
 
 
 

        Hello Friends!! 
       Here is a fun devotional for  
       your family to do together 
       as a way to learn more about 
       Jesus and explore how the 
       Big God Story applies to your 
       life! 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Lesson: The Teachers’ Big Mistake 
Today’s Big Idea: God cares about our hearts and our actions. 

Today’s Scripture: Matthew 23:1-7, 27-28 
 

Overview for Parents/Caregivers: 
The religious teachers of Jesus’ day couldn’t fool him. He saw their hearts. 
It’s true they gave money to the temple. And prayed in public. And seemed to do 
all the right things at the right times, following all the right rules. 
But they did much of it for the wrong reasons-big mistake-and Jesus knew it. The 
religious teachers wanted people to think highly of them, and maybe it worked. 
But God didn’t think highly of them. 
God wants us to obey him and follow his rules, but not because we want to look 
good to others. God wants us to obey because we love him and because we have 
a relationship with him. God cares about our hearts as well as our actions. As you 
experience this lesson with your children, ask yourself why you obey God. We 
want to respond to God out of love and gratitude to him. 
 
Opening Game: Heartfelt Forks 
Give each child a metal fork. Show children how to very gently hold their forks 
between their thumbs and forefingers at the narrowest part of the fork. Then 



show them how to, with their other hands, pinch and quickly release two of the 
fork’s tines to ping them. Then show them how, while the fork is still pinging to 
press the end of the fork against a table and listen carefully; you’ll hear a tone as 
the fork vibrates. Have your children experiment with placing their forks against 
other objects in the room such as water glasses or a windowpane.  
Say: When you touched your fork to the window or table, you created a 
sounding board. That’s like what happens when someone play a guitar: the 
strings vibrate, and the body of the guitar lets you hear the vibrations. 
When it comes to making sound, do you think the fork or the sounding board is 
most important? Why? 
Say: They’re both important, but I think the fork is most important. Without the 
fork, the table or window makes no noise. What we believe is like the fork, and 
what we do is like the table or window. What we believe decides what we’ll do. 
Sometimes you can tell what someone believes by that person’s actions. I saw 
that was true when (briefly share about a time when someone said one thing but 
his or her actions told another story). 
Today we’ll talk about some men who taught about God back in Jesus’ day. 
They found out that God cares about our hearts as well as our actions. Let’s see 
how that happened.  
 
Bible Story: Do as I say, Not as I Do 
 
Say: In Jesus’ day, the men who taught religion were smart-they’d studied for 
many years. When people wanted to know how to live, they asked these 
religious leaders because the leaders knew God’s rules in the Bible. But the 
leaders came up with a lot more rules to follow, rules of their own. That wasn’t 
so good.  
Read Matthew 23:1-7, 27-28: 

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples. 2 “The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat,” he said. 3 “So you must be careful to do everything 
they say. But don’t do what they do. They don’t practice what they preach. 4 They 
tie up heavy loads that are hard to carry. Then they put them on other people’s 
shoulders. But they themselves aren’t willing to lift a finger to move them. 

5 “Everything they do is done for others to see. On their foreheads and arms they 
wear little boxes that hold Scripture verses. They make the boxes very wide. And 
they make the tassels on their coats very long. 6 They love to sit down in the place 



of honor at dinners. They also love to have the most important seats in the 
synagogues. 7 They love to be greeted with respect in the markets. They love it 
when people call them ‘Rabbi.’ 

“How terrible for you, teachers of the law and Pharisees! You pretenders! You are 
like tombs that are painted white. They look beautiful on the outside. But on the 
inside, they are full of the bones of the dead. They are also full of other things 
that are not pure and ‘clean.’ 28 It is the same with you. On the outside you seem 
to be doing what is right. But on the inside, you are full of what is wrong. You 
pretend to be what you are not. 

Say: Jesus had a problem with the religious teachers. His problem wasn’t with 
them as people-he loved everyone. His problem was that they cared more 
about their actions than their hearts. God cares about our hearts and our 
actions. Discuss: 

 Would you rather have a friend who says he likes you but treats you 
badly, or one who says he likes you and shows it by how he acts? Why? 

 God loves us and wants to be in friendship with us. How do his actions 
show that’s true? 

 If you love God and want to be in a friendship with him, how do your 
actions show that is true? 

Say: Jesus was asked what rules we must follow to please God. And Jesus said 
there were just two: love God as much as we can and love other people like we 
love ourselves. Read Matthew 22:37-39:  Jesus replied, “ ‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your mind.’ This is the 
first and most important commandment. 39 And the second is like it. ‘Love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.’  

Prayer:  
Say: Let’s ask God to help us have right hearts and actions. 
Pray: God, help us to love you with our whole hearts and minds. Help us to show 
your love to everyone. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Extra Game: Pool Noodle Encouragements 
Choose one of your children to be the encourager. Give them a pool noodle (or 
another soft object). Read one of the qualities below and ask your encourager to 



gently tap the shoulder of family members who show that quality. Then give each 
child a chance to be the encourager. 
Loving   Joyful   Peaceful 
Patient   Kind   Good 
Faithful   Gentle  Self-controlled 
Say: The nine qualities I read are the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). When 
we love and follow God, those things begin growing un us. They start to show in 
the way we act. 
The good news is that we don’t have to pretend to be those things-we actually 
start becoming more kind, more gentle, more patient. That’s because our 
actions follow our hearts, and God changes our hearts. God cares about our 
hearts and our actions!  
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


