct challenge, he tries to get Eve to doubt the goodness of God. If God lies to her, how can He be good?

In Satan’s direct challenge, he tries to get Eve to doubt the badness of sin. If this fruit is something good for her, why doesn’t God want her to have it?

Satan wants us to see sin as something good that a bad God doesn’t want us to have. His main lie to us is “sin is not bad, and God is not good.”

You will be like God, knowing good and evil: The final enticement was the most powerful because it was how Satan himself fell, wanting to be equal with God. Eve tried to become a god by rebelling against God.

So when the woman saw: Eve surrendered to this temptation in exactly the way John describes in 1 John 2:16. First, she gave in to the lust of the flesh (saw that it was good for food), then she gave in to the lust of the eyes (pleasant to the eyes), then she gave in to the pride of life (desirable to make one wise).

Jesus was tempted in the same three-fold way: an appeal to the physical appetites, an appeal to covetous and emotional desires, and an appeal to pride (Matthew 4:1-11

The King and His Kingdom
Page 35-37
The Kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God.  It has a King… Who is the King?
It has a realm…that is an area.  Where is King’s realm?  The whole earth.  
Psalm 24: 1-2

It has subjects.  Who are the subjects?  We are His subjects.  Scripture says, His thoughts are not our thoughts, His ways are not our ways.  We must learn God’s thoughts, learn his ways.  

Read page 42-43



