
 
 
 

        Hello Friends!! 
       Here is a fun devotional for  
       your family to do together 
       as a way to learn more about 
       Jesus and explore how the 
       Big God Story applies to your 
       life! 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Lesson: The Story of Saul 
Today’s Big Idea: God knows best. 

Today’s Scripture: 1 Samuel 13:8-14 
 

Overview for Parents/Caregivers: 
This week’s Bible passage describes Saul messing up in a big way. He stepped in 
and did things only priests were supposed to do. He pushed ahead when God told 
him to wait. Saul decided he knew better than God, that God’s rules didn’t apply 
to him in this case. 
Like us, Saul didn’t mean any harm. He just figured some general rule didn’t fit his 
special situation. Certainly God would understand and be okay with it. 
God did understand, but he was not okay with it. 
Only God knows the future and understands the full impact of our actions. God 
does know best, and he expects us to trust and obey him. Help your children 
understand this important lesson this week! 
 
Opening Game: Jigsaw Challenge 
Give each child a piece of paper and some crayons or markers. Explain that they 
are going to make jigsaw puzzles. Give them one minute to draw a picture on one 
side of their papers. Then have them cut or tear their papers so they create a 



jigsaw puzzle. Have them turn the pieces over so the picture can’t be seen, then 
have them switch puzzles. Say: You have 60 seconds to put together the puzzle in 
front of you-without turning over the pieces to see the picture. Go! 
When time has elapsed have them turn over the pieces and see how much of 
their puzzles they can assemble in another minute. When time is up, discuss: 

 When was it easier to put together the puzzle: when you could see the 
drawing or when you couldn’t? Why? 

 How was this puzzle activity like solving problems you have every day? 
Say: Good news: when God looks at our lives, he has the whole picture. He 
knows our past and our future. When it comes to making decisions, it’ good to 
do what God says in his Word, the Bible, because God knows best! When we 
don’t listen to God, we’re making a big mistake. Let’s see what happens in our 
Bible story when someone did not do what God said. 
 
Bible Story: God knows best. 
Say: Saul was the king of Israel, so he was in charge of lots of things. But in 
today’s story, God tole him to wait and have the prophet Samuel offer a 
sacrifice before a big battle. Let’s find out how good Saul was at waiting. 
Read 1 Samuel 13:8-14. 
Assign the roles of Samuel, Saul, and the soldier to your children. Say: Now as we 
read the events from the Bible again, our actors here will act out those events. 
Read 1 Samuel 13:8-14 again and encourage your actors to be dramatic. Then 
discuss: 

 Saul seemed to have a pretty good reason for doing what he did. Tell 
about a time you had a good reason for doing something and you still got 
in trouble.  

 Is it ever okay not to do what God says? 
 How do you feel when you read in the Bible about something God wants 

you to do? 
Say: God does know best. Even better, God wants the best for you! When he 
tells us what to do, it’s because he loves us and wants the best for us. 
 
Prayer:  
Say: God knows best. He gave us the Bible that tells us how to live. But 
sometimes we aren’t listening to what he says. For our prayer time, I’ll read 
some things in the Bible that God tells us to do. Then we’ll ask God for help to 
listen and do those things. 



Examples:  
 The Bible says, “trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding.; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

 Jesus says, “If you love me, obey my commandments.” (John 14:15). 
 The Bible says, “we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:11). 
 The Bible says, “do not be anxious about anything.” (Philippians 4:6) 
 The Bible says, “be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.” 

(Ephesians 6:10). 
God, thank you that you love us and always know what is best for us. Help us to 
always listen to and obey you. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


