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Hello Friends!!   

Just because we can’t be together  

at LifePoint Church in person  

doesn’t mean we can’t continue to learn 

about Jesus together!   

Here is a fun devotional for your family to 

do together today as a way to learn more 

about Jesus together  

and explore how the Big God Story 

applies to your life! 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Lesson: The Story of the Vine & the Branches 

Today’s Big Idea: Stay Connected to Jesus 

Today’s Scripture: John 15:1, 4-5 
 

 

Overview for Parents/Caregivers: 
During Jesus’s time on earth, most people who heard him speak worked in agriculture. Even people who lived in 

cities were used to seeing grapevines dot the landscape, each vine carefully tended so it produced branches 

heavy with grapes at harvesttime.  

So nobody missed Jesus’s point: if you want grapes to grow on a branch, the worst thing you can do is remove 

that branch from the grapevine.  

The grapevine carries life-giving nourishment to the branch. It’s what keeps branches from turning into kindling for 

the next cooking fire.  

What was challenging for his audience to grasp was the meaning of Jesus’s words: that when we remain in 

Jesus—when we stay connected to him—he can do great things through us. As a family today, you’ll discover the 

truth in Jesus’s words: we can stay connected to Jesus!  
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Game: Connection Detection 

Time: about 10 minutes  

Supplies: none  

Split your family into pairs and sit each pair on the floor, partners facing each other.  

What you say: Time to see how closely we’re connected together. When I give the signal, see how quickly 

you can find three things you have in common. When you’ve got three, call out, “Connected!”  And dig a 

bit. It doesn’t count that you both have noses! Look for things like both your birthdays are in the spring or 

you each have a middle name with five letters. Start now.  

After kids complete the first round, play three more rounds, looking for four, five, and six new connections.  

This game becomes increasingly difficult as the easy connections are covered. After kids either struggle through 

the third round or abandon hope, say: Let’s change the rules a bit to see if it helps. This last round you only 

need to find two connections—but you have to sit back-to-back with your partner. Scoot into that position 

now.  

After kids move, continue with this instruction: Oh, and you can’t talk either. Ready? Go! It won’t take long for 

kids to realize they’re stuck and to give up. Have kids gather in a large circle, facing in, for a discussion. Ask:  

• What was easy or hard about this connection challenge? 

• What would have helped you succeed during the last round?  

Say: The results I wanted—for you to find things you have in com- mon with your partner—couldn’t 

happen unless you were connected! It didn’t help when I cut you off from the only source of information 

you had. Today we’ll dive into a story Jesus told about staying connected. We’ll discover that when we 

stay connected to Jesus, great things can happen.  

 

Interactive Bible Story: Joined in a Vine  

Time: about 20 minutes  

Supplies: Bible  

Gather children in a circle, seated close enough to hold hands when you ask them to do so.  

What you say: When Jesus was on earth, there were lots of vineyards in the area where he lived. People 

who heard Jesus speak knew how to care for a grapevine so it would produce a healthy harvest.  

One thing people did very carefully was cut branches from the vine. Prune too much and there were no 

branches left to produce grapes. Prune too little and the grapes were small. But this was always true: 

once you cut a branch from the vine, that branch couldn’t produce fruit! I’ll read aloud a story Jesus 

shared about a grapevine. It’s not much of a story, it’s more a picture Jesus wanted his listeners to see 

and explore. So that’s what we’ll do!  
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Tell kids you’ll be the gardener and they’ll represent the branches—except for the last child in line. That child will 

represent the fruit. See the diagram for positioning: G (gardener), F (fruit), and X (branches).  

Arrange your Bible so you can easily read aloud using just one hand to hold 

the Bible on your lap. With your other hand, hold the hand of the child next 

to you (the child playing the branch, not the fruit). 

Ask children to form a “vine” by holding the hands of kids next to them. Only 

you (the gardener) and the child playing the fruit will each have a free hand.  

What you say: When your hand is squeezed, “pass along” the squeeze 

as quickly as possible to the next person in line. When the child 

playing the fruit feels his or her hand squeezed, that child will call out, 

“Fruit!”  

After everyone’s connected, read aloud John 15:1, 4–5. Squeeze a hand where indicated and wait until “fruit!” is 

called each time:  

“I am the true grapevine, (squeeze) and my Father is the gardener.” (squeeze)  

“Remain in me, and I will remain in you. (squeeze) For a branch cannot produce fruit (squeeze) if it is 

severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. (squeeze)  

“Yes, I am the vine; (squeeze) you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce 

much fruit. (squeeze) For apart from me you can do nothing.” (squeeze)  

Ask children to release their hands but stay in a circle. Discuss:  

• What would have happened had someone dropped out of our vine?  

• What kinds of good fruit do you think Jesus is looking to find in his followers?  

• What kind of good fruit is growing in you? How do you know?  

Jesus is clear: when we stay connected to him and let him lead us, great things happen. But when we try 

to go it on our own—it’s not so great. Let’s thank Jesus that we can stay connected to him and for the 

way he helps us bear good fruit!  

If you believe in Jesus and have him as a friend, you’re a branch in this story. You’re connected to Jesus. 

He wants to give you strength to bear fruit and to be strong and helpful in his kingdom. Let’s thank Jesus 

for connecting to us.  

First, please place your hands down at your sides, pointed toward the floor, and join me as I pray. Jesus, 

thank you for rooting us in you, for letting us grow deep in our faith, for giving us a solid foundation in 

our lives. Thank you for your love.  

Now please hold your hands up. (pause) Jesus, we praise you. Only you could create a way for us to 

come to God through you. We honor you as our Savior.  

Now please join hands. (pause) Jesus, thank you for letting us be connected to one another. Thank you 

for the strength that comes with serving you together. Thank you for our friends. Amen.  
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Check out this 5-minute animated video of today’s Bible story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btojLhvXzUc&t=30s 


