
 
 
Our History 
 
Throughout its 146-year history, the LifePoint congregation has worshipped God and 
ministered to the world in accordance with scripture and the guidelines of biblical 
tradition. We understand and affirm the value of investing in our youth as those who will 
carry our witness for Christ into succeeding generations; we have sought to preserve 
this godly heritage. The church has been affiliated with the Baptist General 
Conference/Converge Worldwide since its inception. 
 
In the mid-1800’s Swedish Baptist immigrants came to America looking for religious 
freedom from the State Church of Sweden. Many of these new arrivals settled in an 
area near the Mississippi River that came to be known as Swede Hollow. As their 
situation improved, the new inhabitants moved up the hill to what is now the east side of 
St. Paul. In 1873, 15 years after Minnesota became a state, a small group of Swedish 
Baptists began meeting in the home of a carpenter named O.S. Lindberg. When 
attendance outgrew the home, the First American Baptist Church of St. Paul invited 
them to use their building until the small congregation could find a place of their own. 
With a congregation of 12 members, the First Swedish Baptist Church of St. Paul called 
Rev. John Ongman as their first pastor. 
 
In 1882, a church building was completed at the corner of Burr and Collins. The 
energetic First Swedish Baptist Church grew substantially over the next decade as 
revival swept through the community. This occasioned a move to a larger facility located 
on Payne Avenue in 1899 and eventually a new name, Payne Avenue Baptist Church, 
in 1948. The congregation flourished in its new location and expanded so much that 
soon Sunday school classes were meeting in a nearby funeral home and in 
neighborhood homes purchased to provide more space. With the north suburban 
growth of St. Paul and the church’s ever-increasing need for space at the Payne 
Avenue site, the decision was made in the early 1960’s to build a new church at the 
current Maplewood location and to adopt the name Trinity Baptist Church. 
 
Trinity held its first worship service in our present Edgerton Street facility on November 
17, 1963. In the years that followed the congregation has been involved in responding 
to the spiritual and physical needs of a community experiencing growth and increased 
diversity. To build community rapport the congregation transitioned to a new name 
LifePoint Church on April 1, 2017. In recent years we have provided worship space for a 
number of groups including KaRen, Thai, and Vietnamese congregations. 
 
 



Our Area 
 
LifePoint is located at the junction of Highway 36 and Edgerton Street in the St. Paul 
suburb of Maplewood, Minnesota. Set high over the highway, LifePoint is a visible 
landmark for the massive traffic passing by each day. 
 
Maplewood, MN has a population of about 40,127 (2017) that is 64% White, 14.9% 
Asian, and 9.2% Black/African American. The median age of the population is 39 with a 
median household income of $63,941. 
 
There are many shopping and dining options nearby including the Rosedale Mall only 6 
miles away. There are two Christian universities nearby; Bethel University and 
University of Northwestern. 
 
Our Outreach 
 
Vacation Bible School: A free annual event for children in pre-k through 6th grade. 
Through stories, skits, games, and crafts the children learn about Jesus, grow in their 
faith, and build friendships. 
 
LifePoint Kids: On Wednesday evenings during the school year, the gym is filled with 
excited and active children from LifePoint and our community. Game time provides 
physical activity planned for each age level and prepares children to listen well, study 
the Bible and honor Christ in their attitudes. Bible time presents children with The Big 
God Story. Each week different Bible stories are studied and the emphasis is on how 
God was present and worked through each situation. 
 
Foster Family Support: LifePoint partners with Together for Good to provide 
resources, training and support for local foster families.  LifePoint children's ministry 
volunteers are trained and equipped to be able to minister to foster kids so foster 
parents and caregivers can feel at ease dropping off their children on Wednesdays and 
Sundays.  Home-cooked meals delivered to homes, backpacks filled with school 
supplies, clothing of all sizes for kids... all this and more as LifePoint strives to meet the 
needs of local foster families. 
 
Backpack Program: Each fall LifePoint provides new backpacks filled with required 
school supplies for Edgerton Elementary students. The students are invited to come 
and pick out the backpack of their choice. Inside each backpack is a note from LifePoint 
expressing hopes and prayers for the new school year. The students and their families 
are invited to enjoy a cookout supper with games and other activities in the church 
parking lot. Families receive information regarding Sunday school and the Wednesday 
evening LifePoint Kids program. 
 
Mission-minded Congregation: LifePoint has a long history of encouraging, 
supporting and sending missionaries. We are currently adapting to our changing 



community, becoming a multi-ethnic congregation and developing a passion for 
missions in our own neighborhood. 
 
Neighborhood Engagement Team (NET): This team exists to put LifePoint's vision 
statement into action by “loving and serving our world.” Throughout the year this team 
provides various opportunities for the church community to engage with our 
neighborhood through outreach, service, education and fellowship. One of our primary 
events is LifePoint Go when we cancel church one Sunday each year to serve the 
greater community in the name of Jesus. 
 
Christmas Hope: Every Christmas, LifePoint partners with the Marines and local 
community partners to host a Toys for Tots distribution event! Nearly a thousand people 
show up each year to participate in this joyous event. 
 
Refugee Ministries: LifePoint Church is strategically located in the midst of a local 
refugee community. Refugees from Burma live just blocks from the church. Each week, 
LifePoint provides meals, children's programming, and other resources to the refugee 
community. LifePoint also partners with Trinity Karen Baptist Church and the Thai 
Church of Minnesota to engage with those in our community. 
 
Connections for Seniors: Senior citizens at LifePoint have opportunities to connect 
such as weekly coffee hour, regular luncheons, outings, and concerts. 
 
Community Care Room: This is a free resource ministry offering gently used clothing 
and personal care items to individuals and families from the community who are facing 
a variety of life challenges. People of all ages, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, abilities 
and challenges are welcomed and served with dignity and respect. 
 
Music Ministries: LifePoint Church offers a variety of music styles and experiences as 
an expression of worship and experience of God. 
 
Small Groups: LifePoint is a family that values doing life together. Small groups 
provide a place to grow, learn, and be in community with one another and range from a 
bible study to a parenting group. 
 
Boy Scouts: LifePoint sponsors Troop 50 and has done so since 1920. The troop 
meets regularly on Monday evenings during the school year. 
 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries: Teens in grades 7-12 are welcome to join 
LifePoint’s youth group THRIVE. They meet together Sunday morning and Wednesday 
evening. Teens are also challenged to grow in their faith through mission trips and other 
outreach programs. 
 


