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Hello Friends!!   

Just because we can’t be together  

at LifePoint Church in person  

doesn’t mean we can’t continue to 

learn about Jesus in person!   

Here is a fun devotional for your family 

to do together today as a way to learn 

more about Jesus together and 

explore how the Big God Story  

applies to your life! 

 

 

 

Today’s Lesson: The Story of the Found Son (aka: The Prodigal Son) 

Today’s Big Idea: God is Forgiving. 

Today’s Scripture: Luke 15:11-32 

 

Overview for Parents/Caregivers: 

This story is one of a series Jesus told to help people know God and to help them 

realize how eager God is to welcome them into the kingdom. How eager? Well, eager 

enough to forgive people who speak poorly of God and take advantage of his kindness. 

If they repent and if they turn away from the bad things they’ve done and ask for 

forgiveness, then he’s willing to forgive them. God is forgiving. That’s the meaning of 

this well-known story, and it’s the truth you’ll help your family discover!  

 

Game: Wasting Money 

Time: 5-10 minutes 

Supplies: 5 coins per child, 1 wastebasket, 1 towel  

 

What you say: In today’s part of the Big God Story, we’ll learn how a young man 

wasted a lot of money in what the Bible calls “wild living.” What might a person 
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do today that we would call wild living? (Answers might include spending money on 

foolish things, driving too fast, drinking too much, buying and using drugs, and getting 

arrested.) 

  

We don’t know exactly what he did with his father’s money, but he managed to 

lose it all. Not that I want you to get good at doing the same thing, but let’s 

practice throwing away a bit of money now.  

 

What you do: Place a wastebasket 10 feet from the children. Place a towel inside the 

basket to dull the sound of coins landing. Toss coins, one at a time, toward the basket. 

Older children can flip their coins—it adds even more challenge.  

As they toss the coins, tell them to call out what they’d buy with each coin if it was 

worth 100 dollars. Because children don’t know what most things cost, be prepared for 

interesting answers!  

 

When children have finished, have them help you collect stray coins and drop them in 

the wastebasket. Then ask children to stand in a circle around the basket. 

 

What you say: Suppose this wasn’t your money to waste but belonged to us, your 

parents/caregivers. How happy do you think we’d be to see you when you came 

home and announced you’d thrown away 500 dollars?  

(Allow children to respond.) In a story Jesus told, a young man took his father’s 

money and threw it away by making really bad choices. Then he wanted to come 

home again. Let’s find out what happened to him!  

 

 

Interactive Bible Story: MOVE THE MITT!  

Time: about 10-15 minutes  

Supplies: Bible, 1 oven mitt  

 

What you do: Gather children in a circle and place the oven mitt in the middle of the 

circle. Explain that oven mitts are used to handle very hot things, and today that hot 

thing is anger.  

 

What you say: As we read a story that Jesus told, we’ll decide as a group who has 

the right to be angry. That person will wear this oven mitt.  
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But first, I will assign three roles: father, younger son, and older son. Everyone 

else will play the part of the pigs. (Have just a few children? No problem! Take on the 

role of older son yourself and assign just the father and younger son roles.)  

(Invite the kids playing the role of the pigs to practice their sound effects a few times. 

Then ask for silence and begin reading.) 

Read aloud Luke 15:11–12. 

Money wasn’t handed out to sons until fathers died. The younger son is saying, 

“I wish you were dead so I could get my money.” Who has a right to be angry 

here? (Father—let the father put on the mitt.)  

Read verses 13–15. 

Does the younger son have a right to be angry about running out of money? (No, 

so keep the mitt on the father.)  

Read verse 16 aloud. 

 

Do the pigs have the right to be angry about having only crummy food to eat? 

(No, but don’t put it to a vote!)  

Read verses 17–24 aloud.  

What did the father do with his right to be angry? (He gave it up, so have the father 

take off the mitt and place it on the floor.)  

Read verses 25–32 aloud.  

Does the older son have the right to be angry? (No. He’ll receive what’s due him, as 

promised. He doesn’t get to wear the mitt!)  

In this story there were plenty of mistakes made. And yet the only one who had a 

right to be angry was the father, and he chose to forgive his younger son.  

• In what ways are we like the younger son?  

• In what ways are we like the older son? 

• In what ways, if any, are we like the father?  
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When we forgive, we give up the right to be angry. We choose to be happy even 

when life isn’t fair. We let go of our hurt feelings. It’s easier when people like the 

younger son ask for forgiveness, but it’s our choice. We can forgive others even 

when they don’t deserve it. That’s what God has done with us. We don’t deserve 

it, but God is forgiving!  

Let’s pray together, thanking God for his love and forgiveness.  

 

 Check out this 4-minute animated video of today’s Bible story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfDfMZ6MTJs&t=2s 


