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Hello Friends!!   

Just because we can’t be together  

at LifePoint Church in person  

doesn’t mean we can’t continue to learn 

about Jesus in person!   

Here is a fun devotional for your family to 

do together today as a way to learn more 

about Jesus together and explore how 

the Big God Story  

applies to your life! 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Lesson: The Story of the Talents 

Today’s Big Idea: God gave us talents to serve Him. 

Today’s Scripture: Matthew 25:14–29  

 

 

Overview for Parents/Caregivers: 
When Jesus first told his stories, or parables, his audience understood the words he used. 
Over time, some of those words have been used differently. This is one of those times.  

The word talent in Jesus’s day referred to money, not abilities. The amount a talent was worth 
varied throughout the years and from location to location, but it’s possible that at this time a 
talent was worth about 6,000 days’ wages—at least 15 years’ salary for an average worker. 
That’s a lot of money, so even the servant in this story who got just one talent was given a 
great deal of responsibility.  

Also in Jesus’s time, a slave might be a well-educated person who had fallen on hard times 
and had to sell himself or herself. A rich Roman in the first century might own a teacher or a 
doctor as a slave. Trusting slaves with money wasn’t uncommon.  

How we use the abilities God has given us isn’t the original point of this story, but it is one way 
to apply it. And that’s what you’ll help your kids understand today: that no matter what God has 
given them, including money, they should use their talents for God.  
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Game: Apple of God’s Eye 
Time: 5-10 minutes 
Supplies: 1 apple per child (and a few extra), paper towels, 1 bowl of water  

What you do: Gather your kids around you in a circle. Place a selection of apples in the 
middle of the circle.  

What you say: Look at the apples, and then pick out one that reminds you of 
yourself for some reason. Maybe it’s a bit bruised—and so are you. Maybe it has 
a dent, and you’ve always liked your dimples. Maybe it’s big, and you’re tall. For 
whatever reason, pick an apple.  

After everyone (including you) has chosen an apple, invite them to use water and paper 
towels to polish up their apples.  

Now let’s each tell why we picked these apples, why it reminds you of yourself.  
Then tell us about an area of your life where you shine or an area where you’re 
learning to do something well. Maybe you like music and you’re learning to play 
guitar. Or you like math and you’re learning how to do some hard math problems. 
Or you like helping in the kitchen and making cookies. 

After everyone has had a chance to share, say: 

We’re sort of like these apples. In some ways we shine. In other ways, we need a 
little polishing.  

In the story we’ll explore today, we’ll find a couple of people who did some 
shining. We’ll also meet someone who could use a bit of polishing. And we’ll 
discover an important truth: we should use our talents to serve God!  

 

 

Interactive Bible Story: Illustrate the Story  

Time: about 10-15 minutes  

Supplies: Bible, paper and crayons or markers for each person  

 

What you do: Give everyone paper and drawing utensils.  Have them divide their paper 

into three sections and explain that as you tell the story, they’ll illustrate the three 

servants in this story.  They can draw as you read and pause periodically to discuss.   
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What you say: Here’s a bit of background for this story Jesus told. In Jesus’s day, 
a talent was a measure of money—and a lot of money. The man taking a trip 
wanted his trusted servants to manage his business and use his money to make 
a profit. It’s as if I gave you 100 dollars and asked you to do some- thing with it to 
earn even more money while I was away for a while.  

Let’s see what happened to the three servants.  

Read aloud Matthew 25:14–15. Then ask:  

• Why did the servants get different amounts of money?  

The man who handed out money knew what his servants could do. The servants 
with more abilities received more coins. They would be able to do what he 
expected if they worked hard.  

Read aloud Matthew 25:16–18. Then ask:  

• Could you hide your money and still make more? Why not?  
• If I gave you money and you had to double it, how would you do that?  

Unless you have some young entrepreneurs in your group, it’s unlikely they’ll know how 
to answer. Suggest that they could start a business, making things to sell or buying 
stuff and reselling it. Challenge groups to brainstorm ways kids could create a 
business.  

After exploring—and affirming—several ideas (lemonade stand, dog walking service, 
buying day-old donuts cheap and selling them at full price at a bus stop), continue 
reading aloud Matthew 25:19–29. Then ask:  

• Who was most popular with the master? Why? 
• Why was the master unhappy with the One-Talent Wonder?  
• How is this like what happens in real life?  

To please God you don’t have to be perfect. He already knows none of us is 
perfect—that’s why Jesus had to come and die in our place. You need to have a 
heart for God—to want to please him. And you’ve got to give him your best so he 
can use it and use you too. The One-Talent Wonder didn’t give his best. He didn’t 
even try to please his master.  What about you?  What skill has God given you? 
It’s important that you do what the other servants in the story did: use that talent 
or skill for God. Let it grow as you serve him.  
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 Check out this 3-minute animated video of today’s Bible story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YNbpB5OGes 


